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Celebrate art, faith
at holy shrine of Shah Che_rag

( Iranica Desk

Amid the ancient streets of
Shiraz, the luminous shrine
of Hazrat Ahmad bin Musa
(PBUH), known as Shah Cher-
agh, shines like a sparkling
gem in the heart of this cul-
tural and historic city. The
sacred shrine is not only
one of the most important
pilgrimage sites for Shia
Muslims in Iran but also
plays an unparalleled role
as a cultural heritage and
tourism attraction, signifi-
cantly contributing to na-
tional identity and drawing
pilgrims and visitors alike.
Ahmad bin Musa (PBUH), the
eldest son of Imam Musa
al-Kazim (PBUH) and broth-
er of Imam Reza (PBUH),
traveled to Iran on his way
to join his brother but was
martyred by Abbasid rul-
ers. His burial site remained
hidden until the 6th century
AH, when it was discovered
during the reign of Atabek
Abu Saeed Zangi. Thanks to
his minister, Amir Maqreb
al-Din Mas'ud, a shrine was
built on that site.

Since then, the Shah Cher-
agh Shrine has undergone
numerous restorations and
reconstructions. Architec-
turally, with mirror work,
tile decoration, and callig-
raphy, it has become one of
Iran’s most beautiful reli-
gious sites. The blending of
Timurid, Safavid, Zand, and
Qajar architectural styles
in its construction reflects
a continuity of artistic and
religious tradition over the
centuries.

According to official statis-
tics, from March 15, 2025,
to April 4, 2025, over one
million domestic pilgrims
visited this revered shrine.
This number not only un-
derscores Shah Cheragh’s
spiritual significance within
Iran but also highlights its
vast potential as a major re-
ligious tourism destination.
During the same period,
387 international tourists
from 32 countries — in-
cluding Russia, Germany,

Spain, India, UAE, Italy, and
Switzerland — visited Shah
Cheragh. This significant
presence of foreign tourists
attests that the shrine of Ah-
mad bin Musa is gradually
becoming a central hub for
international religious and
spiritual tourism in Iran.
From an artistic perspec-
tive, Shah Cheragh is a trea-
sure trove of Islamic Iranian
art. Magnificent mirror in-
lays, finely crafted minarets,
turquoise tiles, and Qur’an-
ic calligraphy — all are
manifestations of the union
between spirituality and
beauty. This shrine is truly
a living museum of Iran’s
religious and national art,
inspiring not only pilgrims
but anyone interested in the
history of Islamic art.
Moreover, visits by foreign
tourists often evoke awe
and admiration for both the

visual and spiritual beauty.
Many have officially recog-
nized Shah Cheragh as an
outstanding example of de-
votional architecture in Iran.
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Alongside Mashhad and
Qom, Shah Cheragh forms
one of the three main pillars
of religious tourism in Iran.
What sets this shrine apart
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is its geographical location
in southern Iran and its
placement in the city of Shi-
raz — a city itself renowned
for poetry, literature, archi-
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tecture, and history.
The combination of cultural
attractions (Hafezieh, Sufi sites),
historical sites (Persepolis,
Nagsh-e Rostam), and religious
landmarks (Shah Cheragh)
within less than an hour’s
reach offers a rare opportu-
nity for creating integrated
cultural-religious tourism
packages. This could posi-
tion Shiraz as the top des-
tination for Muslim tourists
in the West Asia region.
The presence of hundreds
of pilgrims from various
countries during Nowruz
(Iranian New Year March 21-April
2) is a clear sign of Shah
Cheragh’s high capacity in
the realm of cultural and
spiritual diplomacy.
Introducing this shrine as a
peace-promoting destina-
tion, beyond religious affili-
ations, can play an effective
role in creating a positive

narrative about Iran at the
international level.
Especially in today’s world,
where ethnic and religious
tensions dominate the
image of the Middle East,
presenting sites like Shah
Cheragh — historically a
gathering place for people
of different ethnicities, na-
tionalities, and religions —
can offer a new discourse
of peace rooted in spiritual
heritage.

In recent years, the Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts
has paid special attention
to registering, restoring,
and promoting the shrine
of Ahmad bin Musa (PBUH).
This includes preparing a
dossier for its national reg-
istration, designing cultur-
al-religious tourism pack-
ages, and collaborating with
custodial institutions to at-
tract international tourists.
Additionally, leveraging the
capacity of international
media, social media, and
embassies to introduce
Shah Cheragh to the world
has been among the suc-
cessful policies of the Min-
istry in developing tourism
diplomacy.

Shah Cheragh is not just a
historical tomb. It is a shin-
ing candle in safeguarding
Iranian religious, historical,
and cultural identity. For
centuries, the holy shrine
has been a sanctuary for
pilgrims’ hearts, and today,
with wise and cultural man-
agement, it can become a
hub for developing religious
tourism and strengthening
Iran’s cultural diplomacy.

If Nowruz 2025, with the
presence of millions of
pilgrims and hundreds of
foreign tourists, once again
emphasized the potential
of this shrine, it’s time for
this brilliant heritage to be
introduced and utilized on
a global scale. Under the
azure dome of Shah Cher-
agh, not only pilgrims but
truth-seekers from every
religion and culture find
common peace.

Bekhradi Mansion
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Nothing but nostalgia
can save the contempo-
rary human’s spirit from
unsafety and distrust; a
symbol and essence of
the past without any pain
that only kept its happi-
ness and enjoyment. Many
artists and craftsmen use
this aspect to satisfy their
audiences.

Even imagining a moment of
relaxation in the rooms that
are decorated with color of
the past and the memorable
bricks, materials, windows,
curtains and porches is
sweat and pleasant.
Morteza Bekhradi, the
best-known professor of
conservation and resto-
ration historical monu-
ments, used this feature
of the modern man in
2000, restored and rebuilt

the historic 400-year-old
caravanserai and house
of Bekhradi in five years
and finally prepared it for
those guests who are in-
terested in the historical
spaces.

represents a heritage of happiness, enjoyment

Bekhradi Historical Man-
sion, the memorial of the
early Safavid empire, is re-
lated to the 17th century
CE and placed in Sonboles-
tan district of Isfahan.

Morteza Bekhradi believed

this house to belong to one
of the astrologists in Safa-
vid period. Based upon the
Safavid architecture style,
the designs and motifs de-
picted in the interior spac-
es are simple and nave and

at the same time authentic
and creative.

Like other contemporary
buildings, Bekhradi house
has a porch in the middle,
two alcove halls on north and
south parts and two porches

on east and west parts.

The complex is among the
rebuilt Safavid mansions
that are currently trans-
ferred into the hotel. The
necessary needs of the
passengers like the bath-
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room, WC, bedroom with
convenient and traditional
beds, kitchen, yard and the
reception have been con-
sidered in reconstructing
operations.

In spite of hard work for
rebuilding and prosperity
of this mansion, it is not de-
servedly known even among
the residents of Isfahan.
This historical house in-
cludes twelve rooms, two
alcove halls and two yards,
interior and exterior; stuc-
co and mirror work along
with the traditional furni-
ture that have made this
house a memorable space
for those who are interest-
ed in the original and tra-
ditional atmosphere.
Bekhradi Mansion with
700 square meter area is
located in Shohada Street,
Ibn-e Sina Street, in Isfa-
han.



