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Deterrence Without Nukes: Iran’s Defense Strategy
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Iran’s doctrine rules out
nuclear weapons: /\/°

Negotiation marks ‘endgame of any conflict’

INTERVIEW Alaeddin Boroujerdi (born March 21, 1951), an Iranian politician and member of the 12th Iranian
Parliament representing the cities of Larestan, Khonj, Gerash, Evaz, and Juyom of the Fars Prov-

ince, has previously served as the representative for the city of Boroujerd across the 6th to 10th terms of the Parliament.
He has taken on the chairmanship of the National Security and Foreign Policy Committee during the 7th, 8th, 9th, and the
first two years of the 10th Parliament, and has held down posts such as Iran’s ambassador to China and special envoy for
Afghanistan in his diplomatic career.
In an interview, Boroujerdi fielded questions about the recent 12-day war and related issues, as follows:

How do you assess the bru-
tal war imposed on our
country by the Zionist re-
gime and the United States
over 12 days? What were its
origins?

BOROUJERDI: This was in-
deed an imposed war as we
have never been the ones
to set off a conflict, nor will
we ever be. We have always
acted in line with the United
Nations Charter, which rec-
ognizes the right of legitimate
self-defense for all countries.
We also stand up for our na-
tion’s right to defend itself.
What we did was a valiant
defense, and, time and again,
the Leader of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution, as Command-
er-in-Chief, has warned that if
the enemy makes a miscalcu-
lation against Iran and cross-
es the line, we will raze Tel
Aviv and Haifa to the ground.
The enemy brushed off the
Leader’s statements on the
international stage as mere
bravado, but what happened
— despite the heavy censor-
ship imposed by the Zionist
regime and its military — let
the world in on the fact that a
new and emerging power had
come onto the scene, chang-
ing the regional equation.
It’s worth recalling that
since 1949, when this can-
cerous tumor was planted
in the Islamic world by per-
fidious Britain, the Zionists
have brought about dire
conditions in the region by
massacring the oppressed
people of Palestine, displac-
ing millions, and creating an
unpleasant situation for the
Islamic world. Despite all the
wars waged by Egypt, Syria,
Jordan, and Iraq against the
Zionist regime, in every single
one, Israel pushed forward
and occupied more land.

This fed into the false notion
that the Zionist army was
invincible. But since 2000,
Hezbollah, as a rising force in
southern Lebanon, stood up
to Israel. In 2006, the Zionist
regime pulled together all its
might to wipe out Hezbol-
lah. Even then-US secretary
of state Condoleezza Rice,
during her visit to Lebanon,
announced that an opera-
tion would soon begin to
“close the Hezbollah file”. Is-
rael, under the pretext of two
captured soldiers, launched
an assault on Hezbollah in
southern Lebanon, targeting
only the Dahiyeh district of
Beirut and southern Lebanon,
thinking that, with what they
considered the world’s fourth
most powerful army, Hezbol-
lah would be wiped out in a
matter of days.

Yet, after several weeks, Isra-
el found itself in dire straits
against a lightly armed mi-
litia. Thousands of Israeli
citizens were holed up in

shelters, factories had shut
down, and the regime’s cohe-
sion was falling apart. Israel
wanted to call it quits, but the
US refused to end the war un-
less the “Hezbollah file” was
closed. After about a month,
when Hezbollah struck the
regime’s ultramodern cor-
vette and Al-Manar broad-
cast its sinking, the Zionists
finally threw in the towel at
the Rome summit.

The back-and-forth between
Hezbollah and Israel con-
tinued in 2008, 2012, and
2018, with wars lasting 8,
10, and 18 days, respective-
ly, in which Israel came up
short. The balance of power
shifted, and despite its hun-
dreds of thousands of trained
troops, tanks, aircraft, and
warplanes, Israel fell short
while Hezbollah came out on
top. After Operation Al-Agsa
Storm, a new phenomenon
emerged: Hamas concluded
that instead of suffering casu-
alties, it was better to go on

International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano
Grossi (front-2nd R) looks at a poster of the
five Iranian nuclear scientists that had
been assassinated by Israel up to that
point, during his visit to an exhibition
showcasing Iran’s peaceful nuclear
achievements in Tehran, Iran, on April
17, 2025.
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the offensive, which brought
down the fabricated aura of
the Zionist regime and its
military, as well as the US.
The Yemenis’ entry into the
conflict with Israel shook
things up further. Even
though the US stepped in to
suppress them, an American
aircraft carrier was target-
ed. For the US, the sinking
of this carrier with 5,000
troops would have meant
the sinking of America itself.
As a result, the US raised the
white flag and asked some
Arab countries to mediate so
that Yemen would call off its
attacks, which eventually led
to a cease-fire.

The Yemenis boldly declared
that as long as crimes against
the people of Gaza contin-
ued, they would stand their
ground against the Zionists.
Accordingly, they took out
Tel Aviv’s main airport and
the ports of the occupied ter-
ritories with pinpoint missile
strikes from 2,000 kilometers
away. The Zionists believed
these actions stemmed from
Iran and that they could take
on the Islamic Republic.

PRIME MIMISTER METAMYAHU ADDRESSES IRANIAN PEOPLE C-SPAN

] _._ﬁ.;h_llﬂ ISRAEL'S ESCALATING CONFLICT WITH IRAN

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
(3rd-L) speaks to the members of the
Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee on March 5,
2025,
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Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu airs a televised message to

"the Iranian people” on June 13, 2025,

hours after he launched an illegal, brutal

attack on residential buildings.
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What was their goal in at-
tacking Iran?

During the imposed 12-day
war, the Zionists, by assassi-
nating some of our military
commanders, nuclear scien-
tists, and civilians, and by vi-
olating our airspace, thought
Iran would surrender. But
within hours, replacement
commanders were appoint-
ed by the Leader, and in less
than 24 hours, the order to
launch a counterattack was
handed down, and the de-
fense of the country got un-
derway.

The Zionists, relying on their
capabilities and the Iron

Inmyview, those
who, forany reason,
prefersome other
arrangementand
sowdiscordon
social mediaor
publicplatforms
should changetack
becausethe enemy
maytrytorunthe
same playagain.We
need thisunity,and
evenifthewarwinds
down completely,
we'llstillneed
nationalsolidarity to
gettothe bottom of
allourissues.We've
often heard this call
forunityfromImam
Khomeiniandthe
Leader.



