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Minister urges stronger cultural dialogue

to shape Asia’s future

Iran proposes launch of Asia Film Festival

-

Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Abbas Salehi addressees the audience during the
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Asia Cultural Cooperation Forum (Accr2025) held in Hong Kong on April 22, 2025.

IRNA

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran’s Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance floated the
idea of establishing an “Asia
Film Festival” during a gather-
ing of top Asian cultural offi-
cials in Hong Kong on Tuesday,
offering Tehran as the host for
its first edition.
The proposal came during the
Asia Cultural Cooperation Fo-
rum (ACCF2025), which brings
together ministers, cultural
leaders, and representatives
‘ from over 30 nations, IRNA

reported.

The event aims to boost re-
gional exchanges, strengthen
cultural diplomacy, and tackle
shared challenges through dia-
logue and collaboration.

“As the world moves from
a unipolar to a multipolar
structure centered on Asia,”
said Abbas Salehi, cultural co-
operation has become “more
important than ever” to foster
understanding and stability
across the region.

Salehi pointed to Asia’s rich
tapestry of civilizations and

vast human capital as a spring-
board for deeper partnerships.
He stressed that Iran, with its
strategic location and “civili-
zational heritage,” has always
welcomed constructive cultur-
al ties with its neighbors.

Turning to global crises, Sale-
hi voiced strong concern over
the ongoing conflict in Gaza,
calling it “one of the ugliest
human events” and describing
Gaza as “an open wound” that
intensifies the “human duty”
of the global community.

Throughout his remarks, Sale-

hi underscored the power of
culture to “build peace” and
promote “human dignity,”
urging Asian nations to dou-
ble down on shared projects,
specialist working groups, and
continued dialogue.

The ACCF2025, underway in
Hong Kong’s Special Admin-
istrative Region, features a
packed agenda of workshops,
roundtables, and expert meet-
ings. Since its launch, the fo-
rum has sought to carve out a
bigger role for cultural cooper-
ation in shaping Asia’s future.

Iran courts deeper ties with SCO judicial chiefs in China

Justice is not a choice, it’s a necessity: Iran’s top judge says

( Social Desk )

[ran’s top judge met with judicial
leaders from Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (sco0) member
states this week in Hangzhou,
calling for stronger legal ties and
united action on global challenges.
Chief Justice Gholamhossein
Mohseni Ejei of Iran landed in
eastern China for the 20th SCO
Judicial Summit and held a string
of bilateral talks with his counter-
parts from India, China, Pakistan,
Turkey, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
and Tajikistan.

During a meeting with China’s
highest judicial authority, Zhang
Jun, Ejei called the summit a

“platform for convergence,” and
praised China’s judiciary for its
“professional trajectory”

He stressed the need to “step up
cooperation” under the Iran-Chi-
na 25-year strategic partnership.

Iran also struck a common chord
with Turkey, Pakistan, and India
on judicial exchanges. Ejei and
Turkey’s Supreme Court head,
Omer Kaz, discussed signing an
agreement to protect travelers’
rights and manage prisoner is-
sues. “We can reach a comprehen-
sive and reasonable agreement,’
said Ejei.

In a similar tone, Pakistan’s Chief
Justice Yahya Afridi backed more
frequent legal dialogues, stating,

“Judicial cooperation should not
be limited to top levels.” He ex-

tended an official invitation to Ejei
to visit Islamabad.

With India, talks touched on cy-
ber threats, crypto laws, and the
need to counter what Ejei called
“unilateral and biased interpre-
tations” of human rights and ter-
rorism by Western nations. Justice
Sanjiv Khanna of India highlighted
the deep historical links between
the two countries and expressed
readiness for “close cooperation”
on judicial reforms. Ejei’s empha-
sis on digital transformation in
the justice sector featured heavily
throughout the summit. He urged
SCO states to embrace smart tech-

Iran’s Chief Justice Gholamhossein
Mohseni Ejei (1st L) attends the 20th SCO
Judicial Summit in eastern Chinese city of
Hangzhou, on April 22, 2025.
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nologies, calling it “not a choice,
but a necessity””

At each meeting, Ejei raised alarm
over Israel’s military campaign in
Gaza. He called on SCO members
to use their collective voice to
“halt the Zionist regime’s war ma-
chine,” describing the situation as
“atrocious crimes” and “deliberate
targeting” of civilians.

Iran’s top judge also voiced sup-
port for closer legal coordination
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with Central Asian neighbors.
Talks with Tajikistan and Uzbeki-
stan focused on common culture,
visa waivers, and shared civiliza-
tional roots. “We must build on
our affinities to strengthen justice
cooperation,” Ejei said.

Kazakhstan's judiciary echoed
Iran’s call for faster implementa-

tion of joint legal agreements. “We
are eager to expand our ties,” said
Mergalif Islambek, Kazakhstan’s
judicial head.

Iran will host next year’s SCO ju-
dicial summit, and expectations
are high. As Zhang Jun putit, “Iran
holds a strategic position—we
want long-term ties.”

Iranian delegate’s FIA term renewed

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Ramin Salehkhoo, Iran’s representative
in the International Historical Commis-
sion (cHI) of the Fédération Internatio-
nale de 'Automobile (F1a), has secured a
two-year extension to his membership
following a vote by the organization’s
World Council for Mobility and Tour-
ism. Salehkhoo, head of the Historical
Vehicles Association under the Iranian
Touring and Automobile Club, will con-
tinue as a titular member of CHI. The
renewal signals strong backing from the

FIA for what it called his “professional
approach” and “recognized expertise.”

The FIA's CHI, tasked with global policy
and standards around historic vehicles,
plays a key role in preserving automo-
tive heritage. Salehkhoo has been active
in shaping those policies during his pre-
vious term, contributing expert views
and taking part in high-level meetings.
A senior official from the FIA's mobility
sector wrote to Salehkhoo, congratu-
lating him and encouraging his “active
participation” in the future of the his-
torical motoring landscape. Salehkhoo
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also serves as vice president and board
member of the International Federation
of Historic Vehicles (FivA). He brings de-
cades of experience in technical, re-
search, and executive roles related to
classic vehicles.

Asghar
Farhadi sets
new film in

Paris with
top French
cast

AUCTION SJSCO. B140306

Sirjan Jahan Steel Company is pleased to announce the sale and export
of 10,000 tons STEEL BILLET (Size 150 x 150 mm) with the possibility of
increasing the contract amount to 15,000 MT on basis of FOB. Interested
bidders are invited to get documents with send an email to sales@sjsco.ir
All the documents will be sent VIA email.
All bids on conformity to tender instruction should be submitted no later than Monday,
May 05, 2025.

lease contact us at:

For more information,
Tel: +2186084642
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( Arts & Culture Desk )

Acclaimed Iranian director Asghar Far-
hadi is set to begin shooting his next
film in Paris this fall, marking his return
to European cinema with a French-lan-
guage project featuring a lineup of lead-
ing French actors.

Details surrounding the film remain
under wraps. The title is yet to be an-
nounced, and the plot has not been dis-
closed. Still, industry watchers see it as
another bold step by Farhadi, who has
long straddled both Iranian and inter-
national film landscapes, ISNA reported.
The project comes not long after Far-
hadi hinted at filming in Los Angeles.
It remains unclear whether this Paris
shoot is tied to that earlier mention or
if it marks a shift in direction. What is
clear is his choice to “bring together” a

group of top-tier French talent for the
production.

Farhadi, 52, is no stranger to filming
abroad. His 2013 film ‘The Past’ was
shot in France, followed by ‘Everybody
Knows’ in Spain, starring Penélope Cruz
and Javier Bardem. Despite his global
reach, it is his Iranian dramas — ‘About
Elly, ‘A Separation, ‘“The Salesman, and
‘A Hero’ — that have cemented his repu-
tation as one of contemporary cinema’s
most powerful storytellers.

The director was cleared in 2023 of legal
accusations involving the origin of the
storyline of ‘A Hero’. A former student
had claimed co-authorship of the idea,
sparking a courtroom battle in Iran that
ultimately ended in Farhadi’s favor.
Farhadi has won two Oscars for Best In-
ternational Feature Film, a rare feat for a
non-Western director.



