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New phase of Iran’s 
Shetab linkage to 
Russia’s Mir unveiled 
CBI: Monetary, banking 
collaboration with 
neighbors on agenda

The second phase of linking Iran’s Shetab pay-
ment system to its Russian counterpart, Mir, was 
unveiled on Tuesday during a ceremony attend-
ed by senior Central Bank officials and diplomats 
from both countries at the Central Bank of Iran 
(CBI)’s headquarters in Tehran.  
The new phase aligns Iran with global standards 
by enabling NFC-based mobile payments for Rus-
sian citizens’ bank cards in Iran, ISNA reported.  
During the unveiling ceremony, CBI Governor 
Mohammad Reza Farzin said “monetary and 
banking cooperation with neighboring nations 
is a priority,” adding that the institution is work-
ing to establish new frameworks for regional col-
laboration.  He stressed that the Central Bank’s 
monetary and banking initiatives operate inde-
pendently of indirect negotiations between Iran 
and the United States, which held the 4th round 
of indirect talks in the Omani cap-
ital of Muscat on Sunday, focusing 
on Iran’s nuclear program and the removal of 
sanctions against Tehran.
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Visitors browse books on display at the 36th Tehran 
International Book Fair on May 13, 2025.
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From Gulf of Mexico to 
Persian Gulf
Trump’s dangerous 
game with world map
O P I N I O N
E X C L U S I V E
As whispers of re-
vived nuclear diplo-
macy emerge and the 
US signals a pause 
in regional strikes, 
an unexpected con-
troversy brews. Re-
ports suggest Don-
ald Trump may use 
his Middle East tour, 
now underway, to 
announce a provoc-
ative renaming of the 
Persian Gulf—a move 
that could shake dip-
lomatic foundations 

and ignite nationalist 
backlash. Is this just 
symbolic theater, or 
part of a deeper geo-
political game? And 
how could a name—
centuries old and 
internationally rec-
ognized—become 
the next flashpoint 
in US–Iran tensions? 
Check out page 4 
where Iran Daily has 
unpacked the stakes 
behind a name that 
carries far more than 
history.
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