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Iranian capital will host the 
first-ever UN Tourism Global 
Forum on Urban Tourism in 
June 2025, following a formal 
agreement signed in Jakarta 
on the sidelines of a key re-
gional summit.
T h e  m e m o r a n d u m  w a s 
signed Wednesday by Iran’s 
Deputy Minister of Tourism, 

Anoushirvan Mohseni Band-
pey, and UN Tourism Secre-
tary-General Zurab Pololikash-
vili, IRNA reported. 
The signing took place during 
the 37th meeting of the UN 
Tourism East Asia-Pacific and 
South Asia Commissions (CAP/
CSA), held in Indonesia’s capi-
tal.
The event, scheduled for June 
24–25, 2025, will take place 

in Tehran. It will be hosted by 
the Abbas Abad Renovation 
Company, a UN Tourism affil-
iate linked to the Tehran mu-
nicipality.
The secretary-general called 
urban tourism a “key driver” 
of economic growth and im-
proved city living, while ac-
knowledging Iran’s cultural 
wealth and historic potential. 
He praised Iran’s investments 

in infrastructure, services, and 
city-level tourism develop-
ment, with particular appre-
ciation for the efforts of the 
Abbas Abad district.
Tehran’s selection is viewed 
as part of a broader push by 
Iranian authorities and local 
partners to position the capi-
tal — and other cities — more 
firmly on the global tourism 
map.

Tehran to host first UN forum 
on urban tourism in 2025

ECO cultural leader calls for regional unity through shared heritage
The president of the ECO Cultural 
Institute (ECI) underscored the im-
portance of shared regional identity 
and cultural legacy during his visit 
to Tehran’s Milad Tower, signaling 
stronger cultural ties across the 
Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) member states.
Saad S. Khan, a historian by training 
and a staunch advocate of heritage 
preservation, praised Iran’s modern 
architectural achievements and the 
cultural vitality of the capital, IRNA 
reported. 

Touring the panoramic observation 
decks and cultural exhibitions at the 
iconic tower, he lauded the site as a 
symbol of Iran’s “rich heritage” and 
its integration with contemporary 
development.
Khan offered “warm congratulations” 
on the occasion of Nowruz and ex-
pressed hope for lasting “solidarity 
and prosperity” across the ECO re-
gion. His visit, marked by gestures of 
goodwill and mutual respect, high-
lighted ECI’s commitment to foster-
ing unity through cultural diplomacy.
The ECO, a regional intergovernmen-
tal organization, aims to enhance 

sustainable economic development 
and promote trade cooperation 
among its 10 member states, includ-
ing Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Afghani-
stan, and several Central Asian and 
Caucasus countries. The group orig-
inated in 1962 under the name RCD 
(Regional Cooperation for Development) and 
was later rebranded as ECO in 1985 
following a hiatus after Iran’s 1979 
revolution.
ECO now represents a bloc of over 
480 million people across a vast 
territory of more than 8.6 million 
square kilometers. It holds signifi-
cant reserves of oil, gas, and indus-

trial potential.
Alongside its economic agenda, ECO 
pursues joint programs in human 
resource development, transport 
connectivity, and regional integra-
tion. The organization’s charter also 
outlines goals to gradually eliminate 
trade barriers and support infra-
structural growth.
Headquartered in Tehran, ECO con-
tinues to use English as its official 
working language. December 7 has 
been designated ECO Day, commem-
orating the expansion of the bloc in 
1992 with the inclusion of newly in-
dependent post-Soviet states.
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Young artists turn dreams into hope for children with cancer

In an 18-year-old tradition that blends 
art with charity, the Tara Behbahani 
Academy will host its annual paint-
ing exhibition ‘Dream to Reality’ on 
April 17 and 18, featuring 69 young 
artists between the ages of 6 and 20. 
Proceeds from the event support chil-
dren battling cancer at Mahak Pedi-
atric Cancer Treatment and Research 
Center.
Since 2006, Behbahani—an artist and 
art educator—has gathered her stu-
dents each spring to share what she 
calls their “visual dreams,” painted 
with oil, watercolor, acrylic, and col-
lage. “Every year, we paint what we 
imagine. But we also help those who 
are living a different kind of reality,” 
she said.
The tradition began at age 23, when 
Behbahani held the first exhibition 

with 16 students at Shirin Gallery. The 
theme was shoes, and the sales fund-
ed over 1,000 pairs sent to remote re-
gions in Khorasan and western border 
towns. As her student base grew, so 
did the scope of the project. The sec-
ond and third exhibitions supported 
the Behnam Daheshpour Charity Or-
ganization. Soon after, the collabora-
tion with Mahak began and continues 
to this day.
All exhibition proceeds go directly to 
Mahak, and the event is held inside the 
hospital to raise awareness. “Children 
who visit the show—often the same 
age as the young patients—come face 
to face with the realities of illness,” Be-
hbahani noted. “It’s more than charity; 
it’s about understanding, empathy.”
This year’s theme, ‘Dream to Reality,’ 
explores how imagination can shift 
perception—and sometimes, lives. 
“We choose the theme each Septem-
ber, and I talk with the students about 

it in depth,” she said. “They each bring 
their interpretation to canvas. It’s not 
copying—it’s creating. Everything 
comes from their own thoughts and 
feelings.”
For Behbahani,  fos-
tering creativity has 
always been central, 
particularly as a tool 
for emotional resil-
ience. “During pu-
berty, kids are full of 
pressure and change. 
Painting helps them channel 
it. It teaches them balance.”
She’s also candid about the challeng-
es. Over two decades, only about 50 
out of 850 students have been boys. 
“Families don’t prioritize art for their 
sons—especially not painting,” she 
said. “They see it as impractical.” Still, 
she’s seen her male students go on to 
fields like architecture and jewelry de-
sign, where their skills flourished.

Some buyers intentionally leave their 
purchase behind, allowing the same 
painting to be resold. “Sometimes a 
single piece sells multiple times. That 
wasn’t my idea—it came from the pub-
lic. But it became a miracle,” she said.
Everything from designing posters 
to transporting paintings is done by 
Behbahani herself. “For 18 years, this 
has been entirely self-run. No spon-
sors. No external help. Just me—and 
the kids.”
The event has had a lasting effect on 
her students. “Some are abroad now, 
but they still message me every year,” 
she said. “They remember what it felt 
like to be part of this. They’re proud 
of it. Some say the certificate they re-
ceived from Mahak changed how they 
saw their own abilities.”

Each opening ceremony includes a 
formal thank-you from Mahak. The 
children are recognized, their efforts 
validated. “It makes them feel seen,” 
she said. “They realize their art has 
value—emotional and economic.”
Behbahani hopes to expand the exhibi-
tion nationwide, but says she can’t do 
it alone. “I’ve been battling cancer my-
self for the past few years. If this proj-
ect is to grow, it needs a committee, a 
proper structure,” she said. “The po-
tential is there—but so is the weight.”
Still, she remains hopeful that more 
people will step up—not just for Ma-
hak’s children, but for others with 
chronic or rare illnesses. “There are 
enough venues and enough kind peo-
ple. Sometimes they just need a little 
push.”
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Iran’s Deputy Minister of Tourism, Anoushirvan Mohseni Bandpey (L), and UN Tourism Secretary-
General Zurab Pololikashvili sign a cooperation agreement in Jakarta on the sidelines of 37th 
meeting of the UN Tourism East Asia-Pacific and South Asia Commissions on April 16, 2025. 
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