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North of 59K projects launched
countrywide in key infrastructure sectors

< Economy Desk >

Over 59,000 projects in housing, trans-
portation, and meteorology — valued
at more than 94,000 billion tomans (»
$1.13 billion) in domestic investment and
119 million USD plus 39 million euros in
foreign investment — were inaugurated
via video conference in the presence of
President Masoud Pezeshkian on Satur-
day.

On Saturday, 59,264 projects across
road infrastructure, urban develop-
ment, transportation, meteorology, and
housing were inaugurated, president.ir
reported.

These projects include 43,521 housing
units (14,521 urban and 29,000 rural units), the
allocation of 11,500 plots of land for the
Population Youth Plan and 4 urban re-
generation projects.

Additionally, 4,219 transportation proj-
ects were operationalized. Other no-
table projects inaugurated include 20

meteorological initiatives and the provi-
sion of 16,200 hectares of land for urban
housing development.

Airport, roads projects

Under the Iran Airports and Air Navi-
gation Company (1Ac), 10 airport proj-
ects — including surveillance radars,
air traffic control systems, and airport
expansion initiatives were inaugurat-
ed. Among those, the first domestically
produced MSSR-MODE S radar was un-
veiled at Abadan Airport in Khuzestan
Province, marking a flagship achieve-
ment.

Also, a key highlight of the virtual in-
auguration ceremony attended by the
president and Minister of Roads and
Urban Development Farzaneh Sadegh
was the commissioning of 136 kilome-
ters of roads and highways across six
provinces.

In the aviation sector, 2,691 new flight
seats and 8 helicopters (adding 84 seats) en-

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian inaugurates
over 59,000 projects across the country in housing,
transportation, and meteorology via video conference
on May 24, 2025.

president.ir

tered into service. An air taxi route be-
tween Karaj and Qazvin, utilizing three
MSSR aircraft was also launched.

Addition of two aircraft to national fleet
The Islamic Republic of Iran Airlines
(Homa), a subsidiary of the Ministry of
Roads and Urban Development, expand-
ed its fleet with two A330-200 aircraft
(adding 528 seats) and procured, equipped,
and prepared 11 aircraft engines, rep-
resenting an investment of 119 million
USD.

Under road maintenance and transpor-
tation, 4,161 projects — including the
elimination of accident-prone areas,
bridge construction, lighting installa-

tions, and road widening were launched.
A standout project is the 50-kilometer

rural road in the Bashagard region of
Hormozgan Province.

Iran renewable energy conference:

Pezeshkian outlines plans for gas-electricity replacement in heating

Iran ready to host neighbors’
independent port authorities in Bandar Abbas

( Economy Desk )

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian underlined the
necessity of replacing gas
with electricity for heating
purposes in the country
during an international con-
ference on renewable energy
in Tehran on Saturday.
Addressing the 9th Interna-
tional Iran Renewable Ener-
gy Conference (REC), Pezesh-
kian doubled down on Iran’s
push to swap gas for electric-
ity in heating systems during
his keynote, reaffirming the
government’s firm com-
mitment to comprehensive
clean energy development,
calling it “the clear path for-
ward for the nation.”
“Across all dimensions —
including the production
and import of solar panels,
upgrading power plants, re-
vamping cooling and heating
appliance production lines,
and construction engineer-
ing — precise and actionable
plans are underway,” he said.

Pezeshkian outlined the gov-
ernment’s strategy to expand
renewable energy sources
such as solar, wind, and nu-
clear power, noting, “Prog-
ress on this path has already
begun and is being pursued
rigorously through daily and
weekly cabinet meetings.”
He stressed that success in
this field requires broad par-
ticipation from elites, inves-
tors, policymakers, and par-
liamentary representatives,
adding, “The government is
determined to resolve exist-
ing imbalances by leveraging
domestic capabilities and
collective wisdom.”

Inviting citizens to collab-
orate on energy manage-
ment, Pezeshkian said, “Just
as the public cooperated by
economizing gas in winter,
we expect them to assist
this summer by reducing
electricity use. Replacing
high-consumption chande-
liers with efficient lighting is
a critical step in this effort.”
The international event, at-

tended by the president on
Saturday, honored leading
investors, industrial produc-
ers, public and municipal
organizations, EPS service
providers, academics, young
researchers, and top regional
and distribution electricity
companies for their contri-
butions to renewable energy.

Solar plant capacity
doubles in seven
months

Addressing the event, Ener-
gy Minister Abbas Aliabadi
highlighted achievements
in renewable energy, an-
nouncing, “Solar power
plant capacity has nearly
doubled over the past seven
months.”

Citing the global shift to-
ward clean energy, he not-
ed, “The international ener-
gy market is rapidly moving
toward renewable sources.
The growing installed capac-
ity of solar and wind energy,
alongside declining costs,
signals a paradigm shift.”
Aliabadi underscored the
importance of energy stor-
age technology, stating,
“This innovation enhances
energy utilization and grid
stability.” He also revealed
that the Energy Ministry
had launched a specialized
research program on green
hydrogen, describing it as “a
forward-looking solution for
Iran’s energy policies.”

Renewable daily output
hits 1,710 MW

Meanwhile, Mohsen Tarztalab,
head of Iran’s Renewable En-
ergy and Energy Efficiency Or-
ganization, announced that re-
newable capacity has reached
1,710 megawatts, with 514
megawatts added since Presi-
dent Pezeshkian’s administra-
tion took office in July.

“The capacity developed under
this government is 42% high-
er than previous administra-
tions,” he said, adding, “Over
the past two decades, annual
renewable capacity growth
was below 50 megawatts, but
under the current administra-
tion, 50 megawatts are added
monthly”

Tarztalab confirmed plans to
increase renewable capaci-
ty by 50 megawatts weekly,
with nationwide workshops
for constructing renewable
power plants set to launch
in the coming weeks. He also
announced a 79% rise in solar
energy production capacity
and said the construction of
3,000 megawatts of renewable
projects will begin within two
months.

Regarding the ongoing proj-
ects, he stated, “Work on 1,300
megawatts of farm-based pow-
er plants has commenced and
will become operational by the
end of this year. Additionally,
the construction of Iran’s first
foreign-funded solar power
plant will start this month.”
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An economy official with Iran’s
Foreign Ministry expressed the
country’s readiness to provide
necessary facilities in southern
port of Bandar Abbas for neigh-
boring countries to establish in-
dependent port authorities.
During the inauguration of Teh-
ran-Aprin rail port terminal,
Abdolrasool Mohajer Hejazi,
the acting economy deputy to
Foreign Ministry stated that
Iran is prepared to provide
necessary facilities in Bandar
Abbas for neighboring coun-
tries to establish independent
port authorities.

The first phase of Iran’s big-
gest dry port and rail terminal,
called Aprin, was officially inau-
gurated in March, 2023. Cover-
ing approximately 450 hectares
of land near the capital Tehran,
Aprin is located at the junction
of Iran’s East-West and North-
South rail corridors, which
makes it a significant hub for
the distribution and exports of
goods via railroad.

He highlighted Iran’s transit
capacities, saying, “The Islamic
Republic of Iran can serve as a
vital link connecting regional

countries.”

“To the north, there are neigh-
boring countries without direct
access to open seas, and Iran
can act as their maritime gate-
way. Central Asian nations, Rus-
sia, Belarus, Caucasus countries
such as Azerbaijan, Armenia,
and Georgia, as well as Kyrgyz-
stan and Uzbekistan, can now
access Bandar Abbas through
Iran’s transportation corridors.”
Emphasizing the potential for
deeper collaboration, he said,
“These countries may even es-
tablish their own independent
port authorities in Bandar Ab-
bas.”

Hejazi also underscored op-
portunities in southern Iran,
stating, “The United Arab Emir-
ates can utilize the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s route — the
best, shortest, safest, and most
accessible pathway — to reach
Central Asia”

Meanwhile, the official noted,
“Today, coinciding with the
inauguration of this project, a
major Chinese freight train has
been symbolically dispatched
to the project site, marking the
operationalization of commit-
ments and the transition from
rhetoric to action.”

Netanyahu's war gamble...

Even Israel’s long-standing ally, the
United Kingdom, has started to dis-
Page1 > tance itself from .Ne-
tanyahu’s policies.
British officials have issued harsh crit-
icisms and imposed sanctions on sev-
eral far-right Israeli figures.
In another telling sign, the killing of
two Israeli embassy staffers in Wash-
ington underscores a growing anti-Zi-
onist wave driven by the increasingly
hardline stances of Netanyahu’s cabi-
net.
The United States has also begun
backing away. The high cost of main-
taining aircraft carriers like the USS
Harry Truman, Gerald Ford, and Ei-

senhower in the Red Sea led President
Donald Trump to order a cease-fire
with Yemen’s Ansarullah Movement,
which has been engaged in operations
against Israel-linked vessels and tar-
gets inside the occupied territories in
a show of solidarity with Gaza. As a
result, a US cease-fire with Ansarullah
came into force earlier in May, ending
months-long air campaign that had
been launched in support of Israel.

Netanyahu’s policies and actions are
creating rifts even with other West-
ern allies of Israel, with Canada, Spain,
and France expressing growing con-
cern over his heavy-handed tactics.
Moreover, his alliance with extrem-

ist elements in his cabinet has fueled
backlash, leading European countries
to fear that continued support for Ne-
tanyahu could leave them out in the
cold diplomatically.

Calls are now growing across Europe
for Netanyahu to be put on trial. Over
100 countries are working to enforce
a ruling from the International Crim-
inal Court in The Hague that calls for
his arrest.

All these show that the war in Gaza
has turned into a war of attrition,
with Israel being unbale to continue
it. Tragically, much of the interna-
tional community has turned a blind
eye to Israel’s atrocities, including its

move to block humanitarian aid con-
voys from reaching Gaza over the past
two months. Those actions however
further reveal Netanyahu'’s political
desperation, who is unlikely to retain
a position of power once the Gaza con-
flict ends.

The Israeli prime minister and his wife
Sara are caught up in a corruption
scandal. The regime’s attorney gener-
al has repeatedly gone after Netanyahu
over allegations of financial miscon-
duct and for deliberately obstructing
efforts to end the war. Despite oppo-
sition from top army generals who be-
lieve the conflict has worn down the
military’s morale, Netanyahu contin-

ues to double down on his aggressive
strategy to cling to power and buy time
for his political survival.

Some reports now suggest the possi-
bility of a military coup—an unprece-
dented development in the Israeli re-
gime’s history. Dissatisfaction within
the army has reached new heights, as
many view Netanyahu’s insistence on
continued bloodshed and militarized
suppression of Gaza as unacceptable.
Netanyahu, however, is desperately
trying to ride out the storm, hoping
that staying in office will shield him
with political immunity. Should he be
ousted, it would be only a matter of
time before he ends up behind bars.



