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The ancient Chogha Golan 
Hill in Mehran, recognized 
as the oldest discovered 
site with evidence of the 
first farmers and settled 
communities in Iran, has 
recently become the focus 
of attention for archaeolo-
gists. Efforts to register it as 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site are currently underway.
Located in Ilam Province 
and boasting a history of 
over 11,000 years, Chogha 
Golan has garnered inter-
est from both domestic and 
foreign researchers and ar-
chaeologists, according to 
IRNA. 
This ancient hill, situated 
near the Golan village, is 
among the rare sites that 
archaeologists acknowledge 
as the beginning of settled 
life and agriculture on the 
Iranian plateau.

Findings from past
According to the head of the 
archaeological group work-
ing at this site, the remains 
discovered in this area indi-
cate the presence of people 
from the Neolithic era who, 
around 11,000 years ago, 
were the first in this region 
to cultivate grains such as 
wheat and barley, as well as 
pulses including lentils. 
Hojjat Darabi reported that 
valuable artifacts and evi-
dence have been uncovered 
during a 45-day excavation 
at Chogha Golan. These 
findings include walls con-
structed from rammed 
earth and mud bricks, rem-
nants of early structures 
with plastered floors, and 
primitive tools used in ag-
riculture and animal hus-
bandry.
The discovery of burned 
gypsum remains at this site 
suggests that this technolo-

gy originated in this region 
for the first time. Other no-
table findings include stone 
tools with sharp edges, 
which, according to archae-
ologists’ assessments, were 
used for purposes such as 
harvesting grains, cutting 
agricultural products, tan-
ning, and even hunting an-
imals. Additionally, moun-
tain goat horns have been 
discovered throughout the 
site, indicating the exploita-
tion of natural resources by 
early humans of that era.

Significance of site
The architectural evidence 
and findings have made 
Chogha Golan Hill  one of 
the most remarkable ar-
chaeological sites dating 
back to the ninth millen-
nium BCE, revealing signs 
of habitation and human 

activity even before the in-
vention of pottery. Experts 
note that three seasons 
of archaeological excava-
tions have been conducted 
at this hill so far, with new 
findings from these studies 
significantly contributing to 
understanding the history 
of human civilization in the 
western region of Iran.
Farzad Sharifi, the director 
general of Ilam Province’s 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts Organiza-
tion, emphasized that due to 
the importance and value of 
this site, the dossier for reg-
istering the ancient hill is 
being prepared. Once com-
pleted, it will be submitted 
for inclusion on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List. He 
also announced plans to 
transform this valuable site 
into an open-air museum 

for researchers, history en-
thusiasts, and tourists.

Future prospects
Sharifi stated that Chogha Go-
lan Hill, due to its scope, his-
tory, and type of archaeologi-
cal findings, ranks among the 
most important and unique 
prehistoric sites in Iran. Its 
global registration could sig-
nificantly contribute to rec-
ognizing Iran’s cultural and 
historical heritage. Provincial 
cultural heritage officials 
have expressed hope that 
with the continuation of ex-

cavations and documentation 
of new findings, preparations 
for the global registration of 
the ancient hill of Chogha Go-
lan will be facilitated as soon 
as possible.
According to experts, the 
evidence obtained from 
this site plays a crucial role 
in understanding the evolu-
tion of human civilization, 
agriculture, and early set-
tlements in the western re-
gion of Iran. Establishing it 
as one of the hubs of archae-
ological studies in the coun-
try will open new horizons 

for attracting international 
tourists and researchers.
Chogha Golan is one of the 
valuable sites related to the 
prehistoric period and Neo-
lithic era. It is located two 
kilometers south of the Ami-
rabad Dam and near the vil-
lage of Golan in Mehran. The 
discovery of this site dates 
back to the early 1990s, 
when workers at the Ami-
rabad Dam encountered the 
remains of this hill during 
construction activities. At 
that time, Ali Mohammad 
Khalilian introduced this site 
to the archaeological com-
munity of the country. The 
first protective measures 
for delineating the area and 
boundaries of the hill were 
implemented in 2000 with 
the efforts of Jabrail Nokan-
deh.
In 2009 and 2010, a joint 

team from the University of 
Tübingen in Germany, led 
by Nikolaus Conard and in 
collaboration with Mohsen 
Zeidi, conducted special-
ized studies in stratigraphy 
and chronology at this site. 
These studies played a sig-
nificant role in discovering 
and analyzing the remnants 
from the Neolithic period.
 A new phase of archaeolog-
ical excavations at Chogha 
Golan began in 2023 under 
the direction of Darabi, with 
the support of the Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts Organization of 
Ilam Province, and is still on-
going. This historical hill was 
registered as one of Iran’s 
national heritage sites on 
October 1, 2001, and holds a 
special place in archaeolog-
ical studies in the western 
part of the country.

Chogha Golan Hill illustrates  
dawn of agriculture in Iran
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Allure of Kharpap Waterfall amidst lush forests of Piranshahr

Piranshahr is one of the 
border cities in West 
Azarbaijan Province, lo-
cated adjacent to Kurdis-
tan Province. This beauti-
ful and lush city fboasts a 
mountainous and pictur-
esque landscape. One of 
its most stunning natural 
attractions is the abun-
dant Kharpap Waterfall. 
This perennial waterfall 
is situated deep within 
the stunning forests of 
Pardanan, 22 kilometers 
south of Piranshahr, nes-
tled in the heart of these 
lush woodlands. It reach-
es its peak size during the 
spring, thanks to the melt-
ing snow in the mountains 
and seasonal rainfall , 
standing at an impressive 
15 meters high.

History and naming 
K h a r p a p  W a t e r f a l l , 
nestled in the heart of 
Parashar’s forests, de-
rives its name from the 
Kurdish word “Khara-
pap,”  meaning “place 
with abundant water.” 

The waterfall has become 
a popular destination for 
nature lovers, thanks to 
its impressive water flow 
and picturesque land-
scapes. Its history dates 
back to ancient times 

when Piranshahr served 
as a significant border 
center. The surrounding 
forests and flowing rivers 
provided ideal conditions 
for the formation of natu-
ral waterfalls.

Nearby attractions
The forests of Pardanan 
located in the region ex-
tend to the border heights 
between Iran and Iraq, 
adorned with a variety of 
trees, especially pines. In 

addition to Kharpap Wa-
terfall, the region’s moun-
tains, valleys, rivers, and 
forests come together to 
create breathtaking and 
unparalleled natural scen-
ery. This unique landscape 

offering opportunities 
for nature walks, forest 
trekking, and serene ex-
periences in the great out-
doors. The vibrant rivers, 
and untouched natural 
beauty further enhance Pi-

ranshahr’s charm, making 
it a remarkable destination 
for nature lovers.
The area around Kharpap 
Waterfall is rich in tourist 
attractions that enhance 
any visit. Notable spots 
include Qalatasian Cave 
in Sardasht and ancient 
hills that tell tales of the 
region’s history. Addi-
tionally, border markets 
such as Tamarchin and 
Piranshahr offer excellent 
opportunities to purchase 
handicrafts and experi-
ence local culture. The re-
gion’s mountain springs 
and beautiful rivers also 
provide recreational activ-
ities, including hiking and 
fishing.
Piranshahr is not only 
known for its visual beau-
ty but also for its rich 
biodiversity, featuring a 
range of animal species 
and plants that thrive in 
its varied ecosystems. The 
combination of majestic 
mountains, lush forests, 
and serene waters makes 
this city a true gem of the 
region, inviting visitors to 
explore its tranquil nature.
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