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‘Fearless Presence’

Leader attends Ashura

mourning ceremony
20

Iran’s Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei waves to the audience

during a mourning ceremony in Tehran on July 5, 2025, marking the

ninth day of the Islamic month of Muharram in the lead-up to Ashura,

a 10-day period commemorating the seventh century martyrdom of

Prophet Mohammed’s (PBUH) grandson Imam Hussein (PBUH).
khamenei.ir

Iran, the IAEA, and the future of nuclear diplomacy

- By Kamran Yeganegi

O P I N I O N
E X CLUSIVE

The recent decision by the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran to suspend parts of its voluntary
cooperation with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (1AEA) has raised concerns
in international diplomatic circles. How-
ever, to interpret this move merely as a
reaction to technical disagreements would
be to overlook the deeper strategic ratio-
nale behind Tehran’s recalibration. This
is not a withdrawal from the principles of
non-proliferation, but rather a political sig-
nal aimed at recalibrating an increasingly
asymmetrical and, in Iran’s view, politi-
cized monitoring dynamic.

From maximum transparency to
strategic reassessment

Since the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (jcpoa), Iran has provided the
IAEA with extensive access to its nucle-
ar infrastructure, well beyond its legal

obligations under the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NpT). Voluntary application of the
Additional Protocol, deployment of sur-
veillance cameras, and detailed responses
to safeguards inquiries have characterized
Iran’s approach for nearly a decade.

Yet, from Tehran’s perspective, this exten-
sive cooperation has not been met with
reciprocal recognition or constructive po-
litical outcomes. Instead, it has coincided
with intensified pressure, increasingly
critical IAEA reports, and a perceived in-
strumentalization of the agency by certain
political actors. In this light, Iran’s latest
move should be seen not as a repudiation
of oversight, but as a strategic reassess-
ment of the costs and benefits of continued
unilateral transparency.

A crisis of confidence, not of
compliance

Iran’s leadership has consistently empha-
sized that its nuclear program remains
peaceful and that enrichment activities are
fully within its rights under the NPT. The
core of the current dispute is not technical,
but trust-related. Tehran argues that the

IAEA’s recent reports—particularly those
addressing “undeclared sites” and trace
particles of uranium—Ilack methodological
rigor and appear aligned with the narrative
of adversarial states, especially Israel.
Such perceptions have fueled a growing be-
lief in Tehran that transparency has ceased
to serve its original purpose of trust-build-
ing and has instead become a tool for po-
litical leverage. The decision to suspend
voluntary cooperation must therefore be
understood as a response to what Iran sees
as a breach of the principle of good faith.

Professionalism vs. political
pressure
The IAEA occupies a unique and delicate
position as a technical body with signif-
icant geopolitical implications. While its
credibility rests on its impartiality, it is
not immune to the geopolitical currents
within which it operates. Iran’s concern
is that the agency, under
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pressure from some mem-
ber states, has increasingly blurred the
lines between technical assessment and
political signaling.
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Leader attends Ashura mourning

< National Desk )

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei on
Saturday attended a religious cer-
emony to commemorate the mar-
tyrdom anniversary of Imam Hus-
sein (PBUH), the third Imam of Shia
Muslims, an issue that turned into
a matter of importance after recent
Israel’s aggression against Iran.
The ceremony was held at central
Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Husseini-
yeh, a mosque named after the
founder of the Islamic Republic on
the eve of Ashura, the tenth day of
the Islamic month of Muharram on
which Imam Hussein, the grand-
son of Prophet Muhammad (PBHU),
was martyred by a tyrannical ruler
during a battle in Iraq’s Karbala in
the seventh century.

The leader greeted people from all
walks of life and was cheered by
participants.

Ayatollah Khamenei did not deliver
a speech at the event but his atten-
dance drew reactions from many
Iranian officials, especially after he
was absent in another religious cer-
emony held earlier in Tehran.
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an in a post on X said, “the Husseini-
yeh of Iran will be eternal and will
stand firm forever”

First Vice-President Mohammad
Reza Aref in a post on his Telegram
account said that the Iranian peo-
ple would not allow the “sinister
dreams of Iran's ill-wishers to come
true”.

Former foreign minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif also took to X, say-
ing that the “fearless presence” of
the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in a traditional public gather-
ing “permanently shattered the de-
lusional lies that paid pundits have
been pushing”.

“Time to wake up and admit that

#Iranians_never_surrender”, Zarif
said.

“Stand on the right side of histo-
ry and #Never_Threaten_Iran”, he
added.

On June 13, the Israeli regime
launched an unprovoked aggression
against Iran, which claimed the lives
of more than 900 Iranians, including
civilians, nuclear scientists and the
country’s top military commanders.
The US also joined the aggression
by targeting three Iranian nuclear
facilities of Fordow, Natanz and Is-
fahan.

In response, Iran’s Armed Forces
launched barrages of missiles at Is-
rael’s targets in the occupied terri-
tories, which killed at least 28 Israe-
lis. The Iranian forces also pounded
the US largest military base in the
Middle East in Qatar with missiles.
A cease-fire proposed by the US
put an end to the 12-day conflict on
June 24.

ceremony

e

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei (r)

attends a religious ceremony in

Tehran on July 5, 2025.
khamenei.ir

Iran’s response to Israel’s
aggression prevented spread of war

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian addresses the 17th Economic

Cooperation Organization (Eco) Summit in Khankendi, Azerbaijan, on

June 4, 2025.
! president.ir

( International Desk )

President Masoud
Pezeshkian said the Irani-
an Armed Forces’ decisive
response to Israel during
its recent aggression
against Iran prevented
the spread of war to the
region and protected the
nation’s sovereignty.

Speaking at the 17th Eco-
nomic Cooperation Or-
ganization (Eco) Summit
in the Azerbaijani city
of Khankendi on Friday,
Pezeshkian condemned
Israel’s criminal acts,
which targeted military
forces, university profes-
sors, ordinary citizens,
nuclear facilities under
international oversight,

and public infrastructure.
Pezeshkian described
the 12-day Israeli strikes
with American support
as clear breaches of the
United Nations Charter,
including Article 2, para-
graph 4, which prohibits
the use of force against
the territorial integrity or
political independence of
any state.

“In this war, the Iranian
Armed Forces, in line
with Article 51 of the
United Nations Charter,
legitimately defended
the country’s territori-
al integrity and national
sovereignty, teaching the
aggressors a decisive les-
son, and preventing the
spread of war throughout

the region,” he said.

The president praised
ECO member countries
and the regional coun-
tries for their support and
condemnation of Israel’s
aggression, emphasizing
the importance of region-
al solidarity in the face of
external threats.

“Many international and
regional organizations,
including the Meeting of
Foreign Ministers of Is-
lamic Countries, decisive-
ly condemned the Zionist
regime’s attacks against
the Islamic Republic of
Iran,” he said.

“The 17th Summit of the
Economic Cooperation
Organization is also a
valuable opportunity to
once again bring recent
acts of aggression—and
the regional and global
threats they pose—to
the attention of the inter-
national community,” he
added.

President Pezeshkian
stressed the role of ECO
as a foundation for re-
gional economic strength
and cooperation. He
urged member states to
build on this unity by ad-
vancing trade, improving

transit routes, and em-
bracing new technologies
to create a prosperous
and resilient region.

The 17th ECO Summit
brought together heads
of state and government
officials to reinforce coop-
eration and chart a vision
for peace, prosperity, and
stability in Central and
South Asia, the Caucasus,
and West Asia.

On June 13, Iran’s Armed
Forces launched a bar-
rage of missiles at Israel’s
targets in the occupied
territories in response to
the regime’s aggression
against Iran on the same
day, which targeted Iran’s
residential areas, nuclear
facilities and country’s
military sites.

Twelve days of Israel’s
attacks killed at least 935
people including civilians
and nuclear scientists as
well as the country’s top
military commanders.
The US also joined the
aggression by targeting
three Iranian nuclear fa-
cilities of Fordow, Natanz
and Isfahan.

A cease-fire proposed by
the US put an end to the
conflict on June 24.
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been closed since June 20.

said.

A suspension with ...

Switzerland reopened its embassy in
Tehran after a closure due to a recent
aggression by Israel against Iran, the
Swiss Foreign Ministry said on Sunday.
"Ambassador Nadine Olivieri Lozano
and a small team returned to Tehran
yesterday overland via Azerbaijan. The
embassy will gradually resume opera-
tions," the Federal Department of For-
eign Affairs said in a statement. It had

“The decision to reopen the embassy
was taken after a comprehensive risk
analysis and in consultation with Iran
and the United States, for which Swit-
zerland represents Iran's interests as a
protecting power. The current situation
allows for a gradual resumption of em-
bassy operations on site”, the statement

“Switzerland follows developments in
the region closely and is in close con-
tact with its partners. It is crucial that
all parties return to diplomacy without

Switzerland reopens its embassy in Tehran
after two-week closure

delay. Switzerland's good offices and
Geneva as a venue for negotiations are
available for this purpose”.
Switzerland has served as the official
protecting power for the US in Iran
since 1980, providing a backchannel
for critical communications between
the two countries. The reopening of
the embassy is seen as a significant
development, particularly as nuclear
talks between Iran and the US were
suspended following a recent aggres-
sion by Israel and the US on Iran.

Iran and the US held five rounds of
nuclear talks mediated by Oman. How-
ever, a sixth round scheduled for June
15 was canceled after Israel launched
strikes on Iran.

The US also joined the strikes by target-
ing Iran’s key nuclear facilities in Qom,
Markazi and Isfahan provinces.
Several countries announced the tem-
porary closure of their embassies in
Tehran due to the escalating security
situation in Iran after the Israel’s ag-
gression.
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Mohammad Ali Rajabi

For Tehran, this erosion of neutrality
undermines the very basis upon which
cooperation is built.
COE D Thus, Iran’s suspension
of voluntary access should be read as a
challenge to the current framework of
engagement—not as a rejection of over-
sight per se, but as a demand for recali-
bration grounded in mutual respect and
legal balance.

Restoring balance in oversight
Iran’s recent recalibration of its coopera-
tion with the IAEA underscores a broad-
er truth often overlooked in technical
discussions: diplomacy cannot survive
without reciprocity. The durability of
any verification regime rests not solely
on access and inspection, but on mutu-
al trust, institutional neutrality, and the
avoidance of double standards.

If the current imbalance persists—where
transparency is expected without recog-
nition, and cooperation is met with sus-
picion—then the entire architecture of
nuclear diplomacy risks further erosion.
The challenge now lies not in formulat-
ing hypothetical scenarios for Iran’s next
steps, but in addressing the structural
conditions that have prompted its stra-
tegic shift.

What is needed is a renewed commit-
ment to impartiality by international
institutions, a recognition of the legiti-
mate rights of all parties under the NPT,
and a willingness to separate technical
oversight from political agendas. Absent
these, the prospects for rebuilding trust
will remain fragile—and the very mech-
anisms designed to prevent escalation
may themselves become sources of in-
stability

Diplomacy demands reciprocity
Iran’s suspension of certain forms of co-
operation with the IAEA should not be
interpreted as a rejection of dialogue,
but rather as a sober call for a more bal-
anced and respectful approach to over-
sight and diplomacy. Trust, once eroded,
can be rebuilt—but only through mutu-
al recognition of rights, responsibilities,
and the importance of institutional neu-
trality.

If diplomacy is to remain a viable path,
then oversight must return to its founda-
tional role: building trust, not enforcing
asymmetry. The onus now lies not sole-
ly with Iran, but with the international
community to ensure that monitoring
does not become a means of manipula-
tion. The rules of engagement must be
redefined—constructively, legally, and
with an eye on long-term stability.
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Iran resumes full international, domestic
flights after 20-day suspension

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s Imam Khomeini International Air-
port welcomed its first foreign flight after
a 20-day suspension, FlyDubai service
from the UAE on Friday, the Civil Aviation
Organization (CA0) announced.

In a statement issued Friday, the Civil Avi-
ation Organization said, "This morning,
after a 20-day suspension of international
flights resulting from the Zionist regime’s
12-day imposed war against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the first international
flight landed at Imam Khomeini Interna-
tional Airport.”

Friday’s FlyDubai flight from the Emir-
ates to Tehran marked the resumption of
international flights following the 20-day
hiatus.

Announcing the news, the CAO empha-
sized that "henceforth, with improved
flight conditions, international flights to
specific destinations will resume in full
coordination with relevant authorities.”
Mehdi Ramezani, the CAO spokesperson,
stated that the landing heralded a "new
phase of stability” for Iran’s aviation sector
after recent tensions with Israel. He add-
ed that it reflected "a return to calm and
intelligent management of the nation’s
airspace.”

Airlines began avoiding Iranian airspace
on June 13 when the Israeli regime
launched unprovoked aggression against
the country. The eastern half of Iran’s air-
space reopened to domestic and interna-

tional flights on June 25, a day after the
United States claimed it had brokered a
unilateral ceasefire between Iran and Is-
rael.

Speaking on Wednesday, Flydubai CEO
Ghaith Al Ghaith said, “We continue to
monitor the situation closely and adjust
our flight schedule accordingly. Our agility
and preparedness enable us to act quickly
during challenging times while adhering
to the highest operational standards and
prioritizing the safety of our crew and pas-
sengers. We are pleased to resume opera-
tions and look forward to reinstating ser-
vices to remaining affected markets soon.”
Emirati airline Air Arabia also announced
flights from Sharjah to Tehran and Shi-
raz will commence Sunday. The Shar-
jah-based carrier operates flights to
Mashhad and Lar, Tasnim News Agency
reported.

Last week, Air Arabia stated, “As regional
airspace continues to reopen, Air Arabia is
gradually resuming operations. Customers
are advised to visit airarabia.com for the
latest updates and flight status. Affected
passengers will be notified directly via
SMS and email”

Iran, Iraq, and Jordan had closed their air-
space following Israel’s aggression against
[ran on June 13.

First flight takes off from
northwestern Iran

Separately, the first flight from Shahid
Madani International Airport in Tabriz to

Istanbul operated Saturday after recon-
struction of the runway damaged during
the 12-day war.

Ramin Azari, Director General of East
Azerbaijan Airports, told IRNA, "Follow-
ing the reopening and reconstruction of
Tabriz International Airport’s runway
today after a 23-day flight suspension, the

This photo, which is taken from a video by IRNA on July 5, 2025, shows the
FlyDubai plane landing at Iran’s Imam Khomeini International Airport.
IRNA

Tabriz-Istanbul flight was operated by Ira-
nian Ata Airlines."

Commending “the round-the-clock ef-
forts and exceptional devotion of Tabriz
airport personnel,” Minister of Roads and
Urban Development Farzaneh Sadegh
announced the airport is now ready to
dispatch and receive domestic and inter-

national flights.

According to the Civil Aviation Organi-
zation, Tabriz airport, a key aerial artery
in northwestern Iran, sustained serious
damage to infrastructure and aviation
equipment, particularly flight surfaces,
during invasions by the Zionist regime in
the 12-day imposed war.

Iranian total oil output hits a 46-Year high in 2024

( Economy Desk )

A report by Bloomberg said
that Iran had produced about
4.3 million barrels per day
(bpd) of crude plus another
725,000 bpd of other liquids

in 2024.

The report published on
Thursday by Bloomberg said
that as the debate plays out
over the damage done to the
Iranian nuclear program by US
and Israeli strikes in June, one

reality is clear that the coun-
try’s booming energy sector
emerged unscathed.

The numbers don’t lie. Irani-
an oil output reached a 46-
year high in 2024, according
to recently released data. If
anything, all available infor-
mation for the first six months
of 2025 suggests this year will
see another increase in pro-
duction.

The report cited figures from
the UK Energy Institute and
its Statistical Review of World
Energy, which was published
last month.

It said that an oil production
of nearly 5.1 million bpd has
not been seen in Iran since the
last year of Shah’s reign when
the oil industry in the country
was still receiving huge in-

vestment and technology from
Western companies.

However, it admitted that Iran
has achieved a remarkable
feat by raising its oil output
to record levels at a time of
increased American pressure.
According to the Bloomberg
report, the sanctions “exist
only on paper while the White
House hypes a nonexistent
policy of “maximum pressure”
on the Iranian oil sector. “I
only see maximum oil output,”
said the report by Javier Blas.
“We have the sanctions on,” US
President Donald Trump told
Fox News on Sunday, as if the
policy was working. “If they
can show us they’re not going
to do any more harm, I would
take the sanctions off.”
“Developing its vast conden-

sate and natural-gas liquids
riches without foreign help
wasn'’t easy,” said the report by
Blas as he insisted that domes-
tic companies have contribut-
ed to the country’s efforts over
the past decade to develop its
energy sector.

Iran has reported consistent
rises in its oil production and
exports since 2021, just two
years after Trump enforced a
harsh regime of sanctions on
buyers of Iranian oil during his
first term in office.

Estimates suggest Iran’s oil
exports, which mostly go to
private buyers in China, have
well exceeded 2.4 million bpd
in recent months.
Bloomberg’s report said Iran’s
rising oil exports and the rev-
enues it generates would be

key to the country’s recon-
struction efforts after a recent
Israeli aggression.

It also reiterated that Israel’s
12-day aggression against
Iran, which ended on June 24,
had failed to affect Iran’s mas-
sive oil industry and its daily
operations.

The 12-day Israeli imposed
war - with the later involve-
ment of the US - “hasn’t
changed the situation on the
ground for the Islamic Repub-
lic’s oil industry. In limited air-
strikes, Israel damaged only a
couple of Iranian petroleum
assets that were quickly re-
paired. The White House qui-
etly intervened to stop the war
spilling into the energy sector.
It will come in handy for Teh-
ran during the reconstruction.

Iran to advance solar plants at dams under government policy

< Economy Desk >

Aligning with the policy of Masoud
Pezeshkian’s to develop solar energy
infrastructure, an official at Iran’s Re-
newable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Organization (saTBA) announced that the
construction of the solar power plants
alongside dams nationwide is on the
agenda.

Hassan Ahmadji, Director of the Engi-
neering Office at SATBA, referencing the
government's policy for developing so-
lar power plants in the country, stated,
"Accordingly, the construction of solar
power plants alongside dams has been
placed on the agenda."

In an interview with IRNA, Ahmadi add-
ed, "A memorandum of understanding
has recently been signed with the Re-
newable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Organization of Iran to develop solar
power plants at the sites of construct-
ed dams, leveraging the availability of
prepared land, existing electricity grids,

and other advantages."

Emphasizing that "under this memo-
randum, 500 megawatts of electricity
can be generated through this initia-
tive," he noted, "Given the country’s
capacity in terms of sunny hours, the
development of solar power plants is a
valuable resource for electricity supply.”
This year, government offices are re-
quired to source at least 20% of their
electricity from renewable energy. Pres-
ident Pezeshkian issued a two-month
compliance period for government
agencies to install solar panels, effec-
tive June 21.

Simultaneously with the unprecedent-
ed increase in air temperature in recent
weeks and the likelihood of its contin-
uation in the coming days, electrici-
ty consumption is predicted to reach
77,000 megawatts. This is while this
level of consumption occurred last year
during the peak network load periods.
Ahmadi recalled that over the past
four decades, Iran Water and Power

Resources Development Company has
implemented over 70% of the country’s
hydroelectric power plants, describing
these plants as part of renewable facili-
ties that "consume no fuel and provide
significant support to the national elec-
tricity grid."

"In recent years, the pace of developing
such power plants has slowed due to
certain financial challenges and con-
straints. Nevertheless, viable projects
still exist that warrant construction and
should be pursued,” he added.

Development of pumped-
storage power plants

Also, Ahmadi said, "Renewable and
wind power plants may not align their
production with consumption periods;
for instance, wind plants might operate
at night due to wind availability while
the grid has no demand for it."

He explained, "To address this issue,
other countries connect the generated
electricity to pumped-storage power

plants. This allows surplus electricity to
be stored and fed into the grid during
peak consumption times."

The Director of the Engineering Office
at SATBA continued, "If we develop re-
newable power plants and simultane-

ously expand pumped-storage power
plants at certain dams, the utilization of
renewable energy will yield better per-
formance, and we will achieve greater
stability in electricity supply from these
plants."



Jr

4

Deep Dive

Prisons, Hospitals Hit; Israel Breaks All Rules

Iran Daily = Monday, July 7, 2025

Legal grounds for condemning
Israel's attack on Evin Prison

By Nasrollah Ebrahimi

Attorney, university professor

According to the principles and rules of
international law, the aggressive act of
the occupying Zionist regime in target-
ing Evin Prison’s facilities — especially
in causing harm to prisoners and violat-
ing their fundamental rights — consti-
tutes a flagrant breach of human rights
and humanitarian law. Such conduct not
only tramples on the principles of hu-
man protection, human dignity, and the
basic rights of prisoners, but also flies in
the face of the prohibitions against war
crimes and crimes against humanity.
Below, several legal bases and reasons
for condemning the occupying regime’s
criminal assault on Evin Prison’s facili-
ties are set out:

1. Violation of Iran’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity: The mili-
tary incursion by the occupying Zionist
regime into Iran’s domestic facilities,
including Evin Prison, amounts to a
violation of Iran’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity under the UN Charter
and international law. Article 2(4) of the
Charter states that “All Members shall
refrain in their international relations
from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political in-
dependence of any state, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the Purposes
of the United Nations.” Article 2(7) fur-
ther prohibits intervention in the inter-
nal affairs of other states. The regime’s
aggressive actions, including the attack
on Evin Prison, run counter to these
fundamental principles.

2. Breach of human rights and hu-
manitarian law: The principle of re-
spect for life and human dignity, as
enshrined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (1948), underscores the
need to safeguard the health and secu-
rity of all individuals, including pris-
oners. Attacks on prisons and civilian
facilities violate the rights of prisoners
and civilians and go against the princi-
ples of human protection. Article 6 of
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (adopted December 16, 1966)
places the right to life and personal se-
curity among the obligations of states.
The military assault on Evin Prison by
the occupying regime breaches these
rights, making the regime fully respon-
sible for all damages and crimes result-
ing from its actions.

3. Violation of the principles of neces-
sity and proportionality: The attack
on Evin Prison breaks with the princi-
ple that any military operation must be
necessary and proportionate to the ac-
tual threat. An attack without legitimate
grounds or a real and imminent threat
is unlawful. Since Evin Prison does not
count as a military target and does not
pose a real or imminent security threat,
the military strike on the facility lacks le-
gal justification under international law
and adds up to a violation of the laws of
war. Harm to prisoners and destruction
of prison facilities amount to a breach of
prisoners’ fundamental rights and are
also seen as a violation of human rights
and humanitarian law. Failure to observe
the prohibition against war crimes —
namely, any criminal act that causes
widespread and unnecessary harm to
civilians or civilian property — can be
classified as a war crime.

4. War of aggression and war crimes:
International humanitarian law, espe-
cially the Fourth Geneva Convention
(1949) and its Additional Protocols, lays
down that military operations must be
directed solely at military objectives and
must avoid harm to civilians. Any delib-
erate and unlawful act resulting in the
killing, injury, or destruction of civilian
property constitutes a war crime. At-

T
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tacks on prisons and domestic facilities,
particularly when they lead to harm to
civilians and prisoners, fit the bill for
war crimes. The Geneva Conventions
oblige states to protect civilians and ci-
vilian property during armed conflict.
Several articles of the Fourth Geneva
Convention, such as Articles 37, 38, 52,
and 147, stress the following: First, pris-
oners may only be targeted if there is a
legitimate military objective and in ac-
cordance with the principles of necessity
and proportionality; Targeting innocent
prisoners is prohibited. Second, prison-
ers’ rights must be protected and harm
to them must be prevented; All military
actions must be carried out in line with
humanitarian and human rights princi-
ples. Third, attacks must focus on mil-
itary objectives, and harm to civilian
targets and facilities must be avoided.
Fourth, any military act resulting in un-
necessary destruction, harm to civilians,
or unjustified targeting of civilian inter-
ests counts as a war crime.

On this basis, any military operation by
the occupying regime against Evin Pris-
on’s facilities, without a direct military
objective, runs afoul of international
law and brings with it international le-
gal and criminal liability.

5. Criminal and international respon-
sibility of the occupying regime: The
military assault on Evin Prison by the
occupying regime, as a war crime and
crime against humanity, falls under the
jurisdiction of international criminal law.
The Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court (icc) and various provi-
sions of the Geneva Conventions consid-
er war crimes to include attacks on civil-
ians, civilian facilities, and violations of
human protection, making such offenses
subject to international legal action.
Therefore, full responsibility for any
crime or military aggression against Evin
Prison’s facilities rests with the occupying
regime and its commanders and agents.
The personal responsibility of perpetra-
tors, including those who give the or-
ders, carry out, or bring about such war
crimes, can be pursued in international or
national courts with jurisdiction.

In light of the above, the occupying re-
gime’s aggressive action against Evin
Prison’s facilities — when these were
not military targets — stands as a bla-
tant violation of the governing princi-
ples of international law, human rights,
and humanitarian law. As such, it makes
the regime and those responsible for its
war crimes liable to prosecution in in-

The photo shows a room inside Evin Prison’s
infirmary in Tehran, Iran, on June 28, 2025, that was
seriously damaged after Israel’s brutal, unlawful
attack against the facility during its 12-day-long war
of aggression against Iran.

MOSTAFA ROUDAKI/MIZANONLINE

ternational courts.

The Iranian judiciary must take all nec-
essary steps to pursue legal and criminal
accountability against the occupying re-
gime in both domestic and international
courts. The international community,
too, under international law, is obliged
to condemn this act of aggression, hold
the violators to account, and make use of
all legal avenues to restore the lost rights
of the Iranian people.

The article first appeared in Persian on
Mizan news agency.

Photographers from international news agencies take
photos of the facilities of Evin Prison in Tehran, Iran,
on June 29, 2025, that were seriously damaged after
Israel’s brutal, unlawful attack during its 12-day-long

war of aggression against Iran.

KOOSHA MAHSHID FALLAHI/MIZANONLINE

Anattackwithout
legitimate grounds
orarealand
imminentthreat
isunlawful.Since
Evin Prison does
notcountasa
military targetand
doesnotposea
realorimminent
security threat, the
military strike onthe
facility lacks legal
justificationunder
international law
andaddsuptoa
violationofthe laws
ofwar.
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Red Crescent aid workers’ deaths

heartbreaking: /CRC official

Upholding ‘humanity’ in war imperative

INTERVIEW

In the early hours of Friday, June 13, 2025, with the launch of a terrorist attack by the Zionist regime on Teh-
ran and several other Iranian cities, a number of military commanders, scientists, and civilians were killed.
On Sunday, June 22, 2025, the United States, by attacking three nuclear sites in Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan, joined forces with Netanyahu’s war
against Iran. Following this move, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi emphasized in a statement: “In accordance with the UN Charter and
its provisions allowing a legitimate response in self-defense, Iran reserves all options to defend its sovereignty, interests, and nation.”

Following the successful and pride-inspiring Operation Basharat-e-Fath by the Iranian Armed Forces in the early hours of Tuesday, June 24, 2025,

the criminal Zionist regime, after 11 days of brutal attacks, threw in the towel and was forced to accept a halt to aggression.

According to the latest forensic statistics, in the 12-day war waged by the Zionist regime against Iran, 935 martyrs have been identified, including

38 children and 102 women, some of whom were pregnant.
Vincent Cassard, head of the International Committee of the Red Cross (icrRc) delegation in Iran, in his first media interview since the start of the

Israeli military offensive against Iran and the ensuing 12-day war, pointed out the severe humanitarian consequences of the conflict. He stressed, “Each life lost among
humanitarian and medical teams is a tragedy for families and communities and cuts off a vital lifeline for the wounded and sick.”

He underscored the necessity for all parties to abide by international humanitarian law, noting that the recent conflict shattered the lives of thousands of civilians. He paid
tribute to the sacrifices of Red Crescent relief workers and warned against repeated attacks on medical and aid centers.
Below is the text of IRNA’s interview with Cassard.

Vincent Cassard

As you know, after 12 days of war, the
Israeli regime called for a pause. What
is your view on this cessation of Israeli
aggression?

CASSARD: Throughout the hostilities, I
was on the ground with my colleagues.
We witnessed the destruction of homes,
people driven from their homes, and fam-
ilies torn apart by loss, each case leaving
behind deep emotional scars.

The ICRC’s main focus during conflicts is
the humanitarian impact, especially on ci-
vilians. This armed conflict took a heavy
toll on civilians: Many were killed, more
were wounded, and hundreds of families
ended up homeless.

The human cost of this war also includes
its psychological aftermath, which goes
far beyond the fighting itself. We recog-
nize the urgent need of civilians caught
up in this war for peace and hope that the
cease-fire brings about the stability they
are seeking.

During the Israeli attacks on Iran, ci-
vilian facilities including hospitals and
residential buildings were targeted.
What is the ICRC'’s position on this?
The ICRC is an impartial, neutral, and in-
dependent organization, with the exclu-
sive humanitarian mission to protect the
lives and dignity of victims of war and in-
ternal violence and to provide them with
assistance.

Instead of calling out parties publicly,
we engage in bilateral and confidential
dialogue with the parties to the conflict,
reminding them of their responsibilities
under international humanitarian law. All
parties in any armed conflict must always
do everything possible to protect civil-
ians and civilian infrastructure, including
medical facilities.

International humanitarian law is in place
to shield civilians during war and to en-
sure that even in conflict, our humanity
is kept intact. The rules of armed conflict
are designed to limit human suffering, and
these rules must be upheld by all sides.

Iranian aid workers rush to deliver aid among the
debris to those hurt by Israeli air strikes during its
12-day-long war of aggression against Iran.

IRNA

Since the beginning of the Israeli at-
tacks, the Iranian Red Crescent Society
has been actively involved in relief ef-
forts. How do you assess the Red Cres-
cent’s activities, and what support has
the ICRC provided?

The Iranian Red Crescent Society has
been at the forefront of humanitarian
action in the country. From the very
first hours of the escalation, Red Cres-
cent teams mobilized swiftly to roll out
life-saving assistance.

Their volunteers and staff demonstrated
exceptional courage and commitment —
delivering first aid, carrying out search and
rescue operations, and handing out emer-
gency relief items in extremely challenging
conditions, all in addition to their broad,
long-term humanitarian programs.

The Red Crescent’s ability to adapt quick-
ly and keep up essential services in the
face of crisis is a testament to the strength
and professionalism of its relief workers.
Since the escalation, the ICRC has worked
closely with the Iranian Red Crescent and
relevant authorities to aid with the hu-
manitarian response. This cooperation
includes logistical coordination, provi-
sion of emergency supplies, and techni-
cal consultations to make sure frontline
responders are safe and prepared.

The ICRC stands ready to carry on its activ-

ities supporting and assisting those under
its protection, in line with the Geneva Con-
ventions, as it has done in Iran in the past.
We also commend the Ministry of Health
for its timely and coordinated response
to the medical needs of the wounded.
Despite the pressure of a rapidly chang-
ing situation, health professionals sprang
into action to provide emergency care
and ensure the continuity of essential
health services.

During the recent conflict, five Red
Crescent aid workers were Killed. As
we all know, under the laws of war,
these individuals should not be tar-
geted. What is your view?

The loss of our Iranian Red Crescent
colleagues during this armed conflict is
deeply painful for all of us at the ICRC.
Our hearts go out to their families and
loved ones, who have borne the brunt of
this tremendous loss.

During this latest escalation, the ICRC
watched with concern as attacks led to
heavy civilian casualties. These attacks
affected medical facilities, ambulances,
and Red Crescent staff and volunteers.
The ICRC stresses that medical personnel
and aid workers must be protected under
international humanitarian law and calls
on all parties to stick to these rules.

Members of the Iranian Red Crescent Society with

teary eyes put flowers on one of the ambulances that

were targeted by Israel against international laws, in

Tehran’s Hafte Tir Square on June 22, 2025.
MAHNAZ GHOBAKHLOO/SNN

Each life lost among humanitarian and
medical teams is a tragedy for families
and communities and cuts off a vital life-
line for the wounded and sick.
Regrettably, such losses are no longer
rare events. We see Red Cross and Red
Crescent volunteers caught in the cross-
fire and even killed on the frontlines of
conflicts worldwide.

This situation once again drives home
the urgent need for all parties to respect
humanitarian actors and guarantee safe
access to those in need.

The article first appeared in Persian on
IRNA.

The photo shows the level of damage inflicted on a
hospital room in Kermanshah, western Iran, targeted
by Israeli attacks during its 12-day-long war of
aggression against Iran.

ALIREZA MOLAVI/IRNA

Duringthis latest
escalation, the
ICRCwatched with
concernasattacks
led to heavy civilian
casualties. These
attacksaffected
medicalfacilities,
ambulances,and
Red Crescent staff
andvolunteers.The
ICRCstressesthat
medical personnel
and aid workers
must be protected
underinternational
humanitarian law
andcallsonall
partiestostickto
theserules.
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Ex-Iran
international

Hashemian
appointed
Persepolis manager

( Sports Desk )

Former Iranian striker Vahid
Hashemian has been named
the new head coach of Persian
Gulf Pro League club Persepo-
lis, ending days of uncertainty
surrounding the Tehran Reds’
managerial position.
Hashemian, 48, succeeds
Turkish coach Ismail Kartal,
who parted ways with the
club last week in the after-
math of the 12-day war be-
tween Iran and Israel.
Kartal joined Persepolis in
January, leading the team to
eight wins and four draws in
16 matches across all com-
petitions. However, after the
Reds finished third in the
league - their lowest league
position in 10 seasons - he
opted to walk out on his 1.5-
year contract amid concerns
over further regional conflict.
Hashemian’s appointment

is widely seen as a major
gamble for the club, which
has won seven league titles
since the 2016/17 season,
given his significant lack of
experience as a head coach
in senior club football.

The Iranian will still aim to
build on his distinguished
career as a player, having
scored 53 goals in 254 ap-
pearances for Bundesliga
clubs VfL Bochum, Hannover
96, Hamburger SV, and Bay-
ern Munich before hanging
up his boots at Persepolis in
2012.

Hashemian, who began his
coaching career as a at the
German fifth-tier league,
worked as an assistant coach
at the Hamburg U17 side in
the 2017/18 season before
serving as a number two
to former Iran head coach-
es Marc Wilmots and Dra-
gan Skocic during the 2022

World Cup Asian qualifiers.
Hashemian began his coach-
ing career in Germany’s fifth
tier before taking up an as-
sistant role with Hamburg’s
U17 side in the 2017/18
campaign. He also served as
a number two to former Iran
managers Marc Wilmots and
Dragan Skocic during the
2022 World Cup Asian qual-
ifiers.

He inherits a star-studded,
yet imbalanced squad at
Persepolis, after the club
signed four established
wingers - along with goal-
keeper Payam Niazmand and
attacking midfielder Reza
Shekari - at Kartal’s behest
during the current transfer
window, with a center-back,
a right fullback, and a hold-
ing midfielder likely to be on
the new manager’s wishlist
ahead of the upcoming sea-
son.

PERSEPOLIS FC

Azarpira beats Bazri to Iranian FS 97Kkg slot for World Championships

( Sports Desk >

Freestyle wrestler Amir-Ali
Azarpira secured his place in the
Iranian 10-man squad for Septem-
ber’s World Championships in Za-
greb, thanks to a 3-0 victory over
Ahmad Bazri in the domestic 97kg
decider in Tehran on Friday.
Azarpira, who had been sidelined
with a torn ligament injury fol-
lowing an Olympic bronze-win-
ning campaign in Paris last year,
was given a shot at a place in the
Croatian capital after returning to
action at the Matteo Pellicone Me-
morial in Sassari, Italy, in June.
The defeat, meanwhile, came as a
major disappointment for Bazri,
who had excelled throughout the
Iranian team’s selection process,
grabbing the gold medals in May’s

International Takhti Cup in Isfa-
han, and then the UWW Ranking
Series event in Ulaanbaatar last
month, before ultimately falling
short against the 23-year-old
Azarpira.

Azarpira took a 1-0 lead at the
break, after Bazri was cautioned
for passivity, and then scored a
takedown in the second period to
clinch the victory.

Azarpira - a two-time world un-
der-23 gold medalist - is the
eighth Iranian freestyle wrestler
to punch his Zagreb ticket fol-
lowing reigning world champion
Amirhossein Zare’ (125kg), Olympic
silver medalist Rahman Amouzad
(65kg), and two-time world champi-
on Kamran Qassempour (86kg), as
well as Ali Mo’'meni (57kg), Ahmad
Mohammadnejad-Javan (61kg),

Younes Emami (74kg), and Amirhos-
sein Firouzpour (92kg).

The 70kg and 79kg slots remain
up for grabs and will be decided
after the final Ranking Series event
of the season - starting July 17 in
Budapest, Hungary - where Ab-
bas Ebrahimzadeh and Sina Khali-
li (70kg) plus Mahdi Yousefi and
Fariborz Babaei (79kg) will have to
walk away with the ultimate prize
in their respective weight classes
to stand a chance of a spot at the
World Championships.

Freestyle 97kg wrestler Amir-Ali Azarpira (L)
has his hand raised as the winner after a 3-0
victory over fellow-Iranian Ahmad Bazri in
Tehran, Iran, on July 4, 2025.

AMIRREZA ALI-ASGARI/IAWFIR

Portuguese Alves
eyeing Tractor exit

( Sports Desk )

Portuguese midfielder Ri-
cardo Alves has informed
Tractor SC of his intention
to terminate his contract
with the Persian Gulf Pro
League champion.

The Iranian club, however,
said in a statement that it
would firmly reject Alves’s
request and the Portuguese
would have to report for
the first training session
of the preseason in Tabriz
today.

Alves, whose contract runs
until July 2026, has made

the decision amid con-
cerns over further conflict
between Iran and Israel.
Israel launched an aerial
aggression on Iranian ter-
ritory in the early hours of
June 13, which led to a 12-
day war, before a ceasefire
went into effect between
the two countries.

Should Alves’s departure
go twhrough, it will be a
major blow for Tractor and
Croatian head coach Dra-
gan Skocic ahead of their
domestic league title de-
fense and participation at
the AFC Champions League

Elite.

Having joined the north-
west Iranian club in 2022,
the central midfielder has
scored eight goals, while
providing his teammates
with a remarkable 31 as-
sists, in 95 appearances in
all competitions for Trac-
tor.

Deeply adored by Tractor
fans, Alves finished atop
the league’s assists chart
in back-to-back seasons
before playing a pivotal
role in helping the club lift
its maiden top-flight trophy
in May.
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A visit to majestic Kani Gravan Spring

( Iranica Desk )

Kani Gravan Spring is one
of the most beautiful at-
tractions in Sardasht, West
Azarbaijan Province, lo-
cated just two kilometers
from the city of Rabat and
near a village called Kani
Guiz. This spring bubbles
from the earth and fea-
tures unique attractions
around it; the limestone
hill is a natural formation
that showcases the area’s
beauty.

To visit Kani Gravan
Spring, simply drive along
the Sardasht-Mahabad
road for about 30 to 35
minutes. After passing the
town of Ravar, take a dirt
road, navigating through
wheat fields and oak for-
ests as you head west,
IRNA wrote.

The cold water of this
spring is not drinkable
due to its salinity; over
time, the sedimentation of
minerals has created a col-
orful limestone structure
around it, enhancing the
spring’s beauty. Addition-

ally, the chemical interac-
tions in the spring water
have caused this structure
to grow taller each year.
The healing properties
of this spring are numer-
ous, categorizing it among
sparkling mineral springs
widely used for beauty
and skin care. The pres-
ence of natural minerals in
the water has fostered the
development of therapeu-
tic tourism in the area, at-
tracting many visitors each
year seeking treatment for
skin diseases, bone pain,
and conditions like rheu-
matism and muscle pain.
As the water flows on the
surface, it leaves behind
materials that gradually
form an interesting conical
mass, resulting in a color-
ful hill. This hill, set against
the lush nature of the
region, creates a pictur-
esque view with a beauti-
ful spectrum of colors. The
limestone structure from
which the spring emerges
stands about 20 meters
high. The river flowing at
the foot of this natural for-

mation becomes abundant
in the spring season, nour-
ishing its surroundings
and providing a delightful,
green landscape filled with
blooming meadows.

The water from this spring
eventually flows into the
Little Zab River. The ori-
gin of the spring’s name

is unclear; many locals in-
terpret it as a term in the
Kurdish language. In Kurd-
ish, Gravan means heavy
water, possibly referring to
the high mineral content in
this spring’s water.

On the way to Kani Gravan
Spring via the Mahabad
road, you will encoun-

ter lush nature, pleasant
weather, and beautiful
scenery, especially in the
spring when the wheat
fields, oak forests, and
flowing waterfalls create
unparalleled beauty. The
limestone hills, with their
unique color contrasts,
captivate every viewer and

provide an appealing at-
mosphere for photography.
You can set up a picnic in
the meadows surrounding
the spring and enjoy the
splendor of this magnifi-
cent nature for hours.

The peak beauty of this re-
gion occurs in spring and
summer when its rushing
rivers, lush landscapes,
and pleasant weather are
on display. With the arriv-
al of autumn and the onset
of winter, the spring and
surrounding nature trans-
form into a different kind
of beauty; the freezing and
snow-capping of the lime-
stone hill during these
seasons present visitors
and nature lovers with a
unique and breathtaking
sight.

Access to the spring is
easy, making it suitable
for people of all ages; on
the way to the waterfall,
you will encounter a stun-
ning mountain road. When
traveling to West Azarbai-
jan Province, be sure to in-
clude a visit to this spring
in your itinerary, especially

Echoes of Seljuks in
architectural marvel of
Mehmandust Tower

R e et
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( Iranica Desk )

Mehmandust Tower, also known
as Masumzadeh Tower, is situat-
ed to the south of Mehmandust
village, approximately twenty ki-
lometers northeast of Damghan
in Semnan Province. This histor-
ical structure dates back to the
Seljuk dynasty, having been con-
structed in 1097 during the reign
of Ahmad Sanjar. It is recognized
as a national heritage site.

The tower shares several sim-
ilarities with Toghrol Tower in
Shahr-e Rey, Tehran Province,
including comparable construc-
tion dates and architectural
features. Toghrol Tower, a brick
structure, serves as the tomb of
the Seljuk ruler Toghrol Beig.
Standing about twelve meters
tall, Mehmandust Tower is built
from brick and sarooj, a wa-
ter-resistant mortar. The build-
ing has a cylindrical shape with
twelve angles, one of which fea-
tures a tall entrance with blind
arches — arches that have been
filled in and do not serve as pas-
sageways — as well as intricate
muqarnas decorations, a hall-
mark of Islamic architecture.
While the main dome of the
tower has been destroyed, the
remaining structure reaches
approximately 14 meters in
height. The upper part of the
tower bears two inscriptions:

one in Kufic script and the oth-
er in Bannai script. Inside the
tower, three tombstones can
be found; one is made of brick,
while the other two are crafted
from stone. The precision in the
construction of this tower is ev-
ident, as the ornamented edges
of the cornices are visible even
from the base. These edges are
created by cutting the bricks
into sharp or curved shapes, re-
sembling sculptures.

In 2017, Mehmandust Tower
underwent renovation under
the supervision of the provincial
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts,
and Tourism Organization,
which included repointing, brick
relocation, and cleaning.

Historical context of
Damghan

Damghan is a city rich in history
and culture, with numerous at-
tractions that reflect its ancient
heritage. The city is known for
its historical significance as a
key stop on the Silk Road.
Throughout its history, Damghan
has played a vital role in various
dynasties, serving as a center of
culture, commerce, and politics.
The city has witnessed the rise
and fall of empires, from the Ach-
aemenids to the Sassanids and
the Seljuks. Its strategic location
made it an essential hub on trade
routes, facilitating the exchange

of goods and ideas between
the East and West.
Damghan’s archaeological
sites reveal layers of histo-
ry, with relics and artifacts
that highlight its signifi-
cance in ancient Persia.
The city has a wealth
of historical narratives
that date back thou-
sands of years, ensuring
it remains an important part of
Iran’s cultural landscape today
One of the most notable land-
marks in Damghan is the
Tarikhaneh Temple, thought to be
one of the oldest places of worship
in Iran, dating back to the Sassanid
period. This temple is renowned
for its stunning brickwork and
intricate designs, showcasing the
architectural prowess of its era.
Another significant attraction is
the Jaame (Grand) Mosque, which
boasts a beautiful minaret that
dates back to the Seljuk period.
The mosque reflects the archi-
tectural style of the time with its
elegant dome and intricate tile
work, offering visitors a glimpse
into the city’s Islamic heritage.
Visitors to Damghan are not
only treated to its architectural
wonders but also to the warm
hospitality of its people and the
vibrant local culture, making
it a compelling destination for
anyone interested in exploring
Iran’s rich heritage.

since it is considered the
most famous tourist at-
traction in Sardasht after
the Shalamash Waterfall.
Kani Gravan Spring was
registered as a national
heritage site in Iran on
February 25, 2018, along-
side the Shalamash Wa-
terfall. The border city of
Sardasht, which shares
a border with northern
Iraq, is one of the green-
est and rainiest cities in
the country, earning it the
nickname “a piece of par-
adise."

The untouched forests of
the Zagros Mountains and
the lush, rich vegetation,
combined with the high
and misty passes, capture
the attention of every trav-
eler and tourist, leaving
beautiful and lasting im-
pressions in their hearts.
Every year, as spring ap-
proaches and the Nowruz
(Iranian New Year) holidays
begin, the beautiful nature
of Sardasht and its tourist
attractions provide a suit-
able and memorable desti-

nation for visitors.
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Minister pays tribute to writers as
‘suardians of truth’ on Iran’s Pen Day

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, Abbas Salehi, marked the
country’s National Pen Day on Satur-
day, calling it a time to honor "thought,
meaning, and creation.”

In a formal statement released by the
ministry, Salehi praised writers, poets,
and intellectuals as guardians of truth
and national identity, IRNA reported.
Pen Day, observed on July 5 this year,
is officially recognized by the Iranian
government. First proposed by the
Iran Pen Association and later ratified
by the Supreme Council of Cultural
Revolution, the day celebrates literary

contributions across the country. The
date serves as a reminder of the vital
role writers play in shaping public
thought and preserving Iran’s cultural
memory.

“The pen is not merely a tool,” Salehi
wrote. “It is a trustee of truth, the vig-
ilant conscience of society, and the ex-
pressive voice of our culture.”

He described the act of writing as both
sacred and civic—especially when "the
ink of the pen blends with the people’s
pain and hope for the future."

In a nod to current political and social
dynamics, the minister commended
writers who have chronicled Iran’s
“national solidarity and social maturi-

ty” He saluted those who had written
about Iran and for Iran—"responsibly,
courageously, and with integrity."
Salehi also paid tribute to authors
who have worked quietly and faith-
fully, describing them as torchbearers
of wisdom. “They use words not for
decoration, but for explanation and
truth-telling,” he wrote. His message
concluded with a prayer for continued
success for the nation’s cultural and
media community in “defending truth
and illuminating minds.”

National Pen Day has grown in promi-
nence in recent years amid increasing
calls for intellectual freedom and cul-
tural resilience in Iran’s literary circles.

Urartian royal inscription unearthed near lake Urmia

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iranian researchers uncov-
ered the first hard evidence
of King Rusa I of Urartu’s
presence east of Lake Urmia,
the Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Research Institute
confirmed.

The discovery — a rock in-
scription found in Qarajalu, a
remote area of East Azarbai-
jan province — marks a ma-
jor breakthrough in Urartian
studies. It’s the earliest doc-
umented proof of the king’s
eastern military expansion,
dating back to the reign of

Rusa I, son of Sarduri II, in
the 8th century BCE (circa 714
BCE / Persian year 1287 BC).

The engraved stone, embed-
ded in a cliff near the his-
toric fortress of Yeddi-Otaq
close to the city of Ahar, was
decoded and recorded using
photogrammetry by Iranian
archaeologists.

Until now, only references to
other Urartian rulers — such
as Argishti I, Sarduri II, and
Argishti [I — had been found
in this part of Iran. The new
inscription reveals a differ-
ent chapter. The readable
section of the stone reads:

“To the powerful god, my
lord. Rusa, son of Sarduri,
says: I conquered this land...
and built this fortress.”

According to the research
team — Maryam Dara from
the Cultural Heritage Insti-
tute, Hossein Naseri of Bu-
Ali Sina University, and ar-
chaeologist Mohammadreza
Rokni — the inscription had
survived both environmental
wear and vandalism. Its con-
tent suggests King Rusa led a
campaign through the Ahar-
Chay Valley and Qaradag
mountains, underscoring the
region’s strategic importance

to the Urartians.

“This is a landmark discov-
ery,” the institute said in a
statement, calling it the first
physical confirmation of
Rusa I's activities east of the
lake. The text not only doc-
uments military conquest
but also references the con-
struction of a fortress — in-
dicating permanent control
and strategic planning in the
region.

Experts believe the inscrip-
tion will help redefine the
boundaries of the Urartian
kingdom’s influence in north-
western Iran.
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