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International Desk

Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, in 
a message on Wednesday, said the 
Iranian nation will “firmly stand 
against” an imposed war.
In a televised message, amid 
the continued Israeli aggression 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei said 
the Iranian nation will never 
surrender to “any form of impo-
sition.”
In the wake of continued Israeli 
aggression against the Islamic Re-
public, the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution commended the Ira-
nian people for their “composed, 
courageous, and timely” conduct, 
Press TV reported. 
He said the brave response of peo-
ple reflected the nation’s growing 
maturity, as well as its spiritual 
and intellectual strength.
“The Iranian nation will firmly 
stand against an imposed war, just 
as it will resolutely resist an im-
posed peace,” he said in a televised 
message.
“This is a nation that will never 
surrender to any form of imposi-
tion.”
Referring to the recent war-mon-
gering rhetoric of US President 
Donald Trump, Ayatollah Khame-
nei warned against any American 
military intervention.
“Those with wisdom, who truly 
understand Iran, its people, and 

its long history, never speak to 
this nation with the language of 
threats. Iran will not yield,” he as-
serted.
“The Americans must under-
stand—any US military incursion 
will undoubtedly lead to irrevers-
ible consequences.”
Leader’s latest message came as 
the Israeli-imposed war against 
the Iranian nation entered its 
sixth day on Wednesday. The un-
provoked war was launched on 
Friday. leading to the assassination 
of many senior-ranking military 
commanders, nuclear scientists 
and civilians.
The wanton aggression has only 
continued and escalated in the 
past five days.
Iranian retaliatory operation, 
dubbed ‘True Promise III’, was 
launched on Friday evening, tar-
geting numerous strategic and 
sensitive military intelligence tar-
gets of the Israeli regime.
The eleven phases of the operation 
have caused heavy blows to the re-
gime, and instilled a sense of fear 
among settlers who have been hid-
ing in underground tunnels.
On Tuesday, Trump again resort-
ed to saber-rattling against Iran, 
accusing it of pursuing nuclear 
weapons. Iranian officials main-
tain that the country is not in the 
race for nuclear arms but stands 
ready to defend the territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty of the Is-
lamic Republic.

In a stern and strongly-worded 
warning to Israel and its West-
ern backers on Tuesday, Iran’s 
top military commander stated 
the “punitive operations” will be 
carried out soon.
Major General Abdolrahim 
Mousavi, the newly-elected chief 
of staff of Iran’s Armed Forces, in 
a televised message, said the op-
erations carried out so far since 
Friday have served as a deterrent 
warning, and the actual punitive 
operations will be executed soon.
He also warned the settlers of 
the occupied territories, espe-
cially Tel Aviv and Haifa, to im-
mediately leave these areas to 
save their lives and “not sacri-
fice themselves to Netanyahu’s 
animalistic desires”.
The Islamic Revolution Guard 
Corps (IRGC) issued a statement 
after launching a fresh wave of at-

tacks on Israel early on Wednes-
day in response to the Tel Aviv 
regime’s aggression on Iran’s soil.
In the statement, the IRGC re-
vealed that it had attacked occu-
pied territories with first-gen-
eration Fattah missiles, which 
managed to pass through the Is-
raeli missile defense shield and 
repeatedly shook their shelters.
“Tonight ’s  missi le  attack 
showed that we have gained 
complete control over the skies 
of the occupied territories,” the 
IRGC said, adding that the res-
idents of Israel are now com-
pletely defenseless against Ira-
nian missile attacks.

Israel loses edge on tech 
front
The Iranian Air Defense units 
reportedly shot down 28 hos-
tile aircraft on Tuesday to early 
Wednesday, including an ad-
vanced Hermes drone of the 

Zionist regime over the central 
province of Isfahan.
The Israeli spy drone was trying 
to gather information about the 
sensitive sites of Iran when it 
was detected by the country’s 
integrated air defense network 
and brought down by a missile.

The Zionist regime has con-
firmed the downing of its Her-
mes drone in Iran.
Manufactured by the Zionist 
regime’s Elbit Systems, the Her-
mes 900 Kochav is a long-en-
durance UAV designed for 
tactical missions, such as recon-

naissance and surveillance, and 
is valued at around $10 million.
Meanwhile, Israel is running low 
on defensive Arrow interceptors, 
according to a US official, raising 
concern about the country’s 
ability to counter long-range 
ballistic missiles from Iran if the 
conflict isn’t resolved soon.
The US has been aware of the 
capacity problems for months, 
the official said, and Washing-
ton has been augmenting Isra-
el’s defenses with systems on 
the ground, at sea, and in the 
air. Since the conflict escalated 
in June, the Pentagon has sent 
more missile defense assets 
into the region, and now there 
is concern about the US burning 
through interceptors as well.
According to Al Arabiya, Iran 
has fired more than 440 mis-
siles at Israel since the begin-
ning of its attacks, killing 24 and 
injuring more than 1,300.

Iran ‘stands firmly’ against imposed war

Grossi’s destructive role regarding Iran to be 
recorded in history: Eslami

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist

Leader: US intervention  
to cause ‘irreparable damage’

Head of the Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion of Iran (AEOI) Mohammad Eslami 
pointed the finger of blame at Director 
General of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) Rafael Grossi for the 
destructive role he played in the Islamic 
Republic's peaceful nuclear program.
Eslami underlined on Wednesday that 
Grossi failed to deliver his duties regard-
ing Iran’s peaceful nuclear program.
Grossi’s destructive role regarding Iran 
will be recorded in history, he said, add-
ing that his procrastination paved the 
way for the Israeli regime to advance 
its illegal objectives.
Iranians will not bow to any pressure 
and oppression, Eslami noted, high-

lighting the national pride of the Iranian 
nation.
Touching on the state of Iran’s nuclear 
activities after the Israeli regime’s ag-
gression, Eslami stressed that the nu-
clear facilities are in good condition.
Praising the high morale of the AEOI 
staffers, the nuclear chief said they 
are stationed in their work places and 
steadfastly doing their duties.
"Pride and might are deeply embed-
ded in the Iranian people, as they have 
never given in to force or surrendered," 
Eslami underlined.
The senior nuclear official made it 
clear to the enemy that it will get 
nowhere through military aggres-

sion against Iran.
Speaking to CNN journalist Christiane 
Amanpour on Tuesday, Grossi con-
firmed that there is no evidence Iran is 
pursuing a nuclear weapons program.
Grossi acknowledged what Iran has 
repeatedly stated the issue and the UN 
nuclear agency has also confirmed in its 
reports.
“What we reported was that we did not 
have any proof of a systematic effort [by 
Iran] to move toward a nuclear weapon,” 
the director general of the IAEA was 
quoted as saying.
He reiterated that the agency’s findings 
align with other independent sources 
on the issue.

International Desk

The screengrab was taken from footage released by the Iranian Armed Forces for the first time since the start of the war, showing the launch of missiles from an undisclosed 
location in Iran toward Israel on June 17, 2025.
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Top general calls past strikes warning, vows punishment

An Iranian reporter stands in front of an 
Israeli Hermes 900 Kochav UAV that was 
downed by a missile in Isfahan Province, 
central Iran, on June 18, 2025.
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