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Armed Forces to render ‘despicable’
helpless: Leader

Zionist regime

( International Desk )

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said the
Iranian Armed Forces will act strongly
and render the despicable Israeli regime
helpless.

The Leader made the assertion in a mes-
sage to the Iranian nation on Friday fol-
lowing Israel’s several acts of aggression
against the country that killed civilians,
scientists, and military commanders.
Ayatollah Khamenei added that the Is-
raeli regime will not escape unscathed
from this crime and assured the Iranian
nation that there will be no negligence in
this regard.

The Leader stated that the Iranian peo-
ple will not let the blood of their martyrs
and the aggression against the skies of
the country go in vain.

Ayatollah Khamenei noted that all Irani-
an officials, various political factions, and
people from all walks of life have a com-
mon view regarding the necessity of car-
rying out a powerful measure in the face
of the evil and terrorist Zionist regime.
There will be no compromise in the face
of the Israeli regime, the Leader added.
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
also called the Zionist regime’s attack
on Iran a brutal action that reveals the
regime’s criminal nature, promising a
strong response that will make the ene-
my regret its move.

He said Friday that Iran will respond to
the Israeli aggression in a wise, strong,
and resolute manner, and called on the
Iranian people to maintain unity in the
face of psychological warfare by the en-
emy.

“This barbaric act, which is in complete
violation of all international commit-
ments, reveals the criminal nature of the
Zionist regime whose existence is found-
ed on occupation, aggression, and killing
children,” President Pezeshkian added.

Israel’s unprovoked, illegal
assault

In the early hours of Friday, Israel
launched deadly aggression on various
civilian areas and residential neighbor-
hoods in the capital Tehran, and some
other major cities.

The barbaric onslaught claimed dozens
of innocent lives, including a number of
the Islamic Republic’s top military offi-
cials and commanders.

Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forc-
es Major General Mohammad Hossein
Bageri, Commander of the Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC) Major General
Hossein Salami, Commander of Iran’s
Khatam al-Anbia Central Headquarters
Major General Gholam Ali Rashid, Com-
mander of the IRGC Aerospace Force
Major General Amir Ali Hajizadeh, and at
least six Iranian nuclear scientists were
martyred in the regime’s onslaught in
the early hours of Friday.

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
quickly appointed successors to the mili-
tary commanders assassinated in Israel’s
terrorist strikes early Friday.

Ayatollah Khamenei appointed Seyyed
Abdolrahim Mousavi as the Chief of Staff
of the Iranian Armed Forces, Mohammad
Pakpour as commander of the IRGC, Ali
Shademani as the commander of Iran’s
Khatam al-Anbia Central Headquarters,
and Majid Mousavi as the new chief of
the elite Iranian force.

Iran’s crushing response

A senior Iranian military official said at
least 150 targets were struck during the
retaliatory operation against the Israeli
regime, including several critically stra-
tegic military bases.

Brigadier General Ahmad Vahidi, a se-
nior advisor to the chief commander
of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), said early on Saturday the Oper-
ation True Promise III was successfully
implemented by the IRGC aerospace di-
vision.

The operation involved the aerospace
division firing a wave of missiles and de-
ploying armed drones against “strategic”
[sraeli targets.

The official enumerated some of the
targets as the Nevatim Airbase and the
Ovda Airbase, located respectively in the
north-central and extreme southern ar-
eas of the occupied territories.

“These bases housed command and con-
trol as well as electronic warfare centers,

and were among the places from which
the aggression against Iran had been
launched,” he noted.

Israeli media, citing regime officials, also
reported “unprecedented destruction” in
Tel Aviv following Iran’s successful retal-
iatory military operation.

Dozens of illegal settlers were injured af-
ter a barrage of Iranian missiles pounded
the largest and most densely populated
urban area in the occupied Palestinian
territories.

Keeping the exact number of casualties
in the dark, Israeli media have so far con-
firmed at least four people dead and 70
others injured.

Officials were quoted as saying that they
had “never seen anything” like that be-
fore.

The IRGC rejected the Zionist regime’s
claims of intercepting the incoming
fire, asserting that, “The enemy failed
to counter the waves of missile strikes
launched by the Islamic Republic””
Meanwhile, on the defense front, Iran
has earned the distinction of being the
first country in the world to successfully
shoot down fifth-generation fighter jets
by targeting at least two stealth F-35
fighters belonging to the Zionist regime
by late Saturday.

Israel acquired these jets primarily
from the United States, with the F-35
Lightning II being produced by Lock-
heed Martin, an American aerospace
manufacturer. Israel is one of the few
entities authorized by the US to operate

Iran-US talks ‘unjustifiable’ amid Israel’s savagery: Araghchi

( International Desk )

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi said the continuation of indirect
talks between Iran and the United
States amid Israel’s savagery is “unjus-
tifiable”.

Araghchi made the remarks in a phone
conversation with the European Union
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas on Sat-
urday, a day after the Israeli regime
launched deadly aggression on various
civilian and military areas and residen-
tial neighborhoods in the capital, Teh-
ran, and other major cities.

Omani Foreign Minister Badr al-Bu-
saidi late Saturday announced on X
(formerly, Twitter) that Sunday’s indirect
talks between Tehran and Washington
has officially been canceled.

Since April, Tehran and Washington

| Abbas Araghchi

have held five rounds of indirect nego-
tiations, mediated by Oman, over Iran’s
nuclear program amid repeated shifts
in US stances.

Araghchi said on Saturday that messag-
es and statements by the US president
proved that Israel’s hostile measures
against Iran were the result of Wash-
ington’s direct support for the regime.

He said the international community
should show a decisive reaction in con-
demnation of Israel’s aggression.

The Iranian foreign minister also criti-

cized a resolution adopted by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Board of Governors, drafted by the US
and the European troika, against the Is-
lamic Republic’s peaceful nuclear ener-
gy program, describing it as an excuse
that prepared the ground for the Israeli
regime’s hostile action.

Kallas, for her part, expressed the EU’s
readiness to support diplomatic efforts
in the Security Council and other inter-
national bodies to help ease tensions
and restore peace and security to the
region — a sentiment that had already
been contradicted by individual state-
ments of several of its member states.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry’s spokesman
Esmaeil Baqaei said Saturday that the
focus of Tehran is currently on con-
fronting the Israeli enemy’s assault.

Smoke arises from a fire erupted after an Israeli attack on Phase
14 of Iran’s South Pars Gas Field in southern Iran on June 14, 2025.
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this cutting-edge fifth-generation stealth
fighter, which is designed to evade radar
detection.

World dividing into two fronts
Rapidly after the illegal, barbaric attacks
of Israel on Iran began, so did a wave of
responses from various countries, in-
ternational organizations, and figures
worldwide. Some expressed support for
the Iranian nation, while others shame-
lessly took the side of the aggressor and
asked Iran for restraint.

China’s UN ambassador Fu Cong con-
demned the Israeli regime’s violation of
Iran’s sovereignty, security, and territo-
rial integrity, urging Tel Aviv to put an
immediate halt to its illegal aggression
against Iran.

Russian spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
told state news agencies that the Israe-
li strikes were “unprovoked”. “Russia is
concerned and condemns the sharp es-
calation of tensions,” he said.

Also, during a UN Security Council meet-
ing on the situation in West Asia on
Friday, Fu said, “China... is deeply con-
cerned about the consequences that may
be brought about by Israel’s actions.”
Pakistani Defense Minister Khwaja Asif
has pledged full support for Iran at inter-
national forums and called on the Mus-
lim world to unite against Israel amid its
aggression against the Islamic Republic.
The Palestinian resistance movement
Hamas said the Zionist project “poses
an existential threat to the entire region

s

— not just Palestine — targeting all who
refuse submission”.

The secretary-general of Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah resistance movement asserted
that Iran would “emerge stronger, and
Israel will come to regret its brutality
and recklessness”.

In solidarity with the Iranian people,
protestors took over Times Square in
New York City, as well as outside the Is-
raeli embassy in London, to condemn the
atrocious US-Israeli aggression on the Is-
lamic Republic.

UN Chief Antonio Guterres also called for
“maximum restraint” from both sides to
avoid “descent into deeper conflict, a sit-
uation that the region can hardly afford”,
his spokesperson said.

Widespread grassroot protests against
Israel have also erupted in Pakistan, Ye-
men, and Iran, among others.
Meanwhile, the US President Donald
Trump confirmed in remarks to Reuters
that he and his team knew the attacks
were coming. “We knew everything,”
Donald Trump said. On Saturday, he took
to X (formerly, Twitter) to openly threaten
Iran and the Iranian nation.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz ex-
pressed strong support for Israel’s “right
to protect its existence and the security
of its citizens,” a sentiment echoed by
French President Emmanuel Macron,
which has drawn criticism from some
analysts who argue that Europe’s sup-
port for Israel may undermine its cred-
ibility as a neutral mediator.
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