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Iranian carpets are more than 
mere floor coverings; they are 
vibrant tapestries that show-
case patterns and motifs rep-
resenting the nature, myths, 
beliefs, and aspirations of the 
people in this land. Each knot 
in these carpets serves as a 
testament to the patience, 
perseverance, and artistry of 
the craftsmen who have cre-
ated these works with love 
and care.
From the magnificent palac-
es of kings and emperors to 
prestigious global museums, 
Iranian carpets have always 
held a prominent and valu-
able place. But what is the se-
cret behind the durability and 
popularity of these carpets? 
How have they maintained 
their status throughout his-
tory despite the emergence 
of other art forms, becoming 
recognized as cultural sym-
bols? What unique features 
are embedded in these artis-
tic works that have elevated 
them to such heights? And 
can Iranian carpets still fulfill 
their role as cultural ambas-
sadors, introducing Iranian 
culture and art to the world 
today?

Historical roots of 
carpet weaving
The art of carpet weaving in 
Iran is deeply intertwined 
with the history of this land. 
Archaeological findings in-
dicate that Iranians have 
been familiar with the art of 
weaving since ancient times. 
During the Achaemenid peri-
od, exquisite carpets adorned 
the palaces of kings and no-
bles. In the Sassanid era, car-
pet weaving flourished, with 
silk carpets featuring intricate 
designs and vibrant colors 
gaining international acclaim, 
IRNA wrote.
In the Islamic era, Iranian 
carpets underwent transfor-
mative changes, inspired by 
Islamic art and showcasing 
arabesque and geometric mo-
tifs. The Safavid dynasty ele-
vated carpet weaving to a roy-
al art, establishing workshops 
across various Iranian cities. 
The carpets produced during 
this time gained worldwide 
recognition for their superior 
quality, stunning designs, and 
premium raw materials, often 
presented as valuable gifts to 

kings and world leaders.
During the Qajar period, car-
pet weaving experienced 
further transformations as 
Western designs and influenc-
es from European art began 
to emerge. Carpets woven in 
Tabriz, Kerman, and Kashan 
entered global markets due to 
their exceptional quality and 
aesthetic appeal, becoming 
some of Iran’s most important 
export goods.

Contemporary status
Today, Iranian carpets con-
tinue to hold a significant 
place as one of Iran’s most 
important traditional arts, 
despite competition from ma-
chine-made and modern car-
pets. Iranian carpet weavers 
strive to maintain authenticity 
and tradition while promoting 
their creations as symbols of 
Iranian culture and art.

Patterns and designs
One of the most notable fea-
tures of Iranian carpets is 
the diversity and richness of 
their patterns and designs. 
Every region of Iran employs 
specific motifs influenced by 
local culture, customs, and 
climate conditions, resulting 
in a treasure trove of patterns 
and colors.
The designs often depict sym-
bols of nature, myths, beliefs, 
and the aspirations of the 
Iranian people. Floral motifs 
like flowers, trees, and shrubs 
symbolize beauty, greenery, 
and fertility. Animal motifs 
such as lions, leopards, pea-
cocks, and birds represent 
power, courage, beauty, and 
freedom. Geometric motifs 
— including diamonds, trian-
gles, squares, and circles — 
symbolize order, balance, and 
harmony, while arabesque 
designs reflect the taste and 
creativity of Iranian artists.
Colors also play a vital role in 
Iranian carpets. They not only 
enhance beauty but also sym-
bolize various emotions and 
concepts. Red signifies joy, 
love, and courage; blue rep-
resents calmness, peace, and 
the sky; green embodies hope, 
life, and nature; yellow sym-
bolizes wealth, happiness, and 
the sun; and white represents 
purity, peace, and light.

Cultural ambassador in 
Age of Globalization
In the Age of Globalization, 

where borders are becom-
ing less defined and cultures 
increasingly interact, Iranian 
carpets can play a crucial role 
in introducing Iranian culture 
and art to the world. Their 
beauty, delicacy, and diver-
sity can attract international 
audiences, helping to create a 
positive and authentic image 
of Iran.
To fulfill this role, Iranian car-
pet artists must focus on in-
novation and creativity while 
preserving the authenticity 
and traditions of their craft, 
producing carpets with mod-
ern, appealing designs and 
colors. Additionally, both the 
government and the private 
sector should support carpet 
weavers and promote Iranian 
carpets through international 
exhibitions, showcasing and 
elevating this art form on the 
global stage.
Furthermore, Iranian carpets 
can serve as a valuable tool 
for developing tourism. Orga-
nizing carpet-weaving tours 
and visits to workshops can 
attract foreign tourists, pro-
viding them with an oppor-
tunity to engage with this art 
form. Additionally, selling Ira-
nian carpets to these tourists 
can contribute significantly to 
the country’s economic pros-
perity.

Persian carpets in 
palaces
Persian carpets in palaces 
around the world are among 
the most exquisite and valu-
able examples of handicrafts. 
They are luxurious items 
found in many palatial set-
tings globally, as owners seek 
to gather the finest works 
from around the globe to en-
hance the elegance of their 
residences.
In Iran, particularly in Tehran, 
the capital, major old palaces, 
dating back to various past 
eras, are adorned with Per-
sian carpets. These carpets 
are unparalleled anywhere 
else, uniquely designed for 
Iranian royal settings. Within 
these palaces, all furnishings 
are luxurious and valuable, re-
flecting the deep appreciation 
for Persian carpets among 
past kings and emphasizing 
their exceptional status in the 
world.
For instance, during the Qajar 
and Pahlavi eras, exquisite 
carpets adorned Golestan 

Palace, showcasing beautiful 
designs typically featuring 
mihrab, pictorial, and me-
dallion motifs. These carpets 
are woven from silk and wool 
sourced from the cities of Ta-
briz, Arak, and Sanandaj, al-
though the identities of their 
weavers remain unknown.

Persian carpets in 
foreign museums
The Hermitage Museum, 
one of the largest in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia, houses 
three million valuable artis-
tic works for public display. 
Known as the Winter Palace, 
it was once the residence of 
Russian tsars and includes 
various collections, such as 
royal insignias and ancient 
gold. Among its most prized 
exhibits is the Pazyryk carpet, 
the oldest Persian carpet in 
the world, which shines like 
a jewel. Woven by skilled Per-
sian artisans, the Pazyryk car-
pet showcases elements that 
carry profound meaning, per-
fectly aligning with the char-
acteristics of Persian carpets. 
However, this is just a small 
part of the broader narrative; 
Persian carpets are utilized in 
numerous settings, including 
museums, halls, palaces, and 
luxury homes, and even as 
wall tapestries. Highlighting 
these aspects emphasizes the 
ongoing importance of pre-
serving Persian carpets and 
maintaining this rich heritage.

Collaborative 
preservation efforts
Given the potential of Per-
sian carpets, it is essential for 
the government, the private 
sector, and carpet artisans 
to collaborate in developing 
and implementing programs 
aimed at preserving, pro-
moting, and advancing this 
art. These programs should 
include support for carpet 
weavers, the organization 
of international exhibitions, 
education and promotion of 
carpet-weaving skills, the de-
velopment of carpet tourism, 
and using Persian carpets as 
a means to showcase Iranian 
culture and art globally. By 
executing these initiatives, 
we can introduce Persian car-
pets as valuable cultural sym-
bols to a global audience and 
further reinforce their role as 
ambassadors of Iranian cul-
ture and art.

Persian carpets connecting  
cultures and communities

Iranica
Home

Iranica Desk

   yjc.ir  fardayeeghtesad.com

  rokna.net

   IRNA

  shop.aradbranding.com

   IRNA


