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Allure of South Khorasan Province’s deserts,
religious sites, historic villages

C Iranica Desk )

South Khorasan Province,
one of Iran’s expansive east-
ern regions, is renowned
for its deep historical roots
and rich cultural heritage,
hosting a multitude of no-
table tourist attractions
within its extensive bor-
ders. Its distinctive geo-
graphic positioning, cou-
pled with a diverse climate
and an exceptional array
of historical and cultural
sites, has established it as
one of Iran’s premier travel
destinations. The province
is affectionately known as
“the Land of Sunshine” and
is characterized by its vast,
endless deserts.

Nature

Amidst these arid land-
scapes, visitors can wit-
ness some of the most
authentic and untouched
expressions of the land’s
natural beauty. Deserts
like Lut, with their breath-
taking vistas, profound
silence, and soothing tran-
quility, offer travelers a
truly unique experience
during the scorching days
and chilly nights. These
deserts are not only ide-
al for nature enthusiasts
and those seeking serenity
but also attract astrono-
my lovers and star gaz-
ers. At night, the desert’s
star-studded sky trans-
forms into a spectacular
celestial display, creating
memories that last a life-
time for all who witness it.
Moreover, natural springs
like Morteza Ali Spring,
located near Boshruyeh,
along with other high-alti-
tude water sources, add to
the region’s natural allure,
drawing many tourists
alongside visitors to its re-
ligious sites, chtn.ir wrote.
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South Khorasan Province
is its four-season climate,
allowing visitors to en-
joy distinctive attractions
throughout the entire year.
From hot, dry summers to
cold, snowy winters, each
season highlights differ-
ent facets of the province’s
natural and historical al-
lure. However, the most
captivating time is autumn.
During this season, the saf-
fron and barberry farms —
less common elsewhere —
burst into vibrant, shining
colors. In this period, South

Khorasan Province trans-
forms into a vibrant mosaic
of autumn hues, drawing
tourists from around the
world eager to experience
its seasonal beauty.

Historical sites

Beyond its spectacular nat-
ural scenery, South Kho-
rasan Province is rich with
historic and cultural sites,
each serving as a compel-
ling reason for exploration
and scholarly interest. With
more than a thousand reg-
istered sites on the national
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heritage list, it ranks among
Iran’s most significant tour-
ism hubs. These sites en-
compass architectural com-
plexes, mosques, tombs,
castles, and archaeological
remains that vividly reflect
the region’s storied past
and cultural wealth.

Among the most famous
attractions are its ancient
castles, built in the heart of
the desert. Kuh Qaen Cas-
tle, for instance, stands out
as a historical marvel, with
its distinctive architecture
symbolizing the resilience

and aesthetic grandeur of
ancient Iranian craftsman-
ship. This centuries-old
fortress continues to be
a defining emblem of the
province’s historical legacy.
Along the ancient route of
Boshruyeh, visitors can ex-
plore preserved architectur-
al remnants such as tradi-
tional adobe houses and the
grand mosque, exemplifying
Iran’s indigenous architec-
tural style, which remains
remarkably well-preserved
amid the desert’s harsh en-
vironment.

Religious sites

Religious and spiritual
sites also feature promi-
nently in South Khorasan
Province’s tourism land-
scape. One of the most
significant is the mau-
soleum of Hossein bin
Musa al-Kadhim (PBUH)
in Boshruyeh. Situat-
ed in the desert’s heart,
this shrine is revered for
its spiritual importance
and attracts numerous
pilgrims and visitors. Its
exquisite architecture,
combined with lush land-

scaping, makes it one
of the province’s major
tourist draws.

Historic villages

South Khorasan is also
blessed with a wealth of
historic villages and natu-
ral landscapes, each main-
taining a distinct identity.
Villages such as Esfahak,
Chensht, Makhunik, and
others are not only scenic
destinations but also re-
positories of cultural sig-
nificance. These villages
showcase unique architec-
tural styles, intricate wall
carvings, and lifestyles that
preserve ancient traditions
and customs.

Dehsalm village, another
gem in the province, is a
striking village that serves
as a gateway to the Lut
Desert. With its lush date
palm groves, green trees,
and tranquil, inviting atmo-
sphere, it provides a serene
escape for those looking
to experience authentic
desert life. Its strategic lo-
cation makes it one of the
foremost desert tourism
centers in Iran, attracting
numerous domestic and
international visitors each
year.

South Khorasan Province,
with its diverse landscapes
and cultural richness,
stands as a vital compo-
nent of Iran’s tourism in-
dustry. It offers travelers
an extraordinary opportu-
nity to explore a land full
of natural wonders, histor-
ic treasures, and vibrant
cultures — each corner
revealing new stories and
unforgettable experiences.
From awe-inspiring deserts
to historic gardens, from
spiritual shrines to sleepy
villages, every aspect of
this province is a testament
to Iran’s deep history and
natural beauty, deserving
of deeper discovery and
appreciation.

Strengthening culinary heritage to support economic growth
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The director of the Tour-
ism Institute of the Mu-
nicipalities Cooperation
Organization of Khorasan
Razavi Province stated
that “One of the key path-
ways to prolong tourist
stays is to enter attrac-
tive and high-potential
sectors such as culinary
tourism.”

Majid Ejtemaei, in an inter-
view with ISNA, explained,
“Developing the tourism
industry in Khorasan Ra-
zavi Province, particularly
by strengthening its infra-
structure, plays a crucial
role in economic growth
and improving the quality
of life for citizens.”

He added, “One of the
main goals of the institute
is to increase the length
of stay for travelers in the
province, as this directly
contributes to econom-
ic growth and provides
greater benefits for citi-
zens from tourism.”

He continued, “One of the
effective ways to achieve
this goal is to venture into
attractive and high-poten-
tial sectors like culinary
tourism.”

Ejtemaei noted that “Kho-
rasan Razavi Province, es-

pecially the city of Mash-
had, owing to its religious
and historical significance,
boasts a rich and authen-
tic culinary culture. This
valuable heritage, through
offering cultural and de-
licious experiences, can

serve as a significant cat-
alyst for increasing tour-
ist stays and boosting the
province’s economic pros-
perity”

He expressed, “We believe
that by offering food tours,
cooking workshops, in-

troducing traditional and
modern restaurants, and
organizing related events,
we can create an engaging
and memorable experi-
ence for tourists.”

He emphasized, “This ap-
proach not only increases

local income but also helps
introduce and revitalize
the region’s authentic culi-
nary traditions. Currently,
plans are underway to es-
tablish a culinary tourism
route in Mashhad and to
showcase indigenous re-

IRNA

gional cuisines.”

Ejtemaei, referring to the
signing of an agreement
with the Food Industry
Research Institute, added,
“This agreement aims to
foster scientific and op-
erational cooperation for
investment in culinary
tourism. Our main goal is
to develop this capacity
for a promising future.”
He noted that “This col-
laboration seeks to attract
investors for food tourism
projects, provide consul-
tation and planning for
establishing a specialized
culinary museum, improve
the quality of services
in this sector, and create
projects rooted in cultural
authenticity with econom-
ic benefits.”

He concluded, “The Food
Industry Research Insti-
tute is an academic orga-
nization with a scholarly
perspective on this sub-
ject and will participate
actively in this memoran-
dum.”



