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Beijing defends 
Tehran’s peaceful 
nuclear rights

2

Iran, US set to hold technical talks in Oman 
Trump says negotiations ‘going very well’ 2

Iran, Russia agree on
major gas transfer deal, 
funding for new nuclear plant 3

Crafting national security strategy

A present necessity, 
future imperative for Iran

At the dawn of the new century, 
amid profound transformations in 
the international order, the world 
grapples with increasing uncer-
tainty and unprecedented com-
plexities. New alignments among 
great powers, such as those wit-
nessed between Europe and the 
United States during the Trump 
era, the emergence of complex and 
ambiguous technologies like artifi-
cial intelligence, the intensification 
of geopolitical and geo-economic 
rivalries, and multifaceted envi-
ronmental and health crises have 
created conditions where navigat-
ing the future without a precise 
roadmap and strategic compass is 
both perilous and costly.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, as a 
major and influential actor in the 
West Asia region and embarking 
on the “Second Phase of the Islam-
ic Revolution” – which outlines a 
long-term vision for the country’s 
progress and excellence – requires, 
more than ever, the formulation 
and declaration of an operational 
and integrating document to en-
hance the convergence of national 
capacities towards securing na-
tional interests. This crucial need 
can be met through a codified, 
comprehensive, and forward-look-
ing National Security Strategy (NSS) 
document. Such a document would 
not only clarify the country’s 
course in the turbulent sea of re-
gional and international relations 
but also act as a national covenant, 
consolidating do-
mestic capabilities 
and conveying a clear message to 
the world.
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Three proposals  
to attract oil giants
Reform, revision, 
diplomacy
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Iranians collect 
13 medals at WT 
President’s Cup
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Explore enchanting 
fritillaries of 
Kohgiluyeh and 
Boyer-Ahmad Province
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O P I N I O N
By Navid Kamali
Strategic affairs analyst

Asia Cultural Cooperation Forum

Iran proposes 2026 as 
‘cultural year’ with China 
amid deepening ties
Pakistan sees Persian 
as part of its cultural identity, 
says Iranian minister
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Iranian Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad (L) shakes 
hands with Russian Energy Minister Sergei Tsivilev 
after singing an agreement in the wake of an 
Iranian-Russo economic cooperation commission 
meeting in Moscow, Russia on April 25, 2025.
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