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Explore enchanting fritillaries of
Kohglluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province

( Iranica Desk

In the four seasons of nature
in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ah-
mad Province, the fritillaries
bloom stunningly on the moun-
tain slopes, enchanting visitors
amidst the beauty of the envi-
ronment. As the warm areas of
the province gradually take on
a summery hue, spring in the
foothills and the pristine nat-
ural beauty of the cold regions
emerge, with the peak of this
beauty particularly evident in
the plains where fritillaries
thrive, especially in the Kakan
district of Boyer-Ahmad.
Strolling through the lush
plains, surrounded by hun-
dreds of fritillaries rising from
the earth under an expanse of
blue sky and delightful spring
air, while nightingales joyfully
sing, offers visitors a sweet ex-
perience. According to tourism
experts in Kohgiluyeh and Boy-
er-Ahmad, approximately 2,000
hectares serve as the habitat for
these fritillaries in the province,
chtn.ir wrote.

These flowers grow to a height
0of 100 to 120 centimeters and
are bulbous, herbaceous plants
belonging to the lily family.
Globally, there are between 120
to 140 species of fritillaries,
classified into eight subgenera,
making them quite rare. In Iran,
fourteen or fifteen species have
been identified.

Fritillaries thrive in high alti-
tudes and mountainous, rocky
areas, leading to the belief that
this flower symbolizes resil-
ience and endurance in cold cli-
mates. Furthermore, in ancient
Iran, images of this flower were
often depicted alongside the
Tree of Life and next to kings,
suggesting that fritillaries
served as symbols of immortal-
ity during that era.

The fritillary plain in Yasuj is
among the most stunning tour-
ist attractions in Kohgiluyeh

and Boyer-Ahmad Province.
This breathtaking plain, lo-
cated in the Kakan district of
Boyer-Ahmad, becomes vibrant
with colorful wildflowers each
spring. It is situated approxi-
mately 40 kilometers from Ya-
suj, the center of the province
and the capital of Boyer-Ahmad
County.

Another significant habitat for
fritillaries in the province is
the Raq Plain, located on the

border between Choram and
Boyer-Ahmad. Covering over
100,000 hectares, this lush
and dreamlike area not only
supports various plants but is
also considered one of the most
breathtaking displays of fritil-
laries in the region.

An official from the Natural
Resources and Watershed
Management Organization in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province highlighted the color-

ful displays of fritillary plains
across various regions and
urged tourists to take care of
these beautiful flowers.

Soleiman Mohammadi noted
that while fritillaries in Kohgi-
luyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Prov-
ince are not currently classi-
fied as endangered, they face
threats due to the negligence
of some tourists and certain
nomadic herders, which could
jeopardize the survival of this

valuable species.

He expressed concern about the
excessive picking of wild fritil-
laries by tourists for planting
in home gardens or keeping in
pots, emphasizing that although
these plants may remain green
for a few days, they quickly wilt
afterward. Mohammadi also
pointed out that part of the
valuable fritillary population
is lost due to early migrations
of nomadic herders to summer

pastures, as the passing live-
stock can severely damage the
flowers. He urged residents of
nomadic areas to ensure that
their livestock do not harm the
wildflowers.

Moreover, he stressed the im-
portance of raising cultural
awareness, particularly through
radio and television, mass me-
dia, non-governmental organi-
zations, and collaboration with
other agencies, to combat the
uprooting and sale of rangeland
plants.

Currently, the plains filled with
fritillary flowers have become a
gem among the natural attrac-
tions of Kohgiluyeh and Boy-
er-Ahmad Province. However,
as tourists enjoy this natural
heritage, they must also strive
to preserve it. Human interfer-
ence and increasing destruction
of natural areas have adversely
affected fritillary growth across
various regions, raising con-
cerns about the potential clas-
sification of this beautiful and
vibrant flower as endangered.
With the overharvesting of vari-
ous medicinal and edible range-
land plants in the province
leading to their designation as
endangered, there is now fear
that fritillaries may join this
group. Thus, it is essential for
tourists visiting the fritillary
plains in Kohgiluyeh and Boy-
er-Ahmad Province to be mere
observers of the beauty of na-
ture and to refrain from picking
the flowers.

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province encompasses 512,000
hectares of non-forest range-
land, with over 300,000 hect-
ares of national land covered
by rangeland vegetation. Cov-
ering an area of approximate-
ly 16,000 square kilometers,
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province is located between
the provinces of Fars, Bushehr,
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, Is-
fahan, and Khuzestan.

Dehloran’s heritage revealing signs of ancient civilization

( Iranica Desk )

A faculty member of Islam-
ic Azad University of llam
stated that Dehloran, as one
of the important regions
in western Iran, has been
inhabited since prehistor-
ic times and holds signs of
civilization within it.

Habibollah Mahmoud-
ian, in an interview with
ISNA, explained that the
pre-civilization era of
Elam is known as the Pro-
to-Elamite period, which
has left numerous artifacts

Dehloran
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in Dehloran. Excavations
conducted in this region
indicate that humans lived
in Dehloran about 8,000
BCE and domesticated an-
imals such as sheep and
goats to ensure a reliable
food source.

He noted that during this
period, Dehloran was rec-
ognized as one of the cul-
tural and economic centers.
This era coincided with the
Ali Kosh Hill period, which
is famously known as the
pre-pottery phase. The ru-
ins of the ancient Ali Kosh

Hill were inhabited before
the invention of pottery
(around 8000 BCE).
Mahmoudian elaborated
that archaeological find-
ings show humans man-
aged to cultivate plant
seeds such as barley,
lentils, mung beans, flax,
wheat, and barley in De-
hloran from 5,500 to 7,500
BCE. They established the
first village and settlement
and engaged in livestock
farming.

He stated that these de-
velopments are confirmed
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based on evidence ob-
tained from archaeolog-
ical excavations, such as
those conducted by Frank
Hole and Kent Flannery
in 1961 on the Ali Kosh
Hill, Chogha Sefid Hill, and
other ancient areas of this
region.

He added that archaeolog-
ical findings indicate that
humans succeeded in cre-
ating the first village and
settlement in Dehloran
between 5,500 and 7,500
BCE. These villages reflect
significant transforma-

tions in architecture and
the social organization of
people during that period.
Mahmoudian stated that
Dehloran, as one of the key
areas in prehistoric times,
played an important role
in the development of ag-
riculture, livestock farm-
ing, and early architecture.
This region, with its rich ar-
chaeological sites, stands as
evidence of ancient civiliza-
tions and human advance-
ments in prehistoric times.
Dehloran, the largest city
in Ilam Province, is situ-

ated in the southwestern
part of the province and
boasts a rich historical
background.

This city shares the lon-
gest border between Ilam
Province and Iraq, making
it the most populated city
after the provincial capital.
The city’s main population
comprises Lors and Kurds,
with a smaller presence of
Laks and Arabs. The pri-
mary languages spoken
are Lori and Kurdish, and
the dominant religion is
Shia Islam.
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Spanning more than one-
third of the province’s
area, Dehloran is located
230 kilometers from Ilam,
nestled between the cities
of Mehran, Malekshahi,
and Abdanan, and borders
Iraq to the south and west.
As one of the tropical cit-
ies in western Iran, De-
hloran experiences very
hot weather during the
summer and late spring.
However, in winter and
late March, the climate be-
comes pleasant, attracting
tourists and travelers.




