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IRGC: Iran’s defense capabilities,
national security ‘non-negotiable’ ®

Media buzz vs.
real talks

US special envoy Steve Witkoff
has said talks with Iran would
center around verifying its nu-
clear program, holding off on
demands for full dismantlement
and including checks on Iran’s
missiles. “The conversation with
the Iranians will be much about
two critical points,” Witkoff told
Fox News on Monday. The first is
verification of uranium enrich-
ment, “and ultimately verifica-
tion on weaponization, that in-
cludes missiles, type of missiles
that they have stockpiled there.”
According to two Iranian ana-
lysts, the Islamic Republic will
not give in to adding missile-re-
lated issues to the agenda.
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Iran draws line on missiles

By Hassan Beheshtipour

' International affairs expert

Witkoff’s remarks as part of the
US media playbook—a tactic
aimed at shaping public opin-
ion back home. Just like Don-
ald Trump before him, Witkoff
is playing to the gallery, saying
whatever suits his purpose, re-
gardless of what is on the table.
In diplomacy, there is a branch
called “media diplomacy,” which
works to set the stage through
public messaging.

The talks are still in early stag-
es. Only one meeting has taken
place, and the upcoming session
in Oman on Saturday will decide
the actual agenda. If missiles
make it onto the agenda, then
analysts can begin to evaluate
Iran’s stance. Until then, any talk
about missiles is just noise. The
real yardstick Page2 >

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei addresses senior officials
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The ongoing trade war between the Unit-
ed States and China is shaping up to be the
biggest trade conflict in history, with poten-
tial fallout for the global economy. As tar-
iffs have ratcheted up, moving from 104%

Middle East or China:

Which is more to 125% on Chinese imports, both nations
. ] ) are caught in a cycle of retaliation that is dis-
lmportant fOI‘ US? rupting their economic relationship and caus-

ing ripples worldwide. Historically, free trade

= = has been the backbone of global markets, but

e N AHCIent human llfe unearthed this conflict threatens to upend that princi-
= ple, highlighting China’s rise through self-re-

In weStern lran @ > liance and an open-door policy. President Xi

Jinping has said that China is not afraid of US
pressure and experts suggest that Beijing

All to play fOI‘ may seek new markets or shift its focus from
exports to domestic consumption. The world
as Iranian tOp ﬂight could witness a shift toward either a more
. liberalized trade model or a retreat into

enters final stretch protectionism, where
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riers to safeguard their interests. How China
will respond remains the key question.
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Iran-US nuclear talks ‘well implemented’
in first step: Leader

C International Desk )

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said the negoti-
ations between Iran and the United State
over Tehran’s nuclear program have been
“well implemented in their initial steps”.
Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks in
a meeting with the heads of the Islamic
Republic’s executive, judicial, and legisla-
tive branches on Tuesday.

“Talks are one of a dozen dossiers fol-
lowed up by the Foreign Ministry. We are
neither overly optimistic nor pessimistic
regarding them. After all, it is a process
which was decided and its first steps
have been well implemented”, he said.
Ayatollah Khamenei added that the de-
velopment of the country’s various af-
fairs should not be linked to the negoti-
ations, asserting that the country had to
lead those various affairs independently
and rely on its own resources.

“Let us not tie the country’s issues to the

talks,” the Leader said, adding that de-
spite Iran’s sentiment of great skepticism
regarding the talks, “We are optimistic
about our own capabilities.”

“At the time (of the JCPOA), we made every-
thing conditional on the progress of the
negotiations,” he said.

“This mistake... should not be repeated
here.”

“When an investor sees that the country
is conditional on negotiations, they do
not invest,” he said.

Tehran and Washington are due to meet
again in Oman’s capital on Saturday to
hold the second round of negotiations
on Iran’s nuclear program a week after
top officials from both sides held the first
meeting described by the both sides as
“positive and constructive”.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry said on Tuesday
that the second round of the talks will
also be held in Oman after some Western
media reported that Italy’s capital, Rome,
will host the negotiations.

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei addresses senior officials from the
Islamic Republic’s executive, judicial, and legislative
branches in Tehran on April 15, 2025.

khamenei.ir

On Monday, US President Donald Trump
said he believes Iran is intentionally de-
laying a nuclear deal and that it must
abandon any drive for a nuclear weapon
or face a possible military strike on Teh-
ran’s atomic facilities.

“I think they’re tapping us along,” Trump
told reporters.

“Iran has to get rid of the concept of a
nuclear weapon. They cannot have a nu-
clear weapon,” Trump said.

Asked if US options for a response in-
clude a military strike on Tehran'’s nu-
clear facilities, Trump said: “Of course it
does.”

Trump said the Iranians need to move
fast to avoid a harsh response because

“they’re fairly close” to developing a nu-

clear weapon.

Iran has repeatedly rejected the US

claims, saying its nuclear program is for

peaceful purposes, especially energy pro-

duction.

UN reportraises fresh concerns
over UAE’s role in Sudan war

Iran expresses concern about dire situation in Darfur

( International Desk )

Pressure is mounting on the United
Arab Emirates over its presence at a
conference in London aimed at stop-
ping the war in Sudan after a leaked
confidential UN report raised fresh
questions over the UAE’s role in the
devastating conflict.

The UAE has been accused of secret-
ly supplying weapons to Sudanese
paramilitaries via neighboring Chad,
a charge it has steadfastly denied.
However, an internal report -
marked highly confidential and seen
by the Guardian - detected “multi-
ple” flights from the UAE in which
transport planes made apparently
deliberate attempts to avoid detec-
tion as they flew into bases in Chad
where arms smuggling across the
border into Sudan has been moni-
tored.

The allegations raise complications
for the British foreign secretary,
David Lammy, who controversially
invited the UAE alongside 19 other
states for Sudan peace talks on April
15.

The date marks the second anniver-
sary of a civil war that has caused
the world’s biggest humanitarian
crisis, displacing more than 12 mil-
lion people. A senior diplomat, who

People fled attacks by the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces rest in a makeshift encampment in an
open field near the town of Tawila in war-torn Sudan'’s western Darfur region on April 13, 2025.
AFP

is familiar with the leaked report but
requested anonymity, said: “The UK
needs to explain how it is respond-
ing to massacres of children and aid
workers while hosting the UAE at its
London conference””

Sudan’s government has not invited
to the conference. Sudan’s Foreign
Minister Ali Yousif warned of the
dangerous precedent being set by
sidelining Sudan’s internationally
recognized transitional government,
while inviting the UAE, a country
standing trial at the International
Court of Justice (1c)) for allegedly aid-
ing genocide in Darfur.

in backing the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (rsF) arrive after a
weekend that saw its fighters kill
more than 200 civilians in a wave of
violence against vulnerable ethnic
groups in displacement camps and
around the city of El Fasher; the last
major city still held by the Sudanese
Army in Darfur, the vast western re-
gion of Sudan.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry expressed
concern about the dire situation in
El Fasher and called for the lifting of
the siege on the city and an end to
attacks, and the protection of civilian
lives based on the principles of inter-
national humanitarian law.

Questions over the UAE’s alleged role

Media buzzvs...

What gets written down is what
counts. Diplomacy and media narra-
tives often go down
Page1 > different paths. The
media in each country builds a narra-
tive that fits its own goals.
Witkoff’s comments, in this view, are
part of that narrative-building.Iran
will not budge on its missile program.
If the issue ever enters the talks, then
and only then can its inclusion be
analyzed. For now, Iran’s position re-
mains firm.

Missiles off table, nuclear
issues take center stage

By Sirous Borna-Boldaji
International affairs analyst

Two key factors will shape the out-
come of the Muscat talks - mutual

concessions and synchronized steps.
Both sides need a reliable framework
for give-and-take.

Iran is clearly pushing to keep the
talks confined to nuclear matters.
That means multiple details must be
hammered out. One sticking point is
the system of inspections of its nu-
clear work: Will they be random or
prearranged? Will they be under the
[AEA’s oversight or carried out by the
US unilaterally?

Another hot-button topic is Iran’s
stockpile of enriched uranium. The
US is said to favor moving it out to a
third country, especially since some
of it is enriched beyond 20 percent.
The enrichment level itself—now at
60 percent—is also a major topic,
especially since the collapse of the
JCPOA.

Another hot-button topic is Iran’s
stockpile of enriched uranium.
Whether these enriched materials
are kept in Iran or in a third country,
apparently is a serious concern for
the Americans.Top of Form

Time is also not on their side. Trump
is in a hurry and wants results fast.
With snapback of sanctions on Iran
looming in October, Washington
wants to wrap things up before the
clock runs out.

The US is using media to gain lever-
age and test the waters, but Iran
will likely play ball only on nucle-
ar issues. On matters like moving
enriched material abroad, Tehran
might be flexible. But when it comes
to missile capabilities, Iran sees that
as a red line—non-negotiable and off
the table.

IRGC: Iran’s defense capabilities,
national security ‘non-negotiable’

C International Desk )

Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) said
Tuesday the country’s
national security and
defense capabilities are
not up for any negotia-
tions as Iran and the US
are scheduled to hold the
second round of talks on
Iran’s nuclear program in
the coming days.
“National security and de-
fense and military power
are among the red lines
of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, which cannot be
discussed or negotiated
under any circumstanc-
es,” IRGC spokesman Ali
Mohammad Naeini said.
Iran and the United
States will hold another
round of talks in Mus-
cat on Saturday, a week
after top officials met in
the Omani capital for the
highest-level discussions
since the 2015 nuclear
deal collapsed.

On April 12, Iran’s For-
eign Minister, Abbas Ara-
ghchi, met with US Middle
East envoy Steve Witkoff
in Oman for talks.
Witkoff said on Monday
that any nuclear deal be-

tween the US and Iran
will hinge on verification
of Tehran’s enrichment
and weaponization capa-
bilities.

“The first meeting, was
positive, constructive,
compelling,” Witkoff said
in a televised Fox News
interview.

Witkoff appeared to stop
short of calling for a com-
plete dismantling of Iran’s
nuclear program, saying
“this is going to be much
about verification on the
enrichment program.”
“They do not need to en-
rich past 3.67 percent,”
the real estate magnate
said, referencing the max-
imum level allowed under
the prior nuclear agree-
ment that Trump exited

during his first term, in
2018.

“In some circumstances,
they’re at 60 percent, in
other circumstances 20
percent,” Witkoff said.
“That cannot be, and you
do not need to run, as
they claim, a civil nucle-
ar program where you're
enriching past 3.67 per-
cent.”

Verification of “weapon-
ization” capabilities will
be another “critical” point
in the negotiations with
Iran, Witkoff said.

“That includes missiles,
the type of missiles that
they have stockpiled
there, and it includes the
trigger for a bomb,” he
told Fox host Sean Han-
nity.
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Economy

Pezeshkian highlights ‘smart’ tackling
of energy shortages

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s President Masoud Pezesh-
kian said at a meeting with se-
nior members of the National

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian (c) meets with senior
members of the National Iranian Productivity Organization
(NIPO) in the capital Tehran on April 15, 2025.

President.ir

Iranian Productivity Organiza-
tion (NIPO) that the government
strives to tackle shortages in en-
ergy and other sectors in a fully
“smart and precise” manner.

Having listened to the organiza-
tion members’ views and sug-
gestions regarding imbalances
in various fields, Pezeshkian
said many of the concerns about

improving national productivity
are being pursued by his gov-
ernment, stressing, “Everything
you mentioned is accepted by
us, and for instance, in address-
ing shortages, we are simultane-
ously seeking to manage them
in supply as well as in demand
and consumption control.”

Underlining that since the be-
ginning of his government’s
term last July, he has followed
up on suggestions and opinions
regarding the enhancement of
productivity, and has discussed
the matter with experts, the
president said, “However, we
have been cautious about mak-
ing decisions based on each sug-
gestion and implementing them,
as we believe that we must iden-
tify and integrate the results
and find potential side effects
of various solutions and sug-
gestions and make decisions for
each topic based on the specifics
of that region and environment
before entering the implementa-

tion phase.”

Pezeshkian said his government
is seriously and intensively
identifying problems and gath-
ering data and specifics of vari-
ous regions, adding, “Specialized
task forces have been formed,
and by categorizing regions
based on environmental speci-
fications, we are collecting and
providing the necessary mana-
gerial tools and authority to ad-
dress the issues of each region.”
Emphasizing that the executive
solutions are being drafted ac-
cording to regional conditions,
he said, “The pace of imple-
menting the solutions will also
be adjusted according to the
collected data in order to min-
imize potential repercussions
and achieve the highest and
most effective results. Accord-
ingly, we have seriously sought
the participation of universities
and scientific centers in each
region, which have a more accu-
rate understanding of their en-

vironment. On the other hand,
we have tried to consider the
shares and interests of various
social and public sectors, from
social classes to various asso-
ciations, to engage their par-
ticipation in implementing the
programs.”

Pezeshkian pointed out that,
“We will strive to manage im-
balances in a completely smart
and precise manner,” stressing,
“In this regard, you as experts
and concerned individuals
about the important issue of
productivity can greatly assist
the government, as the more ac-
curate our data and information
are, the better solutions will be
designed and interventions re-
garding shortages will be more
effective.”

Pezeshkian also called for the
establishment of a headquar-
ters to enhance collaboration
and consultation between the
government and the NIPO in a
more organized manner.

Armenia demands boost to $3b in bilateral trade with Iran

( Economy Desk )

The Armenian ambassador to Iran ex-
pressed regret that the economic re-
lations between the two countries do
not match the high level of their polit-
ical ties, calling for the enhancement
of trade level to three billion dollars
through joint and active cooperation
from both sides.

Grigor Hakobyan said in a meeting
with Samad Hassanzadeh, the head of
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, that
relations with Tehran are a priority
for the Armenian government, add-
ing, “Developing bilateral relations
in all economic, political, and cultur-
al fields is of great importance to the
government and people of Armenia.”
Expressing regret that the economic
relations between the two countries
do not correspond to the high level
of their political relations, Hakobyan
said, “We do not impose any limita-
tions on deepening and developing
relations. We need joint cooperation
to first achieve the goal of one billion
dollars and then aim for three bil-
lion dollars in the volume of bilateral

trade; of course, this requires more
active relations between the cham-
bers of the two countries.”

The ambassador emphasized the
importance of sending and receiving
business delegations in developing
relations between the two countries,
saying, “There are many opportunities
for investment and joint investments
in Armenia, and the Embassy is ready
for the necessary cooperation in this
area to familiarize Iranian traders
with these opportunities.”

Hakobyan said the private sector plays
a decisive role in developing the eco-
nomic relations of the two countries,
adding that, “Together with the cham-
bers of commerce of both countries,
we must define common mechanisms
to solve the issues and problems of
trade between Iran and Armenia.”
Pointing to the importance of de-
veloping tourism between the two
countries, the diplomat said, “Iran’s
presence in Eurasia as an observ-
er member and the initiation of free
trade with the countries of the union
is a good opportunity for developing
cooperation. By making joint invest-

ments, we can export joint produc-
tions to the Eurasian region.”
Hassanzadeh, for his part, said Iran’s
capacities for collaboration with Ar-
menia are significant, and its pivotal
position in Eurasia and the cultural
and social ties between the two coun-
tries have made Armenia an import-
ant partner for Tehran.

“The Iran Chamber of Commerce is
ready to take any action toward de-
veloping collaborations,” Hassanzadeh
said. “We are interested in dispatching
and hosting business delegations, and
this year we have plans to send a dele-
gation to Armenia.”

The chamber head stressed that Iran’s
private sector is particularly ready to
export technical and engineering ser-
vices and participate in investment in
Armenia’s civil engineering projects.
He also said the medical, therapeutic,
and pharmaceutical fields are among
other advantages that can serve as a
core for good collaboration between
the two countries.

“The private sector in Iran has good
capabilities in the oil, gas, and pet-
rochemical industries, automotive

manufacturing, food industries, and
building materials, and it can offer
products that meet high global stan-
dards,” Hassanzadeh added.
Referring to Iran’s high capacities in
tourism and health tourism, Hassan-
zadeh said, “In the tourism sector, we
request more support from Armenia
and facilitation of matters related to
Iranian tourists by this country.”

He mentioned the Iran Expo 2025,
scheduled to be held from April 28,
and officially invited the Armenian

IRNA

ambassador to attend the exhibition,
stressing, “This exhibition will show-
case Iran’s production and export ca-
pabilities, and many ambassadors and
business delegations from around the
world will visit it.”

Russian merchants invited to actively partake in Iran Expo 2025

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s Ambassador to Russia Kazem
Jalali invited Russian companies on
Monday to actively participate in Iran
Expo 2025, the country’s largest trade
and export showcase taking place be-
tween April 28 and May 2 at the Teh-
ran International Exhibition Center.
The invitation was made during a
meeting with Sergey Katyrin, pres-
ident of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the Russian Federa-
tion, as the two sides underlined the
importance of expanding trade coop-
eration and exchanging business del-
egations under the framework of the
Iran-Eurasian Economic Union Free
Trade Agreement.

Praising trade ties between Tehran
and Moscow as growing, Jalali called
for the full implementation of the free
trade deal, which was signed in Jan-
uary 2024 in St. Petersburg and will
come into effect on May 15, 2025,
following ratification by all member
states.

The agreement covers 87 percent of
traded goods between Iran and the
five member states of the Eurasian
Economic Union, granting them cus-
toms exemptions.

Calling for strong participation from
Russian companies and economic
stakeholders at Iran Expo 2025, Jalali
also announced an upcoming visit to
Moscow by a high-level Iranian trade
delegation, led by the head of Iran’s
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture.

Katyrin, for his part, welcomed the
Iranian delegation’s upcoming visit
and said Russia’s Chamber of Com-
merce was ready to host its Iranian
counterpart.

Urging boost in bilateral economic
ties between Moscow and Tehran,
Katyrin also encouraged greater
participation by Iranian and Russian
companies in each other’s trade exhi-
bitions.

The Export Capabilities Exhibi-
tion, simply known as Iran Expo, is
a platform to bring manufacturers,

Sergey Katyrin

Kazem Jalali

exporters, and investors together
and provide foreign visitors with a
comprehensive view of the country’s
export capabilities with the ultimate
goal of boosting non-oil exports.

The exhibition this year is being held
while indirect talks between Iran and
the US have raised hopes of an im-
provement in trade with the Islamic
Republic. Thus, the number of partic-
ipants is expected to be significantly
higher compared to previous years.
Last year’s exhibition featured more
than 700 knowledge-based compa-
nies, presenting some 1,500 products
and a unique opportunity to expand
scientific diplomacy with world coun-
tries.

Tehran, Ankara to establish joint free trade zone

< Economy Desk >

The secretary of Iran’s Su-
preme Council of Free and
Special Economic Zones
said the Islamic Republic is
moving forward with plans
to establish joint free trade
zones with neighboring
countries, with Turkey be-
ing the top priority, as part
of a broader strategy to at-
tract investment and boost
regional economic integra-
tion. Speaking at a high-lev-
el meeting with deputy
ministers and managing di-
rectors of Iran’s Free Trade
Zones (FTZs), Reza Masrour
announced that detailed
studies and follow-up ef-
forts are underway to create
joint economic zones with
Turkey, Pakistan, Azerbai-
jan, and Turkmenistan. Un-
derlining the importance
of forming a joint free zone
with Turkey and calling for
the establishment of an ac-

tive Iran-Turkey working
group to accelerate the ini-
tiative, Masrour added that
a key meeting with Turkish
investors and representa-
tives from Turkey’s FTZs is
scheduled for July in one of
Iran’s own free zones.

The official called on the
heads of each FTZ to be
directly involved in task
forces and ensure that tan-
gible outcomes are achieved
within six months. He also
stressed that the overall in-
vestment climate in the free
zones must improve signifi-
cantly, with incentives for
investors being approved
and implemented without
delay.

“Investment zones were
created specifically to at-
tract capital,” Masrour said.
“What has been done in the
past must now be followed
by a visible leap forward.”
He also stressed that the
success of FTZs depends on

the support of local commu-
nities, saying, “In regions
where the local population
is more actively present,
their satisfaction is crucial.
Investment projects must
be transparent and clearly
communicated to ensure
local backing”

Masrour urged zone man-
agers to develop serious
plans to attract knowl-
edge-based companies,
which he described as the
“engine of production,”
adding, the zones are ex-
pected to provide tailored
incentives and stream-
lined licensing processes
to facilitate this. Turkey, as
Iran’s western neighbor
and a major regional pow-
er, plays a strategic role in
Iran’s trade plans, especial-
ly amid growing pressure
on Iran’s economy due to
illegal Western sanctions
and limited access to global
financial systems.
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Middle East or China:

Which is more important for U

The Middle Eastis
losingits exclusive
positioninthe
energy sector
thatitheld during
the1970sand
1980s....However,
Trump'seffortsto
portray himselfas
aproblem-solver
andresolverofall
global crises have
ledtorenewed
attentionfromthe
USpresidenttothe
regionand its key
issues.

ANALYS SIS

The Middle East has always
been one of the most critical
regions on the United States’
strategic map, with American
officials, regardless of party
affiliation, maintaining a spe-
cial focus on the area. However,
since the Obama administra-
tion, Washington’s primary for-
eign policy priority has been
defined as strategic competi-
tion with Beijing.

Now, nearly three months into
Donald Trump’s second pres-
idential term, the operational
priorities of his administration
are gradually coming into fo-
cus, shedding light on the likely
trajectory of his foreign policy
over the next four years.

A closer examination of these
initial three months reveals
that a central theme of Trump’s
policymaking remains his na-
tionalist — or more precisely,
exceptionalist — view of the
United States. This aligns with
the historical American concept
of “American exceptionalism.”
During this period, Trump has
showcased an even more in-
tense and overtly nationalist
approach compared to his first

term. While his initial presiden-
cy pursued a domestic-focused
“America First” agenda — with-
drawing from international
agreements, periodically threat-
ening global rivals, and engaging
in tariff wars with adversaries
like China — his second term
has seen him unsheathing the
sword of trade confrontation
against a broader array of na-
tions, both allies and foes alike.
In early April 2025, Trump
hosted a ceremony in the White
House Rose Garden, attended
by his cabinet members, sever-
al senators, and senior US po-
litical figures, to announce new
tariffs on goods imported into
the United States. Dubbed the
“Day of Freedom” by Trump,
the event had been promised
weeks in advance.

At the ceremony, Trump re-
vealed a 25% tariff on all for-
eign-manufactured vehicles im-
ported into the US, stating that
tariffs would apply to “nearly
every import pathway.” He’s not
entirely wrong. Among the des-
tinations subject to tariffs, in
addition to the European Union
and allied European countries,
even the name of the Zionist re-
gime is visible, which is unprec-

EVAN VUCCI/AP

edented and historic. It seems
Trump is determined this time
and is not joking with any of his
allies. Israeli officials were very
surprised to be on this list. The
Finance Minister of the Zionist
regime has stated that the tariff
will severely damage Israeli in-
dustry. The US also announced
that since Israel imposes a 33%
tariff on goods imported from
the US, this tariff is in response
to Israel’s action.

Despite a 90-day suspension of
these tariffs (excluding China, which
faces a 125% tariff), the new trade
policies are poised to redefine
the US’ relations with other
nations, particularly major eco-
nomic partners and rivals. This
appears to mark the accelera-
tion of a strategy inherited from
previous US administrations:
countering and constraining
China’s global influence.

The “pivot to Asia” policy, which
began during the presidency of
Barack Obama, was one of the
first serious steps taken by US
governments to address China’s
growing influence on the global
stage. However, the continuous
advancement of China was so
significant that it gradually cap-
tured the full attention of US of-
ficials, leading the United States
to shift its focus from interna-
tional issues and challenges in
regions like the Middle East to
China. In fact, it can be said that
China’s increasing advance-
ments in economic, diplomatic,
and other areas, along with the
serious threat of its surpassing
and replacing the United States
in the international system, have
made the policy of containing
Beijing the central focus of US
foreign policy, manifesting in
various strategies such as the
Indo-Pacific policy.

From this perspective, recent
events, including the impo-
sition of steep tariffs on Chi-
na, become clearer. During
his “Day of Freedom” speech,
Trump remarked, “I have great
respect for President Xi [Jinping]
of China, great respect for Chi-
na, but they were taking tre-
mendous advantage of us.” he
said, “If you look at that... Chi-
na, first row, 67%. That’s tariffs
charged to the USA, including

currency manipulation and
trade barriers.” The US presi-
dent also boasted, “I stood up
to China like no administration
has ever done before. Bring-
ing in hundreds and hundreds
of billions of dollars pouring
into our Treasury from China
when no other president had
gotten even 10 cents. Not one
president got — and I literally
mean — not 10 cents. We got
hundreds of billions of dollars.”
Predictably, China retaliated
within a day, imposing a 34%
tariff on all American goods.
It seems the tariff wars of
Trump’s first term are reignit-
ing, but on a far grander scale.
All this background is provided
so that when we consider why
Trump is giving special atten-
tion to the Middle East at the
beginning of his second term
in the White House, we do not
overlook the state of global
equations and avoid making
analytical errors.

The reality is that the Middle
East has always been one of
the most important regions
in American analytical frame-
works, and US officials, regard-
less of political trends and party
affiliations, have given it special
attention. The reasons for this
are evident, chief among them
being the Middle East’s geo-
strategic significance, its un-
paralleled role in global energy
supply, and the existence of the
Zionist regime. During his brief
second term, Trump has sought
to prioritize and resolve linger-
ing Middle Eastern issues. Yet
the question remains: Why such
heightened attention? Is it sole-
ly the region’s inherent impor-
tance driving Trump'’s focus, or
has the Middle East itself risen
in priority within the US strate-
gic calculus?

The answer, it seems, is both
yes and no. A closer look at
global trends shows that the
United States’ desire to main-
tain a presence in the region
has been declining year by year,
and this is due to global chang-
es. First, the importance of the
Middle East has been diminish-
ing as new energy sources are
discovered in other parts of the
world and as the world gradu-

US President Donald Trump (r)

attends a bilateral meeting with

China’s President Xi Jinping during

the G20 leaders summit in Osaka,

Japan, on 29 June, 2019.
REUTERS

China’sincreasing
advancements
ineconomic,
diplomatic,and
otherareas,
alongwiththe
seriousthreat

of its surpassing
and replacingthe
United Statesin
theinternational
system, have led
tothe policy of
containing Beijing
becomingthe central
focusof USforeign
policy, manifesting
invariousstrategies
suchasthelndo-
Pacificpolicy.
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ally transitions to cleaner, less
polluting energy sources.

In essence, the Middle East is
losing the monopoly it held
over energy markets during the
1970s and 1980s. Second, the
rise of new global powers has
compelled the United States to
reorient its strategic focus — a
shift that had largely stalled in
the post-Cold War era but has
now regained urgency amid
accelerating geopolitical com-
petition. Furthermore, the US’
scaled-back regional presence
over the past three decades un-
derscores its declining prioriti-
zation of the Middle East.

Yet, paradoxically, a combination
of factors has recently reignited
US attention toward the region.
These include the enduring im-
portance of Israel to American
policymakers and the undeni-
able influence of Zionist leaders
in shaping US foreign policy.
The conflict between the Zion-
ist regime and the Axis of Resis-

tance has inadvertently made
the region more significant for
the United States. Additionally,
Zionist media and officials are
constantly working to create
the impression that Iran and the
Axis of Resistance have become
weaker, framing the current sit-
uation as an opportunity to di-
minish Iran’s power and estab-
lish a new Middle Eastern order.
Of course, the Zionist regime’s
objective is clear: to secure
greater American support — fi-
nancial, military, and diplomat-
ic — thereby insulating itself
while maneuvering to pit Iran
against the US. These efforts
have already left their mark,
significantly influencing recent
developments between Tehran
and Washington. Trump’s up-
coming visit to regional coun-
tries likely fits into this broader
strategy, with the Middle East’s
renewed prominence prompt-
ing him to prioritize West Asian
nations in his second-term dip-

lomatic agenda.

Beyond these factors, Trump’s
personal psychology may also
play a role. Trump’s efforts
to portray himself as a prob-
lem-solver and resolver of all
global crises have led to re-
newed focus on the region and
its key issues; issues that, if
resolved, would indeed bring
significant advantages for him
and his administration.
Perhaps the simultaneous focus
of Trump on the Ukraine crisis
and Middle Eastern issues can
be understood from this per-
spective. Putting all the pieces of
this puzzle together, it appears
that both the Middle East and
Ukraine have become important
to Trump and his administration
because they offer opportuni-
ties for him to gather political
capital, which can be used both
domestically and international-
ly. This would allow him to ap-
proach other issues, such as the
challenge of China, with greater

ease and more resources.

In recent years, the United
States has placed a special fo-
cus on policies aimed at con-
taining China in East Asia. How-
ever, to advance this strategy,
Washington needs to manage
and reduce existing crises in
West Asia.

Issues such as Lebanon, Gaza,
Syria, Yemen, Iraq, and most
importantly, Iran, are all at the
top of the White House’s stra-
tegic priorities. Therefore, the
United States must adopt spe-
cific policies toward the region
to reclaim its hegemony and
create favorable conditions for
focusing on containing China.
This has led to the Middle East
taking center stage in Trump’s
foreign policy priorities; a situ-
ation that is likely to be short-
term, with this focus on the re-
gion changing in the future.

The article first appeared in Per-
sian on IRNA.

Workers labor on the production line of towels at a textile manufacturer in
Huai’an city in east China’s Jiangsu Province, April 2, 2025

AP

Big war and future of free trade

By Gholamreza
Mansouri
International
affairs expert
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The trade war between the Unit-
ed States and China is the largest
trade conflict the world has ever
seen. The combined GDP of the
US and China constitutes over 40
percent of the global economy,
indicating that this conflict could
have far-reaching repercussions
worldwide.

Trump previously raised tariffs
on Chinese goods to 104 percent,
and after China retaliated by
hiking tariffs on US goods to 84
percent, Trump further escalated
tariffs on Chinese imports to 125
percent.

One of the consequences of this
back-and-forth exchange of tar-
iffs is the disruption of the eco-
nomic relationship not only be-
tween these two nations but also
globally.

After World War 11, free trade
emerged as the central tenet and
organizing principle of the global
market. It was this principle that
shaped the outcome of the Cold
War between the two blocs of
the US and the Soviet Union. In
this model of cooperation, gov-
ernments are expected to refrain
from intervening in the markets,
allowing free trade to chart the
course.

Free trade has historically fueled
increased production and elevat-
ed exports. The more a country
can export, the greater its eco-
nomic strength and prosperity.
Since the 1970s, China has adopt-
ed an open-door policy that has
allowed it to achieve remarkable
economic growth through un-
paralleled hard work. After five
decades, China’s economy has
surpassed that of the US. In this
context, higher production and
exports have been fundamental
principles for the Chinese econo-
my. Chinese President Xi Jinping
has acknowledged this by stating,
“For over 70 years, China’s devel-
opment has relied on self-reli-
ance and hard work — never on
handouts from others, and it is
not afraid of any unjust suppres-
sion”

This economic logic has been em-

braced in many regions globally,
particularly in the United States.
The reason for China’s substan-
tial economy, which supplies af-
fordable consumer goods to the
world due to its low production
costs, is that the American con-
sumer market is especially keen
to utilize these Chinese products
because of the high domestic pro-
duction costs.

Before 2018, the economic rela-
tionship between China and the
US operated seamlessly. Global
crises, including the US invasions
of Afghanistan and Iraq, as well
as subsequent involvement in
the Middle East due to the rise of
Islamic movements and its sup-
port for Israel’s actions against
Palestine, presented a unique op-
portunity for China to enhance its
export strategy.

During his first presidential term,
Trump highlighted these issues
and declared his main focus as
countering China’s economic
expansion. Another important
point raised was Trump'’s belief
that the Chinese government,
instead of following free-market
principles, manipulates economic
factors to secure greater advan-
tages.

What do statistics indicate?
Statistics show that China’s eco-
nomic dependency on exports
is greater than that of the US.

In simpler terms, high tariffs
on imports would yield greater
profits for the United States. In
the current international trading
regime, some countries, like the
United States, constantly import
more than they export, while
others, such as China and Ger-
many, consistently export more
than they import. As stated in
a Carnegie report, “The United
States, as a deficit country, ex-
periences the opposite of what
surplus countries experience.
The current trade system in-
creases the capacity of American
households to consume, while
reducing the competitiveness
of American manufacturing. As
a result, US producers are ef-
fectively forced to subsidize US

consumers, which has hollowed
out the American manufacturing
industry. The US share of global
manufacturing fell from 15 per-
cent to 10 percent over the peri-
od 2000 to 2021.”

Trump’s argument is that the
principles of free trade, which
are correctly implemented in
the United States, have become a
tool for China to dominate the US
economy.

By imposing heavy tariffs,
Trump has shown that he can
no longer tolerate such a situa-
tion. Now it remains to be seen
how China will respond. The
first comments from the Chinese
president after the imposition
of retaliatory tariffs were that
there would be “no winners.”

He warned President Trump
that China is “not afraid” — and
shortly after his statement, Bei-
jing announced reciprocal tariffs
of 125% on all US imports.

Xi is well aware that the US mar-
ket is China’s largest economic
dynamic, making it difficult for
China to walk away from it eas-
ily. Experts believe that China’s
strength lies in its dynamic and
export-oriented economy. If this
strength is undermined, China is
likely to pursue three scenarios.
First, it would retaliate against US
tariffs. Second, it would explore
new markets for its exports. Fi-
nally, it may shift its economic
strategy from one centered on
exports to one that relies on do-
mestic consumption.

If China were to adopt the third
scenario, considering the high
production costs in the US, the
world might see a transition to-
wards a new economic model.
This model could either result
in a true liberalization of global
trade (as Trump desires), with gov-
ernments stepping back from
market involvement, or, due to
reduced trust in the principles
of free trade, governments might
pursue strategies that contra-
dict free trade ideals on a global
scale. For example, they might
prioritize domestic production
and consumption over reliance
on exports.

An aerial view of new cars waiting for
shipment at a pier for ro-ro ships in
Yantai city in eastern China’s Shan-
dong Province, March 30, 2025

AP

Sincethe 1970s,
Chinahasadopted
anopen-door policy
thathasalloweditto
achieve remarkable
economic

growth through
unparalleled
hardwork.... This
economiclogic has
beenembraced
inmany regions
globally, particularly
inthe United States.

A building for Cubic Corporation,
a US company added to a Chinese
government list of companies facing
trade sanctions, is seen on April 4,
2025, in San Diego.

GREGORY BULL/AP
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All to play for
as Iranian top flight enters final stretch

( Sports Desk )

There will be all to play for
at both ends of the table
when the Persian Gulf Pro
League season enters the
final four rounds of fixtures
today.

Despite a 2-2 draw at
Chadormalou last time out,
Tractor remains the favor-
ite to lift a maiden league
crown, holding a decent
lead in the three-horse ti-
tle race.

Sitting two and four points
clear of nearest rivals Sepa-
han and Persepolis, respec-
tively, with a game in hand,
Tractor will be looking to
get back in the winning
ways against in-form Mala-
van on Friday.

The chasing duo, mean-
while, will square off at
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium
later on Friday, eager to
keep their slim title hopes
alive, while a runner-up
finish and a place in next
season’s AFC Champions
League Elite will also be on
the line.

Tractor will have to visit
fourth-placed Foolad Khu-
zestan on April 25 -in a
rescheduled fixture from
Matchday 22 - and then
play away to Shams Azar
and Esteghlal Khuzestan
either side of a home game
against relegation-threat-
ened Nassaji Mazandaran.

Sepahan, which will shift
focus to Iranian Hazfi Cup
last eight after Friday’s trip
to Tehran, will host fifth-
placed Golgohar Sirjan on
return to league action
before facing bottom-club
Havadar (away) and Estegh-
lal (home).

Two of the relegation can-
didates will come Perse-
polis’s until the end of the
season.

Persepolis, which have
dominated the domestic
league with seven titles
in eight seasons, will play
at Mes Rafsanjan - third

I ”' relegation threat in recent
I years, Nassaji, which has
I former coach Saket Elha-
mi back in the dugout, will
i l then welcome Havadar to
the Vatani Stadium on May
2, with tricky tests at Trac-
tor and at home against Zob
Ahan also coming its way.
Mes, meanwhile, will
square off against Zob
Ahan (a) and Khaybar (n).
Havadar head coach Omid
Ravankhah will hope to
see his men build on an im-
pressive form of late in the
closing stage of a dreadful
season.
Havadar is rock bottom
with 19 points - seven of
which have been collected
in the previous three out-
ings - with a game in hand,
and will be looking to close
the gap on safety following
today’s game and the re-
scheduled visit to Esteghlal
on Monday.
Nassaji (a), Sepahan (1), and
Persepolis (a) also await
Havadar.
Elsewhere in the league,

from bottom - having lost
the reverse fixture 3-1 at
home last December in for-
mer head coach Juan Carlos
Garrido’s final game on the
Reds bench.

The two-time defending
champion will also visit
Khaybar in the penultimate

round, before concluding
its below-par campaign
against Havadar at home.

Survival battle

Separated by five points,
three teams will be hoping
to extend their stay in the
Iranian top-tier league for

SOHEIL SAADATMANDI/FFIRI

next season.

A defining encounter will
see Mes host Havadar to-
day, with Nassaji -three
points above Havadar -
closing watching before
playing away to Khaybar
on Thursday.

All too familiar with the

Golgohar welcomes Es-
teghlal to Sirjan today, and
Iralco and Chadormalou go
head-to-head in Arak on
Thursday.

Also on Thursday, Zob
Ahan and Esteghlal Khuz-
estan meet in Isfahan, with
Foolad hosting Shams Azar
in Ahvaz’s Foolad Arena on
Friday.

Iran’s Alamian up by 63 spots

in ITTF Rankings

( Sports Desk )

Iranian table tennis player
Nima Alamian moved up by
aremarkable 63 spots in the
latest ITTF World Ranking -
released on Tuesday.

The second-best leap among
the top 200 players saw Ala-
mian sit in the 153rd place
in the Men’s Singles Ranking
with 116 points - thanks to
a last-four finish at the WTT

Feeder Havirov tournament in
Czechia earlier in the month.
Alamian defeated German
world No. 69 Steffen Mengel
in the quarterfinals but suf-
fered a loss to Bahrain’s Am-
mirreza Abbasi in a five-game
thriller.

Alamian’s older brother,
Noshad, remains the high-
est-ranked Iranian in World
Men’s Ranking, standing 54th
with 525 points.

Navid Shams moved down by
four spots to sit 165th, with
Iranian prodigy Benjamin
Faragi dropping by three plac-
es to the stand 178th - sixth
in the boys’ singles under-17
ranking.

Lin Shidong retained the
top spot in the ranking with
8325 points, followed by fel-
low-Chinese Wang Chuqin
(6925pts) and Tomokazu
Harimoto (4725) of Japan.

REMY GROS/WTT

GETTY IMAGES

Concacaf opposes 64-team World Cup
plans for 2030

BBC - Concacaf president Victor
Montagliani has criticised a propos-
al to expand the 2030 men’s World
Cup to 64 teams.

The plans, put forward by South
American governing body Conme-
bol, have also drawn opposition
from Uefa president Aleksander
Ceferin and the Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC).

The tournament will be hosted by
Spain, Morocco and Portugal, after
the opening matches are held in Ar-
gentina, Paraguay and Uruguay.
The 2026 World Cup, which will
take place across the United States,
Mexico and Canada, has already
been expanded from 32 to 48
teams.

But Conmebol said it wanted to
add more participants to mark the

competition’s 100-year anniversa-
ry.

“I don’t believe expanding the men'’s
World Cup to 64 teams is the right
move for the tournament itself and
the broader football ecosystem,
from national teams to club compe-
titions, leagues, and players,” Mon-
tagliani told ESPN.

“We haven't even kicked off the new
48-team World Cup yet, so person-
ally, I don’t think that expanding
to 64 teams should even be on the
table”

Concacaf is the governing body of
football in North America, Central
America and the Caribbean.

The decision to expand the 2026
World Cup to 48 teams was taken
in 2017 following a unanimous vote
at a Fifa congress.

Fifa's 75th congress will be held in
Paraguay on 15 May, when Conme-
bol’s proposal could be discussed.
If the proposal is accepted, the 2030
edition would consist of 128 match-
es, double the number played un-
der the 64-game format used from
1998 and 2022.

In March, Ceferin described the
proposal as a “bad idea” while AFC
president Sheikh Salman bin Ibra-
him Al-Khalifa said it would cause
“chaos”.

“If the issue remains open to
change, then the door will not only
be open to expanding the tourna-
ment to 64 teams,” said Salman.
“But someone might come along
and demand raising the number to
132 teams. Where would we end up
then? It would become chaos.”
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A researcher and archaeol-
ogist from Khorasan Raza-
vi Province stated that the
Fakhr-e Davud Caravanserai
is one of the most promi-
nent covered caravanserais
in the region, renowned for
its unique architecture and
strategic geographical loca-
tion along the Silk Road. This
historical structure, with
origins dating back to the
Timurid era, was registered
as a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO in 2023.

Rajabali Labbaf-Khaniki dis-
cussed this in an interview
with ISNA, noting that vari-
ous types of caravanserais,
or rabats, were constructed
based on the geographical
context using specific forms
and materials. For instance,
caravanserais on mountain-
ous routes were typically
roofed and built with stone
and mud mortar, while those
in plains, which accommo-
dated a larger number of
travelers, were larger and
had greater capacity. Due to
the ease of sourcing different
building materials, they often
exhibited both refinement
and sturdiness.

He added that along heavily
trafficked routes connect-

ing major cities, royal cara-
vanserais or palace rabats
were built as accommoda-
tions for kings, princes, and
high-ranking officials. These
structures, designed with
distinct characteristics, in-
cluded many that, like the
Sharaf Caravanserai, were
located along the Silk Road.
Labbaf-Khaniki emphasized
that the Fakhr-e Davud Car-
avanserai is one of the most
beautiful and well-equipped
covered caravanserais along
the Silk Road. This cara-
vanserai is situated on the
southern edge of the village
of Fakhr-e Davud, approxi-
mately 56 kilometers south-
west of Mashhad and 400
meters north of the Mash-
had-Neyshabur road. It was
constructed using bricks,
plaster, and sand mortar on
a foundation of rubble stone
and lime mud.

He noted that the entrance
to the structure is reached
through a tall ivan with a point-
ed arch. Each corner of the
caravanserai features a cylin-
drical tower, and the presence
of observation windows and
arrow slits in the tower walls
indicates that they served not
only a structural purpose but
also functioned as watchtow-
ers for defense, ensuring the

protection of the caravanserai.
The entrance includes a cruci-
form nave that extends along
a longitudinal axis toward the
center of the building.

The interior space of the
caravanserai consists of a
square hall with four thick,
multi-faceted brick columns
in the center, surrounded by
small ivans along the side
walls. Each ivan has an ele-
vated platform that served as
a resting place for travelers’
animals.

He continued: “On top of
each small ivan, there is a
dome that forms a series of
archways, providing cover-
age for the caravanserai. In
the middle of the four central
columns, a square platform
about one-meter-high serves
as a goods unloading area,
topped by a tall octagonal
dome with four lanterns that
illuminate and enhance the
space beneath it. It is possi-
ble that this area was used
not only for unloading goods
but also as a resting place. To
the south, not far from the
caravanserai, a brick water
reservoir was constructed
for travelers to access the
water they needed.”
Labbaf-Khaniki mentioned
that this caravanserai has at-
tracted significant attention

chtn.ir

from travelers throughout
history. The French histori-
an Henri René d’Allemagne
referred to it as the Rabat-e
Hasanabad, placing it be-
tween the two stops of Shar-

ifabad and Ghadamgah.

He continued: “Afzal al-Mulk,
a travel writer, described the
Fakhr-e Davud village and the
caravanserai in the year 1320
AH as follows: ‘The village of
Fakhr-e Davud is a place for
caravan unloading. There are
twenty households here. A
Shah Abbasi Caravanserai has

”m

been built here.

He emphasized that while
Afzal al-Mulk attributed the
caravanserai to Shah Abbas
Safavid, no inscription or
conclusive evidence sup-
ports this claim. Based on
the architectural style of the
building and its similarity
to the covered space of the
Alagband Caravanserai and
the covered section of Amir
Ali Shir Navai’s caravanserai
in Sang Bast, it can be in-
ferred that this structure was
established during the Timu-
rid era and later restored.

He stated that this structure
was registered as a national
heritage site on September
9, 1998, and as a UNESCO
World Heritage site on Sep-

tember 17, 2023.

Discover
architectural wonders

of Fakhr-e Davud
Caravanserai

mehrnews.com

neshan.org

Wildlife and wonders of Nayband National Park

visitiran.ir

Nayband National Park is
a conservation area locat-
ed in Assaluyeh, approxi-
mately three hundred and
twenty kilometers south-
east of the city of Bushehr,
the capital city of Bushehr
Province. Parts of the park
also extend into the Kush-
kenar district of Parsian in
Hormozgan Province. This
park is situated about sev-
en hundred and seven kilo-
meters from the southern
sea borders of Iran.

The Nayband Coast lies be-
tween the cities of Nakhl-e

Taqi, Assaluyeh and Bid
Khun. Spanning an area of
about fifty thousand hect-
ares, Nayband National
Park is recognized as Iran’s
first national sea park.
Of this vast area, 27,000
hectares are submerged
underwater, while the rest
comprises land. The park
features a long cape, sandy
beaches, tree plains, deep
valleys, showcasing a di-
verse landscape.

Nayband National Sea Park
is home to a rich variety of
wildlife, including tigers,

gazelles, bustards, wild
goats, chinkaras, grey fran-
colins, rams, sheep, turtles,
dolphins, sharks, crabs, and
mudskippers.

Notably, a species of sea
salamanders inhabits the
sharp megaliths of the
cape. A research study
conducted in the 2000s re-
vealed the presence of over
forty thousand birds from
sixty-five different species
within the park. Among
these bird species were fla-
mingos, curlews, white pel-
icans, plovers, sandpipers,

large white-headed gulls,
Sternidae, and Dalmatian
pelicans.

With its pleasant weather,
Nayband National Sea Park
serves as a vital habitat for
migratory birds from all
over the world. The envi-
ronmental conditions in
the area have contributed
to the growth of a diverse
range of plant species.
Some of these species in-
clude the broad-leaved
banyan tree, the Hara for-
est of semi-floating trees,
and tamarisks. A remark-

able feature of Hara trees
is their ability to thrive
without fresh water. Ap-
proximately eighty percent
of the aquatic animals in
the Persian Gulf lay their
eggs among the roots of
these trees.

Along the coast, desert vas-
es, and sand dunes can be
seen on the beach, which is
filled with shells and white
sands. The underwater
ecosystem of the park sup-
ports various forms of life,
including corals, seaweeds,
and benthic organisms.
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Archaeologists in western Iran have un-
covered compelling evidence of human
settlement dating back 80,000 years in
Qamari Cave, near the city of Khorram-
abad.

The findings, which span from the Mid-
dle Paleolithic to the Chalcolithic peri-
od, may bolster efforts to secure UNE-
SCO World Heritage status for the site,
Rokna news agency reported.

The excavation, led by Fereidoun
Biglari—head of the Paleolithic Depart-
ment at National Museum of Iran—re-
vealed a sequence of cultural layers
that offer rare insight into the lives of
prehistoric humans, including Nean-
derthals.

According to Biglari, the cave was cho-
sen for study based on recommenda-
tions from ICOMOS (International Council on
Monuments and Sites), which identified the
Khorramabad Valley as a priority area
lacking sufficient archaeological data.
The first phase of excavation, conducted
between February and April 2024, was
authorized by Iran’s Research Institute
of Cultural Heritage and Tourism. It was
carried out in collaboration with Sonia
Shidrang from Shahid Beheshti Uni-

versity and a team of experts including
archaeozoologist Hossein Davoudi, and
archaeologists Ali Saki, Masoud Akbari,
and Atefeh Younesi.

Among the most significant discover-
ies were remains from the Middle Pa-
leolithic period, including stone tools,
animal bones, and charcoal fragments.
These artifacts shed light on the behav-
iors and environmental adaptability of
Neanderthals in the Zagros Mountains.
“The presence of wild goat and deer
bones suggests these species were
hunted,” Biglari added. The tools, pri-
marily crafted from regional flint, il-
lustrate early humans’ skill in utilizing
local resources.

Later strata revealed remnants from the
Chalcolithic era, including stone-lined
hearths, decorated and plain pottery,
and the bones of domesticated animals
such as sheep and goats. Initial analy-
ses suggest similarities with ceramic
traditions of ancient Khuzestan. These
findings point to a community engaged
in herding and limited agriculture, with
livestock forming the backbone of their
economy.

Caves and natural shelters, like Qamari,
often served as dwellings or animal en-
closures for these groups, according to

Biglari.

He emphasized that human presence in
Iran may trace back as far as 700,000
to 1 million years, with earlier evidence
found in Khorasan’s Kashafrud Basin
and caves such as Darband Rashi and

Qaleh Kord.

Despite these groundbreaking findings,
Iranian archaeologists face persistent
challenges. “We lack interdisciplinary
specialists like geoarchaeologists, and
facilities for radiocarbon dating,” Biglari

said. Restrictions on exporting samples
further complicate research. He called
for investment in domestic laboratories,
especially for carbon-14 dating, which
would enable more precise analysis of
ancient remains.

Iran’s membership on UN tourism board extended

Isfahan named host for 2025 regional summit

Arts & Culture Desk

C )

Iran has retained its seat on the Ex-
ecutive Council of the United Nations
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
for another four-year term and will
host the organization’s next major
regional meeting in 2025, officials
confirmed following a key summit in
Indonesia.

Speaking at the 60th meeting of
the UNWTO Regional Commission
for Asia and the Pacific in Jakarta,
Iran’s Deputy Minister of Tourism
Anoushirvan Mohseni-Bandpey said
the Islamic Republic will continue to
represent South Asia on the top pol-
icy-making body for global tourism,

alongside India.

The reappointment comes after
months of diplomatic engagement
aimed at securing Iran’s position with-
in the council, which plays a critical
role in shaping international tourism
strategy and cooperation.

“This is a significant gain that rein-
forces Iran’s active presence in glob-
al tourism policymaking,” Mohse-
ni-Bandpey said.

He emphasized that the tourism sec-
tor is “highly sensitive to international
cooperation” and stressed the impor-
tance of real-time data and collabora-
tion for effective planning.

Iran has held a seat on the council for
the past decade. According to officials,

this continuity reflects years of target-
ed outreach by the country’s foreign
tourism marketing and development
office.

Council membership provides access
to expert consultation, specialized
training, and advanced statistical
modeling through Tourism Satellite
Accounts (Tsa), all of which are vital
for national planning.

In addition to its ongoing involvement
in the UNWTO’s Silk Road initiative,
Iran has also received institutional
support for the launch of an interna-
tional center for tourism research and
development, to be established in col-
laboration with the organization.

In a further win for Iranian tourism

diplomacy, the UNWTO announced
that the central city of Isfahan will
host the 38th session of the UNWTO
Commission for East Asia and the
Pacific in 2025. The decision was
endorsed by a majority of over 30
member states attending the Jakarta
meetings.

Iran’s delegation, led by Mohse-
ni-Bandpey, formally presented Isfah-
an’s candidacy, highlighting the city’s
historical significance and tourism po-
tential. A promotional video showcas-
ing Isfahan’s cultural and architectural
heritage was also screened.

“This is a milestone in Iran’s tourism
diplomacy,” Mohseni-Bandpey said
following the vote. “Hosting high-pro-

file international events is a strategic
priority for strengthening Iran’s glob-
al tourism standing.”

The UNWTO, headquartered in Ma-
drid, is the United Nations’ special-
ized agency for tourism, tasked with
promoting sustainable, inclusive, and
accessible tourism worldwide.
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Iran’s 13th-century academic complex
faces collapse amid funding shortage

Arts & Culture Desk
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Rab’-e Rashidi, once hailed as the world’s
largest medieval academic compley, is now
teetering on the brink of collapse due to years
of neglect, environmental damage, and a crit-
ical lack of funding, Iranian officials and pres-
ervationists warn, according to ILNA.

Built over 700 years ago in Tabriz, northwest
Iran, Rab’-e Rashidi was commissioned by
the Ilkhanid vizier Rashid al-Din. At its peak,
it hosted students from across Asia and the
Persian Gulf, offering instruction in seven
languages. Experts have likened its historical
significance to that of a “university town,” a
precursor to modern academic cities.

But the sprawling site, battered by earth-
quakes, floods, and unauthorized construc-
tion, is now at risk of vanishing entirely. Iran’s
Cultural Heritage Organization says it needs
roughly $1.1 million to safeguard the site’s
core area—funds that are currently unavail-
able.

“This is not just about preservation,” said one
official. “Rab’-e Rashidi is a national asset with
untapped diplomatic potential””

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian in his
early days in office underscored the impor-
tance of cultural heritage, calling it the coun-
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try’s “greatest diplomatic resource.” During a

museum event earlier this year, he singled out
Rab’-e Rashidi as a prime example of Iran’s
scientific and architectural legacy.

Despite its historic status and registration as
a national heritage site, Rabe Rashidi remains
largely unknown, even within Iran. Experts
say poor public outreach and limited research
funding have left the site in the shadows.
Mehrdad Azimi, head of East Azarbaijan’s
Restoration Association, noted that “doc-
umentation and restoration are essential,”
but stressed that “proper identification and
introduction” of the site must also become a
strategic priority.

Excavation efforts have resumed after delays
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. A new
agreement signed last year between Iran’s
Cultural Heritage Department and the Islam-
ic Art University of Tabriz has relaunched
archaeological studies, marking the fourth
official research phase. A fifth round is being
planned, pending final permits.

Vahid Navadad, Deputy Director of East
Azerbaijan’s Cultural Heritage Department,
confirmed that studies will continue under
a five-year framework, but warned that ma-
jor challenges remain. Chief among them is
securing legal control over the surrounding
land, part of which has been overtaken by
urban development.



