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Abbasabad Caravanserai in 
Khorasan Razavi Province is 
a gem along the Silk Road and 
one of Iran’s valuable historical 
sites, recognized as an attractive 
destination for both domestic 
and international tourists, said 
a cultural heritage expert.
Alireza Yavari, in an interview 
with ISNA, explained that this 
historic caravanserai, which 
once served as a resting and 
trading place for merchants, 
has recently been transformed 
into a site for revitalizing Iran’s 
rich culture and history through 
conservation efforts and atten-
tion to tourism infrastructure.
He emphasized that by intro-
ducing and preserving this cul-
tural heritage site, it is possible 
to achieve sustainable develop-
ment and improve the local eco-
nomic situation. He added that 
restoring this historic building 
not only preserves and main-
tains it but also protects it from 
damage caused by natural fac-
tors, especially rain penetration 
through the roof.
The expert considered the res-
toration of this building a signif-
icant factor in strengthening the 
region’s tourism infrastructure. 
He stated that Abbasabad Cara-
vanserai, located 28 kilometers 
northwest of Taybad and along 
the old route from this city to 
Torbat-e Jam, is regarded as one 
of Iran’s most valuable historic 
sites.
Referring to its strategic loca-
tion along the Silk Road and 
its unique architecture, Yavari 
highlighted its special impor-
tance. He explained that this 
caravanserai, which dates back 
to the Safavid era, was histori-
cally used as a commercial cen-
ter and resting place for trav-
elers and merchants, and has 
now become a major tourist 
attraction.
Yavari added that this structure 

includes two courtyards, an ivan 
(porch or alcove), small rooms, and 
a cistern. In many ways, its ar-
chitecture beautifully reflects 
the skill and creativity of the ar-
chitects of that time, who used 
local materials and traditional 
techniques to create a lasting 
masterpiece.
He also pointed out that, for 
better protection, Abbasabad 
Caravanserai was registered 
on Iran’s National Heritage 
List on September 23, 1999, 
and was designated as a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site in 2023. 
This international recognition 
highlights the significance and 

value of the site at a global 
level. He noted that this desig-
nation not only enhances the 
fame of this historical site but 
can also attract more tourists 
to the area, leading to econom-
ic prosperity.
Yavari further explained that 
Taybad itself is a historic city 
with a rich cultural heritage, 
boasting 71 registered histor-
ical buildings listed on Iran’s 
National Heritage List and one 
UNESCO World Heritage site.”
The city, with its diverse his-
torical assets, reflects the 
long-standing importance of 
the region as a crossroads of 

cultures and trade routes. Pre-
serving Taybad’s heritage not 
only helps sustain its identity 
but also offers significant poten-
tial for attracting tourism and 
boosting local development.
This heritage researcher noted 
that the site includes a cara-
vanserai, a castle, and an ar-
chaeological site dating back 
to the Timurid and Qajar peri-
ods, adding, “The rich cultural 
and historical heritage of this 
region not only helps preserve 
its identity but also offers a sig-
nificant advantage in attracting 
tourists.”
He continued, “As tourism in the 

region develops, the restoration 
and reconstruction of caravan-
saries and other historic build-
ings can aid in preserving the 
country’s cultural and histor-
ical legacy, while also creating 
employment opportunities and 
generating income for local res-
idents.”
Yavari, referring to the long his-
tory of caravansaries in Iran, 
explained, “These structures 
historically served as resting 
and trading points along ma-
jor travel routes, facilitating 
the movement of travelers and 
merchants.”
He also emphasized the impor-

tance of these buildings, stating, 
“When caravansaries thrived, 
they not only contributed to 
the safety of journeys but also 
encouraged cultural and eco-
nomic exchanges. In fact, they 
functioned as social and cultural 
centers and laid the foundation 
for human interaction.”
This heritage expert considers 
the restoration and rebuilding 
of caravansaries an essential 
task today. He invites all those 
interested in history and cul-
ture to visit and help preserve 
these historic sites, so they may 
enjoy Iran’s beauty and cultural 
richness.

Bostanak Canyon, located with-
in the ancient city of Marvdasht 
in the Fars province of Iran,  
has special and very favorable 
weather conditions due to its 
strategic location among two 
or more mountains, which 
creates a natural microcli-
mate. Imagine a cool river or 
spring gently flowing beside 
this pleasant environment, 
providing a refreshing escape 

from the heat during warmer 
months.
Bostanak Canyon is part of a his-
torically rich region famous for 
its proximity to the ancient ruins 
of Persepolis and Pasargadae, 
which are UNESCO World Her-
itage Sites. Marvdasht itself is a 
vibrant city known for its cultur-
al heritage and as a gateway to 
explore the natural and histori-
cal beauty of southern Iran.
The canyon, often referred to as 
the “Lost Paradise,” covers an 

area of approximately 15,324 
hectares and is renowned for 
its breathtaking scenery and 
ecological significance. Its el-
evation ranges between 1,700 
and 2,700 meters, making it an 
ideal spot to enjoy cool, fresh 
air even during the hottest sea-
sons of the year. This altitude 
provides a comfortable climate 
for visitors seeking relief from 
Iran’s typically warm climate 
during summer.
Bostanak Canyon boasts a rich 

variety of wildlife, including spe-
cies such as brown bears, hye-
nas, weasels, bezoar ibex, Iranian 
hedgehogs, mouse-like hamsters, 
Eurasian badgers, wildcats, Per-
sian squirrels, foxes, jackals, and 
various bird species like wild pi-
geons and partridges. Its diverse 
vegetation includes Persian tur-
pentine trees, oaks, hawthorns, 
junipers, wild almonds, Acer 
monspessulatum, yarrow, and 
thyme, making it a haven for na-
ture lovers and ecologists alike.

Recognized for its ecological 
importance, Bostanak was in-
scribed on list of the province’s 
protected areas in 1999, ensur-
ing its preservation for future 
generations to appreciate and 
study.
The best time to visit Bostanak 
Canyon and enjoy its lush 
surroundings is during late 
April and May (spring) through 
mid-summer. While autumn 
and winter also unveil stunning 
scenery, the colder weather in 

May might be less comfortable 
for some travelers. Still, each 
season offers its own unique 
charm, from the vibrant blooms 
of spring to the tranquil snows 
of winter.
In sum, Bostanak Canyon, nes-
tled within the natural and cul-
tural hub of Marvdasht in Fars 
Province, offers a captivating 
blend of scenic beauty, biodi-
versity, and historical context — 
truly a paradise lost and waiting 
to be rediscovered.
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