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Iran’s Armed Forces, including 
the Army and Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC), in 
separate statements said that 
they are ready to defend the 
country’s territorial integrity 
and security.
The statements were issued on 
the occasion of the anniversa-
ry of the Iranian Armed Forces' 
liberation of Khorramshahr – a 
southern city captured during 
the 1980-88 Iraq’s war on Iran.
Iran’s Army said it is ready to 
defend the territorial integrity, 
independence, and security of 
the country and will never al-
low the dreams of the “sworn 
enemies of this land to come 
true.”
The statement said that, “To-
day, enemies are trying to 
weaken Iran through various 
conspiracies, but the Iran’s 
Army will decisively respond 
to any threat or aggression.”
Iran's Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) also assert-
ed that it stands "fully ready" 
to deliver a decisive, regret-in-
ducing response, beyond imag-
ination, to any hostile act by 
the enemy.
The IRGC continuously enhanc-
es its comprehensive defensive 
preparedness across all fronts, 
the IRGC said in a statement.
It said that Iran's response 
will not only force regret upon 
arrogant aggressors but fun-
damentally reshape regional 

power equations in favor of the 
righteousness front, against 
the United States and Israeli 
regime in the West Asia region.
The statements followed a 
statement by Iran’s Armed 
Forces on Friday in which it 
said the United States is per-
petrating miscalculations 
again by inciting the regional 
countries against the Islamic 
Republic.

The General Staff of the Islam-
ic Republic’s Armed Forces 
condemned the US’s renewed 
provocations in the region as 
manifested by President Don-
ald Trump’s making unsub-
stantiated and inflammatory 
remarks about Tehran, and 
clinching multi-trillion-dollar 
arms deals during a recent 
tour to the Persian Gulf Arab 
states.

The statement referred to 
Trump as a “lying president,” 
pointing, among other things, 
to his referring to the Islamic 
Republic as “the most destruc-
tive force” in the West Asia 
region, during a visit to Saudi 
Arabia.
Trump said Iran had to com-
pletely abandon its nuclear en-
ergy program – prospect utter-
ly ruled out by Iranian officials 

on every occasion. He also said 
upon continuing to pursue its 
nuclear activities, the Islamic 
Republic would face, what he 
described as, consequences.
The Armed Forces noted that 
the American president’s ac-
tions in the region were “de-
signed to plunder billions of 
dollars from brotherly nations 
under the guise of Iranopho-
bia.”

Army, IRGC warn of decisive 
response to any aggression

Defense minister asserts  
self-sufficiency in maritime industry
13 vessels delivered to Ports and Maritime Organization

Delay in FATF conventions 
approval cost Iran dearly: Official

Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier Gen-
eral Aziz Nasirzadeh said on Saturday 
that the country has achieved complete 
self-sufficiency in maritime industry, 
calling it an important achievement.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines 
of a ceremony of delivering of 13 ves-
sels to the country’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization in the southwestern city 
of Khorramshahr, Nasirzadeh said the 
vessels are built by the Iranian Defense 
Ministry at the request of the Ports and 
Maritime Organization.
He said the vessels include four tugboats 
and nine search-and-rescue boats.
The defense minister emphasized that 
four of the vessels were constructed in 
Khorramshahr, noting that the develop-

ment of the maritime industry in the city 
is on the agenda and can create job op-
portunities for the region’s youth.
He added that Iranian youth can supply 
a significant portion of the workforce for 
the country’s maritime industry.
He also announced the start of con-
structing nine new vessels under the 
Defense Ministry’s supervision.

Head of Iran’s Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU) Hadi Khani said that a 10-
year delay in approval of Iran’s ac-
cession to the anti-money laundering 
and terrorism financing conventions 
adopted by The Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) has incurred heavy losses 
on the country.
On May 14, Iran’s Expediency Coun-
cil conditionally approved the United 
Nations Convention Against Trans-
national Organized Crime also called 
the Palermo Convention, which is one 
of the conventions needed to be ap-
proved by Iran if it wants to get off the 
FATF’s blacklist.
Khani said the Expediency Council 
will also discuss the Combating Fi-
nancing of Terrorism (CFT) convention.
The Financial Action Task Force, an 
international coalition for combat-
ing money laundering and terrorist 
financing which is headquartered in 
Paris, has blacklisted Iran since 2020 
mainly because it has failed to adopt 
the two conventions.
The council stopped debates on the 
two conventions several years ago, 
fearing that accepting them may 

undermine Iran’s financial indepen-
dence.
However, Leader of Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khama-
nei allowed a renewed discussion of 
the conventions in December last year 
upon a request from Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian.
Since 2009, when Iran began prelim-
inary steps to join FATF, its economy 
has endured 16 turbulent years. Even 
at the height of oil and banking sanc-
tions due to non-membership, Iran 
incurred significant costs in financial, 
banking, and trade transactions.
The Eurasian bloc has also welcomed 
Iran's ratification of the Palermo Con-
vention, describing it as an indication 
of Iran's determination to fulfill its 
obligations at the international level.
Khani said that Iran’s failure to ap-
prove the two conventions has paved 
the way for the country’s enemies to 
spread propaganda against Iran.
He noted that FATF has repeated-
ly said that if Iran approves the two 
conventions, it is possible to ease 
countermeasures against Iran. Khani 
added that ratifying the two conven-
tions will facilitate Iran’s exit of the 
FATF's list of high-risk countries.
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Talks could 
end in deadlock 
if US insists 
on excessive 
demands

During recent negotiations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and the United States, contradicto-
ry and provocative positions have 
been observed from American offi-
cials. Such political statements lack 
logical coherence and contain sig-
nificant tension-inducing elements 
that have fueled tensions in the 
process of the talks. As a clear ex-
ample, US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio has provocatively and con-
troversially declared that a country 
with anti-American slogans should 
not have access to peaceful nuclear 
technology. Simultaneously, Steve 
Witkoff, President Donald Trump’s 
special envoy, has unilaterally and 
categorically denied Iran any right 
to uranium enrichment, despite 
Iran’s many years of substantial sci-
entific and economic investments 
in this strategic field.
It appears that the Zionist lobby 
has had a major and undeniable 
influence on official US positions, 
preventing the country from adopt-
ing a rational approach based on 
international logic. Although Pres-
ident Trump seeks to quickly reach 
a political agreement, Iran faces 
multiple challenges in these nego-
tiations, the most important and 
fundamental of which are the orga-
nized pressure from the Zionist lob-
by to adopt hostile and threatening 
positions against Iran, and the un-
predictable behavior and political 
fluctuations of the US president.
In such sensitive and complex cir-
cumstances, the wise leadership 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
prudently and foresightedly em-
phasized the country’s principled 
stances and international rights, 
warning that the continuation of 
this unjust trend may lead to the 
definitive failure of nuclear nego-
tiations.
What is particularly important 
and noteworthy is that some key 
international players have a dis-
torted and incorrect understand-
ing of Iran’s actual situation and 
mistakenly believe that through 
maximum unilateral pressure they 
can force Iran to accept unfair and 
imposed conditions. In contrast to 
this hostile approach, Iran’s smart 
and active diplomacy will clearly 
demonstrate which negotiating 
party truly has serious intentions 
for constructive negotiations—es-
pecially considering the undeniable 
record of America’s withdrawal 
from the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) and its recent 
efforts to create undesirable and 
destructive changes in the Middle 
East geopolitical dynamics.
The Trump administration, by 
employing all sanction mecha-
nisms and forming new regional 
alliances, seeks to demonstrate its 
power and superiority. Massive 
investments by Persian Gulf Arab 
countries in American military and 
security projects, along with recent 
statements by high-ranking Saudi 
officials about the future develop-
ments in the Middle East, all testify 
to a new strategic alignment that 
appears designed and planned to 
marginalize and weaken Iran’s in-
fluential and constructive role in 
the region. Such dangerous and 
challenging developments require 
complete vigilance and a calculated, 
prudent diplomatic response from 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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