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Asian Karate Championship:

Iran wins men’s kata 

bronze; triple kumite 

golds up for grabs

Slashing four zeros from national 

currency on president’s agenda

Iran’s Central Bank re-
vives a bold economic 

move: removing four zeros from the national curren-cy. Could this long-delayed plan finally take shape this year? Officials say it is about boosting confidence and curbing inflation, but global case studies offer mixed 
results. As policymakers weigh the risks and rewards, 
what lies ahead for the Iranian rial and what could go wrong if timing and execution 
fall short? Iran Daily breaks 
down the stakes behind a reform that is as psychologi-cal as it is financial. See pages 4 and 5 for more on that.
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Netanyahu’s war gamble 

backfires
Nearly nineteen months 
have passed since the 
launch of Operation Al-Aq-
sa Storm by Palestinians 
and the ensuing Israeli war 
on the Gaza Strip. Despite 
brutal actions by the Israeli 

military under, including the killing of women and children, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has failed to turn the tide on the field in Israel’s favor.
The death toll in Gaza is now nearing 54,000, yet the Palestinians 
there continue to resist the aggression, which highlights their un-
shaken spirit and resilience. As a result, the Israeli military has 
paid a heavy price, suffering more than 11,000 casualties, includ-
ing 2,200 fatalities, and the desertion of 15,000 reservists from its ranks. The financial cost of the war has also skyrocketed, now 
surpassing $120 billion, further tightening the noose around Ne-
tanyahu’s political career.
Even within Israel’s political system, cracks have begun to show. 
Disagreements over Netanyahu’s aggressive strategies have boiled 
over, leading to the dismissal of the head of the Shin Bet spy agen-
cy and the resignation of the chief of staff of the Israeli army.
The fallout from the war has pushed roughly one 
million Israelis with dual nationality to prepare 
for departure. Should the war wind down, a major wave of reverse migration is expected, which is another sign that Netanyahu’s ad-
venture has come at a steep cost both domestically and globally.

PERSPECTIVE

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (2nd R), 

accompanied by Energy Minister Abbas Aliabadi (2nd L) 

and lawmaker Malek Shariati (1st L), awards a trophy 

to a young talent during a conference on renewable 

energy sources in Tehran, Iran on May 24, 2025.
 president.ir
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Iran’s Armed Forces, including 
the Army and Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC), in 
separate statements said that 
they are ready to defend the 
country’s territorial integrity 
and security.
The statements were issued on 
the occasion of the anniversa-
ry of the Iranian Armed Forces' 
liberation of Khorramshahr – a 
southern city captured during 
the 1980-88 Iraq’s war on Iran.
Iran’s Army said it is ready to 
defend the territorial integrity, 
independence, and security of 
the country and will never al-
low the dreams of the “sworn 
enemies of this land to come 
true.”
The statement said that, “To-
day, enemies are trying to 
weaken Iran through various 
conspiracies, but the Iran’s 
Army will decisively respond 
to any threat or aggression.”
Iran's Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) also assert-
ed that it stands "fully ready" 
to deliver a decisive, regret-in-
ducing response, beyond imag-
ination, to any hostile act by 
the enemy.
The IRGC continuously enhanc-
es its comprehensive defensive 
preparedness across all fronts, 
the IRGC said in a statement.
It said that Iran's response 
will not only force regret upon 
arrogant aggressors but fun-
damentally reshape regional 

power equations in favor of the 
righteousness front, against 
the United States and Israeli 
regime in the West Asia region.
The statements followed a 
statement by Iran’s Armed 
Forces on Friday in which it 
said the United States is per-
petrating miscalculations 
again by inciting the regional 
countries against the Islamic 
Republic.

The General Staff of the Islam-
ic Republic’s Armed Forces 
condemned the US’s renewed 
provocations in the region as 
manifested by President Don-
ald Trump’s making unsub-stantiated and inflammatory 
remarks about Tehran, and 
clinching multi-trillion-dollar 
arms deals during a recent 
tour to the Persian Gulf Arab 
states.

The statement referred to 
Trump as a “lying president,” 
pointing, among other things, 
to his referring to the Islamic 
Republic as “the most destruc-
tive force” in the West Asia 
region, during a visit to Saudi 
Arabia.
Trump said Iran had to com-
pletely abandon its nuclear en-
ergy program – prospect utter-ly ruled out by Iranian officials 

on every occasion. He also said 
upon continuing to pursue its 
nuclear activities, the Islamic 
Republic would face, what he 
described as, consequences.
The Armed Forces noted that 
the American president’s ac-
tions in the region were “de-
signed to plunder billions of 
dollars from brotherly nations 
under the guise of Iranopho-
bia.”

Army, IRGC warn of decisive 

response to any aggression

Defense minister asserts  

self-sufficiency in maritime industry
13 vessels delivered to Ports and Maritime Organization

Delay in FATF conventions 

approval cost Iran dearly: Official

Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier Gen-
eral Aziz Nasirzadeh said on Saturday 
that the country has achieved complete self-sufficiency in maritime industry, 
calling it an important achievement.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines 
of a ceremony of delivering of 13 ves-
sels to the country’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization in the southwestern city 
of Khorramshahr, Nasirzadeh said the 
vessels are built by the Iranian Defense 
Ministry at the request of the Ports and 
Maritime Organization.
He said the vessels include four tugboats 
and nine search-and-rescue boats.
The defense minister emphasized that 
four of the vessels were constructed in 
Khorramshahr, noting that the develop-

ment of the maritime industry in the city 
is on the agenda and can create job op-
portunities for the region’s youth.
He added that Iranian youth can supply a significant portion of the workforce for 
the country’s maritime industry.
He also announced the start of con-
structing nine new vessels under the 
Defense Ministry’s supervision.

Head of Iran’s Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU) Hadi Khani said that a 10-
year delay in approval of Iran’s ac-
cession to the anti-money laundering and terrorism financing conventions 
adopted by The Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) has incurred heavy losses 
on the country.
On May 14, Iran’s Expediency Coun-
cil conditionally approved the United 
Nations Convention Against Trans-
national Organized Crime also called 
the Palermo Convention, which is one 
of the conventions needed to be ap-
proved by Iran if it wants to get off the 
FATF’s blacklist.
Khani said the Expediency Council 
will also discuss the Combating Fi-
nancing of Terrorism (CFT) convention.
The Financial Action Task Force, an 
international coalition for combat-
ing money laundering and terrorist financing which is headquartered in 
Paris, has blacklisted Iran since 2020 
mainly because it has failed to adopt 
the two conventions.
The council stopped debates on the 
two conventions several years ago, 
fearing that accepting them may 

undermine Iran’s financial indepen-
dence.
However, Leader of Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khama-
nei allowed a renewed discussion of 
the conventions in December last year 
upon a request from Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian.
Since 2009, when Iran began prelim-
inary steps to join FATF, its economy 
has endured 16 turbulent years. Even 
at the height of oil and banking sanc-
tions due to non-membership, Iran incurred significant costs in financial, 
banking, and trade transactions.
The Eurasian bloc has also welcomed Iran's ratification of the Palermo Con-
vention, describing it as an indication of Iran's determination to fulfill its 
obligations at the international level.
Khani said that Iran’s failure to ap-
prove the two conventions has paved 
the way for the country’s enemies to 
spread propaganda against Iran.
He noted that FATF has repeated-
ly said that if Iran approves the two 
conventions, it is possible to ease 
countermeasures against Iran. Khani 
added that ratifying the two conven-
tions will facilitate Iran’s exit of the 
FATF's list of high-risk countries.
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Talks could 

end in deadlock 

if US insists 

on excessive 

demands

During recent negotiations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and the United States, contradicto-
ry and provocative positions have been observed from American offi-
cials. Such political statements lack 
logical coherence and contain sig-nificant tension-inducing elements 
that have fueled tensions in the 
process of the talks. As a clear ex-
ample, US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio has provocatively and con-
troversially declared that a country 
with anti-American slogans should 
not have access to peaceful nuclear 
technology. Simultaneously, Steve 
Witkoff, President Donald Trump’s 
special envoy, has unilaterally and 
categorically denied Iran any right 
to uranium enrichment, despite 
Iran’s many years of substantial sci-entific and economic investments in this strategic field.
It appears that the Zionist lobby 
has had a major and undeniable influence on official US positions, 
preventing the country from adopt-
ing a rational approach based on 
international logic. Although Pres-
ident Trump seeks to quickly reach 
a political agreement, Iran faces 
multiple challenges in these nego-
tiations, the most important and 
fundamental of which are the orga-
nized pressure from the Zionist lob-
by to adopt hostile and threatening 
positions against Iran, and the un-
predictable behavior and political fluctuations of the US president.
In such sensitive and complex cir-
cumstances, the wise leadership 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
prudently and foresightedly em-
phasized the country’s principled 
stances and international rights, 
warning that the continuation of 
this unjust trend may lead to the definitive failure of nuclear nego-
tiations.
What is particularly important 
and noteworthy is that some key 
international players have a dis-
torted and incorrect understand-
ing of Iran’s actual situation and 
mistakenly believe that through 
maximum unilateral pressure they 
can force Iran to accept unfair and 
imposed conditions. In contrast to 
this hostile approach, Iran’s smart 
and active diplomacy will clearly 
demonstrate which negotiating 
party truly has serious intentions 
for constructive negotiations—es-
pecially considering the undeniable 
record of America’s withdrawal 
from the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) and its recent 
efforts to create undesirable and 
destructive changes in the Middle 
East geopolitical dynamics.
The Trump administration, by 
employing all sanction mecha-
nisms and forming new regional 
alliances, seeks to demonstrate its 
power and superiority. Massive 
investments by Persian Gulf Arab 
countries in American military and 
security projects, along with recent 
statements by high-ranking Saudi officials about the future develop-
ments in the Middle East, all testify 
to a new strategic alignment that 
appears designed and planned to 
marginalize and weaken Iran’s in-fluential and constructive role in 
the region. Such dangerous and 
challenging developments require 
complete vigilance and a calculated, 
prudent diplomatic response from 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

By Arezoo Zare Askari & 

Mohammad Hossein Vahedi

Guest contributors
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Iran renewable energy conference: 

Pezeshkian outlines plans for gas-electricity replacement in heating

Iran ready to host neighbors’ 

independent port authorities in Bandar Abbas

Netanyahu’s war gamble ...

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian underlined the 
necessity of replacing gas 
with electricity for heating 
purposes in the country 
during an international con-
ference on renewable energy 
in Tehran on Saturday.
Addressing the 9th Interna-
tional Iran Renewable Ener-
gy Conference (REC), Pezesh-
kian doubled down on Iran’s 
push to swap gas for electric-
ity in heating systems during 
his keynote, reaffirming the 
government’s  f irm com-
mitment to comprehensive 
clean energy development, 
calling it “the clear path for-
ward for the nation.” 
“Across all dimensions — 
including the production 
and import of solar panels, 
upgrading power plants, re-
vamping cooling and heating 
appliance production lines, 
and construction engineer-
ing — precise and actionable 
plans are underway,” he said.

Pezeshkian outlined the gov-
ernment’s strategy to expand 
renewable energy sources 
such as solar, wind, and nu-
clear power, noting, “Prog-
ress on this path has already 
begun and is being pursued 
rigorously through daily and 
weekly cabinet meetings.”
He stressed that success in 
this field requires broad par-
ticipation from elites, inves-
tors, policymakers, and par-
liamentary representatives, 
adding, “The government is 
determined to resolve exist-
ing imbalances by leveraging 
domestic capabilities and 
collective wisdom.” 
Inviting citizens to collab-
orate on energy manage-
ment, Pezeshkian said, “Just 
as the public cooperated by 
economizing gas in winter, 
we expect them to assist 
this summer by reducing 
electricity use. Replacing 
high-consumption chande-
liers with efficient lighting is 
a critical step in this effort.” 
The international event, at-

tended by the president on 
Saturday, honored leading 
investors, industrial produc-
ers, public and municipal 
organizations, EPS service 
providers, academics, young 
researchers, and top regional 
and distribution electricity 
companies for their contri-
butions to renewable energy. 

Solar plant capacity 
doubles in seven 
months 
Addressing the event, Ener-
gy Minister Abbas Aliabadi 
highlighted achievements 
in renewable energy, an-
nouncing ,  “Solar  power 
plant capacity has nearly 
doubled over the past seven 
months.”
Citing the global shift to-
ward clean energy, he not-
ed, “The international ener-
gy market is rapidly moving 
toward renewable sources. 
The growing installed capac-
ity of solar and wind energy, 
alongside declining costs, 
signals a paradigm shift.” 
Aliabadi underscored the 
importance of energy stor-
age technology,  stat ing, 
“This innovation enhances 
energy utilization and grid 
stability.” He also revealed 
that the Energy Ministry 
had launched a specialized 
research program on green 
hydrogen, describing it as “a 
forward-looking solution for 
Iran’s energy policies.” 

Renewable daily output 
hits 1,710 MW
Meanwhile, Mohsen Tarztalab, 
head of Iran’s Renewable En-ergy and Energy Efficiency Or-
ganization, announced that re-
newable capacity has reached 
1,710 megawatts, with 514 
megawatts added since Presi-
dent Pezeshkian’s administra-tion took office in July.
“The capacity developed under 
this government is 42% high-
er than previous administra-tions,” he said, adding, “Over 
the past two decades, annual 
renewable capacity growth 
was below 50 megawatts, but 
under the current administra-
tion, 50 megawatts are added 
monthly.” Tarztalab confirmed plans to 
increase renewable capaci-
ty by 50 megawatts weekly, 
with nationwide workshops 
for constructing renewable 
power plants set to launch 
in the coming weeks. He also 
announced a 79% rise in solar 
energy production capacity 
and said the construction of 
3,000 megawatts of renewable 
projects will begin within two 
months. 
Regarding the ongoing proj-
ects, he stated, “Work on 1,300 
megawatts of farm-based pow-
er plants has commenced and 
will become operational by the 
end of this year. Additionally, the construction of Iran’s first 
foreign-funded solar power 
plant will start this month.”

 An economy official with Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry expressed the 
country’s readiness to provide 
necessary facilities in southern 
port of Bandar Abbas for neigh-
boring countries to establish in-
dependent port authorities. 
During the inauguration of Teh-
ran-Aprin rail port terminal, 
Abdolrasool Mohajer Hejazi, 
the acting economy deputy to 
Foreign Ministry stated that 
Iran is prepared to provide 
necessary facilities in Bandar 
Abbas for neighboring coun-
tries to establish independent 
port authorities. The first phase of Iran’s big-
gest dry port and rail terminal, called Aprin, was officially inau-
gurated in March, 2023. Cover-
ing approximately 450 hectares 
of land near the capital Tehran, 
Aprin is located at the junction 
of Iran’s East-West and North-
South rail corridors, which makes it a significant hub for 
the distribution and exports of 
goods via railroad.
He highlighted Iran’s transit 
capacities, saying, “The Islamic 
Republic of Iran can serve as a 
vital link connecting regional 

countries.” 
“To the north, there are neigh-
boring countries without direct 
access to open seas, and Iran 
can act as their maritime gate-
way. Central Asian nations, Rus-
sia, Belarus, Caucasus countries 
such as Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
and Georgia, as well as Kyrgyz-
stan and Uzbekistan, can now 
access Bandar Abbas through 
Iran’s transportation corridors.” 
Emphasizing the potential for 
deeper collaboration, he said, 
“These countries may even es-
tablish their own independent 
port authorities in Bandar Ab-
bas.”
Hejazi also underscored op-
portunities in southern Iran, 
stating, “The United Arab Emir-
ates can utilize the Islamic 
Republic of Iran’s route — the 
best, shortest, safest, and most 
accessible pathway — to reach 
Central Asia.” Meanwhile, the official noted, 
“Today, coinciding with the 
inauguration of this project, a 
major Chinese freight train has 
been symbolically dispatched 
to the project site, marking the 
operationalization of commit-
ments and the transition from 
rhetoric to action.”

Even Israel’s long-standing ally, the 
United Kingdom, has started to dis-

tance itself from Ne-
tanyahu’s  pol ic ies . British officials have issued harsh crit-

icisms and imposed sanctions on sev-eral far-right Israeli figures.
In another telling sign, the killing of 
two Israeli embassy staffers in Wash-
ington underscores a growing anti-Zi-
onist wave driven by the increasingly 
hardline stances of Netanyahu’s cabi-
net.
The United States has also begun 
backing away. The high cost of main-
taining aircraft carriers like the USS 
Harry Truman, Gerald Ford, and Ei-

senhower in the Red Sea led President Donald Trump to order a cease-fire 
with Yemen’s Ansarullah Movement, 
which has been engaged in operations 
against Israel-linked vessels and tar-
gets inside the occupied territories in 
a show of solidarity with Gaza. As a result, a US cease-fire with Ansarullah 
came into force earlier in May, ending 
months-long air campaign that had 
been launched in support of Israel.
Netanyahu’s policies and actions are 
creating rifts even with other West-
ern allies of Israel, with Canada, Spain, 
and France expressing growing con-
cern over his heavy-handed tactics. 
Moreover, his alliance with extrem-

ist elements in his cabinet has fueled 
backlash, leading European countries 
to fear that continued support for Ne-
tanyahu could leave them out in the 
cold diplomatically.
Calls are now growing across Europe for Netanyahu to be put on trial. Over 
100 countries are working to enforce 
a ruling from the International Crim-
inal Court in The Hague that calls for 
his arrest.
All these show that the war in Gaza 
has turned into a war of attrition, 
with Israel being unbale to continue 
it. Tragically, much of the interna-
tional community has turned a blind 
eye to Israel’s atrocities, including its 

move to block humanitarian aid con-
voys from reaching Gaza over the past 
two months. Those actions however 
further reveal Netanyahu’s political 
desperation, who is unlikely to retain 
a position of power once the Gaza con-flict ends.
The Israeli prime minister and his wife 
Sara are caught up in a corruption 
scandal. The regime’s attorney gener-
al has repeatedly gone after Netanyahu over allegations of financial miscon-
duct and for deliberately obstructing 
efforts to end the war. Despite oppo-
sition from top army generals who be-lieve the conflict has worn down the 
military’s morale, Netanyahu contin-

ues to double down on his aggressive 
strategy to cling to power and buy time 
for his political survival.
Some reports now suggest the possi-
bility of a military coup—an unprece-
dented development in the Israeli re-
gime’s history. Dissatisfaction within 
the army has reached new heights, as 
many view Netanyahu’s insistence on 
continued bloodshed and militarized 
suppression of Gaza as unacceptable.
Netanyahu, however, is desperately 
trying to ride out the storm, hoping that staying in office will shield him 
with political immunity. Should he be 
ousted, it would be only a matter of 
time before he ends up behind bars.

Over 59,000 projects in housing, trans-
portation, and meteorology — valued 
at more than 94,000 billion tomans (≈ 
$1.13 billion) in domestic investment and 
119 million USD plus 39 million euros in 
foreign investment — were inaugurated 
via video conference in the presence of 
President Masoud Pezeshkian on Satur-
day.On Saturday, 59,264 projects across 
road infrastructure, urban develop-
ment, transportation, meteorology, and 
housing were inaugurated, president.ir 
reported. 
These projects include 43,521 housing 
units (14,521 urban and 29,000 rural units), the 
allocation of 11,500 plots of land for the 
Population Youth Plan and 4 urban re-
generation projects.
Additionally, 4,219 transportation proj-ects were operationalized. Other no-
table projects inaugurated include 20 

meteorological initiatives and the provi-sion of 16,200 hectares of land for urban 
housing development. 

Airport, roads projects
Under the Iran Airports and Air Navi-
gation Company (IAC), 10 airport proj-
ects — including surveillance radars, air traffic control systems, and airport 
expansion initiatives were inaugurat-ed. Among those, the first domestically produced MSSR-MODE S radar was un-
veiled at Abadan Airport in Khuzestan Province, marking a flagship achieve-
ment. 
Also, a key highlight of the virtual in-
auguration ceremony attended by the 
president and Minister of Roads and 
Urban Development Farzaneh Sadegh was the commissioning of 136 kilome-
ters of roads and highways across six 
provinces. In the aviation sector, 2,691 new flight 
seats and 8 helicopters (adding 84 seats) en-

tered into service. An air taxi route be-
tween Karaj and Qazvin, utilizing three 
MSSR aircraft was also launched. Addition of two aircraft to national fleet 
The Islamic Republic of Iran Airlines 
(Homa), a subsidiary of the Ministry of 
Roads and Urban Development, expand-ed its fleet with two A330-200 aircraft 
(adding 528 seats) and procured, equipped, 
and prepared 11 aircraft engines, rep-
resenting an investment of 119 million 
USD. 
Under road maintenance and transpor-tation, 4,161 projects — including the 
elimination of accident-prone areas, 
bridge construction, lighting installa-

tions, and road widening were launched. 
A standout project is the 50-kilometer 

rural road in the Bashagard region of 
Hormozgan Province.

North of 59K projects launched 

countrywide in key infrastructure sectors
Economy Desk
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian inaugurates 

over 59,000 projects across the country in housing, 

transportation, and meteorology via video conference 

on May 24, 2025.
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Some experts 
argue that 
removing zeros 
from the currency 
of a long-inflated 
country pays off by 
reducing money 
illusion, increasing 
public trust, 
lowering inflation, 
improving cash 
circulation 
efficiency, and 
clearing the way 
for smoother 
transactions. This, 
in turn, lays the 
groundwork for 
adjusting inflation 
expectations.

The plan to cut out four zeros 
from the national currency, as 
announced by the governor of 
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) to 
be pursued this Persian calendar 
year, typically comes into play during prolonged inflationary pe-
riods in countries. If carried out 
properly and rolled out on time, it can bring about benefits such as 
reducing the volume of money il-lusion, boosting public confidence 
in the national currency, lowering inflation, enhancing the efficiency of cash flow, and smoothing out 
transaction settlements.
During the 32nd Annual Mone-
tary and Exchange Rate Policies 
Conference of the Central Bank, 
Mohammad Reza Farzin, the CBI 
governor, laid out the goals and 
monetary policies for the current 

year. He put forward the reform 
of the country’s monetary system 
as a key objective and highlight-
ed the Central Bank’s plan to do 
away with four zeros from the na-
tional currency as one of the tar-
gets for the calendar year 1404.
Farzin stated, “The image of the 
Iranian rial is not a suitable or 
accurate representation in the 
global economy.” He added that 
drawing on successful interna-
tional experiences and timing the 
implementation correctly could 
help shore up the rial’s image, 
which is essential. For this rea-
son, the policy of zero removal is 
on the Central Bank’s radar.

Background, legislative 
process
This idea dates back to 2019 when 
the then-Iranian government gen-
uinely reviewed and signed off on 

the Central Bank’s bill to remove 
four zeros and convert the curren-
cy unit from rial to toman in the 
cabinet. The bill then moved up to 
the next approval stages — Par-
liament and the Guardian Council 
— and was passed in May 2020. 
The government was tasked with 
setting the stage for changing the 
currency unit from rial to toman 
within three years.
Recently, following the governor’s 
announcement to follow through 
on the zero removal this year, the 
spokesperson for the Parliamenta-ry Economic Committee confirmed 
the bill is now queued up for re-
view. The commission will weigh 
in after expert evaluation and con-sultations with relevant officials.
Economic rationale behind 
zero removal
At a macroeconomic level, es-

pecially in monetary policy, when long-term inflation leads 
to a large volume of low-value 
banknotes and coins, it leaves its 
mark psychologically on public 
perception. In such cases, coun-
tries are often forced to roll out 
monetary reforms through vari-
ous methods.
These reforms generally take 
shape in three ways: renaming 
the currency, removing zeros 
from the currency, or a combi-
nation of both. Each approach 
requires a comprehensive policy 
package that not only controls inflation but also prepares the 
ground for societal acceptance of 
the new conditions.
Some experts argue that remov-
ing zeros from the currency of a long-inflated country pays off 
by reducing money illusion, in-
creasing public trust, lowering 

inflation, improving cash circu-lation efficiency, and clearing the 
way for smoother transactions. 
This, in turn, lays the ground-work for adjusting inflation ex-
pectations.
For instance, Tahmasb Maza-
heri, former CBI governor, once 
said, “After removing zeros from 
Iran’s national currency in deal-
ings with other countries, there 
won’t be a huge difference when 
currency ratios are compared, 
which has a psychological impact. A country facing inflation should 
periodically carry out monetary 
reforms and raise the currency 
unit by dropping zeros.”
He considered the idea of remov-
ing four zeros during his tenure 
reasonable and said, “If we had 
gone ahead with this at the time, 
positive results could have fol-
lowed. We even printed a 50,000 
toman travel cheque where the 
number 50 was large but the ze-
ros were faint and small.”
In recent years, the Central Bank 
of Iran appears to have set the 
stage culturally for this change, 
as seen in new banknotes print-
ed with the toman unit alongside 
the rial. For example, 50,000, 
100,000, and 200,000 toman travel cheques also display fig-
ures like 500,000, 1,000,000, and 
2,000,000 rials, which could be 
part of this strategy.

Int’l experiences with  
zero removal
Globally, many countries have 
gone through zero removal at 
different times. Germany, for ex-
ample, cut out 12 zeros in 1923 during hyperinflation after World 
War I.
Brazil introduced the “real” in 
1994, replacing the “cruzeiro 
real”. Prior to that, Brazil wiped 
off six zeros in 1986 and 1989, 
and after those measures failed, 
it followed up by removing three 
more zeros in 1993. Brazil holds 
the record for zero removal, hav-
ing carried out this policy in six 
stages, removing a total of 18 
zeros.
Former Yugoslavia removed ze-ros five times, and Argentina did 
so in four stages. France cut out 
two zeros in 1960, introducing 
the “new franc,” while the Neth-
erlands removed four zeros in 
the same period. Turkey phased 
out six zeros from the lira in 2005 after experiencing high inflation.
On the other hand, Venezuela and 
Zimbabwe also attempted zero 
removal, but due to poor eco-
nomic management, political in-
stability, and external shocks like 
falling oil prices, their reforms fell flat. Zimbabwe has removed 
10 zeros to date.

Key considerations for 
successful implementation
Experts agree that zero removal after long-term inflation should 
only be rolled out when other 
monetary policies are simulta-
neously and consistently put into 
effect.
Many economists believe that unless countries with inflation 
manage to channel liquidity into 
productive sectors, zero removal might backfire. In other words, 
one of the most critical factors for 
successful zero removal is proper 
liquidity control aligned with the 
country’s economic conditions.

The article first appeared in  
Persian on ISNA.

Slashing four zeros from  
national currency on president’s agenda

P E R S P E C T I V E

Deep Dive
From 10,000 to 1: Rial Reset

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian

  IRNA

Mohammad Reza Farzin, the governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI), addresses the 32nd Annual Monetary and Exchange Rate Policies Conference of the CBI in Tehran, Iran, on May 12, 2025.

  peivast.com 
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Even in Iran’s 
current high-
inflation economy, 
this plan can be 
computationally 
and managerially 
useful, provided 
it goes hand in 
hand with other 
economic reforms. 
Implementing the 
plan alongside 
inflation control 
can bring greater 
long-term 
stability, though 
zero removal alone 
will not be futile.

Removing four zeros from Iran’s 
national currency, despite its 
seemingly straightforward and 
understandable nature, is consid-
ered to be one of the most contro-
versial economic plans in recent 
years. This policy, which has been 
on the back burner since the late 
2000s, has now come back into 
the spotlight with the announce-
ment by Mohammad Reza Farzin, 
governor of the Central Bank of 
Iran (CBI), that it will be imple-
mented in the current Persian 
calendar year. However, Tahan 
Nazif, spokesperson for the coun-
try’s Guardian Council, has point-ed out flaws in the bill to remove 
four zeros, stating: “We will only 
look into this bill again if the Par-
liament clears up the ambiguities 
in the bill to remove four zeros 
from the national currency. Be-
cause after the bill was sent back 
to Parliament, no amendments 
were made and it was effectively 
shelved; therefore, if Parliament 
addresses the Council’s concerns, 
we will reconsider it.”
In this context, doubts have 
popped up regarding the feasibil-ity of this plan. Despite officials’ 
emphasis on technical and infra-
structural readiness to roll out 
this policy, many critical views re-
main about its real impact on the 
country’s economic environment. 
Numerous economists argue that without structural reforms in fis-
cal and monetary policies, zero 
removal will merely be a symbol-
ic move with limited psychologi-
cal effects.
Jafar Mehdizadeh, director gen-
eral of Economic Policies at the 
CBI, recently sat down for an in-

terview with IRNA to shed more 
light on the operational complex-
ities and objectives of this policy. 
According to him, while removing 
zeros from the national currency 
is not conceptually complicated, 
it runs into numerous logistical 
and practical challenges. Refer-
ring to the longevity of this plan, 
he says: “This topic has been 
brought up repeatedly, and even 
the CBI’s Monetary and Banking 
Research Institute has conducted 
studies on this matter.” He stress-
es that implementing this policy 
requires full coordination among 
various agencies, national will-
power, and operational cohesion 
at all levels.
Mehdizadeh laid out a list of sec-
tors that must be reviewed and 
revised before execution, includ-ing accounting systems, financial 
ledgers, cheque laws, personal 
claims and debts, banking soft-
ware systems, market pricing, the 
stock exchange, and even produc-
tion. From his perspective, none 
of these areas can be changed 
independently; Rather, they must 
be lined up carefully and integrat-
ed into a coordinated operational framework. He clarifies: “For ex-
ample, in the production sector, it must be clearly defined how 
this plan will be applied so that 
it does not throw a wrench in the 
works.”
He also highlighted two main ap-
proaches for implementing the 
plan: gradual rollout during a 
transition period or sudden, full-
scale implementation. Each path has its pros and cons. The first 
method requires creating a new 
currency code but demands time, 
simultaneous circulation of old 
and new banknotes, and public 

confusion over the currency unit. 
He warns: “If we don’t want to 
change the name Rial, since we 
have a transition period, we can-
not have two types of Rial during 
this time, which means printing 
traveller's cheques twice.” He cites 
Turkey’s experience, where the 
new lira circulated alongside the 
old one before fully replacing it.Meanwhile, Mehdizadeh confirms 
that the Central Bank has already 
taken steps on the ground in re-
cent years. For instance, new 
traveller's cheques have been 
printed with fewer zeros in Ar-
abic numerals to ease people 
into smaller units. However, he 
stresses that zero removal is not 
just about banknotes but also in-
volves broad issues such as public 
relations, awareness campaigns, 
education, and preparing society 
mentally.
He further walked through the legal 
path of the plan: “The zero-removal bill was first approved by the Par-
liament’s Economic Committee, 
then passed in the plenary session 
and sent to the Guardian Council. 
Despite some objections from the 
Council, necessary amendments 
were made in the Committee, and 
now it is pending reconsideration in Parliament.” Confident in tech-
nical readiness, he says: “The road-
map and operational prerequisites 
for removing four zeros from the 
national currency are crystal clear.” 
Still, he notes some steps remain 
incomplete.
Explaining the policy’s impact on 
calculations and daily processes, 
he says: “Each zero added to the 
price of a product means its price 
has increased tenfold. If long-term inflation is 25%, it takes 
years for one zero to be added to 

prices.” From his viewpoint, even in Iran’s current high-inflation 
economy, this plan can be compu-
tationally and managerially use-
ful, provided it goes hand in hand 
with other economic reforms. He 
believes that implementing the plan alongside inflation control 
can bring greater long-term sta-
bility, though zero removal alone 
will not be futile.
Mehdizadeh also touched on the 
physical aspect of money, noting: 
“Although traveller's cheques 
share in payment systems has 
greatly decreased, there are still 
people who prefer to use phys-
ical cash.” He points out that 
printing banknotes still impos-
es high costs on the CBI, even 
though wider use of bank cards 
and electronic payment systems 
has lightened the load. He also mentions the difficulty of reading large figures in national accounts, 
defending zero removal from this 
perspective as well.The Iranian Central Bank official 
emphasizes that implementing 
this plan would not have been 
possible without relying on do-
mestic capabilities. With the 
help of knowledge-based com-
panies and replacing many raw 
materials needed for printing 
banknotes, including ink, wa-
termark, and security paper, the 
Central Bank has managed to get 
around some sanctions-related 
obstacles. He concludes: “Cer-
tainly, under stable conditions 
and the lifting of international 
sanctions, this move will be more 
fruitful. The more stable the con-ditions, the more benefits this 
plan will bring.”
Despite these explanations, crit-
ics still cast doubt on the plan’s 

core and timing. Many believe 
that in a situation where Iran’s economy faces high inflation, cur-
rency depreciation, international 
sanctions, and a lack of sustain-
able economic growth, removing 
zeros cannot turn around fun-
damental realities. Mohammad 
Reza Pour Ebrahimi, former head 
of the Parliament’s Economic 
Committee, has previously stat-
ed: “Removing zeros from the 
national currency has no effect 
on the economy, purchasing pow-er, or inflation; it only simplifies 
our calculations, accounting, and comparison of figures with for-
eign currencies.”
It seems that the zero-remov-
al plan, at best, is a step toward cleaning up financial calculation 
structures and simplifying ac-
counting. But expecting it to have 
a meaningful impact on purchas-ing power, inflation, or national 
production under current condi-
tions is not very realistic. What 
is vital for the plan’s success is 
establishing economic stabili-ty, reducing inflation, reforming 
the budget structure, increasing 
transparency in the banking sys-
tem, and boosting public trust in 
monetary institutions. Without 
these elements, removing zeros 
from the national currency is 
more like a cosmetic facelift than 
a genuine reform.
Mehdizadeh has also emphasized 
that “certainly, under stable con-
ditions and the lifting of interna-
tional sanctions, this move will be 
more fruitful. The more stable the conditions, the more benefits this 
plan will bring.”

The article first appeared in  
Persian on Donya-e-Eqtesad.
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Playing with  
banknote numbers 

  ISNA

New traveller's cheques have been printed with fewer zeros in Western Arabic numerals to ease Iranians into smaller denominations.

  ISNA
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Athletics

Iranian girls crowned  

classic champions

Iran’s Banaeian wins men’s +90kg gold

Malavan edges Golgohar to book final spot

Iranian women’s team 
collected six medals – in-
cluding triple golds – to 
win the senior classic title 
at the Asian Belt Wrestling 
Alysh Championships in 
New Delhi, India.
Roqayeh Mahmoudabadi 

(65kg), Mobina Mirzapour 
(70kg), and Sahar Ghaniza-
deh (75kg) walked away with 
the ultimate prize of their 
respective weight classes, 
while Marzieh Khandan 
(55kg), and Fatemeh Fattahi 
(60kg) settled for a couple of 
silver medals.
Ezzat Qorbani-Sani (+75kg) 

added a bronze medal 
to the medal haul as the 
Iranian girls stood atop 
the team table with 130 
points.Kazakhstan finished run-
ner-up to Iran with 110 
points, with Kyrgyzstan 
(105) and India (75) in the 
following spots.

The second day of the 21st 
Asian Senior Karate Champion-
ship saw Iran’s Abolfazl Shahr-
jerdi, Milad Farazmehr, and Ali 
Zand team up to win the bronze 
medal in the men’s kata event in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
Having collected a silver medal 
and four bronzes in the past five 
editions, the Iranian trio began 
the campaign with a victory over 
the Chinese Taipei on Saturday 
but fell to a defeat against Japan.
Iran bounced back to beat Thai-
land in repechage before a win 
against Vietnam secured a joint 
bronze for the country alongside 
Hong Kong.
The bronze medal came as a 
consolation for Iranian Zand, 
who missed out on the podium 
in the individual contests follow-ing a first-round setback against 
Yang Kangwei of China on the 
preceding day in the Uzbek cap-
ital.
The women’s individual kata 
event was also one to forget 
for Iran as four-time Asian 
bronze medalist Fatemeh Sade-qi finished her campaign emp-
ty-handed after a defeat against Chinese Tao Yiwei in her first 
outing.
There was, however, more to 
cheer about for the country in 
the kumite competitions, as three Iranians reached the final 
showpiece of their respective 
weight classes on Friday and will fight for the ultimate prize 
today.
Atousa Golshadnejad – Asian 
champion in 2023 – outclassed 
Indian Hanee Ali (12-2) and Chi-

na’s Wang Chenling (5-0) before 
defeating Japanese Sarara Shi-
mada by an emphatic 8-1 score-
line in the -61kg semifinals to 
remain on course for a fourth 
continental medal.

Representing Iran in the wom-
en’s -55kg contests, Fatemeh 
Sa’adati beat Hong Kong’s Lin 
Zhizhen (9-1) and Indian Alisha 
Alisha (1-0) and then came out 
on top against Kazakhstan’s 

Aishabibi Sharakhan (2-1) in the semifinals.
Standing between Sa’adati – 
bronze medalist in 2023 – and the gold medal in today’s final is 
defending champion Hoang Thi 

My Tam of Vietnam.
In the men’s draw, Morteza 
Ne’mati enjoyed an impressive 
run in the -75kg contests, de-
feating Saudi opponent Sultan 
Alzahrani and the host’s Kuvon-

chbek Mukhammadiyev before 
coming out victorious against 
Japanese Yusei Sakiyama in their 
last-four bout.
Sara Bahmanyar won a first ku-
mite medal for Iran on Friday, 
beating Chan Hsin-Yu of the Chi-
nese Taipei 4-3 for a third-spot finish in the women’s -50kg 
class – a third Asian bronze in 
four editions for the Iranian 
girl.
There were disappointing ku-
mite campaigns for other Ira-
nians on Day 1, with Behnam 
Dehqanzadeh (-55kg), Ali Meskini 
(-60kg), Reza Besharatikia (-67kg), 
Mohammadreza Gilanpour 
(-84kg), and Mahmoud Ne’ma-
ti (+84kg) all knocked out in the 
men’s competitions.
Mobina Kaviani (-68kg), and Han-
naneh Salehi (+68kg) also missed 
out on the podium in their re-
spective categories in the wom-
en’s competitions.

Para karate glory 
Meanwhile, the Iranian para ka-
rate squad claimed the team title 
in Tashkent, thanks to a remark-
able seven medals – including 
double golds.
Ma’soumeh Iji and Farzad Safari 
won a couple of gold medals in 
the women’s and men’s compe-
titions, respectively, with Negar 
Farahani, Leila Chalian, and 
Hafez Hafezikia settling for three 
silver medals.
Mohammad Ja’fari, and Rahim 
Golmohammadi added two 
bronzes to the medal haul, as 
Iran beat Kazakhstan to the 
top spot in the team table, 
with Saudi Arabia finishing 
third.

Iran wins men’s kata bronze;  
triple kumite golds up for grabs

Asian Karate Championship:

  IKF

  ALI SAMARGHANDI/BORNA
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Asian Belt Wrestling Alysh Championships: Cadet & Junior Asian Judo Cup:

Iranian Hazfi Cup:

Iranian girls pose with their medals after winning the senior classic team title at the Asian Belt Wrestling 

Alysh Championships in New Delhi, India, on May 23, 2025.

 IAWF

Iran’s Pouria Banaeian (R) poses with his gold medal 

at the Cadet & Junior Asian Judo Cup in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan, on May 23, 2025.

 IRNA

Iran’s Pouria Banaeian finished 
his campaign at the Cadet & Ju-
nior Asian Judo Cup on a high 
note, grabbing the gold medal 
in the men’s cadet +90kg con-
tests in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
The Iranian prodigy was given a bye in the first round and then 
defeated Yersultan Kalmyrza in 
emphatic fashion to progress to the quarterfinals.
Banaeian continued his impres-
sive run with an ippon victory 
over Belarusian Ivan Zaikin, 
who participated as a neutral 

athlete, before beating Yerassyl 
Satinbek by golden score in a thrilling semifinal.The Iranian finished off the 
job with a victory over Alibek Durdiev in the final showdown.
“The level of competition was 
extremely high, and I faced 
some tough, strong opponents,” 
said Banaeian, who was “proud 
to dedicate this medal to the 
beloved people of Iran.”
The Iranian said he would 
hope to build on the glory to 
“succeed at the Asian Games 
and the Olympics” in the near 
future.

Reza Ja’fari bagged the 
match-winning strike with 
15 minutes from normal 
time as Malavan FC walked 
away with a massive 1-0 
victory at Golgohar Sirjan 
to progress to the Iranian Hazfi Cup final on Friday.
It was cagy affair in the first half at Sirjan’s Shahid 
Soleimani Stadium, with 
both sides failing to regis-
ter a single shot on target.
The home side started on 
the front foot after the break 

and went close to break the 
deadlock on a couple of oc-
casions, only to be denied 
by Malavan keeper Habib 
Farabbasi – the shootout 
hero in the last-eight victory 
over Sepahan.
The visiting side went 
ahead against the run of 
play, when Ja’fari, sent clean 
through by Mohammad 
Omri, went past Golgohar 
goalkeeper Mohammadre-
za Akhbari before tapping 
in his sixth goal in all com-
petitions this season.
Golgohar desperately 

pushed for an equalizer 
but the visitors, who went 
down to 10 men after 
Saeid Karimi was sent off 
in the 93rd minute, held 
on in the 10 minutes of 
added time to reach the 

Iranian domestic cup fi-nal for the first time in 15 
years, where they will be 
chasing a fourth title and a 
place in next season’s AFC 
Champions League Two.
2025.
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Dizmar Forest, hidden away 
in a distant place among the 
lush mountains and deep 
valleys of East Azarbaijan, ap-
pears as a piece of paradise. 
This forest is one of the natu-
ral and pristine attractions of 
East Azarbaijan Province, lo-
cated in northwest Iran with-
in the counties of Varzaqan, 
Khoda Afarin, and Jolfa.
Dizmar Forest is among the 
valuable natural areas in 
northwest Iran, situated near 
protected regions such as 
Kiamaky Wildlife Refuge and 
Arasbaran National Park. It 
is one of the most untouched 
scenic spots in East Azarbai-
jan Province, boasting breath-
taking landscapes and diverse 
wildlife. Its challenging, rug-
ged paths attract nature en-
thusiasts who seek outdoor adventures in difficult and 
winding terrains, IRNA wrote.
Part of a vast protected zone, 
this region is close to Iran’s 
border with the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, through which the Aras River flows. The forest is 
approximately 250 kilometers 
northeast of Tabriz.

About Dizmar Forest
Dizmar Forest is one of Iran’s 
most pristine natural attrac-
tions, located near the Aras-
baran region. The Arasbaran 
forests are also a globally significant biosphere reserve, 
valued for their high biodiver-
sity and rich natural environ-
ment, making them important 
worldwide.
Due to its proximity to Var-
zaqan, Dizmar Forest is also 
known as the Varzaqan For-
est and is considered one of 
the best sightseeing spots in 
Varzaqan. Its breathtaking 
landscapes, diverse plant and 
animal species, moderate cli-
mate, and abundance of nat-
ural springs are some of its 
main features.
The surrounding areas are 
covered by Iran’s key natural 
resources, as well as those of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. The geograph-
ical location of this forest 
greatly enhances its regional 
importance.
Adjacent to Dizmar Forest is 
the Sungun Copper Complex, one of the region’s signifi-
cant industrial mines in East 
Azarbaijan Province. The 
Dizmar Protected Area spans 
approximately 68,600 hect-

ares, with nearly half located 
in Khoda Afarin, about 30% 
in Jolfa County, and 20% in 
Varzaqan.
Another notable feature of 
the Dizmar Protected Area is 
the passage of the Aras River 
through the region. This riv-er significantly impacts the 
ecosystem of the forest, con-
tributing to its high biodiver-
sity. Besides the Aras River, six perennial rivers flow through 
the Dizmar protected area. 
Some parts of the forest are difficult to access and require 
professional equipment to 
traverse, but the accessible 
parts offer excellent spots for 
camping, nature photography, 
hiking, and daily picnics.

History
Dizmar Forest is one of the 
oldest forest areas in the 
Arasbaran region, neighbor-
ing the Hyrcanian forests 
of Iran. Climate change, un-
regulated hunting, and de-
forestation are among the most significant challenges 
facing this forested area. 
Currently, government agen-
cies and environmental or-
ganizations are working to 
restore the damaged parts of 
Dizmar Forest through public 
awareness campaigns, strict 
enforcement of laws, and a 
shift in conservation strate-
gies. Their goal is to protect 
and preserve the remaining 
sections of this valuable eco-
system.

National and global 
registration
The proximity of Dizmar For-
est to protected areas within 
Iran and neighboring coun-
tries, along with its vital eco-system, classifies it as one of 
the important habitats. The 
forest has remained large-
ly pristine for many years, but neglect and insufficient 
protection have led to dam-
age to its diverse species. 
Over time, experts have be-
come increasingly concerned 
about the risk of extinction 
for certain species, raising 
alarms over the potential de-struction of significant parts 
of this ecosystem. Given the 
extent of the forest and its ca-
pacity to create safe habitats 
for endangered animals, the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection decided to convert 
these areas from open forest 
zones to protected zones. 
On May 15, 2014, an area cov-

ering over 70,000 hectares in Dizmar Forest was officially 
designated as the Dizmar Pro-
tected Area, and governmen-
tal conservation efforts began 
earnestly in these regions.
The 45th UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee ses-
sion was held in Riyadh, 
the capital of Saudi Arabia, 
on September 10, 2023. 
Inclusion of Dizmar Forest 
within the Hyrcanian Forests 
was one of Iran’s requests 
during this meeting, aiming 
for UNESCO World Heritage 
registration as a natural site. 
To list a natural site as part 
of UNESCO’s World Heritage, 
the area must have the neces-
sary capacity to qualify for the 
“Outstanding Universal Value” 
designation. Essentially, the 
climatic impact of the natural 
site on the global ecosystem 
must be demonstrated for it 
to be included in UNESCO’s 
Natural Heritage List. For 
this purpose, ten basic crite-
ria are outlined in UNESCO’s 
statutes, and proposals from 
various countries are eval-
uated against these criteria. 
Despite favorable conditions 
for listing Dizmar Forest on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List 
and its inclusion within Iran’s 
Hyrcanian forests, Iran’s re-
quest did not succeed at the 
45th session of the organi-
zation. Currently, based on 
UNESCO’s proposal to Iran, 
the request for the global reg-
istration of Dizmar Forest will 
be addressed in future UNES-
CO meetings as part of a joint 
nomination with the Arasba-
ran Forests.

Climate 
The surroundings of Dizmar 
Forest are covered by ex-
tensive woodlands and high 
mountain ranges, which sig-nificantly influence its climate. 
The areas around Dizmar are 
generally located in cold re-
gions that experience abun-
dant snow and rainfall during 
the second half of the year. 
Dizmar Forest itself has a 
cold and humid climate in 
autumn and winter; how-
ever, in spring and autumn, 
the weather is moderate. 
The dense vegetation in 
this forest helps to moder-
ate the air during hot days, 
making spring and summer 
the best seasons for visiting. 
One of the most notable cli-
matic features of Dizmar For-
est is the persistent presence 

of fog during most hours of 
the day, which lasts through-
out the year. On cold autumn 
and winter days, the fog be-comes even thicker, signifi-
cantly reducing visibility over 
short distances. Fog gradually 
decreases during spring and 
summer, but high fog levels 
still occur during early hours 
of the day and near sunset.

Flora and fauna
The diverse ecosystem of 
northwestern Iran, particu-
larly the Arasbaran region, influences the biodiversity 
of Dizmar Forest as well. The continuous flow of riv-
ers in this area, such as the 
Aras River, enhances the 
greenery of the forest and its 
surrounding regions. Unfor-
tunately, in recent decades, 
some plant and animal spe-
cies in Dizmar Forest have 
faced the threat of extinction, 
and strict conservation laws 
are now in place to protect 
this forested area.
The plant diversity in Dizmar 
Forest reaches 849 species, 
of which 76 are native to 
the region. This high lev-
el of diversity is due to the 
extensive spread of Dizmar 
Forest across mountainous 
terrain, aquatic habitats, and 
drylands. The foothills, hills, 
areas around the Aras Riv-er and other flowing rivers, 
as well as the low-altitude 
forested regions of Dizmar, 
provide diverse conditions 
for native species to thrive. 
Examples of trees and plants 
in Dizmar Forest include oak, 
maple, wild almond, and wild 
rose.
The animal diversity in 
Dizmar Forest includes ap-
proximately 320 unique 
wildlife species. While some 
of these species have expe-
rienced decline in recent de-
cades, habitats within Dizmar 
are currently improving.
In past decades, populations 
of certain animals, such as roe 
deer, were very small; howev-er, in 2015, a significant num-
ber of these animals migrated 
from northwestern Iran into 
the Dizmar Protected Area. 
Today, they inhabit an area of 
over 60,000 hectares.
Other animal species found in 
Dizmar Forest include brown 
bear, yellow deer, Persian 
leopard, wolf, jackal, wild 
goat, wild boar, wildcat, fox, 
and various predatory and 
non-predatory birds.

Dizmar Forest’s journey toward 
recognition, preservation
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Iran’s deputy tourism minister said 
that tourism is a “strategic advan-
tage” for southern provinces and 
could act as an “engine” for boosting 
regional economic ties with Persian 
Gulf neighbors.Speaking at the country’s first “pro-
vincial diplomacy” forum in Fars 
Province, Anoushirvan Mohseni 
Bandpey called the event a turning 
point, ILNA reported on May 24. 
“This marks a major shift,” he said, 
referring to the move from central-
ized diplomacy to more regional-
ly-driven efforts.
The high-level meeting brought to-
gether Iranian ambassadors to Per-
sian Gulf Cooperation Council coun-

tries, governors from four southern 
provinces, the foreign minister, the Central Bank chief, and key figures 
from both private and academic sec-
tors. The focus: how tourism could 
deepen cross-border cooperation.
A roundtable on “tourism as a com-
petitive edge in economic diplo-
macy” was among the forum’s key 
features. The discussion drew par-
ticipation from the Iranian ambassa-
dors to Oman and Kuwait, a consul-ar official in Basra, and the secretary 
of Iran’s Health Tourism Council.
Mohseni Bandpey pointed to un-
tapped potential in Iran’s south—
particularly in health, coastal, re-
ligious, and historical tourism. He 
said these sectors could play a “crit-
ical role” in fostering stronger ties 

with countries across the Persian 
Gulf.
“Southern provinces are not just 
destinations,” he said. “They’re 
bridges to our neighbors.”
The forum concluded with a joint 
roadmap between Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry and the Ministry of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts. Officials said the plan outlines 
“practical steps” to integrate tour-
ism into the broader framework of 
regional economic diplomacy.
“The future of regional diplomacy in 
Iran,” Mohseni Bandpey said, “won’t 
happen without the active role of 
provinces. Tourism is one of our soft 
power tools—and it’s central to this 
vision.” 

Tourism could help advance Iran’s 

regional ties, says deputy minister

Iran’s national library expands regional, global cooperation amid cultural revival

Iran’s National Library and Archives is pushing 
to strengthen its regional and international cul-
tural engagement, its director said, as the insti-
tution reopens a historic site in central Tehran 
and ramps up digital services.
Gholamreza Amirkhani, head of the National Li-
brary and Archives of Iran, announced that the 
organization is building ties with neighboring 
countries—including Iraq, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, Armenia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan—as 

well as with European nations like France and 
Portugal.
In a statement reported by Iran’s state news agency IRNA and the government’s official web-
site, Amirkhani said the library is also reviving 
its original building on Si-e-Tir Street, a nearly 
90-year-old structure near National Museum 
of Iran and Foreign Ministry. The site had long 
been inactive or under other agencies’ control.
“With support from the Ministry of Science, 
we’re reopening this cultural hub,” Amirkhani 
said, adding that leftover equipment from Iran’s 
Science and Technology Museum will be moved 
into the space.
The reopening, he said, will expand public ac-
cess to cultural and academic resources with-
out needing to relocate physical archives—
thanks to expanded digital infrastructure. 
“Users will be able to tap into thesis databases, 
e-books and journals online,” he noted.
Alongside digitization, physical collections will 
be maintained at the historic site, reinforcing 
the library’s cultural identity. “We want to offer 
a research-friendly space in the heart of Teh-

ran,” he added.
Amirkhani also emphasized gender equi-
ty, noting the recent appointment of over 30 
women to managerial posts. He said these ap-
pointments were based on merit, not gender. 
“Libraries globally rely on women experts in 
cataloging, research, and data processing,” he 
added.
The National Library has also returned to the 
international stage after years of relative iso-
lation. It recently joined the BRICS national 
libraries summit in Moscow and renewed col-
laborations with the Russian State Library. Joint 
exhibitions are being planned, including events 
honoring poets Alexander Pushkin and Nezami 
Ganjavi.
Engagements with global bodies like the In-
ternational Federation of Library Associations 
and Institutions (IFLA) have also picked up. Amirkhani confirmed Iran’s participation in 
IFLA 2025 in Kazakhstan. Topics like document 
preservation and access to knowledge were dis-
cussed in a recent online meeting with IFLA’s 
top leaders.

On the regional front, the Saudi Foreign Min-istry has requested to benefit from Iran’s ex-
perience in preserving Islamic manuscripts, 
Amirkhani revealed. India, too, has sent schol-
ars to Tehran for training in Persian texts.
“Our expertise in restoration makes us one of 
the most trusted centers in the region,” he said.
The library is also involved in oral history proj-
ects, especially those tied to Iran’s 1980s war 
with Iraq—known locally as the “Sacred De-
fense.” Amirkhani recently published a book 
based on the life of Abdul Karim Biazar Shirazi, 
a prominent Islamic scholar.
Amirkhani cited a recent collaboration with a 
Belgian family who donated thousands of his-
torical documents and images collected in Iran 
over a century ago. “It’s a clear example of how 
much Iranian heritage lies abroad,” he said.
As technology transforms the cultural land-
scape, Amirkhani stressed the importance of embracing new tools like artificial intelligence 
to showcase Iran’s heritage. “If we don’t lead 
the narrative, others might shape it for us—and 
not in our favor,” he warned.

‘The Last of the Whale Shark,’ a documentary by Iranian film-
maker Ramtin Balf, will screen 
in competition at the 33rd Rain-
dance Film Festival.
The festival — the largest inde-pendent film event in the Unit-
ed Kingdom — runs from June 
18 to 27 in London’s West End. 
Each year, Raindance draws 
around 16,000 visitors, ILNA 
reported. Balf ’s film, a poetic meditation 
on a whale shark’s search for its 
“soulmate” in the vastness of the 
sea, has already turned heads on 
the festival circuit. It picked up 
Best Music and Best Cinematog-
raphy at the 17th Cinema Verite 
festival in Tehran and received 
an honorary diploma at Iran’s 
prestigious Fajr Film Festival.
The documentary has also 
toured widely, appearing at festi-
vals in Cambodia, British Colum-
bia, Spain’s Girona, Italy’s Asolo, 
and the UK’s own Wide Screen 

Festival.Critics have called the film’s im-
agery “striking” and its narrative 
“haunting.” Raindance organiz-
ers described its inclusion in 
the competition slate as part of 
their commitment to “bold and 
boundary-pushing cinema.”The film is produced by the Ira-
nian Documentary and Experi-
mental Film Center (DEFC).
Balf, known for blending lyri-
cal storytelling with ecological 
themes, said in a recent release that the film is about more than 
nature. “It’s a story of longing — 
for connection, for belonging. 
Something universal.”

Apple TV and Amazon Prime 
Video have started streaming 
‘The Boy and the Sword,’ an Ira-
nian animated feature originally 
titled ‘Sword and Sorrow,’ fol-lowing its festival run, the film’s 
producers announced Saturday.
Directed by Emad Rahmani and 
Mehrdad Mehrabi and produced by Mehdi Jafari Jouzani, the film 
made waves earlier this year 
at the 42nd Fajr International 
Film Festival and several other 
international showcases, ILNA 
reported. 
The movie, hailed for its “epic” 
and “emotional” narrative, dives deep into themes of sacrifice, 
identity, and resilience. With 
visually striking animation and 
cutting-edge techniques, ‘The 
Boy and the Sword’ has earned 
critical praise abroad.
“The global release on major 
platforms is a big step,” produc-ers said, pointing to the film’s 
arrival on Apple and Amazon as 

a milestone for Iranian indepen-
dent animation.The film’s international title and 
wide release are also seen as 
part of a broader effort to spot-
light the country’s rising talent 
in animation. Industry observers 
say this moment “cements Iran’s 
place” in the global animation 
market.
Further platform releases are expected “soon,” the filmmakers confirmed.

Iran’s Puppet Theater Museum 
was named the country’s top 
private museum by the Inter-
national Council of Museums’ 
Iran Committee (ICOM Iran), offi-
cials said on Friday.
The recognition was an-
nounced during the 17th an-
nual “Top Museum” ceremony, 
where ICOM Iran credited the 
museum’s strong focus on ed-
ucation in the current Persian 
calendar year, according to a 
report by ANA News Agency.The museum, officially known 
as the Puppet Theater House 
Museum of Iran, was founded 
by actress Setareh Eskandari 
and artist Siavash Sattari. Both 
were honored at the event for 
their contributions to preserv-
ing and promoting Iran’s tradi-
tional puppet theater, known 
locally as Kheimeh Shab-bazi 
Museum.
Kheimeh shab-bazi is per-
formed in a small chamber 

by a musical performer and a 
person called a morshed (men-

tor). The dialogue takes place 
between the morshed and the puppets, specifically the tradi-
tional Iranian puppet Mobarak.
The museum operates as a pri-
vate institution and highlights 
one of Iran’s most cherished 
performing arts. Kheimeh 
Shab-bazi Museum, a form of 
puppet theater, is part of the 
country’s intangible cultural 
heritage and has earned inter-
national recognition for its his-
torical and artistic value.
Among its weekly attractions 
is the “Happy Tuesdays” pro-
gram, which draws visitors 
every Tuesday for live perfor-
mances. Each session features 
a different story centered on 
the iconic puppet character, 
Mobarak. ICOM Iran praised 
the museum for its role in cul-
tural education and public en-
gagement, noting its innovative 
programs and commitment to 
keeping traditional arts alive.
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