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Minister says call 
for 5KW rooftop 
solar farms 
to launch next week

Iran sees tourism 
as nat’l asset to 
tackle economic, 
social challenges: 
Deputy minister
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Austria stable, 
low-profile partner  
for Iran in startups, AI: 
Businessman

4

Reviving  Sistan 
and Baluchestan 
Province’s craft 
heritage is crucial
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Asian U20 Wrestling 
Championships:

Iran targets 
double team 
crowns  
in Bishkek 6

BRICS condemns Israel-US offensive against Iran
Araghchi: Aggression dealt severe blow to diplomacy, rule of law
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Pezeshkian: Return
to talks conditioned on
‘trust in dialogue process’

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshki-
an said in an interview with former 
Fox News host Tucker Carlson that 
the Islamic Republic has no prob-
lem with re-entering talks with the 
United States on its peaceful nuclear 
program but the decision is contin-
gent upon confidence-building mea-
sures throughout the negotiation 
process so that the Israeli regime 
will not be authorized to launch new 
aggression on Iranian soil.
Before Israel’s US-backed war on the 
Islamic Republic on June 13, Tehran 
and Washington held five rounds of 
indirect talks mediated by the Sul-
tanate of Oman, which were hailed 
by both sides as “positive” and “mov-
ing forward.”
The talks were shelved after the full-
scale aggression which spiraled onto 
a whole new level by the US bombing 
of the three Iranian nuclear facili-

ties of Natanz, Fordow and Isfahan 
on June 22 as part of an aerial offen-
sive, codenamed Midnight Hammer.
The assault was shortly reciprocat-
ed by Iran’s daring strikes on the 
Qatar-based al-Udeid Airbase, the 
largest American military base in 
the region.
“We have no problem with nego-
tiations. However, the atrocities 
that the Zionist regime has per-
petrated in the region and our 
country, including the assassina-
tion and martyrdom of our com-
manders in their homes – which 
is considered a war crime – and 
the martyrdom of our scientists 
along with their families and chil-
dren, the killing of innocents, and 
the bombing of pregnant women, 
h ave  e x a c e r b a t e d 
the situation. To kill 
one person, the Zionist regime has 
torn down a building on people!” 
Pezeshkian said.
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Talks with 
Europe only 
make sense 
within US 
negotiations 
framework   
Keeping diplomatic 
channels open essential
 

 

Europe’s stance toward Iran’s 
nuclear program has become 
increasingly hostile—though it 
was never exactly warm to begin 
with. The positions taken by the 
three European parties to the 
2015 nuclear talks—Germany, 
France, and Britian—during Is-
rael’s recent aggression against 
Iran made this abundantly clear. 
Their support for Israel was un-
mistakably one-sided.
In the case of Germany, even 
language deemed inappropriate 
in international diplomacy was 
used in defense of Israel. This 
shift underscores how much Eu-
ropean-Iranian relations have 
deteriorated in recent years. 
Countries that once tried to play 
the role of mediators now appear 
to have firmly aligned themselves 
with one side—against Iran.
Europe’s sharply confrontation-
al tone during Israel’s military 
action can be attributed to how 
they viewed the war—not as a 
localized conflict, but as part of 
a showdown between a unified 
West and a collective East. With-
in this framework, Iran was seen 
as the “weak link” in the Eastern 
bloc, and striking at it was per-
ceived as a means of reinforcing 
a Western-led global order root-
ed in their own values and prior-
ities.
The nuclear negotiations are also 
shaped by this mindset. Europe-
an actors believe that Iran is op-
erating from a position of weak-
ness and that this allows them 
to exert pressure. Their main 
leverage: the so-called “snap-
back” mechanism, which they 
are poised to use to extract con-
cessions at the negotiating table.
Such tactics should not be dis-
missed as mere psychological 
warfare. While elements of it 
may serve that purpose, the 
strategy is being pursued with 
seriousness. Europe is clearly 
aiming to maximize pressure to 
secure the upper hand in talks.
Even before Israel’s military 
strikes, there was a strong like-
lihood that the snapback mech-
anism could be triggered. Should 
talks fail to yield results, Europe-
an governments—keen to curry 
favor with the United States—
may well move forward with it. 
While their inter-
ests do not fully 
overlap with Washington’s, on 
this issue their agendas align.

O P I N I O N

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
talks to US conservative talk show host 
Tucker Carlson in a video interview 
conducted remotely and aired on July 
7, 2025.
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