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Pezeshkian urges 

joint effort to fight 
terrorism in calls with 

Modi, Sharif 2

By Mashallah Shakeri

Iran’s former 

ambassador to Pakistan

Iran-US talks grow 

‘more serious’ as both sides 

resolute for deal: Iranian FM  Iranian FM  
US official calls meeting 

‘positive, productive’

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-ghchi said on Saturday Iran-US talks over Tehran’s nuclear pro-gram had become “more serious” with both side demonstrating willpower to strike deal despite “serious disputes” emerging in the expert-level negotiations. Iran and the United States held a third round of talks in the Oma-

ni capital Muscat where negoti-ators discussed what Araghchi described as “more detailed and more technical” issues regarding the Iranian nuclear work. The talks, which began April 12, saw experts led by chief negotia-tors Araghchi and his US counter-part Steve Witkoff exchanging mes-sages via Omani intermediaries during latest round.

Massive blast hits
key port in southern Iran

2

Iran can help build bridges between India, Pakistan

The tragic incident that took place on April 22 in Indian-ad-ministered Kashmir’s Pahalgam was deeply unfortunate. The attack left 26 people dead, in-cluding foreigners and Indian nationals. Regardless of ethnic-ity, nationality, or gender, this 

incident is a tragic event that is condemned. Questions remain regarding the motive of the per-petrators behind the attack and whether any governments were involved. On the ground, howev-er, tensions have been spiraling between India and Pakistan, as New Delhi blames the attack on Islamabad.   It is important to note that the current situation is not related to the longstanding conflict between the two sides. Three wars have taken place between these two countries, which have many on-

going disputes, including border conflicts. Actions taken by both nations in the disputed Kashmir region are regularly challenged by the opposing side. Therefore, the potential for escalating ten-sions between these two nations has always existed, and the inci-dent in Pahalgam has sparked a fury that has been bottled up, leading to heated rhetoric and harsh words exchanged. Consid-ering the region is already not in a normal situation, it is hoped that these tensions will subside.
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Thick, black smoke rises as rescuers arrive near the 

source of an explosion at the Shahid Rajaei port dock 

southwest of Bandar Abbas in the Iranian province of 

Hormozgan on April 26, 2025. 
 IRNA

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (back row-1st R) is seen discussing with his accompanying 

delegation ahead of indirect nuclear talks with the United States in the Omani capital of Muscat 

on April 26, 2025. 
 ISNA
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National DeskA massive explosion and fire at Iran’s 
largest commercial port in southern country has killed at least five people 
and injured more than 500 others.
Social media videos showed black 
billowing smoke after the blast at 

the Shahid Rajaei port in Hormozgan 
Province. Others showed glass blown 
out of buildings kilometers away from 
the epicenter of the explosion. State 
media footage showed the injured 
crowding into at least one hospital, 
with ambulances arriving as medics 
rushed one person by on a stretcher.

The blast shattered windows within a 
radius of several kilometers and was 
heard in Qeshm, an island 26 kilome-
ters south of the port.
At least 516 have been injured in the 
blast at the port just outside of Ban-
dar Abbas, a major facility for con-tainer shipments for Iran that handles 

some 80 million tons of goods a year.Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an expressed sympathy for the vic-
tims of the deadly blast, adding he 
had “issued an order to investigate 
the situation and the causes”, dis-patching Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni to the area to look into the 
incident.The Interior Ministry said it launched 
an investigation into the incident.
Although the cause of the blast was 
not immediately clear, the customs office at the port said in a statement 
carried by state TV that it probably resulted from a fire that broke out at 
the hazmat and chemical materials 
storage depot.
Hossein Zafari, a spokesperson for Iran’s crisis management organiza-
tion, appeared to blame the explosion 
on poor storage of chemicals in con-
tainers at Shahid Rajaei.

“The cause of the explosion was the 
chemicals inside the containers,” he told Iran’s ILNA news agency.
“Previously, the Director General of Crisis Management had given warn-
ings to this port during their visits 
and had pointed out the possibility of 
danger,” Zafari said.An Iranian government spokesperson, 
however, said that although chemicals 
had likely caused the blast, it was not 
yet possible to determine the exact 
reason.
Oil facilities were not affected by the 
blast on Saturday, authorities said. The National Iranian Petroleum Re-fining and Distribution Company said 
in a statement that it had “no connec-tion to refineries, fuel tanks, distribu-
tion complexes and oil pipelines.”
Shahid Rajaee, more than 1,000 kilo-
meters south of the capital Tehran, is 
the most advanced container port in Iran.
The rare explosion came several months after one of Iran’s deadliest 
work accidents in years. The coal 
mine blast in September, caused by a 
gas leak, killed more than 50 people in Tabas in Iran’s east.

Massive blast hits key port 

in southern Iran

“The atmosphere was quite serious,” Araghchi told Iranian TV after the 
meeting, adding that 
the two sides moved 

away from broader topics.
“This does not mean our differences 
have been resolved. There are still 
disagreements on both major issues 
and on the details,” he pointed out.
The top diplomat added that the del-
egations would go back to their capi-
tals for “further review” of the issues 
raised in order to “narrow down 
differences” and would reconvene 
probably next Saturday in a venue 
to be determined later. 

Cautious optimism
He expressed “extremely cautious 
optimism” about progress in the 
talks as there were issues over 
which “general understandings” 
needed to be achieved before any 

discussion on their details. Araghchi said he was “satisfied” with 
the pace and course of the negotia-
tions though there were “some very 
serious disagreements” on certain issued which “would defiantly take 
time” to be resolved.“I believe that there is willpower in the opposing side. We definite-
ly have willpower, but whether an 
agreement can be reached is uncer-tain. I am optimistic, but very cau-
tious.”The Iranian negotiating team for 
this round included economic ex-
perts and specialists from the Atom-ic Energy Organization of Iran are 
expected to join the talks next week, 
according to Araghchi. The Iranian minister reiterated that 
the talks had so far focused on nu-
clear-related matters and “no other 
issues” had been touched on in the 

course of the meetings. Iran has time and again said that its 
defense capabilities including its 
ballistic missile program is not up 
for negotiations.    
“Our topic is solely nuclear which means trust-building over Iran’s nu-
clear program in return for the lift-
ing of sanctions,” he said.A senior US administration official hailed the talks with Iran as “posi-
tive and productive,” and said the 
two sides had agreed to meet again soon in Europe.
“This latest round of direct and in-
direct discussions lasted over four 
hours. There is still much to do, but 
further progress was made on get-ting to a deal,” the official said on 
condition of anonymity.
“We agreed to meet again soon, in Europe, and we thank our Omani 
partners for facilitating these talks.”

Pezeshkian urges joint effort to fight 
terrorism in calls with Modi, Sharif

  Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian on Saturday called for regional 
cooperation to root out terrorism as he spoke with Indian and Pakistani 
leaders following a deadly attack by gunmen in Indian-run Kashmir. India blamed Pakistan for the April 
22 attack on tourists in Pahalgam 
which left 26 civilians dead. How-ever, Islamabad has denied involve-
ment and expressed readiness for a 
neutral probe into the incident.Speaking with Indian Prime Min-ister Narendra Modi, Pezeshkian 
“strongly” condemned the “inhu-mane” act of terror, IRNA reported. 
“Such bitter incidents double the 

shared responsibility of all regional 
countries… to help to eradicate the roots of terrorism,” he told Modi on 
the phone.He urged New Delhi to contin-
ue to follow in the footsteps of its prominent national figures such as Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, “who were the messengers 
of peace.” Modi, for his part, echoed Pezeshki-an’s calls for a collective approach to the fight against terrorism, saying 
regional countries needed “unity 
and all-out cooperation” to address 
the issue.     The Iranian president also phoned Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif to highlight the need for 

“greater cooperation” among re-
gional nations to “combat the sinis-
ter phenomenon of terrorism” and “destroy the financial and military 
infrastructure of terrorist groups.”
“Such terrorist acts… lead to new conflicts and tensions among re-
gional countries,” he warned. 
Sharif described Pakistan a victim of terrorism and said Islamabad was 
open to cooperate for a “compre-
hensive and transparent inquiry” 
into the recent incident. 
Pezeshkian invited both leaders to visit Iran. The two also offered their 
condolences over a deadly explo-
sion that ripped through a key port in the southern Iranian city of Ban-
dar Abbas on Saturday.

Iran-US talks grow ...

World bids farewell to 

Pope Francis

Presidents, royalty and simple mourn-
ers bade farewell to Pope Francis on 
Saturday at a solemn funeral ceremo-
ny, where a cardinal appealed for the pontiff ’s legacy of caring for migrants, 
the downtrodden and the environment 
to be kept alive.
The Argentine pope, who reigned for 12 years, died at the age of 88 on Mon-
day after suffering a stroke, Reuters 
reported.
“Rich in human warmth and deeply sensitive to today’s challenges, Pope 
Francis truly shared the anxieties, suf-
ferings and hopes of this time,” said Italian Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, who presided over the funeral Mass.In spiritual language, the 91-year-old 
Re gave a simple message: there was no going back. The first pontiff from Lat-
in America had been “attentive to the 
signs of the times and what the Holy 
Spirit was awakening in the Church,” 
he said.Applause rang out as Francis’ coffin, in-
laid with a large cross, was brought out of the basilica and into the sun-filled 
square by 14 white-gloved pallbearers at the start of the Mass.
The Vatican estimated more than 
250,000 people attended the ceremo-
ny, cramming the square and the roads 
around.
The crowds clapped loudly again at 
the end of the service when the ushers 
picked up the casket and tilted it slight-
ly so more people could see.

Aerial views of the Vatican showed a 
patchwork of colors - black from the dark garb of the world’s leaders, red 
from the vestments of some 250 cardi-
nals, the purple worn by some of the 
400 bishops and the white worn by 
4,000 attending priests.
After the funeral, as the great bells of St. Peter’s pealed in mourning, the coffin was placed on an open-topped 
popemobile and driven through the heart of Rome to St. Mary Major Basil-
ica.
Francis, who shunned much of the 
pomp and privilege of the papacy, had 
asked to be buried there rather than in St. Peter’s -- the first time a pope had 
been laid to rest outside the Vatican in 
more than a century.
The burial itself was conducted in pri-
vate.Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance Seyyed Abbas Salehi also at-
tended the funeral ceremony in Rome. Francis’ death ushered in a meticu-
lously planned period of transition, 
marked by ancient ritual, pomp and 
mourning. Over the past three days, around 250,000 people filed past his open coffin, laid out before the altar of 
the cavernous basilica.Francis, the first non-European pope 
for almost 13 centuries, battled to re-
shape the Church, siding with the poor 
and marginalized, while challenging 
wealthy nations to help migrants and 
reverse climate change.
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People transport an injured man along a devastated 

boulevard following an explosion at the Shahid 

Rajaei port dock southwest of Bandar Abbas in the 

Iranian province of Hormozgan on April 26, 2025. 

 IRNA

Italian cardinal Giovanni Battista Re (3rd R) 

officiates the mass in front of the coffin of late 
Pope Francis, during the funeral ceremony at St 

Peter’s Square at the Vatican on April 26, 2025.

 TIZIANA FABI/AFP
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‘National Carpet Center’ revived in Iran’s Industry Ministry
Hand-woven Persian rugs victim of political rivalries

Iran’s deputy minister of 
industry, mines and trade 
announced the revival of 
the “National Carpet Cen-
ter” following reforms im-
plemented by the current 
government in the structure 
of the carpet sector in the 
ministry.
Davood Mousavi described 
the provision of liquidity as 
one of the challenges and 
concerns in the carpet sec-
tor and stated, “For this rea-
son, interactions and meet-
ings are being held with 
operating banks to resolve 
some of the liquidity prob-
lems of carpet producers.”
Mousavi said the rising cost 
of items related to carpet 
production, including dyes 
and silk, is a challenge for 
an artist who wants to start 
their activity from a small 
workshop, and if the men-
tioned measures are taken, 
these problems will also be 
resolved.
Emphasizing the capacity to 
export Iranian hand-woven 
carpets to countries around 
the world, the deputy min-
ister said Iran is known for 
carpets, and in the issue of 
carpets, the Islamic Repub-
lic has been and is a top 
global brand as well as an 
international brand.

“Those involved in the Ira-
nian carpet industry know 
that, considering past ap-
proaches, there were even 
problems within the ad-
ministrative structure of 
carpets. However, with the 
establishment of the cur-
rent government, the struc-
ture of the carpet sector was 
reformed, and the ‘National 
Carpet Center’ was revived 
within the Ministry of In-
dustry, Mines and Trade due 
to its importance,” Mousavi 
said.
He stated that Iran used to 
have over one billion dol-
lars in carpet exports, but the figure had significantly 
decreased. 
“As far as commerce is con-
cerned, one of the important 
issues ahead is resolving 
the challenges in this area 
so that we can take effec-

tive steps regarding the 
development of the carpet 
industry’s commerce, sim-
ilar to other items. This re-
quires coordination among 
all those responsible for 
exports, including customs, 
the Central Bank, and rele-
vant ministries, and coordi-
nation in this regard is cur-
rently underway,” Mousavi 
added.
Yahya Ale Eshaq, a senior 
advisor to the Ministry of 
Industry, Mines, and Trade, 
said Iranian hand-woven 
carpets fell victim to politi-
cal rivalries.
“The most important event 
that caused a disaster in 
Iran’s carpet industry was 
that in recent decades and 
in the years after the [1949] 
Revolution, the carpet in-
dustry in Iran became con-
taminated with internal 

political rivalries, and a po-
litical group in the country, 
believing that the carpet 
industry with this level of 
revenue generation is con-trolled by a specific political 
faction that the aforemen-
tioned group disagrees with, 
rose up against hand-woven 
carpets,” Ale Eshaq said.
“In fact, this group targeted 
the country’s carpet indus-
try with the aim of incapaci-
tating the opposing political 
faction, and since they also 
held power, they created 
obstacles in the way of car-
pet exports by enacting laws or exerted influence on its 
pricing so that the indus-
try would lose its economic justification, and generally 
struck at the root of Iran’s 
carpet industry with a polit-
ical approach.”
Ale Eshaq underlined that 
the decrease in demand for 
Iranian carpets inside and 
outside of Iran caused many 
master weavers to emigrate 
to India, Pakistan, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, and China, and 
these countries gradually 
took over the global markets 
that were held by Iranian 
carpets.
He called hand-woven car-
pets from India, Pakistan, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and 
China as the main rivals of 
Iranian ones.
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Early production in three western Iranian 

oil fields fetches $200m: Official

Iran can help ...

Electric utility urges public to join 

‘25-Degree Campaign’ to save energy

An official with Petroleum Engi-
neering and Development Com-
pany (PEDEC), which is a subsid-
iary of the National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC), said last year’s output of three oil fields in the 
country’s west had generated 
200 million dollars in reve-
nue after successfully meeting 
their annual production com-
mitments and exceeding the 
planned ceiling.
“Based on the approved plan 
and budget of the Joint Manage-
ment Committee (JMC), the con-
tractor was obligated to achieve 
a certain amount of cumulative 
crude oil production from these fields within the 12-month pe-
riod of the year 2024,” said Ma-
jid Najarian, executive director 
of the development program 
of Cheshmekhosh, Dalpari and Paydar-e-Shargh oil fields.
“With the continuous efforts 
of the operational teams and 
the effective cooperation of all 
project factors, this goal was 
achieved ahead of schedule at 
the end of the eleventh month 

of 2024 (December 2024),” he add-
ed. “In the twelfth month, the 
production amount exceeded 
the contractual obligations and 
nearly 3 million barrels more 
than the determined commit-
ments were recorded.”
Najarian underlined that the 
stated amount of surplus pro-
duction had generated over 
$200 million in revenue for the 
project through the sale of oil 
beyond annual commitments, which would have a significant 
impact on improving the proj-
ect’s economics.
“In 2025, achieving a produc-
tion record exceeding contrac-
tual commitments is also on the 
agenda, and we hope that with 
this trend, while compensat-
ing for some of the temporary 
reductions in the initial years, 
we will bring the cumulative 
production of the project at the 
end of the 10-year period to a 
level beyond the mandated tar-
get,” he said.
“Given the upward trend in 
production and planning, it is 
predicted that this project will achieve beyond the defined 

goals within its contract pros-
pect.”
The development plan for the Cheshmehkhosh oil field is 
in the Dehloran region, Ilam 
Province. The Dalpari and Pay-dar-e-Shargh oil fields are also 
located 30 kilometers from the 
central processing unit of the Cheshmehkhosh oil field.
Iran’s petroleum industry 
is over a century old, but its 
four-decade achievements have 
proven outstanding. Iran’s re-
coverable liquid hydrocarbon 
reserves amounted to 88 bil-
lion barrels before the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, which has 
increased to 340 billion boe 
thanks to cutting-edge technol-
ogy.
Iran has proven its achieve-
ments in the crude oil, gas, petrochemical, refining, and 
distribution sectors. Some 
breakthroughs include the op-
eration of the massive South Pars gas field, the giant Yada-varan oil field, and the Bandar Abbas Gas Condensate Refinery.
Furthermore, 65 oil and gas fields have been discovered 

since the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution, bringing recoverable oil 
and condensate reserves to 160 
billion barrels and recoverable 
natural gas reserves to 33 tcm. 
Eight-fold gas production is 

also an achievement in the E&P 
sector in the aftermath of the 
Islamic Revolution.
South Pars is one of the largest 
gas reserves in the world, with 
the massive Azadegan and Ya-

davaran oil fields being among 
the key exploration achieve-
ments following the Islamic 
Revolution. The rate of suc-
cess in exploration in Iran has 
reached 100%.

Pakistan has strongly denied any in-
volvement in the attack. However, in the 

wake of the incident, In-
dia has suspended the 

Indus Waters Treaty in place between 
the two sides since 1960. This particular 
incident, although tragic, is not unique 
to India and Pakistan. Similar events 
have occurred in other countries as well. 
Therefore, emotional reactions are better 
to be kept in check, and issues that both 
countries are committed to, such as the 

water flow from the Indus River to Paki-
stan, should not be held hostage by this 
incident. 
The reason is that a large number of peo-
ple on the other side of the border de-pend on the water that flows from India 
for their livelihoods—whether it be for 
agriculture, drinking water, or other wa-
ter-related needs that extend to southern 
Pakistan. Such actions could set a poor 
example for the international communi-
ty. If a country ignores a previous com-

mitment that directly affects the rights of 
another, it could lead to a negative prece-
dent. I strongly believe that an impartial 
investigation should be conducted. 
Iran has always been at the forefront of 
promoting understanding and peace 
in the region, and has a long-stand-
ing history of doing so. Iran would be 
very pleased to contribute to fostering 
a sense of understanding between the 
two countries. Both nations are friends 
of Iran, and the historical and cultur-

al ties between the people of Iran and 
these countries are of great importance. 
By leveraging this credibility, Iran can 
hopefully help build bridges and create 
a peaceful understanding between Paki-
stan and India. 
Countries able to ease disputes can make a significant difference in the interna-
tional arena. As far as is known, Iran’s 
stance has always been balanced toward 
Pakistan and India. Both countries are 
important trade and economic partners 

of Iran, and in some cases, even polit-
ical allies with it. Pakistan has always 
respected Iran’s position, and similarly, 
India has done the same. In many inter-
national forums, India has extended as-
sistance to Iran. If the need arises today, 
Iran is ready to step in, and will proudly 
use its diplomatic leverage to support 
both countries. Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi on Friday called on both India 
and Pakistan to exercise restraint, saying 
Iran stood ready to help ease tensions.

Iran’s state electricity company Tavanir 
called on its entire subscribers across the 
country to join the “25-Degree Campaign” 
and economize on their electricity con-
sumption.
Tavanir made the call in a statement on 
Saturday as household power consumption 
tends to register a hike in looming hot days 
ahead of summer.
“We inform all compatriots that due to the 
noticeable increase in air temperature in 
most parts of the country, an 8% growth in 
electricity consumption compared to the 
same period last year, and a 45% decrease 
in the water reserves of hydroelectric pow-
er plants due to the noticeable decrease in 
rainfall in the country, we ask all compatri-
ots to help ensure stable electricity supply 
for all subscribers by joining Tavanir Com-
pany’s 25-Degree Campaign and optimiz-
ing electricity consumption, which involves 
setting the temperature of cooling devices 
to 25 degrees and using the low speed of 
evaporative coolers,” the statement read.Top Iranian officials placed a premium last 
winter on the importance of public partic-
ipation in optimizing energy consumption 
and called for nationwide involvement in 
the “2 Degrees Less” campaign.
Following the invitation by President Mas-
soud Pezeshkian and Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad, various officials issued state-
ments urging citizens to join the initiative 
aimed at reducing energy consumption and 
ensuring adequate winter fuel supplies.The president criticized inefficient ener-gy consumption in industries, offices, and 
homes, stressing that the government, pro-
ducers, and citizens must work together to revise policies and adopt more efficient 
energy consumption patterns.

Pezeshkian pointed out that electricity and 
gas consumption in Iran is currently three 
times the global average. “This is while we lack sufficient gas and electricity to meet 
industrial needs,” he said.Pezeshkian added that inefficient energy use in industries, offices, and households 
must be addressed.

Renewable electricity boasts high 
appeal: Minister
In a related development, Iran’s Energy Min-
ister Abbas Aliabadi said the appeal of re-
newable electricity is high as its buying and 
selling are done on the energy exchange.
“Based on the law, buying and selling is 
done on the energy exchange, and as you 
know, the price of electricity on the energy 
exchange is highly attractive,” Aliabadi said.
The minister said the ongoing discussion is 
about future contracts, especially the issue 
of renewables, stressing that solar panels 
and wind power plants no longer need fuel.
Responding to a question about the reluc-
tance to build rooftop power plants due 
to the low price of selling surplus electric-
ity, Aliabadi added, “Building solar power 
plants is permitted everywhere, including 
on house roofs and in yards, even if it is a 
joint venture, and we are moving towards 
renewable electricity generation being in-
dependent of selling to the government, 
with everyone producing and consuming 
for themselves.”
According to a study by Iran’s Parliament 
Research Center, the gap between electrici-
ty supply and demand has surged to around 
12,000 megawatts in recent years, exacer-
bated by growing consumption and a se-
ries of hurdles including failure to increase 
power production capacity due to a lack of 
funds and shortages of fuel supply for ther-
mal power plants.
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Balancing Acts Involved in Oman Talks

The most absurd reason 
for bombing Iran to 
prevent them from 
pursuing a nuclear 
bomb is that the US 
knows Iran is not 
pursuing a nuclear 
bomb.
Since Iran is not 
pursuing a nuclear 
weapons program, the 
second reason why 
it is absurd to bomb 
Iran is that it has every 
legal right to its civilian 
nuclear program. As a 
signatory to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, Iran has “the 
inalienable right to a 
civilian program that 
uses “nuclear energy 
for peaceful purposes”.

In the spring of 2025, with 
Donald Trump’s return to the 
White House, the Middle East 
has once again taken center 
stage in global geopolitics. On-
going negotiations between 
Tehran and Washington — 
mediated by Oman in Muscat 
and Rome — have sparked 
speculation about a potential 
security-economic deal. Unlike 
Trump’s first term, marked by 
the US withdrawal from the 
JCPOA and “maximum pres-
sure” policy, his second-term 
pragmatism — aimed at coun-
tering China, managing energy 
crises, and reducing military 
costs — has opened up space 
for dialogue with Iran.
However, in a region where 
every diplomatic shift has 
multi-layered consequences, 
how are neighboring countries 
reacting to these talks? From 
Baghdad to Baku, Kabul to Doha, 
states are weighing up the op-
portunities and threats of a po-
tential deal. Below is an analysis 
of regional perspectives:
Iraq, caught between Tehran and 
Washington, is keeping a close 
eye on the talks. A deal lifting 
sanctions could boost Iranian 
energy, electricity, and consum-
er goods exports to Iraq, aiding 
Baghdad’s fragile economy. How-
ever, Trump’s “America First” pol-
icy may scale back US military 
presence, creating a power vacu-
um that could favor Iran or draw 
in rivals like Turkey.
The Taliban-led Afghanistan, 
isolated globally, cautiously fol-
lows the talks. Sanctions relief 
could allow Iran to serve as Af-
ghanistan’s transit gateway via 
Chabahar Port and the North-
South Corridor. However, ISIS-K 

threats and lack of US-Taliban 
engagement hold back progress.
Pakistan sees both promise and 
risk. A revived Iran-Pakistan 
gas pipeline could cut down its 
reliance on expensive fuels, but 
closer Iran-US ties may upset 
Islamabad’s traditional balanc-
ing act with Washington, espe-
cially vis-à-vis India. Security 
concerns in Balochistan further 
complicate matters.
Baku views a stronger Iran as a 

threat to its Zangezur Corridor ambitions. With Russia’s influ-
ence waning post-Ukraine war, 
Iran may step up as a mediator 
in Armenia-Azerbaijan tensions, 
unsettling Baku.
Yerevan welcomes a potential 
deal, hoping for enhanced trade 
and reduced isolation via Ira-
nian transit routes. However, it 
must juggle relations with Rus-
sia, which may look unfavorably 
on Tehran’s Western outreach.

Ankara watches the talks close-
ly. Reduced tensions could 
bring about energy and transit 
cooperation, but a stronger Iran 
complicates Turkish ambitions 
in Syria, Iraq, and the Caucasus.
Ashgabat eyes economic bene-fits, such as revived gas exports 
via Iran to Europe, while staying 
out of geopolitical rivalries.
Riyadh is worried that a stronger 
Iran may upset the Persian Gulf bal-
ance in favor of Iran but may team 

up with Tehran on OPEC policies. 
The UAE seeks trade opportuni-
ties but sticks with its ties with the 
West. Qatar and Oman could me-
diate economically and diplomati-
cally. Bahrain, being close to Saudi 
Arabia and the US, views the talks 
as a threat to its national security.
Tel Aviv sees Iran as an existen-
tial threat and may lobby Wash-
ington to limit any deal while 
ramping up military cooperation 
with the Persian Gulf states.

The 2025 Tehran-Washing-
ton talks represent a potential 
turning point for the Middle 
East. Success hinges on Iran’s 
ability to balance regional ri-
valries while engaging globally. 
Neighboring states must decide 
whether to embrace diplomacy 
or push back — a choice that 
will shape the region’s future.

The article is a summary of an  

op-ed published on Sad Online.

“There are two ways Iran can be 
handled,” US President Donald 
Trump has said, “militarily, or 
you make a deal.” National Se-
curity Adviser Mike Waltz advo-
cated for the military solution; 
Director of National Intelligence 
Tulsi Gabbard and Vice President 
JD Vance advocated for diploma-
cy. Trump has opted for diploma-
cy. But all options are still on the 
table, and if the diplomatic path 
fails, Trump says “the other will 
solve the problem.”
But there are several reasons 
why all options should not be on 
the table and why bombing Iran 
to prevent it from acquiring a 
nuclear bomb would be absurd. 
Here are seven of them.
Most importantly, and the only 
one that really needs to be said, 
is that Iran is not pursuing a nu-
clear bomb. In 2003, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of Iran, issued a fatwa, an official 
religious ruling, that declared nu-
clear weapons to be forbidden by 
Islam. The 2025 Annual Threat Assessment, which “reflects the 
collective insights of the Intelli-
gence Community,” clearly states 
that US intelligence “continue[s] 
to assess Iran is not building a 

nuclear weapon and that [Ayatollah] 
Khamenei has not reauthorized 
the nuclear weapons program 
he suspended in 2003.” That as-
sessment maintains the 2022 US 
Department of Defense Nuclear 
Posture Review that concludes 
that “Iran does not today possess 
a nuclear weapon, and we cur-
rently believe it is not pursuing 
one.” The most absurd reason for 
bombing Iran to prevent them 
from pursuing a nuclear bomb 
is that the US knows Iran is not 
pursuing a nuclear bomb.
Since Iran is not pursuing a nu-
clear weapons program, the 
second reason why it is absurd 
to bomb Iran is that it has every 
legal right to its civilian nuclear 
program. As a signatory to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
Iran has “the inalienable right to 
a civilian program that uses “nu-
clear energy for peaceful purpos-
es”. The US does not believe Iran 
has an illegal nuclear weapons 
program, and it would be absurd 
to bomb them for having a legal 
civilian nuclear program.
Thirdly, Iran has already demon-
strated that a military solution 
is not necessary for the Trump 
administration to achieve its 
goal of ensuring that Iran does 
not enrich uranium to weap-
on-grade levels. America’s con-
cerns, well-founded or not, can be satisfied by establishing ver-

Middle East in 2025

International Desk

Seven reasons why it’s absurd to bomb Iran
By Ted Snider

Columnist

A N A L Y S I S

Regional reactions to US-Iran talks

Iran’s new drone aircraft carrier Shahid Bagheri is seen in the Persian Gulf.

  SEPAH NEWS

The illustration shows the US President Donald Trump (C), his advisor Massad Boulos (L), and a number of regional leaders.

  THE ARAB WEEKLY
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The idea of achieving 
peace through war 
is fundamentally 
flawed as war rarely 
resolves the roots 
of conflict. Instead, 
it sows destruction, 
rage, and mistrust, 
laying the groundwork 
for new cycles of 
violence. Lasting peace 
demands diplomacy, 
inclusive dialogue, and 
structural justice, while 
war tends to eliminate 
those opportunities. 
Using force to impose 
peace inspires 
resistance and revenge 
among those defeated 
or harmed.

The Middle East has once again 
become a zone of turmoil, and 
with Donald Trump’s return to 
the political arena, a chaotic and 
contradictory foreign policy has 
emerged. On one hand, he claims to be brokering a cease-fire in 
Gaza and is attempting to revive 
the Abraham Accords, aiming 
to bring Israel and Saudi Arabia 
closer. On the other hand, his 
threats of military action against Iran and intensified bombings in 
Yemen have pushed the region to 
the brink of war.
This contradictory approach is 
not only incoherent but resem-
bles a sinking ship — one that 
is frightening even its allies, in-
cluding Arab states and Israel. Is 
this policy merely a spectacle de-
signed to gain global recognition 
or is it a sign of deeper strategic 
confusion?
Trump outwardly presents him-
self as working toward a Gaza cease-fire, but this move seems 
more like a bid for global atten-
tion than a genuine step toward 
peace. Simultaneously, he is push-

ing to revive the Abraham Ac-
cords, which were forged during his first term between Israel and 
several Arab countries like the 
UAE and Bahrain. His current 
goal is to bring Saudi Arabia into 
the fold, but the plan faces seri-
ous obstacles. As a key regional 
actor, Saudi Arabia is unlikely to 
sign on without guarantees of 
regional stability and progress 
on the Palestinian issue. Ongoing 
border tensions and long-stand-
ing distrust make these efforts precarious. The cease-fire in 
Gaza, while attractive in rhetoric, 
is undermined by Trump’s other 
aggressive moves, leaving it with 
minimal chance of success. Ignor-
ing the Palestinian perspective 
and relying on political pressure 
only deepens the divide. Ulti-
mately, these policies seem more 
like tools of political posturing 
than genuine paths to peace.
Trump’s aggressive stance to-
ward Iran and Yemen paints a 
chaotic picture. By repeated-
ly threatening military action 
against Iran and continuing his 
“maximum pressure” strategy, he 
not only provokes Tehran but also unnerves his allies. The intensifi-
cation of air strikes on (Ansarullah) 
Houthi positions in Yemen, sup-

posedly aimed at curbing Iranian influence, has left even support-
ers like Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
vulnerable to the consequences 
of regional instability.
Israel, too — fearing retaliation 
from Iran and its regional allies 
— watches with growing unease. 
This strategy, rooted in power 
projection rather than prudence, 
has brought with it waves of un-
rest and uncontrollable tension. 
Traditional US allies in the re-
gion, such as Jordan and Egypt, find themselves bewildered, un-
sure how to balance loyalty to 
Washington with the protection 
of their national interests. Iran, 
in response, continues to expand 
its military capabilities, intensi-
fying the cycle of confrontation. 
Meanwhile, in Yemen, the re-
lentless targeting of civilians has 
dealt a severe blow to the mor-
al credibility of this policy and 
has deepened the humanitarian 
crisis. Rather than showcasing 
strength, this aggressive foreign 
policy has bred fear and distrust, 
even among friends, and pushed 
the region closer to catastrophe.
This stark duality in Trump’s pol-
icy may stem from his deep-seat-
ed ambition for global prestige 
— perhaps even the hope that 

peacemaking theatrics and dip-
lomatic performances could earn 
him the Nobel Peace Prize. On one 
hand, through initiatives like the 
Abraham Accords, he has tried to 
present himself as a peacemaker, 
highlighting the normalization 
of ties between Arab states and 
Israel as a historic breakthrough. 
On the other hand, he leans heav-
ily on aggressive policies and dis-
plays of military might, aiming to 
project strength and send a clear 
message to rivals and potential 
adversaries. These two seeming-
ly contradictory approaches — a 
theatrical display of peacemaking 
and a practical embrace of war — 
may appear to be part of a com-
plex strategy. But in practice, this 
contradiction has proven fragile 
and unstable, producing results 
opposite to what was intended.
The idea of achieving peace 
through war is fundamentally flawed as war rarely resolves the roots of conflict. Instead, it sows 
destruction, rage, and mistrust, 
laying the groundwork for new 
cycles of violence. Lasting peace 
demands diplomacy, inclusive 
dialogue, and structural justice, 
while war tends to eliminate 
those opportunities. Using force 
to impose peace inspires resis-

tance and revenge among those 
defeated or harmed. America’s 
military interventions in the Mid-
dle East, and Trump’s renewed 
belligerence, have fueled extrem-
ism, worsened humanitarian cri-
ses, and squandered resources 
that could have been used for re-
construction and trust-building. 
This is a mistake Trump made during his first term — and now 
appears to be repeating with 
even greater urgency.
Trump’s new Middle East strate-
gy, launched with claims of a Gaza cease-fire and a revival of the 
Abraham Accords, has in practice 
become a wreck. With threats 
against Iran and bombings in 
Yemen, he has alarmed even his 
allies. While he may seek a Nobel 
Peace Prize through diplomat-
ic posturing, his warmongering 
approach mocks that very goal. 
The Arabs and Israelis who were expected to benefit from his pol-icy now find themselves adrift 
in a worsening crisis he helped 
engineer. This contradiction not 
only undermines his credibility 
but has also pushed the region 
further into instability.

The article first appeared on  
Eurasia Review.

Trump’s theatrics of peace, machinery of war
By Peter Rodgers

Scholar

O P I N I O N

ifiable limits on Iran’s levels of 
enrichment. Iran demonstrated 
its willingness to comply with 
this non-military solution when it agreed to those verifiable lim-
itations in the 2015 Joint Com-
prehensive Program of Action 
(JCPOA) nuclear agreement. Eleven 
consecutive International Atomic Energy Agency reports verified 
that Iran was completely and 
consistently in compliance with 
the commitments made under 
that agreement. A military solu-
tion to America’s concerns about 
Iran’s civilian nuclear program is 
absurd because the US has his-
torical evidence that the non-mil-
itary solution works.
The military solution is not only 
absurd because it is unneces-
sary, it is even more absurd 
because it risks, not only war 
with Iran but a wider, regional 
war. The US has begun moving 
military equipment into the 
region, including aircraft carri-
ers, bombers, and air defense 
systems. While presented as 
preparation for the possibili-ty of intensified war with the 
Ansarullah (Houthis), US officials 
have privately said “that the 
weaponry was also part of the 
planning” for a potential “con-flict with Iran”. Even just that 
“buildup of American weapon-
ry,” according to a new intelli-
gence assessment provided by 
Tulsi Gabbard, “could potentially spark a wider conflict with Iran 
that the United States did not 
want”. Iran has stated that US 

military action against its civil-
ian nuclear program will elicit 
a military response from Iran 
against US bases in the region. 
Iran’s Parliamentary Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf said, 
“If they threaten Islamic Iran, 
then, like powder kegs, Ameri-
ca’s allies in the region and US 
bases will be made unsafe.” A 
military solution risks a war 
with Iran and, potentially, even 
a wider, regional war.The fifth reason is that for all the 
risk of war with Iran and, per-
haps, even a wider regional war, the assessed benefit is not worth 
it. In a striking line that has re-
ceived little attention, The New 
York Times reported that the 
goal of military plans to bomb 
Iran’s civilian nuclear sites being 
discussed by the US and Israel 
“was to set back Tehran’s abili-
ty to develop a nuclear weapon 
by a year or more”. Absurd is an 
understatement for risking war 
with Iran, and even a wider Mid-
dle East war, to set Iran’s nuclear 
program — a nuclear program 
the US knows Iran does not have 
— to set the program back by 
only a year.
All of this calculation of costs and benefits and risks of war is 
absurd because we know that 
the diplomatic path can work. We 
know it can work because it did 
10 years ago with the successful 
solution of the JCPOA nuclear 
agreement. There is reason to 
hope that, a decade later, it can work again. In the first round of 

talks in Oman on April 12, Iran 
insisted that future direct talks 
would be contingent on the suc-
cess of the current indirect talks. The first round in Oman success-
fully led to a second round in 
Rome, and the second round has 

now led to a third round because 
the second round was construc-
tive.And, finally, talk of a military 
solution by the nation that 
claims leadership of a world or-
der based on international law 

is absurd because a pre-emptive 
strike on Iran without Security 
Council approval would be a vio-
lation of international law.
Diplomacy has a real chance of 
defusing the long and volatile 
standoff between the US and 

Iran. Threats of war are not only 
unnecessary, they contribute 
only to making diplomacy more difficult.
The article first appeared on  
Antiwar.com.

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei (C) tours an exhibition showcasing Iran’s latest peaceful achievements in the nuclear industry. The exhibition was held 

in the Imam Khomeini Hussainiyah in Tehran, Iran, on June 11, 2023.

  khamenei.ir

A MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter hovers over the USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier while operating in the Middle East on April 12, 2025.

  NATHAN JORDAN/US NAVY  PAUL SPELLA/THE ATLANTIC
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Athletics

Iranian table tennis prodigies 

crowned in Sarajevo

Magic survive to hit back against Celtics  

in NBA play-offs

Shahrdari Gorgan beats Kaleh  

in Game 4 to head into Finals

Iran’s Benyamin Faraji and Nikan 
Shirvani walked away with a cou-
ple of winner’s trophies in the lat-
est WTT Youth Contender event 
in Sarajevo.
Faraji, who won a historic un-
der-15 bronze at the World 
Championships last year, beat op-
ponents from Czechia, Italy, Croa-
tia, and Slovakia before defeating 
Slovenian Miha Podobnik 3-1 (11-

7, 10-12, 11-2, 11-5) in the boys’ sin-gles U19 final.
This was Faraji’s third Youth Con-
tender title of the season, after he 
won the trophy in January’s event in 
Tunis, followed by a runner-up finish 
in Cappadocia, Turkey, in February.
Elsewhere in the boys’ competi-
tions, Shirvani came out on top in 
the under-11 age class, thanks to 
a 3-0 win (11-7, 13-11, 11-9) against 

Moldavan Nicolae Bucur.
Shirvani had come from behind to 
edge out Saleh Allam of Egypt in a five-game thriller (11-13, 11-7, 11-7, 

9-11, 11-2) at the Sport Hall ILIJAS�  
for a place in the final.

Shahrdari Gorgan secured a 
place in the Iranian Basketball 
Super League Finals thanks 
to a 95-86 victory over Kaleh 
Mazandaran at home on Fri-
day.
American point-guard Glenn 
Cosey stole the show for 
Shahrdari, registering a dou-
ble-double with 25 points and 
11 rebounds, as the home side 
won the best-of-five series 3-1 
to head into the Finals for a fifth 
successive season.
Shahrdari fell to an 82-76 loss 
in Game 1, but bounced back 
to rout Kaleh 122-68 in its own 
backyard in Amol, before taking 
a 2-1 series lead with an 89-
83 home victory in Game 3 on 
Wednesday.Shahrdari had finished fourth in the regular season with 13 wins 

in 20 outings, while Kaleh had 
won 17 games to stand atop the 
11-team table.

BBC – The Orlando Magic survived a Boston Celtics fightback to halve the deficit in their play-off series 
against the NBA champions.
Boston levelled things up with two 
minutes 31 seconds remaining but 
consecutive scores by Franz Wag-
ner secured a 95-93 home win on 
Friday.
Magic now trail 2-1 in the first 
round of the Eastern Conference 
play-offs. The best-of-seven series 
continues in Orlando today.
Boston led for most of the way be-
fore they rallied from a 12-point deficit in the fourth quarter to 
make it 91-91.

Wagner then scored on consec-
utive drives over Kristaps Por-zingis to finish with 32 points – his 
team’s highest scorer.
Jayson Tatum returned for the 
Celtics after missing game two 
with a sore right wrist and scored 
21 points in the first half before finishing with a game-high 36.
LeBron James continued his return to full fitness with a game-high 38 
points but was unable to prevent 
the Los Angeles Lakers losing 
116-104 at the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves.
Jaden McDaniels scored 30 points 
and Anthony Edwards 29 as the 

Timberwolves finished strongly 
to take a 2-1 lead in the Western Conference first round.
The hosts went on a 13-1 run over the final four minutes 37 seconds 
after the score was tied by the Lak-
ers’ Luka Doncic, who registered 
17 points despite playing with a 
stomach illness.
James had 13-for-21 shooting, in-
cluding three three-pointers in a 
four-possession span during the fourth quarter.
“He was shooting it from Yucatan,” 
said Edwards. “He was shooting it 
crazy.”
Lakers coach JJ Redick added: 

“He’s moving better. It seems like 
he’s getting healthier by the day.”
Minnesota are again at home on 
Sunday, as are the Milwaukee 
Bucks after winning 117-101 over 
the visiting Indiana Pacers in the 
Eastern Conference.
Indiana led by 12 early in the third quarter but Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo and Gary Trent Jr each scored 
37 points as the Bucks fought back 
to cut their series deficit to 2-1.
Trent Jr started in place of Taurean 
Prince and restricted Pacers guard 
Tyrese Haliburton to 14 points 
while tying a franchise play-off re-
cord with nine three-pointers.

Tractor closed in on a maiden Per-
sian Gulf Pro League trophy after 
a 2-1 away win against Foolad Khuzestan in a rescheduled fix-
ture from matchday 22 on Friday.
Mahdi Hashemnejad bagged the 
winner in the 24th minute of stop-
page time to help Tractor open a five-point gap over second-placed 
Sepahan on top of the table with 
three games remaining.
Croatian striker Domagoj Drozdek 
put the visitors in front in the 
46th minute, slotting home Mah-di Torabi’s delicate flick-on from 
inside the box for his seventh goal 
in Tractor colors since joining the 
club in January.
Things went from bad to worse 
for the home side in the 81st min-
ute, when, following a VAR review, 
Malian center-back Moussa Couli-
baly received his marching orders 
for a high boot in the opposition box.
A chaotic second half saw the 
game paused multiple times, re-
sulting in 24 minutes of added 
time, and Foolad kept chasing an equalizer despite playing with 10 
men.
The brave performance paid off 

in the 16th minute of stoppage 
time, after Tractor defender Aref Aqassi was deemed by the VAR to 
have handled the ball inside his 
own box. 
Teenage substitute Abolfazl Za-
deh-Attar showed nerves of steel 
to step up for the spot-kick, and 
despite having his effort saved by 
Alireza Beiranvand, managed to 
level the scoreline on the rebound.
Just when the game looked de-
stained for a stalemate – much to Sepahan’s delight – Hasehmnejad 
intercepted a Sina Asadbeigi’s 
back pass before his composed finish found the bottom corner to 
send the Tractor bench into fren-
zy.
Friday’s result meant third-placed 
Persepolis, trailing Tractor by 10 
points, will miss out on the Irani-
an top-flight crown for only the 
second time in nine seasons.
Tractor will play away to Shams 
Azar on Friday, and can secure 
the coveted title at home against 
Nassaji Mazandaran on May 8, be-
fore visiting Esteghlal Khuzestan on the final day a week later.
Sepahan, meanwhile, will play at 
home against Golgohar Sirjan and 
Esteghlal, either side of a trip to 
bottom-side Havadar.

Last-gasp winner sends  
Tractor five points clear

Persian Gulf Pro League:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk Sports Desk

Tractor players celebrate a goal during a 2-1 victory over Foolad Khuzestan in the Persian Gulf Pro League at the Foolad Arena, Ahvaz, Iran, on April 25, 2025.

  X

Iran’s Nikan Shirvani 

won the boys’ singles U11 

trophy at the WTT Youth 

Contender 2025 event 

in Sarajevo, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina.

  FARSNEWS

Magic forward Franz Wagner dunks against the Celtics during Game 3 of the first 
round in the NBA play-offs in Orlando, FL, US, on April 25, 2025. 

  MIKE WATTERS/IMAGN IMAGES 

WTT Youth Contender 2025: Iranian Basketball Super League:

  IRIBF
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A faculty member of the 
University of Art in Shiraz, 
who oversees the archae-
ological team at the Shah 
Cheragh Metro Station, be-lieves that the first archae-
ological excavation of the 
historical fabric of Shiraz, initiated for scientific in-
vestigations related to the 
development of the urban 
railway, represents a gold-
en opportunity for archae-
ological research, alongside 
its practical applications.
Meysam Nikzad stated 
that, until now, purposeful 
archaeological excavations 
have not been conducted 
in the historical fabric of 
Shiraz, resulting in limited 
information regarding the 
historical sequence and ar-
chaeological layers within 
this metropolis.
He added that, considering 
this rare opportunity, the ar-
chaeological team stationed 
at the site comprises a mix 
of researchers and special-
ists, leveraging the research 
capabilities of the faculty 
members from the Univer-
sity of Art, particularly in ar-
chitecture and restoration, to analyze the findings of 
the excavation, IRNA wrote.
Nikzad continued by not-
ing that this project began 
in April of this year as part 
of a trilateral agreement 
between the University of 
Art in Shiraz, the Trans-portation and Traffic De-
partment of Shiraz Munic-
ipality, and the Research 
Institute of Cultural Heri-
tage, with the Fars Cultur-al Heritage Department 
supervising the operations.

He mentioned that the 
excavation’s depth has 
reached nearly two me-
ters; however, the layers 
unearthed remain disor-
dered and chaotic due to 
being intermixed with con-
temporary waste, such as 
plastic fragments and other 
modern refuse.
Nikzad added that current-
ly, excavations are under-

way in four trenches, where 
remnants of residential 
architecture from the Sec-
ond Pahlavi era have been 
uncovered. These remains 
are part of a residential 
unit designed with a cen-
tral courtyard, which, in the 
excavated trenches, have 
revealed a kitchen, storage 
area, courtyard, and sec-
tions of the living space.

The head of the archae-
ological team explained 
that the materials used 
in this building included 
brick and clay mortar, with 
some areas coated in gyp-
sum or lime mortar. These 
materials continued to be 
utilized during the 1960s 
and 1970s, alongside alter-
ations and additions such 
as cementing the courtyard 

floor, before the site was 
demolished and leveled for 
the construction of a park-
ing area.
He noted that among the movable findings, there are 
simple and glazed pottery 
fragments that date back 
to the later Islamic period.
The Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Art in Shiraz em-
phasized the university’s 

role in relation to industry 
and society. He stated that 
last year, agreements were 
established between the Transportation and Traffic Department of Shiraz Mu-
nicipality, the Research In-
stitute of Cultural Heritage, 
and the University of Art in 
Shiraz, designating the uni-
versity as a research arm 
for the municipality and 

the research institute con-
cerning the Shiraz metro 
project.
Sattar  Khaledian ex-
pressed that what was 
paramount in this context, 
and what all parties un-
derscored, was the need 
for the preservation and 
respect for historical and 
cultural heritage.
He added that the Universi-
ty of Art in Shiraz remains 
committed to upholding sci-entific, professional, and re-
search ethics. Following the 
acquisition of the necessary 
permits from the Research 
Institute of Cultural Heri-
tage, the faculty members 
have conducted their exca-
vations in accordance with 
international standards, 
ensuring the provision of 
adequate space for precise 
and specialized reporting 
and visits by journalists 
and media representatives 
to inform the esteemed cit-
izens of Shiraz and fellow 
countrymen.
He mentioned that the 
faculty members of this 
institution have previously 
engaged in archaeologi-
cal excavations at historic 
sites, including Poshtchi 
Hill, the Abou Nasr Palace, 
and Persepolis, thereby 
shedding valuable light on 
the history of this city and 
province.
Khaledian noted that the 
trust the people of Shiraz 
place in the University of 
Art, along with citizens’ re-
quests for the university’s 
continued involvement in 
archaeological, historical, 
and cultural studies, has 
underscored the pressing 
necessity of this project.

Archaeologists examine excavated 
artifacts from historical Shiraz

Iranica Desk

Elegance of Gelich; an ancient art form of Semnan Province
In the rich tapestry of 
Iran’s cultural heritage, Gelich Bafi stands out as a significant traditional 
craft, particularly in the 
Semnan province. This ancient art form reflects 
the creativity and crafts-
manship of local artisans 
who have passed down 
techniques through gener-
ations. Gelich, resembling 
Kilim rugs, showcases 

unique patterns and vi-
brant colors that enhance 
the beauty of any space. It 
not only serves aesthetic 
purposes but also plays a 
practical role in daily life, 
making it a cherished part 
of Iranian culture.
One of the applied handi-
crafts of Semnan is Gelich Bafi.  Like many other 
handwoven crafts of Iran, 
Gelich is very ancient, and 

since it resembles Kilim, 
it is locally named Gelich. 
The warps of Gelich are 
made from cotton yarn, 
while colorful wool yarns 
are used for the wefts, vis-
itiran.ir wrote.
The tools used to create 
Gelich are similar to those 
of textile machinery, but the final product resem-
bles Kilim. Because Gelich 
is often produced using 

machinery, the production 
rate is higher, making it more financially efficient. 
The method of weaving 
Gelich is akin to that of 
making fabrics; however, 
spun cotton yarns with a 
high level of twist are uti-
lized as warps. Colorful 
wool yarns are threaded 
as wefts, creating beautiful 
geometric motifs in various 
colors. Gelich can be made 

in sizes suitable for prayer 
rugs, ground cloths, and 
doormats.
Gelich is versatile and can 
be used to create various 
items such as Sar Hamou-
mi — a bag for bath tools 
used in public bathhouses 
— Ayeneh Kiseh, mean-
ing “mirror bag,” which is 
a small sachet for makeup 
accessories or sewing sup-
plies; Asb Sari, a large piece 

of Gelich placed on horses 
during weddings to en-
hance the dowry’s appear-
ance; Kaj Sari, a sachet that 
historically held utensils but is now filled with fibers 
for cushions; and Korsi Sari, 
the cover of a Korsi (a low ta-

ble with a heater underneath) that beautifies the setting.
Gelich features many fa-
mous patterns and key cen-
ters for producing the beau-

tiful handwoven products 
include the northern cities 
and villages of Semnan.
To preserve Gelich, it is es-
sential to protect it from moths, humidity, flames, 
direct sunlight, chemi-
cal bleachers, and sharp 
objects. Cleaning Gelich 
is simple, requiring only 
soap and lukewarm water 
to maintain its beauty and 
longevity.
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Iran and Uzbekistan agreed to step 
up cooperation in tourism and cultur-al exchanges, officials said on Friday, 

highlighting their shared “deep roots” 
and calling for a “strategic” upgrade 
of ties.
Reza Salehi Amiri, Iran’s Minister of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-

crafts, met with Umid Shadiev, Uzbeki-
stan Deputy Minister of Environment 
and Head of the State Tourism Com-
mittee, in Tashkent, IRNA reported. 
Speaking during the talks, Salehi Ami-
ri stressed that relations between the two nations should be “redefined” on 
the basis of common heritage, rath-
er than “conventional diplomacy.” 
He warned that Uzbekistan’s share 
of Iranian outbound travel remains 
“tiny,” blaming “mutual negligence” in 
promoting each other’s tangible and 
intangible treasures.
Recalling his trips to Samarkand and 
Bukhara, Salehi Amiri said Iranians 
feel a “sense of closeness” to Uzbeki-
stan’s architecture and culture. He 

called for cultural tourism that would 
not only offer new experiences but 
also revive “civilizational memory.”
To drive cooperation forward, Sale-
hi Amiri proposed three main steps: 
signing a comprehensive agreement, 
promoting both countries’ tourism assets through media and influencers, 
and holding joint exhibitions in cities 
like Tehran, Samarkand, Bukhara, Isfa-
han, and Shiraz.
Salehi Amiri also mentioned prelimi-nary agreements with Uzbek officials 
to hold a joint handicrafts festival and 
announced Iran’s readiness to host a 
bilateral tourism investment summit.
“The groundwork for doubling tourist 
exchanges is ready,” he said, urging 
both sides to “take the relationship to 
a strategic level.”
Shadiev welcomed Iran’s outreach, 
calling for a “new chapter” in ties 
through a strategic document in tour-
ism. He described Iran’s Internation-
al Tourism Exhibition as a “unique 
event” and expressed regret at miss-

ing the latest edition due to sched-uling conflicts. However, he pledged 
a stronger Uzbek presence at future 
events.
Shadiev, who had previously visited 
Iran, said he felt he had “recovered 
part of his own identity” during the 
trip, noting the “deep, authentic” cul-
tural connections between the two 
nations. He also proposed academic 
partnerships between Uzbekistan’s 
Silk Road University and Iran’s Re-
search Institute of Cultural Heritage.
Toward the end of the meeting, Salehi 
Amiri invited a high-level Uzbek del-
egation to attend the Tehran tourism 
fair and called for joint exhibitions in 
historical Iranian cities.
He underscored Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian’s “political will” 
to deepen ties with Central Asia, par-
ticularly Uzbekistan, saying, “It is now 
up to us to turn this strategic will into 
cultural and tourism policymaking 
and pave the way for civilizational 
synergy.”

Iran calls for ‘redefining relations’ with 
Uzbekistan based on shared heritage
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Iranian filmmaker Maryam Bahrololoomi 
to judge at Turkish festival

 
Iranian director and producer 
Maryam Bahrololoomi was named 
a jury member for the 8th Interna-tional Women Filmmakers Festival 
in Turkey.Bahrolooloomi, an acclaimed film-
maker with a string of internation-

al honors under her belt, will join jurors from Germany, France, and Turkey to evaluate feature films in 
the event running from May 5 to 
May 10, 2025, in the coastal city of 
Izmir, Mehr News Agency reported. 
Launched in 2015 by the Turkish 
Women Directors Association, the 
festival highlights cinema, shorts, 

animation, and documentaries 
crafted by women. It has grown 
into one of Asia’s key platforms for showcasing women’s voices in film.
Bahrololoomi, a member of the Ira-nian Directors Guild and the Film 
Producers Association of Iran, has 
“consistently” received recognition 
for her work and served as a juror 

at numerous international festi-
vals.The International Women Film-makers Festival, known locally as Kadin Yönetmenler Festivali, has 
built a reputation for putting wom-
en’s storytelling “front and center” 
in an industry often dominated by 
men.
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Iran showcases culture at Eurasia Int’l 
Book Fair as Russia opens film academy

Tehran, Ankara eye deeper tourism, cultural ties

Russia unveiled the Eurasian Academy of Cin-
ematographic Arts, while Iran drew strong at-
tention with a major cultural presence at the Eurasia International Book Fair in Kazakhstan, 
IRNA reported. 
In a video address, President Vladimir Putin 
called the academy’s creation a “very important” 
step to strengthen cultural ties, aiming to build 
an “open platform” for creative collaboration 
across the region. 
Plans include student exchanges, workshops, and joint film projects to “lay a foundation for 
greater mutual trust.”
The opening ceremony in Moscow drew artists and officials from Russia and 22 other countries. 
Russian Culture Minister Olga Lyubimova and Nikita Mikhalkov, head of the Russian Filmmak-
ers’ Union, both spoke at the event. Mikhalkov 
said the academy should serve as a “hub for 
sharing cinematic knowledge and experience.”The academy unveiled its official symbol, the “Diamond Butterfly,” a sculpture blending tradi-
tional and modern elements meant to represent “flight and transformation” in cinema.The idea for the Eurasian Film Academy first 
surfaced at a BRICS culture ministers’ meeting 
in St. Petersburg. Built with the support of the Filmmakers’ Union, the Russian Culture Foun-dation, and the Foreign Ministry, the academy will promote films that reflect family and tra-
ditional values. 

The first Eurasian Film Award ceremony will be 
held on December 5 in Moscow.
Meanwhile, Iran showcased over 100 premium titles at the Eurasia Book Fair in Astana, ranging 
from literature and art to Iranian studies and 
Persian language learning. Many works were 
translated into Kazakh and Russian to reach a 
broader audience.
Iran’s booth also featured Mojtaba Sajjad, head 
of Iran’s Jungle Publishing Institute, and master 
calligrapher Hamid Niroumand. 
Niroumand presented a new handwritten col-
lection of Omar Khayyam’s quatrains, drawing 
crowds in a country where the Persian poet re-
mains widely admired.
The book fair, running through April 27, hosts 
more than 70 publishers from 15 countries, in-
cluding Turkey, China, Portugal, Mongolia, Ven-
ezuela, and Spain.

 

Iran and Turkey pledged to boost tourism and cultural co-
operation on the sidelines of the Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) tourism summit in Erzurum, Turkish officials said on Friday.
Anoushirvan Mohseni Bandpey, Iran’s Deputy Minister of 
Tourism, called for “practical steps” to expand tourist ex-
changes and showcase attractions in both countries. 
He also invited the Mayor of Erzurum to attend an upcom-
ing global urban tourism summit in Iran, expressing hope 
that fresh talks would “lead to stronger ties.”
The meeting, hosted by the Governor and Mayor of Er-
zurum, underlined the push for deeper collaboration. 
Both sides agreed to draw up plans to ease travel and 
boost joint cultural and economic projects “in the near 
future.”
The push comes against the backdrop of lopsided travel flows between the two neighbors. Last year, more than 3.5 
million Iranians visited Turkey, while only around 580,000 
Turks traveled to Iran, said Reza Salehi Amiri, Iran’s Minis-
ter of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts.
“This meaningful gap needs a rethink,” Salehi Amiri said. 
He stressed the importance of achieving “strategic bal-
ance” in tourism under a broader cultural diplomacy 
drive.
Iran and Turkey share deep cultural roots, a factor that officials believe could help pave the way for stronger co-
operation in heritage preservation, handicrafts, and joint 
cultural programming.
Salehi Amiri announced plans to hold two major cultural 
events — one in Tehran and one in a Turkish city — later 
this year, which has been dubbed the “Year of Shared Cul-
ture” by both countries.
“Every tourist becomes a cultural ambassador,” he said, 

underlining the role of tourism in promoting Iran’s image 
abroad.
As a founding member of ECO and the host of its perma-
nent secretariat in Tehran, Iran sees itself as a key player 
in revitalizing the regional bloc. 
Salehi Amiri said Iran would press for stronger bilateral 
and multilateral ties at the summit, aiming to “activate 
shared tourism capacities” among ECO members.
Efforts are underway to secure an agreement that would have ECO countries officially recognize each other as “pri-
mary tourist destinations” in national programs. In a re-gion marked by political strains, officials see tourism and 
culture as a springboard for greater economic, social, and 
cultural convergence.
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Iran’s Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 

Handicrafts Reza Salehi Amiri (L)meets with Umid 

Shadiev, Uzbekistan’s Deputy Minister of Environment 

and Head of the State Tourism Committee, in 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan, April 25, 2025. 
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