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For much of the 20th century,
the politics and economics of
the Middle East were forged
in the crucible of oil. Concepts
such as energy geopolitics
and petro-diplomacy became
synonymous with the region
— from the oil shocks of the
1970s to the strategic dis-
putes over subterranean re-
serves. Today, however, signs
of a deeper structural shift are
emerging: a transition from the
geopolitics of fossil fuels to the
geo-economics of renewables.

In recent years, countries
across the Gulf, North Africa,
and the Eastern Mediterra-
nean — particularly Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Oman, and Egypt — have
launched major initiatives in

solar, wind, and increasingly,
green hydrogen. Projects such
as Saudi Arabia’s NEOM, Abu
Dhabi’s mega solar fields, and
cross-border electricity ven-
tures are more than technical
milestones; They signify the
emergence of a multi-dimen-
sional, future-oriented diplo-
macy of energy.

Why renewables
redrawing map of
regional diplomacy

The shift to clean energy in
the Middle East is not mere-
ly driven by environmental
concerns. It reflects a strate-
gic recognition of how power,
influence, and legitimacy are
being redefined in the global
order. In this context, renew-
able energy is poised to trans-
form regional diplomacy in at
least three significant ways:
1. Diversification of national
power: Renewables reduce
economic vulnerabilities and
equip states with new instru-
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ments of soft power in global
affairs.

2. Elevation of international
legitimacy: Early movers in
green energy gain amplified
voices in climate negotiations,
global trade regulations, and
international institutions.

3. Construction of positive
interdependence: Unlike oil
— which often fostered rival-
ry and rentier conflicts — re-
newable projects, particularly
in cross-border transmission
and regional electricity trade,
create platforms for institu-
tional cooperation and long-
term stability.

From resource rivalries
to infrastructural co-
futures

One of the most promising
outlooks of this shift is the
emergence of a cooperative
energy architecture across
the Middle East. A region his-
torically shaped by contes-
tation over fossil resources

now holds the potential to
co-invest in clean energy as
a platform for a new kind of
regionalism.

Proposals such as a “Green
OPEC” or a Middle Eastern re-
newable energy convergence
forum are not mere idealistic
aspirations. They mirror a
strategic necessity born out of
a changing energy landscape.
Despite political differences,
regional actors face shared cli-
mate vulnerabilities and a col-
lective imperative to modern-
ize their energy ecosystems.
Technology sharing, grid
interconnectivity, joint stan-
dardization, and targeted re-
gional investment can, in this
sense, become the corner-
stones of sustainable region-
al security — economically
prudent and geopolitically
stabilizing.

Diplomacy to speak
language of sun, wind
The global energy order is in

Mideast energy diplomacy
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transition, and once again, the
Middle East finds itself at the
epicenter. This time, however,
it is not the resources buried
beneath the ground, but the
forces above the horizon —
sunlight, wind, and innova-
tion — that will shape region-
al influence.

National prominence will
no longer be solely mea-
sured by the volume of oil
reserves, but by the agility
with which nations build
smart grids, deploy clean in-
frastructure, and collaborate
across borders.

Those who act early will not
only gain economic rewards
but also earn a generational
stake in designing the archi-
tecture of tomorrow’s energy
diplomacy.

The future of energy diploma-
cy will not be defined by the
race for underground abun-
dance — but by the shared
vision to harness what the
skies offer us all.
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The photo shows the four significant regions envisioned as part of Saudi Arabia’s gigaproject NEOM. Although it is claimed to be an
environmentally friendly project, it is possible to notice the destructive effects of the project even from the pictures.
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Theglobalenergyorderisin
transition,and once again, the
Middle East findsitselfat the
epicenter.Thistime, however, itis
nottheresources buried beneath
the ground but the forcesabove
the horizon —sunlight, wind,
andinnovation—thatwillshape
regional influence. National
prominence will no longer be
solely measured by the volume of
oilreserves but by the agility with
which nations build smart grids,
deploy cleaninfrastructure,and
collaborateacross borders.

Why is Iran strengthening its ties with Central Asia?
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Thelranian deep-water portat
Chabaharis of particularinterest
tothe Central Asian republics
seekingto expandthe southern
transitdirection. Chabaharis
beingmodernized by India,and
thankstoits efforts, the portisnot
burdened by sanctions.

Researcher

The Islamic Republic of Iran,
under the leadership of Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian, is
noticeably strengthening its
policy in Central Asia. The main
focus of Iran’s regional inter-
action is aimed at developing
trade and transport logistics
links. This aligns with Iran’s
“Look East” strategy, which is
intended to mitigate Tehran’s
economic isolation.

International sanctions remain
the main obstacle to Iran’s in-
tegration with Central Asia.
Despite their geographical
proximity and significant re-
source potential, the total vol-
ume of mutual trade remains
relatively low at just over $1.5
billion, although this figure has
grown slightly in recent years.
Iran’s goal is to increase trade
with Uzbekistan fourfold to $2
billion, increasing trade with

° The illustration shows Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (L) and his predecessor, the late Ebrahim Raisi, over a highlighted map of Central Asia..
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Kazakhstan and Tajikistan to
$1 billion each, and boosting
trade with Turkmenistan by
30 percent.

The Central Asian states are,
meanwhile, seeking out new
consumer markets and more
efficient connections to the
world’s major economies. Iran
combines both these qualities,

making it a valuable partner for
the region. Furthermore, Iran
boasts solid scientific and tech-
nical expertise in engineering,
energy, agriculture, chemicals,
and pharmaceuticals, and has
an investment base for joint
production.

Its extensive road and railway
network, coupled with major

ports in the Indian Ocean, gives
Iran an important advantage
in cooperation with the land-
locked Central Asian republics.
Tehran plays a pivotal role in
the Eurasian Land Bridge con-
necting China and Europe by
rail. Several overland transit
routes from east to west pass
through Iran by land, which

also involve the Central Asian
countries. The China-Kazakh-
stan-Uzbekistan-Turkmeni-
stan-Iran-Turkey-EU railway
corridor is being actively de-
veloped, and the China-Kyr-
gyzstan-Uzbekistan-Turk-
menistan-Iran- Turkey-EU
multimodal route is operating
in parallel.



