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Engage with history, nature

in Semnan’s villages

( Iranica Desk

Pa Deh

Pa Deh village is located 25 kilome-
ters east of Garmsar, three kilometers
east of Aradan, and south of the Teh-
ran-Mashhad road. The village has a
history that dates back approximately
six centuries. Notable structures with-
in the village include Imamzadeh Abu-
sa’id, while nearby attractions feature
the Aradan Bazaar, Imamzadeh Shah
Nazar, and Imamzadeh Khalilollah.
The main agricultural products cul-
tivated in this village include wheat,
barley, cotton, melon, watermelon,
figs, pomegranates, and more.

Tuyehdarvar

Tuyehdarvar village is situated 48
kilometers from Damghan, north
of Qusheh village, nestled in the
northern mountains of Damghan.
The residents of this village speak
Mazandarani, and their primary agri-
cultural products include walnuts, ap-
ples, grapes, wheat, barley, and more.
Livestock breeding is a key occupation
here, producing items such as yogurt,
milk and butter. The village boasts a
cold mountainous climate with abun-
dant rainfall throughout the year,
creating an ideal environment for ag-
riculture. Consequently, people from
Damghan often spend their hot sum-
mers in these villages. Key attractions
include Baghestan Castle, Imamzadeh
Mir Jebrail, Kalateh Zakaria, and an-
cient trees that have been nationally
registered.

Reshm

Reshm village is located 105 kilome-
ters south of Damghan in the Sarkavir
region. The area of the village and its
pastures is approximately 150 square
kilometers. Surrounded by mountains
to the north, northeast, and west, the
village faces the desert plain to the
south and southeast. Due to its prox-
imity to the mountains, Reshm enjoys
a favorable climate and a lush, green
landscape compared to neighboring
villages, setting it apart from those in
the desert. The presence of numerous
springs in the village has supported
the cultivation of various agricultural
products, and it is inhabited by mi-
gratory nomads. The old cemetery
of this village is situated to the west.
The tomb of Imamzadeh Abbas, with
its square shape and stepped dome,

houses an octagonal grave that occu-
pies almost the entire interior space
and is thought to date back to the
Timurid era. Another notable struc-
ture in the village is the Baseri Edifice,
constructed of raw clay and represent-
ing one of the village’s historic archi-
tectural sites.

Farumad

Farumad village is located in Meyami.
Notable historical sites in this village
include the tomb of Ibn Yamin and the
Grand Mosque. The tomb of Sheikh
Hassan Juri, a religious leader and chief
of the Sarbadars during the Ilkhanate
period, is also situated near this village.

Qalebala

Qalebala village is located 24 kilome-
ters southeast of Biyarjomand, bor-
dering the desert and characterized
by a semi-arid climate with moderate
vegetation. Most residents of this vil-
lage engage in livestock breeding and
agriculture, with main agricultural
products including wheat, barley, ses-
ame, walnuts, and apricots. Due to its
foothill location, construction in this
village is tiered, utilizing raw clay for
older buildings and bricks for newer
homes. The village’s proximity to Tur-
an National Park and the presence of
wildlife such as the Asiatic cheetah,
Asiatic zebra, and gazelle are signifi-
cant attractions.

Molla Deh

Molla Deh village is part Mehdishahr
and is located 55 kilometers north
of Shahmirzad. Its climate is mild in
the spring and summer, while winter
is cold and snowy. Historical attrac-
tions in the area include the Molla
Deh Mansion, which comprises two
buildings set in a beautiful garden.
This complex features the House of
Ebrahim Khan in the western part
and the or Kolah Farangi Mansion,
in the northeast. The heights around
Molla Deh offer unparalleled vis-
tas, including spectacular views of
snow-covered mountains in winter,
rocky terrain, and steep slopes. Local
wildlife includes partridges, bears,
foxes, wolves, and wild boars, as well
as native plants like barberry and
wilk. The village is also surrounded
by Urus forests, shrubs, and oak trees,
and is home to various birds.

) Proximity to the capital, location along the route of pilgrims to the holy city of Mashhad, the pres-
ence of historical and natural sites, and the unique climatic conditions resulting from being situ-

ated on the southern slopes of the Alborz Mountains — as well as other areas bordering the northern edges of Iran’s central
desert — are among the potential attractions of Semnan Province for domestic and foreign tourists.

One of the most significant tourist draws in Semnan Province is its villages, each offering unique appeal for enthusiasts of
cultural heritage, nature, linguistics, culture, traditional rituals, and anthropology, among other interests. With relatively
modest planning and investment in these areas, it is possible to transform the province’s economy by attracting both domestic
and international visitors. This report introduces several key tourist villages in Semnan Province, according to chtn.ir.
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Shokat Abad; an iconic Persian garden of South Khorasan Province

Shokat Abad Garden, an ex-
emplary Persian garden, was
commissioned by Ismail Khan
Shokat ol-Molk of the Alam fam-
ily near Birjand, South Khorasan
Province. Persian gardens are a
defining characteristic of Irani-
an desert cities; a garden in the
heart of the desert exemplifies
the brilliance and ingenuity of
Iranian engineering and histori-
cal techniques.

Spanning a large area, Shokat
Abad Garden uniquely features
fruit trees, emphasizing its agri-
cultural vitality. Reflecting tradi-
tional Persian garden architec-
ture, it centers around a Kushk
(pavilion), dating back to the Qajar
dynasty.

The pavilion boasts a white
facade and a spacious terrace
supported by two pillars and
arches. Some sections feature

decorative Goldani motifs. Sur-
rounding the terrace are mul-
tiple rooms, with additional
structures at the back, visitirn.
ir wrote.

Shokat Abad’s architecture and
structural design are impressive,
meticulously planned to match
specific agricultural and aes-
thetic needs. The Howz Khaneh
— a summer retreat typically
featuring an octagonal layout —

houses most of the decorations
and intricate details. Above it, a
large vault, topped with a Kolah
Farangi dome resembling a for-
eign headpiece, provides shelter.
Strategically placed holes in this
structure allow natural light to
illuminate the Howz Khaneh.

Constructed with vaults, the
garden’s architecture effective-
ly addresses the hot, dry climate
of South Khorasan Province.

Some parts of the complex are
newer additions, made to meet
the needs of its current resi-
dents.

The owner’s private quarters,
known as the Andaruni, are sit-
uated on the southern side of the
complex. They resemble tradi-
tional Birjand houses, featuring
stucco frames and arches around
the pools. Fruit trees, another
hallmark of the garden, not only

provide produce but also serve
as ornamental features.

Shokat Abad is located five ki-
lometers east of Birjand in the
village with the same name,
along the route from Birjand to
Zahedan. An easy landmark to
find is Birjand University, which
is directly opposite the garden.
This site was registered as a na-
tional heritage of Iran on August
14, 1999.
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