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Shahkuh Kharabeh;
a place of history, beauty, potentialities

C Iranica Desk )

In the heart of the majestic,
towering mountains of Goles-
tan Province, along the winding
and serpentine paths of Shah-
kuh-e Oliya village, lies a silent
and mysterious spot filled with
stories untold: Shahkuh Khara-
beh (which roughly translates to “Ruined
Shahkuh”). This place is where
stone walls whisper echoes of
prosperous days gone by, and
where its colorful soil remains
a vivid symbol of life, resilience,
and beauty.

Shahkuh Kharabeh is a hidden
corner of history, where time
seems to have stood still, mur-
muring its thousand-year-old
stories in majestic silence. It
is a village rich with history
— some researchers and local
residents believe it dates back
thousands of years, serving as a
relic from an era when humans
preferred the mountains over
the plains to forge a living and
establish their homes.

Many years ago, families made
their homes here. They built
houses with the strong, skill-
ful hands of mountain folk,
using stones and earth from
the surrounding terrain. These
dwellings once echoed with
the sounds of daily life — chil-
dren’s laughter and play, the
quiet whispers of cold moun-
tain nights, and the enduring
warmth of a tight-knit commu-
nity. Over time, however, and
with shifting living conditions,
these settlements gradually fell
into disuse. The reasons were
numerous including the harsh
cold of winter, difficult access
roads, migration to bustling cit-
ies in search of better opportu-
nities, and water shortages that
made sustenance increasingly
difficult.

Not long ago, Shahkuh Khara-
beh was alive with activity. Its
houses — constructed from
sturdy stone and clay — em-
bodied traditional architec-

ture, standing as testaments
to a harmonious relationship
with nature and the surround-
ing natural resources. The in-
habitants persevered through
hardships, creating a life woven
with resilience and hope. Win-
ters were cold and exhausting,
yet life in Shahkuh’s ruins bore
sweet memories, and summers
brought blessings and bounty.
It was a place where many gen-
erations grew up, forging their
identities amidst these rugged
surroundings, creating stories
and memories that endured.

But gradually, economic hard-
ships, inadequate infrastruc-
ture, and the migration of young
people seeking better oppor-

tunities caused the village to
decay. What once was a lively
community became a silent
relic. The walls crumbled, and

the narrow alleyways echoed
only with echoes of the past —
ghosts of a vibrant life.

Despite these silent ruins, Shah-
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kuh has never truly lost its spir-
it. Today, when you step into
this land, the tranquil silence of
the mountains and the endless
vistas of natural beauty trans-
port you into another world.
The soil itself, a testament to
the region’s unique environ-
ment, presents an extraordinary
palette: in some parts lush with
mountain vegetation, in others
grayish or reddish hues, cre-
ating a vivid tapestry of colors
that shimmer in the sunlight.

From atop its hills, the view
is breathtaking: surrounding
forests and mountains stretch
like a verdant, undulating wave
across the expansive horizon,
while the vast, limitless sky

above awakens the soul of every
nature lover. The place of Shah-
kuh Kharabeh is not merely an
abandoned site but a canvas of
potential — an opportunity for
sustainable and responsible
tourism in northern Iran.

With proper attention and care,
this area could evolve into one
of the country’s most attrac-
tive destinations for lovers of
nature, history, and adventure
alike. It is ideal for mountain
climbing, overnight camping,
nature photography, and expe-
riences of tranquility amidst
the mountains’ silent embrace.
In this untouched, pristine en-
vironment, visitors can connect
with authentic rural and moun-
tain life — something increas-
ingly rare in today’s fast-paced
world.

Furthermore, Shahkuh holds
the potential to become a hub
for eco-tourism, environmental
research, and historical studies.
It could serve as a captivating
location for filmmaking and
documentaries that explore
the beauty of nature and the
depths of history. Envision a fu-
ture where life is reborn amidst
the remnants of stone houses
and dirt pathways — families
returning to the village, tourists
respecting and preserving its
environment, all contributing
to a brighter tomorrow rooted
in the deep soil of history.

Now, more than ever, Shahkuh
Kharabeh calls for careful stew-
ardship and heartfelt attention
— an outlook that, amidst its
silent ruins and whispering
stones, recognizes not only a
glorious past but also a future
brimming with hope, revitaliza-
tion, and prosperity.

Perhaps it is time for the life of
this remarkable place to flow
once again in this part of the
eastern Alborz Mountains — a
life that honors both its storied
history and the delicate beauty
of nature, forging a harmonious
tomorrow.

Majesty of Khosrogerd Minaret
in Khorasan Razavi Province

C Iranica Desk )

Not very long ago, minarets
— often called guide towers
— were solemn human-made
structures placed in the heart
of deserts. They were built to
serve as visual guides for cara-
vans, helping them avoid losing
their way. Today, these minarets
still act as guides for travelers
who visit them, reliving the
history embedded within their
stones.

The Khosrogerd Minaret is lo-
cated ten kilometers east of the
city of Sabzevar, in Khorasan
Razavi Province. It dates back
to the twelfth century and is
among the few minarets that
have preserved their grandeur
until today.

Undoubtedly, the ancient trav-
elers who passed along the Silk
Road recorded many memories
of the Khosrogerd Minaret. In
fact, it can be said that the min-

aret was an integral part of the
Silk Road itself. In recent years,
after the separation of the two
lanes of the Tehran-Mashhad
route, the minaret now stands
between the two roads, visible
from both directions.

The Khosrogerd Minaret dates
back approximately nine
hundred years. It was con-
structed in 1112 by order of
Taj-o-Dowleh Ab-ol-Ghasem-

ibn-e-Saeed, during the Seljuk
dynasty. Its total height from
the base to the highest point
is just over thirty-two meters.
Compared to other buildings,
it remains the tallest historic
monument in Razavi Khorasan
Province.

The main material used in the
construction of the Khosrog-
erd Minaret is brick. These
bricks are supported by oth-
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er compounds such as wood
and a mortar mixture of mud,
limestone, sand, and clay. The
structure is composed of four
parts: the base, the main body,
the body, and the head. The
base is square-shaped, while
the main body is a tall cylinder.
To access the upper part of the
minaret, two stairways have
been built on the eastern and
western sides, each consisting

of six stairs.

At the top of the minaret, two
inscribed tablets written in Kuf-
ic script can be seen, along with
decorative patterns in diamond

shapes. According to archaeolo-
gists, the Khosrogerd Minaret is
a unique, standalone structure,
independent of any other con-
struction.



