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be backed by supporting institu-
tions and the media itself, both 
legally and professionally. This, 
of course, requires proper legis-
lation. While there are protective 
laws in the press code and else-
where, we still need supplemen-
tary regulations, since the lack of 
support remains palpable.
As a result, a journalist who fol-
lows up on a story to the fullest 
and even manages to dig up sol-
id evidence may find their work 
goes nowhere because of the 
risks that publishing such materi-
al would pose to the media outlet.
All in all, in my view, right now 
in our country, the conditions 
are more favorable for analytical 
journalism than for investigative 
or exposé journalism. Analytical 
journalism helps get to the root 
of issues.

What role do organizational 
structures play in elevating 
investigative journalism, and 
to what extent do media out-
lets in our country make use 
of their resources for investi-
gative reporting?
Preparing investigative reports, 
given their sensitive and com-
plex nature, usually takes up a 
lot of time. One successful ex-
ample is the exposure of child 
abuse in a Catholic church in 
Massachusetts by a group of 
journalists, which won them the 
2003 Pulitzer Prize for Public 
Service and was depicted in the 
acclaimed 2015 film, Spotlight. 
This report was the result of 
months of teamwork by the Bos-
ton Globe journalists who holed 
up in a basement and put aside 
their daily duties to focus solely 
on this story.
Or take the Watergate scandal, 
a major political scandal in US 
history that ultimately brought 
down president Richard Nixon. 
Two young Washington Post re-
porters, Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein, pieced together the 
elements of the spying and intelli-
gence-gathering on Nixon’s rivals, 
eventually revealing that Nixon 
himself was aware of the break-
in and illegal wiretapping at the 
Democratic headquarters. In the 
end, Nixon was forced to resign.
These two journalists stepped 
away from their usual newspa-
per work for months and poured 
all their energy into this inves-
tigation. Naturally, if our own 
media managers come around 
to the idea that investigative re-
porting can be so impactful, they 
might be persuaded to set up 
dedicated teams for such work.

Do current financial condi-
tions in the media — espe-
cially print media — allow 
journalists to step away from 
their daily routines for ex-
tended periods and take on 
such assignments?
At present, only a handful of our 
media outlets have the means 
to take on special projects. That 
said, these projects don’t neces-
sarily call for massive financial 
resources. For instance, a four- 
or five-person team could han-
dle such a task, needing only a 
dedicated room and workspace. 
But when some newspapers 
struggle to fill up their pages due 
to staff shortages, or when jour-
nalists are working on three- or 
six-month contracts, and outlets 
can’t even keep up with month-
ly payroll, it’s clear they’re in no 
position to take on these kinds 
of assignments.
On top of that, media managers 
need to be convinced that when 
journalists break away from 
their usual duties, they’ll pour 
all their energy into the mission 
and deliver the expected results.

My next question is about 
the educational groundwork 
needed to raise the bar for in-
vestigative journalism. Do our 
media outlets put much stock 
in on-the-job training and 
boosting the scientific know-
how of their journalists?
All in all, a range of factors must 
come together to set the stage 
for a healthy journalistic en-
vironment, in general, and for 
investigative journalism, in par-
ticular. These include social, po-
litical, and economic conditions, 
as well as both internal and ex-
ternal training.
Of course, recruiting talented 
individuals should also be on 
the agenda since investigative 
journalism, beyond training and 
resources, calls for a special tem-
perament and behavioral traits. 
Many skilled journalists may 
not be cut out for investigative 
work as it demands persistence, 
tenacity, courage, willpower, and 
tirelessness. You might knock on 
doors dozens of times with no 
answer, but you can’t lose heart; 
You must stick with it and even 
put yourself in harm’s way to get 
results. Training certainly helps 
build up the necessary skills, but 
it’s not enough — journalists 
themselves must be naturally 
inclined and possess the right 
traits.

How familiar do you think our 
journalists are with investiga-
tive journalism? If you asked 
members of a newsroom to 
define it and its capabilities, 
how many could come up with 
a solid answer?
Naturally, those with an academ-
ic background in the field are 
certainly familiar with investiga-
tive journalism and its required 
steps. But those who have actu-
ally rolled up their sleeves and 
participated in such work are 
very few. How well others know 
the field comes down to their 
personal interest in studying 
it, but in my view, not many in 
the newsrooms are truly up to 
speed.

Does this mean that many of 
our journalists lack the nec-
essary expertise for their pro-
fession?
Yes, this issue has been rearing 
its head since the late 2000s 
and early 2010s, with a notice-
able drop in the recruitment of 
capable staff in newsrooms. A 
newsroom is like a football team: 
Success depends on a mix of sea-
soned veterans and energetic 
newcomers. A newsroom needs 
an experienced, supportive team 
so that when a newcomer comes 
on board, they can draw on the 
knowledge of the old hands — 
ensuring that as veterans bow 
out, their experience is passed 
down to the next generation.
Unfortunately, in recent years, 
we’ve gradually seen a drop-off 

in experienced, capable staff in 
newsrooms. I’m not saying the 
entire generation of seasoned 
professionals has vanished, but 
many have gradually drifted 
away from journalism for other 
careers, while some have simply 
thrown in the towel due to tough 
working conditions and left the 
country altogether. As these ex-
perts and veterans move on, the 
two-way relationship between 
newcomers and experts breaks 
down, which inevitably takes a 
toll on the work.
At the same time, I believe that 
in recent years, the recruitment 
of new journalists has become 
somewhat careless. The reason 
is clear: When society gets hit by 
economic and social shocks, ev-
ery sector feels the impact. One 
factor is the weakened financial 
backbone of the media, which 
hampers their ability to bring 
in skilled professionals. Anoth-
er is the rise of favoritism over 
merit in hiring; In the past, few 
were hired thanks to personal 
connections, but now, some are 
brought in simply because they 
know the right people. While 
some of these hires may find 
their footing and stick around, 
the odds of a true standout 
emerging from this group are 
slim. These are just some of the 
reasons behind the weakening of 
our newsrooms.

As a seasoned veteran in the 
news and media profession, 
what advice would you give to 
build up a two-way relation-
ship between the government 
and the media so that we can 
see through issues clearly and 
bring about social and eco-
nomic justice?
In my view, the government 
must cut some slack and show 
more tolerance toward the me-
dia because the media are a cor-
nerstone of democracy and jus-
tice in society. Every government 

can lean on them to root out the 
ills and corruption that can even 
harm the government itself.
In our country and worldwide 
— not just recently but always 
— those in power and wealth, 
when they have vested inter-
ests, will naturally push back 
against any journalism that tries 
to poke into their affairs and call 
out their corruption. Those who 
hold the reins of power and cash 
in on illicit gains simply cannot 
stand losing their position, and 
they strike back at any perceived 
threat. So, under such circum-
stances, few journalists are will-
ing to step into such a dangerous 
arena. Even if they take on the 
risks and accept responsibility, 
the powers that be will stand in 
their way. Now imagine an in-
vestigative journalist who, with 
stealth and professionalism, un-
earths the schemes of economic 
corruptors so well that they can-
not shut him down. Even then, 
which media outlet would be 
willing to take the plunge and 
publish such a report without 
fear of repercussions?

We live in an age where social 
and virtual networks have 
carved out a major role in 
spreading news and events, 
and citizen journalists have 
broken into the information 
scene. To what extent can 
these citizen journalists pitch 
in as investigative reporters 
and help blow the whistle on 
corruption?
Naturally, with the internet’s 
expansion and new media tools 
like social networks available to 
the public, any ordinary person 
can now turn themselves into a 
mobile media outlet and put out 
photos and news in no time. But 
how accurate and impactful their 
work can be is another matter.
If you think, however, that social 
media and citizen journalists 
can fill in for official media and 

professional reporters, I haven’t 
bought into that yet. I can accept 
that such individuals can play a 
part in the news puzzle, but their 
reports cannot be counted on 
as official, precise, and credible 
sources by society. Right now, if 
you put out a piece of news on 
social media and simultaneous-
ly a widely circulated newspa-
per prints another story with a 
different angle and conclusion, 
which one would you put your 
trust in? Naturally, official media 
can tap into social networks and 
citizen journalism to their advan-
tage and use them as backup for 
newsroom staff, but they cannot 
take over the role of professional 
media and reporters.

What do you think is the eth-
ical boundary for journalists 
when digging into individ-
uals’ private lives to dig up 
information on a story or 
case — how can they stay out 
of private spheres while still 
getting to the bottom of nec-
essary facts?
This issue has been brought up 
since journalism began some 
400 years ago, and it took on a 
more serious shape from the 
late 19th century when journal-
ism became professionalized. 
The line journalists can cross 
into individuals’ private lives for 
news gathering has always been 
debated.
To me, privacy means exactly 
where your pursuit no longer 
serves the public interest. That’s 
the key point: Sometimes a per-
son’s behavior can impact mil-
lions, and that’s where journal-
ists step in. But where it’s about 
personal reputation and unre-
lated to the public good, jour-
nalists should back off. Knowing 
this boundary comes down to 
the journalist’s own wisdom. Of 
course, laws now largely spell 
out these limits.

Overall, it seems there is a 
connection between investi-
gative journalists and the po-
lice. How much can these two 
team up and lend a hand to 
each other?
In some cases, the work of po-
lice and investigative journalists 
overlaps. The police, with judi-
cial authority, have much more 
room to dig into the truth and 
get involved in matters than in-
vestigative journalists do. Our 
journalists lack broad legal tools 
to penetrate institutions and 
scrutinize their performance. So, 
if the legal framework opens up 
for journalists, they can certain-
ly collaborate closely with the 
police in many cases, and both 
sides’ work will mesh together 
more effectively.

At present, only 
a handful of our 
media outlets have 
the means to take 
on special projects. 
That said, these 
projects don’t 
necessarily call for 
massive financial 
resources. For 
instance, a four- or 
five-person team 
could handle such a 
task, needing only a 
dedicated room and 
workspace. But when 
some newspapers 
struggle to fill up 
their pages due to 
staff shortages, or 
when journalists are 
working on three- or 
six-month contracts, 
and outlets can’t 
even keep up with 
monthly payroll, 
it’s clear they’re in 
no position to take 
on these kinds of 
assignments.

The Boston Globe won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Public Service for this 2001–2002 
investigation into the priest abuse scandal in 
the Catholic Church.
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Jeremy Loffredo, an American investigative 
reporter, poses next to remnants of an 
Iranian-made missile headed for Israel. He 
was detained in solitary confinement in 
the West Bank by the Israeli authorities for 
reporting the extensive damage that Iran’s 
retaliatory attack inflicted on the military 
bases near Tel Aviv.
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