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Pezeshkian urges 
joint effort to fight 
terrorism in calls with 
Modi, Sharif 2

By Mashallah Shakeri
Iran’s former 
ambassador to Pakistan

Iran-US talks grow 
‘more serious’ as both sides 
resolute for deal: Iranian FM  Iranian FM  
US official calls meeting 
‘positive, productive’

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi said on Saturday Iran-US 
talks over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gram had become “more serious” 
with both side demonstrating 
willpower to strike deal despite 
“serious disputes” emerging in the 
expert-level negotiations. 
Iran and the United States held a 
third round of talks in the Oma-

ni capital Muscat where negoti-
ators discussed what Araghchi 
described as “more detailed and 
more technical” issues regarding 
the Iranian nuclear work. 
The talks, which began April 12, 
saw experts led by chief negotia-
tors Araghchi and his US counter-
part Steve Witkoff 
exchanging mes-
sages via Omani intermediaries 
during latest round.

Massive blast hits
key port in southern Iran
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Iran can help build bridges between India, Pakistan

The tragic incident that took 
place on April 22 in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir’s Pahalgam 
was deeply unfortunate. The 
attack left 26 people dead, in-
cluding foreigners and Indian 
nationals. Regardless of ethnic-
ity, nationality, or gender, this 

incident is a tragic event that is 
condemned. Questions remain 
regarding the motive of the per-
petrators behind the attack and 
whether any governments were 
involved. On the ground, howev-
er, tensions have been spiraling 
between India and Pakistan, as 
New Delhi blames the attack on 
Islamabad.   
It is important to note that the 
current situation is not related to 
the longstanding conflict between 
the two sides. Three wars have 
taken place between these two 
countries, which have many on-

going disputes, including border 
conflicts. Actions taken by both 
nations in the disputed Kashmir 
region are regularly challenged 
by the opposing side. Therefore, 
the potential for escalating ten-
sions between these two nations 
has always existed, and the inci-
dent in Pahalgam has sparked 
a fury that has been bottled up, 
leading to heated rhetoric and 
harsh words exchanged. Consid-
ering the region 
is already not in 
a normal situation, it is hoped 
that these tensions will subside.
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‘National Carpet Center’ 
revived in Iran’s Industry 
Ministry
Hand-woven Persian rugs 
victim of political rivalries
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Persian Gulf Pro League:
Last-gasp winner sends  
Tractor five points clear
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Archaeologists examine 
excavated artifacts from 
historical Shiraz
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Thick, black smoke rises as rescuers arrive near the 
source of an explosion at the Shahid Rajaei port dock 
southwest of Bandar Abbas in the Iranian province of 
Hormozgan on April 26, 2025. 
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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (back row-1st R) is seen discussing with his accompanying 
delegation ahead of indirect nuclear talks with the United States in the Omani capital of Muscat 
on April 26, 2025. 
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