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Deep Dive

Dome — on par with NATO’s
assets — expected victory.
But by the eighth day, Israel
saw the writing on the wall
and called on the US to weigh
in. The US targeted three of
Iran’s nuclear facilities. In re-
sponse, Iran, with remarkable
courage, struck back at Amer-
ica’s base in Qatar, launching
six 400-ton missiles at al-
Udeid, the largest US airbase
in the region. This forced
Trump’s hand to use Qatar
as a go-between to broker a
cease-fire. In other words, it
was they who pushed for a
cease-fire and an end to the
war. Since Iran’s policy has
never been warmongering,
it was decided to halt the
conflict. However, the after-
shocks of Iran’s military op-
erations, despite the Zionist
regime’s tight censorship, are
starting to make headlines.

It must be noted that, unlike
their adversaries, who zeroed
in on blind spots like Gaza,
Iran’s missiles, with pinpoint
accuracy and after breaking
through several layers of en-
emy defense, hit military tar-
gets directly — a major point
of pride for Iran that brought
down the aura of the Zionist
regime. Of course, this war
also brought to light some
of our own weaknesses. Un-
like during the eight-year
war, when we had nothing
to fall back on against Sadd-
am'’s missiles, today we stand
among the world’s top five
producers of missiles and
drones. On this basis, beefing
up defensive systems, plug-
ging intelligence gaps to keep
out enemy infiltration, and
acquiring advanced fighter
jets will put our armed forces
in a position to tip the bal-
ance of power in the region,
so the enemy won’t even dare
entertain the idea of attack-
ing Iran.

During the 12-day war,
even the overseas opposi-
tion rallied around the na-
tion and the Islamic Estab-
lishment, shooting down
the enemy’s hopes of stir-
ring up unrest. What'’s your
take on this?

I believe a crucial link in the
chain of miscalculations came
into play through the Zionist
regime. Netanyahu himself
even uttered a few sentenc-
es in Persian, saying, “We’ve
done our part, now it’s your
turn, people of Iran.” But
the Iranian people are truly
courageous, honorable, and
astute; At critical junctures,

they set aside all political and
social differences and, both
inside and outside the coun-
try — even those who were
imprisoned for various rea-
sons — banded together in
a unified front to defend the
nation. This unity crossed out
the enemy’s calculations, and
one must truly commend this
nation; The government and
other officials should appre-
ciate the people.

While some economic and
livelihood challenges remain,
as the Leader has pointed out,
the Iranian people are com-
posed, brave, and discerning,
which has raised our national
standing in the world’s eyes.
The enemy thought that by
targeting some of our mili-
tary commanders, the fabric
of the Islamic Establishment
would come apart at the
seams, and something major
would break out for them.
But thanks to the Leader’s
foresight, the command vac-
uum was filled in no time,
the people stepped up, and
something monumental hap-
pened — unity and cohesion
will remain a key deterrent in
the future.

What do you suggest for
preserving and strengthen-
ing this national cohesion?
In my view, those who, for
any reason, prefer some oth-
er arrangement and sow dis-
cord on social media or pub-
lic platforms should change
tack because the enemy
may try to run the same play
again. We need this unity, and
even if the war winds down
completely, we’ll still need
national solidarity to get to
the bottom of all our issues.
We’ve often heard this call
for unity from Imam Khomei-
ni and the Leader.

How can the link between
negotiation and action in
the field pave the way for
Iran’s success in potentially
upcoming talks?

The 12-day imposed war
turned the tables political-
ly worldwide. For the first
time, the Arab League, in a
joint decision and statement,
strongly condemned the Zi-
onist regime’s actions and
declared support for Iran.
Similarly, foreign ministers
of Islamic countries, ma-
jor parties like the Muslim
Brotherhood, Al-Azhar Uni-
versity, and public opinion
in Europe and America came
out against Israel’s actions
toward Iran and Gaza, which
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is highly significant.
Naturally, the endgame of any
military conflict is negotia-
tion. Iran, after the eight-year
war with Saddam’s regime —
backed by about 80 countries
— sat down at the table for
two years. At the time, there
was pressure that the Arvand
River should go to Iraq. Some
inside the country believed
Saddam was crazy and would
attack again, but in the end,
peace had to be accepted. Dr.
Velayati (then foreign minis-
ter) said he would not sign a
treacherous document that
would compromise our terri-
torial integrity, and ultimate-
ly, Imam Khomeini signed off
on Velayati’s approach.
Today, we are undoubtedly
in a position of strength, and
the other side knows only a
fraction of our capabilities
was brought to bear in the
12-day war. Even the Ger-
man foreign minister, during
a visit to Tel Aviv, admitted
that the casualty figures an-
nounced by Israel do not
match the scale of destruc-
tion in Tel Aviv and Haifa —
since one-third of the fake
capital of the regime was de-
stroyed, making them feel the
pain of Gaza and Lebanon.

If negotiations are to happen,
they must be conducted with
authority; the Supreme Na-

-

tional Security Council calls
the shots, and the foreign
minister is the executor. Crit-
icism of Dr. Araghchi, the for-
eign minister, on social media
is misplaced; These decisions
are made at the highest lev-
el, with top military and in-
telligence officials present.
In negotiations, we must set
the terms, not the other way
around — otherwise, talks
will be pointless.

Recently, Trump claimed that
if Iran falls in line like Syria,
he would lift sanctions. In my
view, Trump needs a team of
top psychologists and psy-
chiatrists to sort him out.
During Trump'’s first term,
we met with the martyred
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
who said he hoped Trump
would win, because “Trump’s
presidency would speed up
America’s downfall.” For ex-
ample, these days, we see
Elon Musk — once Trump’s
close ally and a big reason
for his election — falling out
with him and seeking a new
party, showing deep cracks in
America’s own ranks.

How was the response of
international bodies to Is-
rael’s attack on Iran, and
how might the Iranian Par-
liament’s plan to suspend
cooperation with the IAEA
shake up international ap-
proaches?

One of the UN Security
Council’s official duties is
to safeguard global secu-
rity, but when a country is
attacked, the UN looks the
other way. Even when our
nuclear facilities were hit,
the IAEA, whose clear duty
is to condemn such actions
quickly, kept mum, showing
that Grossi, the IAEA chief, is
merely a puppet.

Over the past two decades,
under both ElBaradei and
Amano, multiple inspection
teams came over to Iran and
reported to the Board of Gov-
ernors on our peaceful nucle-
ar activities. Yet, Grossi put
out a completely false report,
leading the Board to issue a
resolution that gave Israel a
pretext to kick off military
operations against Iran.

In my view, Grossi also be-
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trayed the Agency severely,
and the IAEA’s credibility
and reputation went down
the drain with this false re-
port. However, we moved
quickly in the Parliament to
call off all cooperation with
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency. As a result, [AEA
inspectors were shown the
door, and all of the country’s
nuclear activities now carry
on out of sight of the Agen-
cy’s inspectors.

Of course, Iran’s commitment
to forgoing nuclear weapons
is serious, and, according to
the military doctrine of the
Islamic Republic and the
Leader’s fatwa, building a
nuclear bomb has no place.
The global experience — es-
pecially the bitter memory in
public opinion of the crim-
inal America’s use of atom-
ic bombs against Japan in
World War Il — serves as a
lesson. Nevertheless, we will
certainly press ahead with
peaceful nuclear activities.

How do you assess the gov-
ernment’s performance
during the 12-day war?
Despite the criticisms lev-
eled, the Pezeshkian govern-
ment did what it took. Some
people may not sign off on
certain government actions
as they expect officials to
stand their ground firmly
against their counterparts.
Still, Iran today holds all
the cards, and our strength
should be visible in every di-
alogue and negotiation with
other countries.

Iran’s policy and the Islamic
Establishment’s approach
are to build up strong rela-
tions with its neighbors, and
the government is pushing
ahead with this policy in ear-
nest. In my view, during the
12-day war, the government
pulled out all the stops. For
the enemy, it makes no differ-
ence who is in charge; Their
only aim is to target Iranian
officials. The reason the Zi-
onists have assassinated our
nuclear scientists is that they
want to keep knowledge un-
der wraps. But since we have
renounced nuclear weapons,
we must ramp up our con-
ventional military capabili-
ties for deterrence — and we
will. The Iranian people can
rest assured that the armed
forces will showcase this
power, just as they did in the
12-day war.
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