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West Azarbaijan Province;
land of untapped
tourism investment
opportunities
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West Azarbaijan Province, with its
pristine nature, ancient history, cul-
tural richness, and climatic diversity,
is recognized as one of the key tour-
ism destinations in the country. How-
ever, its investment capacities have
yet to be fully realized. This province,
boasting attractions such as Lake
Urmia, the Khoshaku Ski Resort, the
historic Bazaar of Maku, St. Thadde-
us Church, wetlands, hot springs, and
eco-lodges, provides a solid founda-
tion for developing tourism infra-
structure.

Eco-lodging

The presence of mountainous areas,
forests, waterfalls, and wetlands —
particularly in the cities of Sardasht,
Piranshahr, and Nagadeh — offers a
unique opportunity for establishing
ecolodges, nature tours, and moun-
tain camping sites. Investors can
capitalize on local human resources
and traditional lifestyles to initiate
sustainable and profitable tourism
projects, ISNA wrote.

Historical, cultural tourism

The presence of UNESCO-registered
sites such as St. Thaddeus Church,
Sassanid petroglyphs in Bukan, and
the historic fabric of Urmia makes
this province one of the richest re-
gions in historical tourism. Invest-
ment in conservation, restoration,
and converting historic buildings into
accommodations or cultural centers
can be both economically beneficial
and instrumental in preserving cul-
tural heritage.

Health tourism
Mineral hot springs in areas like Chal-

Evolution of Qoli Darvish Hill from ancient to modern times

Qoli Darvish Hill is situated
southwest of the city of Qom and
is near the Jamkaran complex. It
is one of the few archaeological
mounds that have been explored
in the central region of Iran. Pri-
or to its excavation, only Sialk
Hill in Kashan and Cheshmeh
Ali in Rey had been thoroughly
investigated.

The archaeological excavations
at Qoli Darvish began in 2003.
These excavations revealed that
both Qoli Darvish and Shadqo-
li Khan Hill, located within the
urban fabric of Qom, date back
roughly six to seven thousand
years. It is noteworthy that after
these ancient periods, the site of
Qoli Darvish remained unoccu-
pied for over a thousand years
before experiencing a resurgence
and regaining its historical signif-
icance, visitiran.ir wrote.

doran, Khoy, and Shut possess signif-
icant potential for developing spa
complexes, massage therapy centers,
and traditional medicine clinics. Due
to the increasing domestic and re-
gional demand for natural healthcare
services, investment in this sector can
yield good returns.

Sports tourism

The Khoshaku Ski Resort near Urmia,
with ongoing development of accom-
modation, training, and recreational
infrastructure, has the potential to
become the winter tourism hub of
the northwest region of the country.
Building mid-range hotels, sporting
equipment shops, and expanding
transportation lines represent prom-
ising investment opportunities.

Investment
The Director General of the Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Organization of West Azarbaijan
Province highlighted the extensive
and diverse tourism capacities of
the region, stating, “West Azerbai-
jan Province, as one of the unique
tourism destinations in the country,
possesses remarkable potential to
attract investors.” Morteza Safari, in
an interview with ISNA, emphasized
that the province hosts five UNESCO
World Heritage sites— including St.
Thaddeus Church (Qara Kelisa), Takht-e
Soleyman, Chapel of Dzordzo, and
Shah Abbasi Caravanserai of Khoy—
as well as more than 1,800 nationally
registered sites. This rich collection
offers unparalleled potential for de-
veloping the tourism industry in the
area.

He described West Azarbaijan Prov-
ince as “the paradise of Iran” and
“the rainbow of ethnicities,” stating,

“More than 80% of the country’s
natural attractions, including water-
falls, springs, hot springs, mountains,
dams, lakes, and even deserts, are lo-
cated in this province.” The southern
part of the province, with attractions
such as Shalmash Waterfall, Kani
Gravan Spring, Sardasht Dam, and
Zab River, is recognized as a major
eco-tourism hub.

Emphasizing that the diversity of
ethnicities and religions enriches the
cultural fabric, he added, “This variety
in customs, local foods, and traditions
is very attractive and noteworthy for
tourists.” Safari regarded the tourism
industry as an interdisciplinary sector
and stated, “Achieving tourism devel-
opment requires comprehensive co-
operation among all institutions and
strengthening infrastructure such as
access roads, rail, and air transpor-
tation. Unfortunately, some sectors
face weaknesses that need serious
attention.”

According to him, currently more
than 200 accommodation units with
a capacity of around 7,000 people
operate in the province, and efforts
are underway to increase this capac-
ity through attracting further invest-
ment. He identified health tourism as
a significant investment opportunity,
noting, “Using hot springs and min-
eral springs, along with providing
advanced medical services through
equipped clinics and hospitals with
skilled doctors, is highly attractive
to foreign patients. The province has
more than 50 active springs, many
of which already have tourism infra-
structure.”

Safari also referred to the province’s
potential in winter tourism, citing
Silvaneh region and Khoshaku Ski
Resort as key destinations during

the cold season. He pointed out that
bureaucratic delays and lengthy
permit processes remain major ob-
stacles to attracting investments. He
expressed hope that, with the spirit
of the current year’s slogan and the
government’s efforts to streamline
procedures, conditions for investors
will improve.

A promising future

He also highlighted the multiple ca-
pacities of the province in agricultur-
al tourism, rural tourism, historical,
religious, aquatic, and cross-border
market shopping tourism. “Tourism
routes and information about at-
tractions, accommodation, and rec-
reational centers in the province are
accessible to tourists through internet
websites,” he noted.

Safari emphasized the vital role
of the private sector in advancing
the tourism industry, stating, “The
government’s duty is oversight and
support, but the engine of develop-
ment operates through the active
involvement of the private sector.
Fortunately, investor interest in en-
tering the tourism sector is growing,
and the future of this industry in
West Azerbaijan appears bright and
promising.”

Given its unique geographical posi-
tion, climatic diversity, rich histor-
ical and cultural background, and
proximity to international borders,
West Azarbaijan Province stands
out as one of Iran’s most promis-
ing regions for tourism investment.
Smart utilization of these opportu-
nities can not only contribute to the
province’s economic development
but also play a crucial role in rein-
forcing its cultural and environmen-
tal identity.
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Historically, the site once covered
an area of about one hundred
hectares and reached heights of
twenty meters. However, due to
significant destruction over the
centuries, the current extent of
the hill is approximately fifty
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hectares. This expansive area
preserves multiple layers of hu-
man occupation, reflecting cul-
tures from the New Bronze Age,
the transitional period between
the Bronze Age and Iron Age,
and a portion of the Iron Age.

The discovery of relics from an
ancient worship house, dating
from roughly 3800 to 3000 years
ago and associated with religious
functions, has provided valuable
insights into social classes of the
time and has prompted further
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anthropological studies related
to these historical periods.

Following layered excavations
from the Bronze Age, several
indicators of early urbanization
were uncovered. These include
the separation of residential ar-

eas from industrial zones, ritual
memorial structures, structures
associated with trade and com-
merce outside the city, military
organization frameworks, and
various types of pottery. An es-
pecially important find was a
clay pot discovered in the floor of
a small room within Qoli Darvish,
offering evidence of burial prac-
tices used during the Bronze Age
across the Iranian plateau.
Additional significant finds in-
clude architectural structures
such as cylinders, pot seals,
tokens or counting units, and
fragments of pottery. In recent
years, it has become possible
for the public to visit Qoli Dar-
vish Hill. Tourists can access
this archaeological site by tak-
ing the road towards Jamkaran,
which begins at the historic
Qom-Kashan route.



