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Israel over anti-Iran

aggression
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Iran seeking brotherly ties with Qatar
‘not confrontation’: Pezeshkian

eep: National unity, cohesion
send clear message to enemies

-

Smoke arises from an Israeli air strike on Babolsar, northern Iran, on June 24, 2025, after the regime’s violation of an agreement with US to halt its aggression on Iran.
SOCIAL MEDIA

( National Desk >

Iran’s Vice President Mohammad
Reza Aref emphasized that the
country’s enemies have recog-
nized that they cannot effectively
confront Iran and its people.
Speaking at a gathering of the se-
nior officials from the Ministry of
Roads and Urban Development
on Tuesday, he added they initial-
ly anticipated a swift victory over
Iran within a few days and ex-
pected the populace to join them;
however, Iranian nation, despite
numerous challenges, demon-
strated its unity and cohesion.

o>

vices compared to before. “We
had already planned in all areas
and were prepared accordingly."

Aref pointed out that one of the
key ministries involved in pro-
viding effective services to peo-
ple was the Ministry of Roads
and Urban Development, appre-
ciating the efforts of the minister
and the cooperation of the peo-
ple, drivers, and guild unions.
Thanks to these initiatives and
teamwork, the ministry and its
transportation sector delivered
excellent services.

Emphasizing the importance of
reforms and enhancing cyberse-

Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref () addresses the senior officials of Iran’s Road and
Urban Development Ministry in Tehran on June 24, 2025.
IRNA

“We extend our appreciation to
the people, and we must contin-
ue on this path and process,” he
said.

He further highlighted, “With
this victory, the enemies un-
derstood the capabilities of our
country and our people, even
though we have not yet revealed
all our potential."

The vice president congratu-
lated the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, and the Iranian peo-
ple on this achievement.

He added, “Enemies should know
that they must never set condi-
tional terms for Iran.”

Reflecting on the past 12 days, he
said that they served as a valu-
able lesson for everyone, noting
that various organizations and
institutions improved their ser-

curity, the vice president evaluat-
ed the services provided by the
ministry as appropriate. He also
called for the development of a
comprehensive plan to recon-
struct areas damaged by attacks
of the Zionist regime.

He stated that the Ministry of
Roads and Urban Development
is responsible for formulating a
comprehensive reconstruction
plan, which should clearly define
the measures to be undertaken
by both the government and the
people.

Aref also reiterated the critical
importance of cybersecurity in
government agencies, stating that
the enemy remains lurking, there-
fore, executive organizations must
undertake necessary reforms to
bolster the cybersecurity of their
systems and networks.

Iran’s missile, defense power forces Israeli retreat

Negotiations needed for permanent cease-fire

> By Shahriar Heydari
International affairs analyst
Following twelve days of ag-
gression, the war waged by Is-
rael against Iran appears to have
come to a halt. Crucially, this
cease-fire would not have been
declared had it not been for the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s robust
missile and defense capabilities.
It was this military deterrence—
alongside the resilience, unity,
and patience of the Iranian peo-

ple—that ultimately compelled
the United States and the Zionist
regime of Israel to step back and
announce a truce.

Despite the hardships endured
by civilians during this period,
the Iranian nation stood firmly
with the Armed Forces, demon-
strating remarkable composure
and solidarity. Such steadfast-
ness played a decisive role in
achieving what is now regarded
as a major strategic victory for
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The cease-fire, therefore, is a
direct result of national resis-

tance and endurance. It had not
been part of the original Amer-
ican-Israeli plan. In fact, Israel’s
assault on Iran was launched in
full coordination with the United
States, and similarly, the cease-
fire was only accepted after
consultations between the two.
However, the show of power and
cohesion by Iran’s military and
its people altered the calculus,
leading to the eventual declara-
tion of a truce.

The cease-fire must not serve as
a temporary measure to allow
the Zionist regime to regroup.

At present, the Israeli regime
is facing internal political tur-
moil, with widespread public
dissatisfaction among residents
of the occupied territories. This
discontent has placed immense
pressure on Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and his hawk-
ish cabinet.

In addition, divisions within Is-
rael’s military and operational
leadership have emerged, fur-
ther weakening the regime’s in-
ternal coherence. This growing
instability prompted the United
States to intervene in support

of Israel, ultimately proposing
the cease-fire to mitigate further
damage.

The recent confrontation has
offered Iran a valuable strategic
experience in facing both the
United States and Israel. This ex-
perience is expected to further
enhance the Islamic Republic’s
military readiness, cohesion, and
capability in future scenarios.

It bears repeating that with-
out Iran’s missile and defense
strength, no cease-fire would
have been declared. It was this
deterrence, coupled with the en-

durance and unity of the Iranian
people, that produced a signifi-
cant national achievement and
brought about a change in the
trajectory of the conflict.

Nevertheless, this cease-fire
must now be followed by nego-
tiations—specifically, negotia-
tions aimed at securing a per-
manent truce. The goal should
be to prevent the United States
and Israel from considering any
similar acts of aggression in the
future. These are the fundamen-
tal issues that must now be ad-
dressed at the negotiating table.
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Iran seekmg brotherly ties with Qatar ‘not confrontation’: Pezeshkian

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (L) and Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani shake hands in Tehran, Iran, on February 19, 2025.

REUTERS

( International Desk

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian assured Doha that Tehran’s
retaliatory air strike on the Amer-
ican Al-Udeid airbase in Qatar was
not aimed at starting a neighborly
confrontation, expressing goodwill
toward the Qatari government and

people.

In a phone call with Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, the emir of
Qatar, President Pezeshkian reaf-
firmed his country’s commitment
to fostering constructive, friendly,
and brotherly relations with Doha.
“I reached out to you at the ear-

kian emphasized.

tion with Iranians.

) liest opportunity to convey that

yesterday’s incident was merely
a reaction to the direct and overt
involvement of the United States
in the Zionist regime’s aggression
against Iranian territory,” Pezesh-

The Iranian president also ex-
pressed his sincere gratitude to-
ward Sheikh Tamim for all his
efforts to stop the war and for the
support, solidarity, and coopera-

The Emir, in response, emphasized
that Qatar has made significant ef-
forts, both publicly and privately, to
keep the region safe from the Zion-

territory.

of Qatar.

ist regime’s provocations, includ-
ing its aggression against Iranian

Sheikh Tamim also pointed out
that the US airbase in Qatar has
not been and will not be used for
attacks against Iran, adding that
he does not hide the fact that what
happened on Monday was a signif-
icant shock for him and the people

He noted, “At the same time, while
appreciating your call and sympa-
thy, | emphasize that we in Qatar
see a larger picture and a broader
horizon. The Qatari people have ex-
pressed their solidarity with their

brothers in Iran during the military
aggression of the Zionist regime,
and we are thinking about deepen-
ing and expanding our relations in
the future.”

Pezeshkian’s sentiments toward
Qatar were echoed by his Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi during a
phone conversation with his Qatari
counterpart on Tuesday.

In a post on his X account on Tues-
day morning, Araghchi praised the
country’s military forces for their
steadfast defense against Israel’s
war of aggression as a cease-fire in
12 days of fighting reportedly came
into effect on Tuesday morning.

Israel violates cease-fire announced by US president

( International Desk )

US President Donald Trump
later early on Tuesday an-
nounced a cease-fire be-
tween Iran and Israel, which
was violated by the regime
hours after its announce-
ment.

The US president in a post
on his social media plat-
form, Truth Social, said,
“THE CEASEFIRE IS NOW
IN EFFECT. PLEASE DO NOT
VIOLATE IT"".

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said that his
country would not fire at Is-
rael if it was not fired upon
but that a final decision will
be made later.

“As of now, there is NO
‘agreement’ on any cease-
fire or cessation of military
operations,” Araghchi wrote
on his X account early on
Tuesday.

“Provided that the Israeli
regime stops its illegal ag-
gression against the Iranian
people no later than 4 am
Tehran time, we have no
intention to continue our re-
sponse afterwards.”

“The final decision on the
cessation of our military op-
erations will be made later;”
he added.

Attacks on northern
cities

Hours after the announce-
ment by Trump, the Israeli
regime launched attacks
on Iran’s northern cities of
Babol and Babolsar as well
as Alborz Province, accusing
Tehran of violating the terms
of the cease-fire agreement
by firing missile at Israel.

were violated by one rocket
that didn't land anywhere”.
“That's not what we want,"
Trump said.

“Israel. Do not drop those
bombs. If you do it it is a ma-
jor violation. Bring your pilots
home, now!" Trump wrote on
Truth Social shortly after he left
the White House for atrip to a
NATO summit in The Hague.

However, Iran's Armed Forc-
es denied Israel's claims that

it fired fresh missiles at Isra-
el after the cease-fire.
Trump also accused both Israel
and Iran of violating the cease-
fire, expressing particular frus-
tration with Israel which had
announced plans for major
new strikes on Tehran.

"Israel unloaded a lot and
now I hear Israel just went
out because they felt they

The cease-fire, brokered Qa-
tar, was welcomed by many
countries in the world.

The Israeli regime waged a
war of aggression against
Iran on June 13 and has
since been targeting Iran’s
military, nuclear sites and
civilian infrastructures, with
Tehran pounding with mis-
siles the occupied territories
in retaliatory attacks.

In the latest attacks by the Ira-

nian Armed Forces minutes
before the implementation of
the cease-fire, the Islamic Rev-
olution Guards Corps targeted
the military and support cen-
ters of the regime by firing 14
missiles across the occupied
territories.

The attack, which was the
22nd wave of Operation
True Promise 3, was in re-
sponse to a deadly strike
by the Israeli regime on
four residential buildings in
northern town of Astaneh-ye
Ashrafiyeh in Gilan Province.
The deputy governor of Gi-
lan Province Ali Bageri said
on Tuesday that the Israeli
attack killed nine civilians
and wounded 33 others.

Strike on US base

The cease-fire also came a
day after Iran launched an
attack on the US Al Udeid
Air Base in Qatar in retalia-
tion for the US strike on its
three key nuclear sites.

The United States joined the
conflict between Iran and Isra-
el on Sunday by launching at-
tack on Iran’s Fordow, Natanz,
and Isfahan nuclear facilities.
Trump claimed on Sunday
that Iran’s nuclear facilities
were “completely and totally
obliterated.”

Culture minister says Iran unyielding in face of threats to sovereignty

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran’s Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance, Abbas Sale-
hi, said on Monday that the
Iranian people stood united in
the wake of recent US-backed
Israeli attacks, stressing that
the “Iranians do not allow for
humiliation or threats to sov-
ereignty”’

Speaking in at IRNA’s news-
room studio following his
visit to the Islamic Republic
News Agency headquarters
in Tehran, Salehi pushed back
on what he called miscalcula-
tions by Israel and its allies.
“They thought Iranian society
had collapsed,” he said, calling
their assumptions a “grave
mistake.”

“They thought they could hit
hard and fast,” he said, “but
what they missed was the
deep-rooted resilience in our
national identity”

He drew a historical parallel
to Saddam Hussein’s 1980
invasion of Iran. “He made

a similar misjudgment. The
army was in disarray, the
revolution fresh, and political
factions were at each other’s
throats. He thought Tehran
was within reach. He was
wrong.’

The minister acknowledged
internal criticisms and dissat-
isfaction among Iranians but
noted that when national sov-
ereignty is on the line, people
draw a clear line. “They might
be angry at officials. They

° Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Abbas Salehi speaks at the
Islamic Republic News Agency headquarters in Tehran on June 23, 2025.
IRNA

Salehi said that same “histor-
ical backbone” has once again
held firm. “When the Iranian
senses humiliation, they stand
up. That’s not something you
can measure in polls or satel-
lite images,” he said.

might protest. But they don’t
confuse Iran with its rulers.”
He also praised Iranian art-
ists, journalists, and athletes
for what he described as an
“organic, voluntary” wave of
national solidarity.

“In these days, the cultural
community acted like never
before. Not even at the start
of the Iran-Iraq war did we
see this level of unity,” he
said.

Salehi warned that the cur-
rent war is not only military.
“We’re in a hybrid war. A me-
dia and psychological war
just as fierce as anything on
the battlefield,” he said, urg-
ing Iran’s intellectuals and
media to help raise “analyt-
ic appreciation” among the
public to counter disinfor-
mation.

He also highlighted the im-
portance of preserving daily
life, reopening cinemas, en-
couraging family outings, and
holding public cultural events.
“Defense and normalcy must
go hand in hand,” he said.

He thanked journalists, saying
“They’re not just recording
moments. They're shaping
the narrative. And in this mo-
ment, history will remember
who stood their ground.”

Sports minister urges FIFA to suspend
Israel over anti-Iran aggression

( Sports Desk )

Iranian Sports Minister Ahmad Don-
yamali called on FIFA to hand Israel
suspension from all international
football events.

The Iranian official made the request
after a football player, a futsal player,
and a referee were among the civil-
ians killed by the Israeli airstrikes on
the Iranian territory since June 13.
“With deep sorrow and grave concern,
we draw your attention to the recent
blatant war crimes committed by the
Zionist regime of Israel against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran. These aggressive
acts have resulted in devastating conse-
quences for innocent civilians,” Donya-
mali wrote in a letter to FIFA president
Gianni Infantino, adding: “Among the
victims of these abhorrent attacks were
a footballer named Ali Moradj, a futsal
player named Alireza Khalaj, and a ref-
eree named Mohammad Asadi, who
tragically lost their lives.”

“This is a heavy blow not only to our
nation but also to the global sports
community, serving as a bitter and
tragic reminder of the unacceptable
oppression and widespread violence
that continues to plague our world.
In light of these deeply distressing
events, we respectfully and urgently
call upon FIFA to take decisive and
appropriate action.

“We demand the immediate suspen-
sion of the occupying Israeli regime
from all international football competi-
tions and events. This necessary mea-
sure is not merely a political stance
but a fundamental commitment to hu-
man rights, ethical principles, and the
Olympic Charter — values that football
explicitly upholds. Such a decisive act
of solidarity would underscore the
global football community’s unwav-

Ahmad Donyamali
IRNA

ering dedication to the victims of war,
including the athletes tragically lost in
these conflicts. It would send a clear
and unequivocal message that the
moral values of sportsmanship, peace,
and human dignity transcend all other
considerations.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Sports and
Youth praised the Iranian armed forc-
es' retaliatory strike on U.S. military
bases in the region, emphasizing that
it was carried out as a legitimate and
lawful act of self-defence.

Iran responded to U.S. participation in
Israel’s air war against Iran by firing
missiles on Monday at the Al Ubeid
air base in Qatar.

“The Ministry of Sports and Youth
once again expresses its full support
for the Armed Forces of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in their legitimate
and lawful defence of the nation’s ter-
ritorial integrity. The Ministry hereby
commends and expresses gratitude
for the strikes against U.S. military
bases in the region, which were con-
ducted within the framework of a na-
tion’s inherent right to self-defence,”
read the statement late on Monday.
The official Instagram page of the
Iranian national football team again
offered solidarity with the Iranian
people and armed forces, in sepa-
rate posts on Tuesday, reading: “My
life dedicated to Iran” and “Iran is at
stake. We stay loyal to Iran.”
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