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Araghchi: Iran’s enrichment program
not up for negotiation

President says country’s affairs will not await nuclear talks o0

Trump sees Iran talks
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On Saturday, the first round of negotiations
between Iran and the United States was held
in Muscat, the capital of Oman, with both sides
agreeing to carry on the talks in the weekend.
While both parties have talked up the outcome
of the initial round, calling it “positive,” and
similar remarks have been echoed by their re-
spective officials and envoys, it should be em-
phasized that approaching such negotiations
with either blind optimism or knee-jerk pessi-
mism would be misguided. Neither should too
much hope be pinned on immediate results,
nor should the talks be dismissed as futile
from the outset. A more realistic, step-by-step
approach—free from preconceived notions—
should be adopted, allowing developments to
unfold naturally.

That said, a look back at the US track record and
its past dealings with the Islamic Republic in-
dicates a consistent pattern of strong-arm tac-
tics and adversarial behavior. Such a hardline
stance appears to persist even today. Whether
Washington intends to change tack remains to
be seen.

Despite all the challenges just outlined, Iran
should keep its own interests front and cen-
ter in any negotiations. While it is true that
mutual benefits should be considered in any
agreement, if the current talks genuinely serve
Iran’s national interests and enhance its securi-
ty, they will certainly be welcomed. Otherwise,
alternative means should be employed to stand
up to and push back against external threats.

A critical point to note is that the US has
only brought up the prospect of negotiations
now because it needs them. The fact is US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has since the beginning
of his second term, stirred up tensions across
the globe by putting forward irrational de-
mands that have rubbed other nations the
wrong way. His sudden and sweeping tariffs A bridge is shrouded in dust in the city of Ahvazi,

on imports from most countries have fueled southwestern Iran, as a dust storm hits several
inflation, slowed growth, and even threatened provinces, bringing life to a standstill on April 16, 2025
a global economic slump, sending shockwaves IRNA
through financial markets. This has prompted
many nations—even Washington'’s close allies
in Europe—to ponder retaliatory measures.

Trump’s bizarre bid to snap up Greenland drew Minister: Tehran eyes Do talks pave way for beckoning
a sharp response from Denmark. His desire . . . . 2
to regain control over the Panama Canal, along halal meat exports investments in special economic zones?

with his proposal to make Canada the fifty-first
state of the US, also raised eyebrows interna-
tionally.

Moreover, Trump had promised, before return-
ing to the White House, that he would put an end
to the Russia-Ukraine war within 24 hours. Yet,
his attempts to do so have clearly hit a wall.
Now, Trump has turned to Iran, hoping to use
the negotiations as a feather in his cap—a way
to divert attention from the controversies sur-
rounding him and boost his own record. He
wants to be seen as the man who brought Iran
to the negotiating table after years of resistance
and sealed a deal with Tehran. It is clear he does
not intend to let this chance slip away.

Trump’s past behavior also shows a lack of con- Young artists turn dreams into hOpe for
sistency, making it difficult to pin down how
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viable path forward, and that military action
against Iran would come at a huge cost.

The outcome of these talks will undoubted- Importance of

ly make waves far beyond the region, with the dinosaur footprint
potential to affect the global economy. But above . . .

all, what matters most is that Iran pursues its discoveries in

own national interests and security amid to- Kerman Province

day’s chaotic international climate. If these ne-
gotiations open a door to that goal, they should
be continued. If not, it is time to look elsewhere.
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C International Desk )

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said
on Wednesday that Iran’s enrichment
of uranium is “non-negotiable” after US
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff called for
a halt to uranium enrichment ahead of
the second round of talks between the
two countries in Italy.

“Iran’s enrichment [program] is a real,
accepted matter. We are ready to build
confidence in response to possible con-
cerns, but the issue of enrichment is
non-negotiable,” Araghchi told report-
ers after a cabinet meeting.

The remarks came as Araghchi and
Witkoff are due to meet again in Rome
on Saturday, a week after they held the
highest-level talks since US President
Donald Trump abandoned a landmark
nuclear deal in 2018.

Both sides described Saturday’s meet-
ing as “constructive”, which was held in
Oman.

Iran’s enrichment program
not up for negotiation

But on Tuesday, Witkoff said Iran must
“stop and eliminate” its enrichment of
uranium as part of any nuclear deal.
He had previously demanded only that
Iran return to the 3.67 percent enrich-
ment ceiling set by the 2015 accord
between Iran and major powers that
Trump unilaterally withdrew from in
2018.

Conflicting positions

Araghchi condemned what he called
the “contradictory and conflicting po-
sitions” coming out of the Trump ad-
ministration ahead of Saturday’s talks.
“We will find out the true opinions of
the Americans during the negotiation
session,” he said.

Iran’s top diplomat said he hoped to
start negotiations on the framework
of a possible agreement but said that
required “constructive positions” from
the United States.

“If we continue to (hear) contradictory

and conflicting positions, we are going
to have problems,” he warned.

On Tuesday, Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
cautioned that while the talks have
proceeded well in their early stages,
they could still prove fruitless.

“The negotiations may or may not yield
results,” he said.

Moscow visit

Before the second round of talks, Ara-
ghchi will deliver a message from Iran’s
Leader to Russian President Vladimir
Putin on a trip to Russia.

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian in
a cabinet meeting on Wednesday said
that the negotiations are underway
and the country’s affairs are proceed-
ing normally, stressing that the coun-
try’s affairs will not be held up for the
outcome of the nuclear talks. However,
he said that, “We naturally welcome an
agreement.”

The US president met with his top na-
tional security aides on Tuesday to dis-
cuss Iran’s nuclear program.

A source briefed on the meeting said

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi talks
with reporters on the sidelines of a cabinet
meeting in Tehran on April 16, 2025.

MIZAN

Trump and his top aides discussed the
Iran talks and subsequent steps. US of-
ficials have been working on a frame-
work for a potential nuclear deal.

Iran summons Argentine envoy
over 1994 AMIA case accusations

C International Desk )

Iran summoned the Argentine chargé
d’affaires in Tehran to strongly protest
against accusations by the Argentin-
ean judiciary against senior Iranian
officials, condemning the provocative
move by Buenos Aires as contrary to
international norms and regulations.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday
summoned Jorge Mariano Jordan
to convey Tehran’s strong protest
against a ruling by Argentine Prosecu-
tor Sebastian Basso, who issued arrest
warrants for several senior Iranian
officials in connection with the 1994
AMIA bombing, Press TV reported.
“In response to the unlawful and in-
ternationally improper move by the
Argentine Prosecutor’s Office in level-
ing allegations against senior officials
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
chargé d’affaires of Argentina in Teh-
ran was summoned by Issa Kameli,
Director General for the Americas at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
chargé d’affaires was delivered the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’s official note of
strong protest,” the ministry said in a
statement on Wednesday.

Backin July 1994, the Argentine Isra-
elite Mutual Association (amIA) Jewish

center in Buenos Aires was targeted
by a bomb attack, in which 85 people
were reportedly killed and some 300
others wounded.

The bombing remains unclaimed and
unresolved, though Israel has con-
sistently blamed Iran for the attack.
Tehran has rejected the allegation on
numerous occasions through the past
three decades.

During the meeting, Kameli conveyed
the Islamic Republic’s “categorical
rejection and condemnation of the
unfounded accusations” made by the
Argentine judiciary and official author-
ities.

He emphasized that the decision by

the AMIA case prosecutor to level ac-
cusations against senior officials of the
Islamic Republic of Iran “constitutes
yet another deviation in the protracted
judicial proceedings related to a suspi-
cious incident dating back to 1994
The decision to blame Iran “only
serves to deepen the numerous un-
answered questions and ambiguities
surrounding the case—ambiguities
that have persisted due to the con-
tinuous interference and influence of
individuals affiliated with the Zionist
regime, which has turned the case
into a political instrument for advanc-
ing that regime’s anti-Iranian agenda,”
he added.

Russia’s Federation Council okays
strategic partnership deal with Iran

C International Desk )

The Russian Federation Council ratified
the Comprehensive Strategic Partner-
ship Agreement between Russia and
Iran, solidifying a long-term alliance
between the two countries across key
sectors, including defense, energy, and
technology.

It came weeks after Russia’s lower house
of parliament had ratified the compre-
hensive strategic partnership treaty
with Iran, marking a significant step in
the expansion of political and economic
relations between Moscow and Tehran.
The treaty was signed by Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin and Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian in Moscow in
January. Putin submitted it to the State
Duma in March.

Russian leader called it a “breakthrough
document,” and the Iranian president

said it would “open a new chapter in
relations between Iran and Russia in all
fields.”

It provides the legal framework for the
long-term development of cooperation
in areas ranging from defense, energy, fi-
nances, and transportation to industries,
agriculture, culture, science, and technol-
ogy. Based on the treaty, Russia and Iran
are committed to helping each other
counter common “security threats” and
exchange intelligence in that direction.
The agreement also stipulates that if ei-
ther side is subjected to aggression, the
other will not provide “assistance to the
aggressor”

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Andrei
Rudenko said in an address to the State
Duma, “The signing of the treaty does
not mean the establishment of a military
alliance with Iran or mutual military as-
sistance.”

The Russia-Iran treaty promotes invest-
ment in oil and gas development, joint
long-term projects in peaceful nuclear
energy, and the creation of a payment
system independent of third countries,
which uses national currencies.

State Duma Chairman Vyacheslav Volo-
din said earlier that the treaty would
strengthen relations in terms of both
bilateral cooperation and coordination
on international issues.

He said the agreement underscores the
expansion of inter-parliamentary rela-
tions, including within international par-
liamentary organizations and through
the commission on cooperation between
the State Duma and the Parliament of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Iran and Russia, as two close and strate-
gic allies, have over the past years deep-
ened their relations in various fields de-
spite heavy Western sanctions.

Sandstorm sweeps
several provinces
ST

C National Desk )

A sandstorm has severely impacted sev-
eral western and southwestern Iranian
provinces, reducing air quality and leading
to the closure of schools, universities and
public offices as well as the suspension of
incoming and outgoing flights.

The air quality levels saw an alarming
drop in many cities in the provinces.

The sandstorm emanating from the neigh-
boring Iraq and Saudi Arabia hit the prov-
inces of Khuzestan, Ilam, Kermanshah,
Bushehr, Lorestan, Hormozgan and Kohgi-
luyeh and Boyer-Ahmad.

The sandstorm blanketed the provinces in
an orange cloud as shown in footage and
images shared by the Iranian news agen-
cies and reduced visibility in the areas.
People in the cities wore face masks to
protect themselves from the dust.

The authorities were forced to shut down
schools, universities and public offices and
suspend flights in the southern province of
Bushehr.

The authorities have called on people, es-
pecially those with cardiovascular and re-
spiratory diseases, to avoid unnecessary

outdoor activities due to the significant
decrease in air quality.

Drivers were forced to turn on their cars’
lights in the daytime as the sand storm re-
duced visibility in the Qeshm island in the
southern province of Hormozgan.

In Khuzestan Province, air pollution in
many cities reached dangerous levels,
schools and public offices were closed,
flights were called off.

Hundreds of people were also taken to
medical centers with respiratory and car-
diac symptoms.

In the neighboring Iraq, a severe sand-
storm also swept across the center and
south of the Arab country, turning the
sky a strange orange, reducing visibility
in some places to less than a half mile and
sending several thousand people to emer-
gency rooms with respiratory problems.
As aresult of its hot and arid climate, the
West Asia region has always been battered
by dust and sandstorms, but they have be-
come relatively more frequent and intense
in recent years. Most sandstorms hitting
Iran originate from the neighboring coun-
tries such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, and Syria.
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Economy
Domestic

Minister: Tehran eyes halal meat exports
from Brazil to Muslim nations

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s minister of agriculture
emphasized the gradual re-
duction of meat imports from
Brazil due to improved do-
mestic production, stressing
the strategic use of existing
infrastructure in Brazil to
re-export red meat under the
Iranian Halal brand to Islamic
countries.

During his visit to the Iran Ha-
lal Center in Sao Paulo while
attending the BRICS Agri-
culture Ministers’ Summit,
Gholamreza Nouri Qezeljeh
emphasized the gradual re-
duction of meat imports from
Brazil due to improved do-
mestic production, IRNA re-
ported.

Halal refers to products and
practices permissible under
Islamic law, particularly re-

garding food and drink pre-
pared in accordance with re-
ligious guidelines.

“Given the domestic pro-
duction improvements and
increased red meat imports
from neighboring countries —
which offer logistical advan-
tages — imports from Brazil
may decline,” Nouri Qezeljeh
stated. “However, even after
achieving self-sufficiency, we
will not abandon the infra-
structure established here
for halal meat supply. We can
re-export red meat under the
Iranian Halal brand to Islamic
and other interested coun-
tries.”

The agriculture minister ex-
plained that recent red meat
imports were largely driven
by currency shocks, which
disrupted domestic produc-
tion and necessitated imports

to address shortages.

Nouri Qezeljeh added, “In re-
cent years, so-called ‘source
markets’ have entered the
red meat export arena. Their
proximity to Iran, along with
cultural and religious famil-
iarity, has simplified logistics.
This shift reduces the work-
load at the Iran Halal Center
in Sao Paulo.”

“Our current focus is to prior-
itize imports of frozen meat,
particularly veal, from Brazil,”
he noted.

While acknowledging that
red meat imports from Brazil
will decrease, the minister af-
firmed, “The Iran Halal Center
in Brazil will continue opera-
tions as long as necessary. We
will leverage its capacities for
trade, re-exports, and provid-
ing services to other coun-
tries.”

Iran’s NDF prioritizing renewable energy, quick-return projects

( Economy Desk )

An official of the National Develop-
ment Fund of Iran (NDF) expressed
the organization’s preparedness to
finance approximately $23 billion in
quick-return projects, export-orient-
ed initiatives, and large-scale proj-
ects, including those in the oil, gas,
petrochemical, steel, and renewable
energy sectors, with the aim of sup-
porting domestic production and
realizing the new Persian calendar
year’s motto — Investment for Pro-
duction.

The director of supervision and
claims collection at the NDF said that
in the new Iranian year (began on March
20,2025) — 1404, the NDF is prepared
to finance these projects, all in line
with supporting domestic produc-
tion, as reported by IRNA.

Alireza Banihashemi said that
alongside projects in the oil, gas,
petrochemical, and steel sectors, re-
newable energy projects have been
prioritized for investment due to
existing imbalances in the energy
sector.

He highlighted the year’s strategic
objectives, emphasizing support for
production and investment. He con-
firmed the fund’s readiness to pro-
vide comprehensive financing for the
country’s economic initiatives.

In response to the question of
whether the $25 billion figure for
project financing in the year 1404)
is final, Banihashemi explained, “As
repeatedly emphasized, the NDF is
a financial institution and does not
engage in direct ownership. In fact,
the NDF facilitates investment in the
country by financing the private sec-
tor”

He stated that the NDF’s invest-
ment priorities for the year 1404
are focused on quick-return and ex-
port-oriented projects. “Alongside
projects in the oil, gas, petrochemi-
cal, and steel sectors, renewable en-
ergy projects, especially in the power
sector, have been prioritized for in-
vestment due to existing imbalances
in the energy sector and the presi-
dential directive,” he added.

The official further said, “The NDF
will soon begin financing one of the

country’s largest renewable energy
power plant projects. This project is
part of the plan to produce 30,000
MW of electricity from renewable
sources, with the necessary permits
issued and classified and prioritized
by relevant task forces.”

“Within this framework, any proj-
ect that has obtained the necessary
permit from SATBA (Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Organization) and is
introduced to the NDF by the oper-
ating bank can enter the financing
process,” he continued.
Banihashemi also addressed the
timeline for the realization of the
announced $25 billion investment,
“Naturally, financing this volume of
projects will be gradual. Projects will
be completed over several years, and
we will also use revenue sources and
previously freed resources to finance
new projects.”

“In the current year, approximately
$15 billion is allocated for oil and
gas projects, $3 billion for renewable
energy, and $5 billion for industries
such as steel, petrochemicals, and
water transfer projects from the Per-

sian Gulf and the Sea of Oman.”

Banihashemi also discussed the
status of semi-completed industrial
projects and their need for financing,
“The NDF is paying special attention
to this category of projects, especial-
ly those that have been halted due to

exchange rate fluctuations or imple-
mentation issues. If these projects
are economically justifiable and have
obtained the necessary permits, the
NDF is prepared to bring them into
the financing cycle to ensure the
completion of past investments.”

Unemployment rate fell to
7.6% last year, down from 8.1%

< Economy Desk >

Head of Iran’s Statisti-
cal Center announced
the country’s overall
unemployment rate
for the past Iranian
calendar year (1403)
- began on March 20,
2024 - as 7.6%, while
youth unemployment
(ages 15-24) stood at 20.1%. This marks a decline from
the previous year’s (1402) general unemployment rate
of 8.1%.

Speaking at the first meeting of the government’s Su-
preme Employment Council in the new year, chaired
by President Masoud Pezeshkian, Gholamreza
Goudarzi stated, “The economic participation rate for
the population aged 15 and older in 1403 was 41%.
The government must implement a specialized pro-
gram in this regard.”

He added, “The unemployment rate for young people
aged 15 to 24 is significantly higher, reaching 20.1%.”
During the 86th session of the Supreme Employment
Council, participants emphasized the need for “spe-
cial support for rural employment and prioritization
of loans for entrepreneurs working in villages.”

Russian specialists working on Rasht-Astara railway
project: Deputy PM

( Economy Desk >

Russia’s deputy prime minister
stated that Russian specialists are
currently in Iran and working on
the Rasht-Astara railway project.
In response to a question from the
TASS news agency about the time-
line for constructing the railway,
Alexei Overchuk said on Wednes-
day, “Our specialists are already
present in Iran,” IRNA reported.
Russia’s state media further quot-
ed Kazem Jalali, Iran’s ambassa-
dor to Moscow, as writing, “The
Rasht-Astara railway will be built
in less than three to four years.”
On February 20, 2024, Russia’s
Transport Minister announced that
the country might begin feasibility
studies for the Rasht-Astara rail-
way line under the Moscow-Tehran
memorandum of understanding
within the next one to two months.
“The executive agreement for this
railway project is scheduled to be

signed by the end of March 2025.
Additionally, an annex agreement
was signed between the two coun-
tries on February 20, 2024, which
allows us to begin our surveys
and studies before the Iranian
side completes the process of pur-
chasing and securing land along
the railway route,” Roman Vladi-
mirovich Starovoit told reporters.
“The cost of constructing this
railway will be determined af-
ter completing the studies and
route design, but for now, we are
still considering approximately
the same figure previously an-
nounced,” Starovoit added.

On May 7, 2023, Russia and Iran
signed an agreement to jointly
build the Rasht-Astara route. Un-
der this agreement, Moscow will
provide Tehran with an intergov-
ernmental loan worth €1.3 billion
for the project.

According to Russian sources, the
construction cost of the railway is

estimated at €1.6 billion.

Earlier, Russia’s state-run TASS
news agency reported, the
Rasht-Astara line is expected to be
built with Moscow-Tehran coop-

eration, while the Astara (located in
Iran) - Astara (located in Azerbaijan) line
will be developed through trilater-
al cooperation between Moscow,
Tehran, and Baku.”



Jr

Special Issue

4

Iran Daily = Thursday, April 17, 2025

Do talks pave way for beckoning
investments in special economic zones?

According to the findings of a study,
ANALYSIS in addition to obstacles in attracting

domestic and foreign capital, “factors such as neglect of real
production, the dominance of local and political agendas, short-
comings in the banking and insurance systems, and the absence
of development-oriented strategies” are among the reasons for
the failure to achieve the objectives of establishing special eco-
nomic zones (SEZs).

Iran’s economy is now more in need of investment than ever. On
the eve of negotiations held on April 12 between Iranian and
American delegations in Oman, President Masoud Pezeshkian
announced that Iran’s Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei

had not opposed the entry of American investors into the country.
Figures as high as $1 trillion have been cited in this context, and
even a partial realization of this amount could trigger significant
transformations in the national economy.

However, many argue that the fundamental solution to address-
ing the country’s needs lies in attracting public and private sec-
tor participation and capital.

Special economic zones serve as gateways for attracting invest-
ment, supporting domestic production, and developing exports
and imports. These zones were specifically established to at-
tract foreign direct investment, facilitate the transfer of modern
technologies, and bolster production processes while enhancing

the nation’s export capacity.

According to a 2022 report by the Iranian Parliament Research
Center (iPrc), only 30 of the 80 approved zones are operation-
al. The slow, fragmented, and strategy-deficient development
of these zones has limited their effectiveness in advancing the
country’s development.

Ali Asghar Allameh and colleagues, in an article titled “Pa-
thology of attracting investment in special economic zones,”
examined the role and function of these zones in attracting
domestic and foreign investment, while also outlining ma-
jor challenges in this area. Below are key excerpts from the
article:

Brief overview of
formation and evolution
of SEZs in Iran

The concept of free economic
zones in Iran dates back to the
1970s, with Kish Island selected
as the first candidate. However,
this initiative stalled following
the Islamic Revolution and the
imposed Iraqi war. During the
reconstruction era (late 1980s) un-
der the First Development Plan,
the establishment of free zones
— such as Kish, Qeshm, and
Chabahar — was revived. These
zones played a crucial role in re-
ducing import dependency.

In 1990, the Supreme Council of
Free Zones was formed to lever-
age international opportunities.
Concurrently, the idea of special
economic zones emerged, which,
unlike free zones, focused more
on supplying industrial inputs.
Iran’s first official special eco-
nomic zone was established in
Sirjan in 1992.

In 1995, these zones were re-
named “special economic zones,”
but their governing legislation
was not ratified until 2005. As
reported by the Iranian Parlia-
ment Research Center (2022),
only 30 of the 80 approved
zones are active. The sluggish,
disjointed, and strategy-absent
development process has cur-
tailed their efficacy in Iran’s
economic progress.

Gap between SEZs and
successful global models
Iran’s special economic zones
were launched in the early
1990s to foster industrial de-
velopment and attract domestic
and foreign investment. Despite
localized successes, these zones
have largely failed to drive ma-
jor economic transformations.
Globally, such zones have served
as effective tools for enhancing
competitiveness and advancing
economic reforms. In Iran, how-
ever, they have primarily been
shaped by local and political mo-
tives rather than goal-oriented,
macro-level strategies.

In Iran, the quantitative expan-
sion of these zones has been
treated as a success metric,
sidelining necessary structural
and institutional reforms. Over
80 zones have been approved
since 1996, yet only 30 are op-
erational. This trend reflects
governments’ prioritization
of quantity over fundamental
reforms in economic policies.
Moreover, global policymak-
ing has increasingly focused on
science and technology parks,
trade agreements, and economic
unions, diminishing the empha-
sis on special economic zones.
In Iran, the establishment of
these zones has been heavily
influenced by regional pres-
sures and localized develop-
ment goals, resulting in a model

==

This handout picture provided by Khabar Online on April 12, 2025, shows Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (2nd L) speaking with members of the Iranian delegation on the sidelines
of the indirect talks with the US delegation in Muscat, Oman.
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that diverges from successful
international benchmarks. This
underscores the urgent need
for a comprehensive review of
policies and implementation ap-
proaches to enhance their role
in Iran’s economic development.

Overview of four SEZs
under IMIDRO’s purview
In Iran, four special economic
zones under the management
of the Iranian Mines and Min-
ing Industries Development and
Renovation Organization (IMID-
RrO) play a significant role in the
country’s industrial and mining
development:

1. Persian Gulf Mining and Met-
al Industries Special Economic
Zone

Located west of Bandar Abbas,
this zone was initially known as
the “Mining and Metal Industries
Special Zone.” It encompasses
steel, aluminum, petrochemical,
and mining industries, along
with power plants, and spans
approximately 4,650 hectares.
2. Parsian Energy Intensive In-
dustrial Special Economic Zone
Situated at the border of the
southern provinces of Hor-
mozgan, Bushehr, and Fars, this
zone aims to reduce the raw ex-
port of natural gas and produce
high value-added products. Its
targets include steel, petrochem-
icals, aluminum, and electricity
production, with an estimated re-
quired investment of $37.4 billion.
3. Lamerd Special Economic
Zone

Established to develop ener-
gy-intensive industries, com-
plete production chains, and
boost non-oil exports, Lamerd
benefits from its strategic prox-
imity to the South Pars Gas Field
and the Persian Gulf.

4. Kashan Special Economic
Zone

Located near Kashan, this zone
focuses on industrial, commer-
cial, and service-sector develop-
ment, positioning itself as a hub
for industrial growth in central
Iran.

These zones reflect IMIDRO’s
targeted policies to optimize
mineral and energy resources
while advancing the nation’s in-
dustrial infrastructure.

Challenges in attracting
investment to SEZs

Iran’s special economic zones
were created to support domes-
tic production, expand non-oil
exports, and strengthen re-
gional economies. In the 2010s,
with the introduction of econo-
my policies, new expectations
emerged — such as transferring
advanced technologies, boosting
exports, and attracting foreign
capital. Success in attracting in-
vestment, particularly foreign
investment, became a key met-
ric for evaluating these zones
and achieving broader goals like
production, export growth, and
job creation.

However, assessments of their
performance between 2013 and
2020 reveal major challenges. A
primary issue is the lack of accu-

rate, systematic data at the zone
level. Many zones fail to publish
sufficient information on in-
vestment inflows, industrial ac-
tivities, or export achievements,
and even official institutions
face statistical inconsistencies.
Furthermore, energy-focused
zones dominate economic per-
formance. For instance, the Par-
sian Energy Intensive Industrial
Special Economic Zone and the
Pars Special Economic Zone
account for a large share of na-
tional exports. However, their
success stems primarily from
Iran’s structural advantages in
energy resources, rather than
zone-specific policies.

In contrast, zones focused on
non-energy industrial and man-
ufacturing sectors attract mini-
mal investment and show limited
economic success. This imbal-
ance highlights shortcomings in
targeted policymaking, ineffec-
tive incentives, and structural
challenges like bureaucratic com-
plexity and regulatory instability.
Foreign investment trends mir-
ror this pattern: investors grav-
itate toward zones with natural
advantages (e.g., energy resources)
rather than those attempting to
create new appeal through poli-
cy interventions.

Foreign investment
challenges in SEZs

From 2013 to 2020, total foreign
investment in Iran’s 17 special
economic zones amounted to
approximately $3.7 billion, av-
eraging $465 million annually.

Around 63% of this investment
was concentrated in the Pars
and Parsian zones, which oper-
ate in energy and petrochemi-
cals.

Among IMIDRO-managed
zones, the Parsian Energy-In-
tensive Industries Zone led with
$2.163 billion, followed by the
Persian Gulf Mining and Metal
Industries Special Economic
Zone ($754 million) and Lamerd
zone ($372 million). In contrast,
the Bushehr Special Economic
Zone attracted just $1 million
in foreign investment during
this period.

These figures underscore the
concentration of foreign capital
in zones with structural advan-
tages like energy resources, ac-
cess to international waters, and
port infrastructure. Other zones
have struggled to attract signifi-
cant foreign investment.

The impact of international
sanctions, particularly those
linked to Iran’s nuclear program,
is evident in these trends. The
2015 JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action) temporarily boosted
foreign investment, increasing
the share of investment in spe-
cial zones from 20% in 2012 to
51% in 2017. However, the US
withdrawal from the JCPOA in
2018 and the reimposition of
sanctions caused this share to
plummet to 0.5%, triggering a
downward spiral.

Such volatility highlights the
high risk and economic-politi-
cal instability deterring foreign
investors, despite domestic

Theimpact of
international
sanctions,
particularly those
linkedtolran’s
nuclear program,
isevidentin
thesetrends.The
2015)CPOA (Joint
Comprehensive
Plan of Action)
temporarily boosted
foreigninvestment,
increasingthe share
ofinvestmentin
specialzonesfrom
20%in2012t051%in
2017.However,the
USwithdrawal from
theJCPOAin2018
andthereimposition
of sanctions
causedthisshare
toplummetto

0.5%, triggeringa
downward spiral.
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incentives. Regional competitors
like the UAE, Oman, and Pakistan
attracted over $26 billion in foreign
investment during the same period.
This stark contrast underscores the
urgent need for policy revisions, im-
proved international relations, and
regulatory stability in Iran.

Analysis of domestic
investment trends in
IMIDRO’s SEZs

Compared to foreign direct invest-
ment, domestic investment in IM-
IDRO’s special economic zones has
performed more favorably. Between
2013 and 2020, total domestic in-
vestment in these zones reached
106 trillion tomans (approximately $14.7
billion), peaking in 2020 with over 56
trillion tomans in domestic capital
absorption.

Persian Gulf Mining and Metal In-
dustries Special Economic Zone and
the Lamerd Special Economic Zone
led the way, attracting $18 billion
and $7.8 billion in domestic invest-
ment, respectively, and experiencing
significant economic growth.

A substantial portion of growth in
these zones stems from domestic re-
sources, as their performance in at-
tracting foreign investment has been
lackluster. Factors such as sanctions,
infrastructural deficiencies, bureau-
cratic hurdles, and weak economic
governance have hindered foreign
capital inflows.

Special economic zones are intend-
ed to stimulate foreign investment
and promote non-oil export growth.
However, due to domestic challeng-
es, these zones have strayed from
their primary objectives and have
not succeeded in achieving their
overarching goals.

Factors behind failure to
achieve SEZ objectives

An analysis of Iran’s special econom-
ic zones and their shortcomings in
attracting investment and driving
economic development reveals
structural, policy, and systemic chal-
lenges. Key factors include:

1. Overreliance on traditional com-
parative advantages, neglect of pro-
duction

A major weakness lies in prioritiz-
ing existing comparative advantag-
es over “creating new competitive
edges.” This approach perpetuates
raw-material-focused production
and low value-added exports, un-
dermining competitiveness and
long-term development.

2. Dominance of local, political agen-
das in zone establishment

Many zones were established due to
political pressures or local demands
rather than geographic or economic
viability. This has led to zones being
located in areas with inadequate in-
frastructure and limited industrial
capacity.

3. Constraints in financial, banking,
and insurance systems

Rigidities and inefficiencies in Iran’s

IRNA

financial and insurance systems
have deterred foreign investment.
Key issues include underdeveloped
financial markets, opaque regula-
tions, and unfavorable tax policies.
4. Lack of strategic vision in SEZ pol-
icymaking

The absence of a national strategic
roadmap for these zones has ren-
dered them ineffective and costly.
Without clear objectives or globally
aligned planning, zones fail to deliv-
er meaningful outcomes.

The confrontation of the rentier
and ideological structures of gov-
ernments with the outward-looking
development model.

5. Confrontation of rent-seeking
and ideological structures with out-
ward-oriented development

A governance model rooted in ideo-
logical self-reliance and rent-seeking
economic structures has hindered
integration into global markets and
technological exchange. While SEZ
success depends on global engage-
ment, Iran’s economic governance
framework remains misaligned with
these needs.

Research findings

- Energy-focused zones like the
Persian Gulf Mining and Metal In-
dustries and Parsian zones outper-
formed others (e.g, Kashan and Lamerd)
in attracting domestic and foreign
investment.

- Sanctions, neglect of production,
preference for local demands over
location-specific assessments, and
failure to reform banking/insurance
systems are primary reasons for un-
derperformance.

- Iran’s experience with SEZs aimed
at attracting foreign investment,
transferring technology, boosting
domestic production, and enhanc-
ing exports has been marred by
challenges. Neglect of real produc-
tion, politicized zone establishment,
banking/insurance inefficiencies,
and absence of development strat-
egies have undermined these goals.
- While zones like Parsian and the
Persian Gulf succeeded in domestic
investment, regions such as Kashan
and Lamerd lagged due to infra-
structure gaps, poor regional capac-
ity-based planning, and neglect of
production/export priorities.

To enhance the effectiveness of special
economic zones, implementing multi-
layered reforms in both policymak-
ing and execution is crucial. Critical
measures include streamlining zone
establishment procedures, upgrading
infrastructure and regional capabil-
ities, overhauling financial systems
and funding frameworks, embracing
production-focused strategies, and
advancing development-driven for-
eign policies. A cohesive, sustained
strategy across these areas is vital to
fully realize these zones’ capacity to
propel Iran’s industrial, commercial,
and economic progress.

Muscat negotiations,
a pragmatic diplomatic
achievement

By Heshmatollah
Falahatpisheh

K
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The most significant outcome of
the Muscat negotiations, never-
theless, was the demonstration
of diplomatic pragmatism — an
achievement not to be underesti-
mated. This is because anti-nego-
tiation factions in both Iran and
the US have long argued that the
two sides used talks as a pretext,
claiming each pursued alternative
agendas. On the American side,
critics alleged that the US, amid
military posturing, sought only to
offer limited negotiation oppor-
tunities while aligning primarily

by sidelining intermediaries and
pushing for direct US-Iran nego-
tiations. Should this scenario ma-
terialize, Iran has signaled open-
ness. Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian has stated, “We have
no ideological opposition to eco-
nomic cooperation with the US.”

In contrast, Scenario Two involves
Trump prioritizing the demands
of actors like Israel, potential-
ly introducing non-negotiable
terms. For instance, the US might
demand Iran abandon its nuclear
fuel cycle while retaining facilities
like the Bushehr reactor, relying
instead on externally supplied
fuel under pre-JCPOA arrange-
ments (e.g., 20%-enriched uranium mon-
itored by the IAEA). Such terms would
effectively strip Iran of fuel pro-
duction capabilities, leading to

part from decades of hardline re-
sistance, which has historically
hindered US-Iran de-escalation.
In Iran, the debate over direct
versus indirect talks is shaped
by hardline pressures, a dynamic
that has exacted a heavy toll on
the country. It is argued that there
is no justification for persisting
with indirect negotiations or in-
termediaries, particularly now
that US willingness for dialogue
is evident. Those advocating indi-
rect talks or limiting negotiation
mandates are seen as seeking to
create loopholes to sabotage the
process.

Regarding Russia’s role in the
negotiations between Iran and
the United States, it is no secret
that Russia is striving to make the
Ukraine issue the top priority on

with Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s policies against
Iran. Conversely, some in Iran
argued that the country was not
genuinely pursuing dialogue but
rather engaging in stalling tactics.
The fact that both sides agreed to
structure the talks in a way that
avoided deadlock and set a time-
line for further rounds indicates
a mutual desire for agreement.
When rival parties seek compro-
mise, they intentionally frame
negotiation texts or agendas to
emphasize common ground while
deferring contentious issues — a
dynamic observed in Muscat. This
week is viewed as a critical junc-
ture for diplomacy, particularly as
anti-negotiation forces in Iran and
elsewhere continue their efforts
to undermine progress.

Looking ahead, two potential sce-
narios emerge. Scenario One en-
visions Iran and the US reaching
a JCPOA-like agreement during
the Trump administration. This
possibility was previously float-
ed, as some argued that Trump
dismantled the original JCPOA for
two reasons: first, to affix his own
signature to a new deal, and sec-
ond, to secure economic benefits

failed talks. Worse still, additional
non-nuclear disputes could be in-
jected into the agenda. The likeli-
hood of agreement hinges on how
closely the parties align with each
other’s scenarios.

It is argued that the regional wel-
come for these talks, excluding
Israel, sends a clear message to
the US about the Middle East’s
desire for stability. The US’ larg-
est economic exchanges occur
in this region, a reality absent
during the JCPOA era. This shift
bolsters the prospects for dia-
logue. However, it is emphasized
that without breaking taboos, ne-
gotiations risk yielding outcomes
favoring Netanyahu. Greater in-
centives, economic prospects,
and regional security coopera-
tion between Iran and the U.S.
would enhance the chances of
agreement. Shared interests in
economic collaboration and re-
gional security could not only
bridge bilateral tensions but also
align with the interests of neigh-
boring states. Such progress, it is
asserted, requires bold steps.
Domestically, criticism from
some Iranian lawmakers against
continued negotiations stems in

the US agenda. However, the re-
ality is that Russia is so deeply
involved in the Ukraine conflict
that it lacks the capacity to be
proactive in diplomatic initiatives
around the world. This has been
the case for the past four years,
and unfortunately, if the nego-
tiators and officials of Iran had
revived the JCPOA four years ago,
Iran would have achieved unprec-
edented gains. But currently, the
exclusion of Russia from nuclear
talks is viewed as a US-driven de-
cision, not an Iranian one.
Meanwhile, Russia’s efforts to
prioritize the Ukraine issue in
US foreign policy are no secret.
However, its deep entanglement
in the Ukraine war has reportedly
diminished its capacity to disrupt
global diplomatic initiatives. It is
suggested that had Iranian nego-
tiators and officials revived the
JCPOA four years ago, Iran would
have achieved unprecedented
gains. Currently, the exclusion
of Russia from nuclear talks is
viewed as a US-driven decision,
not an Iranian one.
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Iran’s Magsoudlou
crowned at Reykjavik Open

( Sports Desk )

the table with 7.5 points
- thanks to six wins and
two draws after nine

campaign with a victo-
ry over German Georg

X

paired with any opponent
in the fourth round.

Iranian chess grandmas-
ter Parham Magsoudlou
was crowned champion at
the Reykjavik Open 2025
in Iceland.

World No. 42 Maqsoud-
lou shared the spoils
with Indian grandmas-
ter Abhijeet Gupta in the
ninth and the final round
on Tuesday to finish atop

rounds of matches.
Ukraine’s Vasyl Ivanchuk,
Azerbaijan’s Mahammad
Muradli, and Serbian Veli-
mir Ivic stood behind the
Iranian, respectively, with
the runner-up to 11th-
placed players finishing
on seven points.

The Iranian began his

Tscheuschner, and went
on to beat British FIDE
master Sohum Lohia, Lu-
kasz Licznerski of Poland,
American Brandon Jacob-
son, Azerbaijani GM Mu-
radli, and Shreyas Royal of
England, while settling for
a draw against Ukrainian
Ivanchuk.

The Iranian was not

The latest triumph took
Magsoudlou’s FIDE rating
to 2684 points.

More than 200 players
from 52 countries took
part at the seven-day
event.

This was the 39th edi-
tion of the chess tour-
nament in the capital of
Iceland.

FIBA Women'’s Asia Cup Div. B qualifiers:

Iranian girls off
to flyer against Syria

C Sports Desk )

Iran got off to flying start
at the FIBA Women’s Asia
Cup Div. B - WABA Quali-
fication Tournament, de-
feating Syria 65-55 in the
Group A opener in Am-
man, Jordan.

Iranian guard Roxy
Barahman, who plays
for French club Tarbes
Gespe Bigorre, contrib-
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uted with a game-high
25 points - including five
3-pointers - and seven
rebounds in 31 minutes
of play for the coun-
try, with Delaram Vakili
chipping in 14 points, 12
of which came from be-
hind the arc.

Bervin Jajo (13pts) and Ali-
cia Magarian (11) finished
in double figures for Syr-
ia.

-
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Iranian girls won the first
quarter 23-12, before it
finished 38-26 at half-
time.

Iran again dominated the
third quarter for a 19-7
advantage, as the Syrians’
fightback in the final quar-
ter proved too little, too
late.

Next for Iran in the three-
team group is a game
against Jordan today.

Asian U18 Athletics Championships:
Iran’s Ahanin-Maram wins bronze
in boys’ hammer throw

( Sports Desk )

Iranian Amirreza Ah-
anin-Maram won a first
medal for the country at
the Asian U18 Athletics
Championships, grabbing a
bronze medal in the boys’
hammer throw event on
Day 1 of the contests in
Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

The Iranian began the
final showpiece with
a 67.74m effort, and
then went on to register
69.88m, before his final

attempt of 70.83m saw
Ahanin-Maram finish on
the third podium.

The host’s Mohammed
Siraj Alzayer walked away
with the gold medal thanks
to a 79.11m attempt, with
Chinese Wang Ankang set-
tling for the silver with
74.81m.

The sixth edition of the
competition will continue
until Friday in the Saudi
coastal city.

Kiarash Kaboli, Arman
Amini, Amirreza Moradi,

Mohammad-Hassan Dar-
vish, and Mohammad-Saleh
Kamareh are the other Ira-
nians in the men’s compe-
tition, with Umm ul-Banin
Tehrani, Hasti Siahman-
souri, and Samia Shahpari
taking part in the women’s
events.

Elsewhere on Day 1, Siah-
mansouri finished fourth
in the hammer throw final
with 56.14m, while Tehrani
also missed out on the shot
put event, standing fourth
with 14.44m.

iranathletics.ir

< Sports Desk )

Former Iranian super-
heavyweight wrestler
Komeil Qassemi was ap-
pointed as the new head
coach of Saudi Arabia
freestyle national team.
This is a second coach-
ing job overseas for
the two-time Olympic
medalist, who led the

uww

Cambodia to an all-time
best haul of 19 med-
als - three golds and
silvers apiece - at the
2022 Southeast Asian
Wrestling Champion-
ships.

Qassemi, who is also
a United World Wres-
tling (uww) educator,
retired from wrestling
in 2019, with a 2014

Iranian Qassemi named
Saudi FS wrestling head coach

world silver, as well as
a gold medal and dou-
ble silvers at the Asian
Championships under
his belt.

Qassemi won the free-
style 120kg bronze
at the 2012 London
Olympics, before his
medal was upgraded
to the gold seven years
later, when the two

original finalists Artur
Taymazov and Davit
Modzmanashvili were
stripped of their medals
after testing positive for
banned substances.
Qassemi settled for a
superheavyweight sil-
ver in Rio 2016, fol-
lowing a final defeat
against Turkish great
Taha Akgiil.
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Importance of dinosaur footprint
discoveries in Kerman Province

( Iranica Desk )

Mohammad Eslami, the head
of the Cultural Heritage, Handi-
crafts, and Tourism Organization
of Zarand, a city in Kerman Prov-
ince, recently visited the newly
discovered dinosaur footprints
in Dasht-e Khak Village, accom-
panied by the heads of universi-
ties in Zarand.

During this visit, he articulated
that the primary purpose was
to assess the significance of this
discovery in relation to tourism
and the protection of natural
heritage. Eslami emphasized the
potential of this discovery to at-
tract tourists, noting that these
dinosaur footprints are not only
valuable historical and scientific
artifacts but could also become a
unique tourist attraction.

He added that the existence
of such evidence of dinosaurs
could promote scientific and
specialized tourism, providing
an opportunity for a better un-
derstanding of geological and
environmental history. Eslami
indicated that necessary mea-
sures for the protection of this

footprint, as well as the creation
of suitable conditions for its
tourism development, would
commence soon, ISNA wrote.

Samin Mirzaei, the head of
the Islamic Azad University of
Zarand, stressed the importance
of education and research in pa-
leontology. She mentioned that
this discovery could offer more
opportunities for students and

researchers to conduct studies
and will be effective in fostering
educational programs in this
field.

Local officials and stakeholders
were also present during the vis-
it, engaging in discussions about
planning educational and scien-
tific tours in the region. They
specifically emphasized the need
to create suitable infrastructure

to facilitate visits from tourists
and scientific experts.

This valuable discovery, beyond
its scientific aspects, is regarded
as an opportunity for sustain-
able tourism development in
Zarand, which could contribute
significantly to job creation and
economic growth in the region.
Dinosaur exploration opera-
tions took place in late summer

2002, when a joint Iranian and
Brazilian team identified skel-
etal remains of dinosaurs, in-
cluding a carnivorous theropod
tooth and pieces of unidentified
bones, in the Darreh-ye Neyzar
area, located in the village of
Deh Alireza in northern Zarand,
Kerman.

Additionally, an herbivorous
dinosaur footprint, angled and

virgool.io

located on a sloping wall, was
uncovered in recent excavations.
Part of this dinosaur’s footprint,
which lived approximately 180
million years ago during the Ju-
rassic period, has been lost due
to neglect.

These significant discoveries
have confirmed that both her-
bivorous and carnivorous dino-
saurs coexisted in Iran.

A walking tour of Shiraz's historic Zand quarter

Karim Khan Citadel
charkhemina.ir

Vakil Mosque
wikipedia.org

Pars Museum
aftabtravel.com

( Iranica Desk )

Shiraz, often referred to as Iran’s
cultural capital, is best explored
on foot — especially in its histor-
ic Zand Quarter. Built in the 18th
century under the visionary rule
of Karim Khan Zand, this dis-
trict seamlessly blends Persian
artistry, architectural marvels,
and vibrant living history. This
half-day walking tour covers six
iconic sites and concludes with a
taste of authentic Persian cuisine.
Let’s step back in time!

Why Shiraz is a must-visit

Shiraz isn’t just a city; it's a por-
tal to the soul of Persia. Beyond
its poetic legacy, it serves as the
gateway to both Persepolis, the
awe-inspiring Achaemenid capi-
tal, and Pasargadae, the tomb of
Cyrus the Great. Both are UNES-
CO World Heritage Sites located

just an hour away, destination-
iran.com wrote.

The city boasts landmarks like
the 19th-century Nasir al-Mulk
Mosque, where sunlight trans-
forms stained-glass windows
into kaleidoscopes of color. Shi-
raz's temperate climate nurtures
vineyards and fragrant orange
groves that frame its stunning
turquoise-domed shrines. Its cos-
mopolitan spirit pulses through
art galleries, saffron-infused cui-
sine, and the warm, tea-loving
locals who embody Persian hos-
pitality. A journey here isn’t just
travel; it's time travel.

Karim Khan Citadel

Karim Khan Zand, who ruled
Iran from 1751 to 1779, reject-
ed the title of king in favor of
Vakil-o-Roaya (Attorney of the Peo-
ple). His citadel served both as a
military stronghold and a royal

Vakil Bathhouse
kojaro.com

residence. Karim Khan Citadel is
arectangular brick fortress with
14-meter-high walls and circular
bastions at each corner.
Rostam tilework: The east-
ern entrance features glazed
tiles depicting Rostam, the leg-
endary hero from Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh, battling demons.
Inner oasis: Inside the citadel,
a serene courtyard filled with
orange trees, private bathhouses
(visit the southeast section), and four
residential wings showcase the
lifestyle of the Zand royal family.

Pars Museum

Located in Nazar Garden, just
a five-minute walk south of the
citadel, this octagonal Kolah Fa-
rangi (pavilion) building, named
for its European-influenced de-
sign, once hosted Karim Khan’s
diplomatic meetings. Today, it
houses:

® Exquisite Holy Qur’an manu-
scripts

® Lacquer-work boxes from the
Qajar era

@ Portraits of Zand rulers and Sa-
favid-era ceramics

Design Details: Admire the intri-
cate mugarnas (honeycomb vaulting)
and floral tilework framing the
central dome.

Vakil Mosque

Just a 10-minute walk east from
Nazar Garden, near Vakil Bazaar,
this mosque greets visitors with
its colorful display of striking
glazed tiles adorned with beau-
tiful floral patterns. Crossing a
wide-open courtyard, enter the
southern Shabestan, where a col-
umned hall is concealed behind
its tall entrance portal.
Courtyard: Framed by 48 tiled
arches and featuring a reflective
pool.

Vakil Bazaar
safartop.com

Prayer hall: Supported by 48
spiraled columns, the vaulted
ceiling is adorned with intricate
arabesque patterns.

Mihrab and minbar: The prayer
niche and pulpit showcase
calligraphic inscriptions and
peacock motifs. The mosque’s
name, Vakil echoes Karim Khan’s
self-chosen title.

Vakil Bathhouse

A three-minute walk west of Va-
kil Mosque leads to this former
public bathhouse, now a muse-
um showcasing:

® Wax figures reenacting tradi-
tional bathing rituals

@ Architectural innovations like
Khanu (underground heating)

® Temporary exhibitions (e.g, Per-
sian carpets)

Design note: The bathhouse’s
arched ceilings amplify sound
— a feature that ensured privacy

during its heyday.

Vakil Bazaar and Sara-ye
Moshir

No tour of Shiraz is complete
without diving into its iconic
bazaar! From the Pars Mu-
seum, head east to the main
entrance, a short walk to two
gateways:

Southern gate: Follow your nose
to vibrant spice stalls and kalei-
doscopic shops beneath soaring
17th-century arches. Don’t miss
the Chaharsu, a domed cross-
roads where passageways lead
to workshops and glittering fab-
ric stores, sourcing materials for
the iconic embroidered dresses
of the Qashqgai nomads.
Northern gate: Peek into every-
day life at stalls brimming with
household goods — perfect for
authentic souvenirs and peo-
ple-watching.
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Tehran to host first UN forum
on urban tourismin 2025

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iranian capital will host the
first-ever UN Tourism Global
Forum on Urban Tourism in
June 2025, following a formal
agreement signed in Jakarta
on the sidelines of a key re-
gional summit.

The memorandum was
signed Wednesday by Iran’s
Deputy Minister of Tourism,

Anoushirvan Mohseni Band-
pey, and UN Tourism Secre-
tary-General Zurab Pololikash-
vili, IRNA reported.

The signing took place during
the 37th meeting of the UN
Tourism East Asia-Pacific and
South Asia Commissions (cap/
csa), held in Indonesia’s capi-
tal.

The event, scheduled for June
24-25, 2025, will take place

in Tehran. It will be hosted by
the Abbas Abad Renovation
Company, a UN Tourism affil-
iate linked to the Tehran mu-
nicipality.

The secretary-general called
urban tourism a “key driver”
of economic growth and im-
proved city living, while ac-
knowledging Iran’s cultural
wealth and historic potential.
He praised Iran’s investments

in infrastructure, services, and
city-level tourism develop-
ment, with particular appre-
ciation for the efforts of the
Abbas Abad district.

Tehran’s selection is viewed
as part of a broader push by
Iranian authorities and local
partners to position the capi-
tal — and other cities — more
firmly on the global tourism
mabp.

Iran’s Deputy Minister of Tourism, Anoushirvan Mohseni Bandpey (1), and UN Tourism Secretary-
General Zurab Pololikashvili sign a cooperation agreement in Jakarta on the sidelines of 37th
meeting of the UN Tourism East Asia-Pacific and South Asia Commissions on April 16, 2025.

ECO cultural leader calls for regional unity through shared heritage

( Arts & Culture Desk )

The president of the ECO Cultural
Institute (Eci) underscored the im-
portance of shared regional identity
and cultural legacy during his visit
to Tehran’s Milad Tower, signaling
stronger cultural ties across the
Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) member states.

Saad S. Khan, a historian by training
and a staunch advocate of heritage
preservation, praised Iran’s modern
architectural achievements and the
cultural vitality of the capital, IRNA
reported.

Touring the panoramic observation
decks and cultural exhibitions at the
iconic tower, he lauded the site as a
symbol of Iran’s “rich heritage” and
its integration with contemporary
development.

Khan offered “warm congratulations”
on the occasion of Nowruz and ex-
pressed hope for lasting “solidarity
and prosperity” across the ECO re-
gion. His visit, marked by gestures of
goodwill and mutual respect, high-
lighted ECI'’s commitment to foster-
ing unity through cultural diplomacy.
The ECO, a regional intergovernmen-
tal organization, aims to enhance

sustainable economic development
and promote trade cooperation
among its 10 member states, includ-
ing Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Afghani-
stan, and several Central Asian and
Caucasus countries. The group orig-
inated in 1962 under the name RCD
(Regional Cooperation for Development) and
was later rebranded as ECO in 1985
following a hiatus after Iran’s 1979
revolution.

ECO now represents a bloc of over
480 million people across a vast
territory of more than 8.6 million
square kilometers. It holds signifi-
cant reserves of oil, gas, and indus-

trial potential.

Alongside its economic agenda, ECO
pursues joint programs in human
resource development, transport
connectivity, and regional integra-
tion. The organization’s charter also
outlines goals to gradually eliminate
trade barriers and support infra-
structural growth.

Headquartered in Tehran, ECO con-
tinues to use English as its official
working language. December 7 has
been designated ECO Day, commem-
orating the expansion of the bloc in
1992 with the inclusion of newly in-
dependent post-Soviet states.

Young artists turn dreams into hope for children with cancer

By Saeideh Ehsani Rad

U Staff writer

In an 18-year-old tradition that blends
art with charity, the Tara Behbahani
Academy will host its annual paint-
ing exhibition ‘Dream to Reality’ on
April 17 and 18, featuring 69 young
artists between the ages of 6 and 20.
Proceeds from the event support chil-
dren battling cancer at Mahak Pedi-
atric Cancer Treatment and Research
Center.

Since 2006, Behbahani—an artist and
art educator—has gathered her stu-
dents each spring to share what she
calls their “visual dreams,” painted
with oil, watercolor, acrylic, and col-
lage. “Every year, we paint what we
imagine. But we also help those who
are living a different kind of reality,”
she said.

The tradition began at age 23, when
Behbahani held the first exhibition

with 16 students at Shirin Gallery. The
theme was shoes, and the sales fund-
ed over 1,000 pairs sent to remote re-
gions in Khorasan and western border
towns. As her student base grew, so
did the scope of the project. The sec-
ond and third exhibitions supported
the Behnam Daheshpour Charity Or-
ganization. Soon after, the collabora-
tion with Mahak began and continues
to this day.

All exhibition proceeds go directly to
Mahak, and the event is held inside the
hospital to raise awareness. “Children
who visit the show—often the same
age as the young patients—come face
to face with the realities of illness,” Be-
hbahani noted. “It’s more than charity;
it's about understanding, empathy.”
This year’s theme, ‘Dream to Reality,
explores how imagination can shift
perception—and sometimes, lives.
“We choose the theme each Septem-
ber, and I talk with the students about

itin depth,” she said. “They each bring
their interpretation to canvas. It’s not
copying—it’s creating. Everything
comes from their own thoughts and
feelings.”

For Behbahani, fos-
tering creativity has £
always been central,
particularly as a tool

for emotion:jll resil- 1=
ience. “During pu-
berty, kids are full of
pressure and change.
Painting helps them channel

it. It teaches them balance.”

She’s also candid about the challeng-
es. Over two decades, only about 50
out of 850 students have been boys.
“Families don’t prioritize art for their
sons—especially not painting,” she
said. “They see it as impractical.” Still,
she’s seen her male students go on to
fields like architecture and jewelry de-
sign, where their skills flourished.

< Tara Behbahani
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Sirjan Jahan Steel Company is pleased to announce the sale and
export of 25,000 MT DIRECT REDUCTED IRON (DRI) with the possibility of

increasing the contract amount to 50,000 MT, under FCA delivery terms at
the Sirjan Jahan Steel Company warehouse.
We invite interested bidders to obtain tender documents by sending an email

sales@sjsco.ir.
All documentation will be provided electronically.
All bids on conformity to tender instruction should be submitted no later than

Monday, April 28, 2025.

For further inquiries,

Tel: +2186084642

please contact us at:

SIRJAN JAHAN STEEL COMPLEX

Some buyers intentionally leave their
purchase behind, allowing the same
painting to be resold. “Sometimes a
single piece sells multiple times. That
wasn’t my idea—it came from the pub-
lic. But it became a miracle,” she said.
Everything from designing posters
to transporting paintings is done by
Behbahani herself. “For 18 years, this
has been entirely self-run. No spon-
sors. No external help. Just me—and
the kids.”

The event has had a lasting effect on
her students. “Some are abroad now,
but they still message me every year,”
she said. “They remember what it felt
like to be part of this. They're proud
of it. Some say the certificate they re-
ceived from Mahak changed how they
saw their own abilities.”

Each opening ceremony includes a
formal thank-you from Mahak. The
children are recognized, their efforts
validated. “It makes them feel seen,”
she said. “They realize their art has
value—emotional and economic.”
Behbahani hopes to expand the exhibi-
tion nationwide, but says she can’t do
it alone. “I've been battling cancer my-
self for the past few years. If this proj-
ect is to grow, it needs a committee, a
proper structure,” she said. “The po-
tential is there—but so is the weight.”
Still, she remains hopeful that more
people will step up—not just for Ma-
hak’s children, but for others with
chronic or rare illnesses. “There are
enough venues and enough kind peo-
ple. Sometimes they just need a little
push.”



