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On diplomatic mission to garner support

Iran not seeking war but will
defend itself: Pezeshkian

C International Desk )

On a diplomatic flurry over the phone,
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
made known the stance of the Islam-
ic Republic, stressing that it has never
sought war and bloodshed but will by
no means hesitate to powerfully defend
itself against the enemies’ threats.
Pezeshkian made these remarks in a
phone conversation with his French
counterpart, Emmanuel Macron, on
Saturday when the two sides discussed
the concomitance of Israeli aggression
on the country and the process of in-
direct talks with the US on the Islamic
Republic’s peaceful nuclear program.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran has never
sought war and bloodshed, but it does
not doubt its vigorous self-defense. Our
preference has always been to resolve
issues through diplomatic means, but
the idea that the Islamic Republic of
Iran would accept unreasonable de-
mands and double standards under
pressure, or sit at the negotiating ta-
ble while the Zionist regime’s attacks
continue, is a false notion,” Pezeshkian
said.

“Americans have always emphasized
during negotiations that the Zionist
regime would not commit any aggres-
sion without their coordination and
permission. Therefore, it is clear that
the current attacks are carried out
with American coordination and green
light,” he added.

Pointing to Iran’s nuclear program, the
president reiterated that the Islamic
Republic has no intention of acquir-
ing nuclear weapons as the measure
is contrary to its ideological principles
and the religious decree of the Leader
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has
always been ready to reach an un-
derstanding and agreement through
dialogue and interaction, but unfortu-
nately, instead of accepting our argu-
ments, the world powers accepted the
lies of a regime that seeks to destabi-
lize the region,” Pezeshkian said.
Macron, for his part, expressed
France’s readiness to play a more ac-
tive role in resolving the Iran-US nu-
clear issue, hoping that recent devel-
opments would not adversely affect the
cooperation and relationship between
Iran and France.

The French president also underlined
that Paris was not informed about Is-
rael’s plans to attack Iran and did not
participate in the aggression.

‘Israeli attacks attest to its
aggressive nature’

The Iranian president also held a
phone conversation with Saudi Ara-
bia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman on Saturday, stressing that
since taking office, he has aimed to
promote peace, stability, and security
in the region, but the Israeli regime has
consistently disrupted and obstructed
Iranian efforts for progress.

“The recent strikes by the Zionist re-
gime on Iran are clear evidence of its
aggressive nature,” he said.

The Saudi Crown Prince condemned
the Israel regime’s actions against Iran
and expressed condolences to the Ira-
nian government and people for the
martyrdom of dozens of Iranians in the

recent attacks.
Bin Salman affirmed that Saudi Arabia
stands in solidarity with its brothers
in Iran, stressing that the entire Islam-
ic world is united in its support for the
Iranian people.

Imposing demands via pressure
‘failed US policy’

In another phone call, Pezeshkian told
the Emir of Qatar, Tamim bin Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani, that the United
States is supporting Israel’s attacks
against the Islamic Republic and thinks
that it can impose its demands on Teh-
ran through pressure.

“I am confident that solidarity and co-
ordination among Islamic countries
can bring the Zionist regime to its
knees and put an end to its aggression,
especially against the innocent people
of Gaza,” Pezeshkian said.

The Emir of Qatar, for his part, strong-
ly condemned “this cowardly act of ag-
gression” and believes that “the Islamic
Republic of Iran reserves the right to
respond”.

Iraq lodges formal complaint
against Israel at UNSC

Talking to the Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia Al-Sudani over the
phone, President Pezeshkian con-
demned the violation of Iraqi airspace
by the Zionist regime to conduct air-
strikes on Iran, describing it as a clear
indication of the regime’s criminal be-
havior and lack of respect for interna-
tional law.

Pezeshkian called on every country
that values peace, stability, and secu-
rity to oppose the regime's hostile ac-
tions. He also urged the Iraqi govern-
ment to take measures to protect its
airspace and prevent its territory from
being exploited by adversaries.

In response, Prime Minister Al-Sudani
extended his condolences for the loss
of commanders and civilians due to
the Zionist attacks. He reiterated Iraq's
support for Iran, categorically con-
demning the aggression at all levels.
He also pointed out that the Iraqi gov-
ernment has lodged a formal complaint
with the UN Security Council regarding
the use of its airspace for attacks on
Iran.

The prime minister concluded by as-
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suring that the Iraqi government would
allocate all necessary resources to sup-
port Iran and would intensify efforts to
control its borders and airspace.

Calling on Islamic leaders to foil
Israel’s plots

Leaders of Islamic countries can coop-
erate to foil the Zionist regime’s plots,
Pezeshkian said.

The president made the remarks in a
phone call with his Turkish counter-
part Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Satur-
day, expressing gratitude to him for
the call as well as his solidarity with
the people and government of Iran.

He added that the Zionist regime has
sought to derail his diplomatic efforts
from early on by assassinating Hamas
political leader Ismail Haniyeh in Teh-
ran on his inaugural day.

Erdogan, for his part, condemned the
aggression, stating that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seeks
to fuel tensions across the region and
that his actions are a clear violation of
international law and regulations.

One of Israel’s goals behind attacks on
Iran was to divert the public attention
from the regime’s atrocities in Gaza,
Erdogan added.

He expressed support for Iran, noting
that Turkey is ready to take every mea-
sure to put pressure on the Zionist re-
gime to end the current situation.

‘War has rules, but Israel
violates them all’

In another phone conversation with
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday, President Pezesh-
kian expressed gratitude to the Paki-
stani government’s stance at a Friday
night UN Security Council meeting
on the Zionist regime’s aggression
against Iran.

The Zionist regime violates all interna-
tional regulations with the support of
the United States and Western coun-
tries, the president said, adding that
war has its own rules, but the regime
violates them due to such backing.

In response, Sharif emphasized Pa-
kistan’s support for Iran, noting that
the Zionist regime commits all these
crimes with impunity, which violates
the UN Charter and international reg-
ulations.

Iran launches two fresh waves of
missile, drone strikes on Israel

Iranian nightmare

for Haifa

C International Desk )

The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) launched two new waves of
missile and drone strikes against the
Zionist entity on Saturday night and
Sunday afternoon, following the ini-
tial phase of the retaliatory operation
“True Promise II1” on Friday.

The Saturday round of the large-scale
military operation began around
11:45 a.m. local time, with videos
circulating on social media showing
missiles striking their intended tar-
gets.

The primary focus of this round of
‘Operation True Promise III” was
reportedly the occupied port city of
Haifa and its surroundings, home to
several critical military and industrial
facilities of the regime.

The strikes targeted a series of stra-
tegic Israeli military and industrial
sites, including oil refineries and
electricity grids in Haifa, where fires
reportedly broke out as a result.
Images showed a massive blaze at
the Haifa oil refinery, with thick black
smoke billowing into the sky, with
preliminary reports suggesting that
the ensuing blaze is emitting toxic
chemicals into the air.

In the northern occupied territories,
missile sirens sounded in the Upper
Galilee and Western Galilee regions,
as well as in the city of Nazareth and
its surrounding areas, and the city
of Afula. According to Israeli media
reports, Iranian precision-guided
missiles struck the regime’s vital
electricity infrastructure, making it
dysfunctional.

The fresh attacks caused widespread

ire burns at Haifa's Oil Refinery following
an Iranian missile attack on June 14, 2025.
X

disruption in the power distribution
network in the central regions of the
occupied territories and disabled
part of the regime’s critical infra-
structure.

Some Hebrew media reports said am-
monia tanks in Haifa were also suc-
cessfully targeted by missiles, with
fire and plumes of smoke noticed in
several areas, located in northern oc-
cupied Palestine.

Some media reports have described
the attack by Iran as the “largest mis-
sile attack” ever carried out by the
Iranian armed forces against the oc-
cupied territories.

Before the fresh wave of the opera-
tion kicked off, Iranian armed forces
issued a stern warning to Israeli mil-
itary pilots, urging them to surrender
without firing a shot in order to land
their jets safely.

“Protect your life. We are true to our
promise,” the statement added.

An informed source was quoted as
saying by Fars News Agency that
Iran used Emad, Qadr, and Kheibar
Shekan missiles in the latest attack
on Haifa and Tel Aviv.

Another round of missile and drone
strikes came the day after, success-
fully targeting multiple Israeli cit-
ies, causing massive damage, and
showcasing Iran’s deterrent capa-
bilities.

This retaliatory operation followed
an Israeli aggression on Iran that
took place in the wee hours of Friday
morning and resulted in the assassi-
nations of high-ranking Iranian mili-
tary commanders, nuclear scientists,
and civilians, including children and
women.
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