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New coach Hashemian eyes ‘offensive,
trophy-winning’ football with Persepolis

( Sports Desk )

New Persepolis head coach Va-
hid Hashemian says the Teh-
ran Reds’ fans can expect an
attack-minded type of football
from his team when the new
Persian Gulf Pro League season
gets underway.

Hashemian, 48, was appointed
to the Persepolis job earlier in
the month, succeeding Turkish
coach Ismail Kartal, who parted
ways with the club in the after-
math of the 12-day war between
Iran and Israel.

While his appointment is widely
seen as a major gamble for the
club, given his significant lack
of experience as a head coach
at the senior level, Hashemian’s
tactical approach remains un-
known for the supporters.
Hashemian says he will aim for
instant success at the new role,
and believes that an offensive,
front-foot game plan will help
him achieve that goal.
“Persepolis is a massive club
with a championship-winning
pedigree. Their fans always de-
mand titles, so when I joined
Persepolis, my mindset was the
same: Winning trophies,” for-
mer Persepolis and Iran striker
said in a first interview with the
club’s official website.

“The players here must have
a champion’s mentality. The
football we play must be at-
tack-minded and high-scoring,
yet efficient and results-driven.
“The current squad’s qualities,
the club’s philosophy and histo-
ry, and my own vision must all
come together to deliver suc-
cess.

“It is essential for every man-
ager’s approach to align with

the club’s philosophy and his-
tory. That is why the likes of
Jose Mourinho or Carlos Que-
iroz could never coach Bayern
Munich, as their tactics hardly
reflects Bayern’s philosophy,
which is rooted in attacking
football,” added Hashemian,
who played for Bayern in the
2004/05 season.

The Iranian will be looking to
build on his distinguished ca-
reer as a player, having scored
53 goals in 254 appearances for
Bundesliga clubs VfL Bochum,
Hannover 96, Hamburger SV,

and Bayern Munich before hang-
ing up his boots at Persepolis in
2012.

Hashemian began his coaching
career in Germany’s fifth tier
before taking up an assistant
role with Hamburg’s U17 side
in the 2017/18 campaign. He
also served as a number two to
former Iran managers Marc Wil-
mots and Dragan Skocic during
the 2022 World Cup Asian qual-
ifiers.

Asked if Persepolis players
should expect the kind of in-
tense discipline, for which the

German football is best known,
from their new manager, Hash-
emian simply replied: “Ab-
solutely. Strict discipline has
always been a top priority for
me and that is what I demand
from the players on and off the
pitch.”

Many believe Hashemian has
inherited a star-studded, yet
imbalanced squad at Persepolis,
after the club signed four es-
tablished wingers - along with
goalkeeper Payam Niazmand
and attacking midfielder Reza
Shekari - at Kartal’s behest
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during the current transfer win-
dow, while a center-back, a right
fullback, and a holding midfield-
er are likely to be on the new
manager’s wishlist ahead of the
upcoming season.

Hashemian, however, says he is
already pleased with the players
at his disposal, though he would
welcome further additions to
the squad.

“I worked with many of these
Persepolis players during my
time at the national team, so
[ know their qualities well. In
the few days I've been with the

team, I'’ve seen that we have
impactful players, especially
some promising young talents.
These youngsters just need a
little more time to flourish and
improve through hard work. I'm
confident they’ll be very valu-
able assets for the club.

“We need to recruit players for
certain positions, but we’re also
satisfied with the players we
currently have. We have expe-
rienced, quality players, as well
as younger ones, who have been
performing well too. We’ll move
forward with this squad. If, over
time, we identify a player for the
positions we need - someone
who can contribute and help
the team improve - we’ll make
a move, but we’re in no rush,”
said Hashemian, who is with his
team in a training camp in Tur-
key.

Hashemian insists there are no
limits to his ambitions as head
coach.

“I have multiple goals in football,
and that is to coach Persepolis,
the Iranian national team, and
even Bayern Munich. No one
expected I would play for Bay-
ern Munich or Bochum one day.
But when I saw Iranian players
going abroad to play, I thought:
Then I can do it too.

“A dream can come true if you
work for it, but if you don’t put
in the effort, it’s just like a lot-
tery ticket — you might win, or
you might not. When a dream
becomes your ambition and
goal, you strive for it.

“When Persepolis approached
me some three weeks ago, [ told
them that I'd love to be the head
coach of this team because I
could see tremendous potential
in the squad.”

Asian Men’s U16 Volleyball Championship:

Iran beats South Korea to advance to last four

God they controlled the game and

( Sports Desk )

Iran began the second group phase
of the AVC Men’s U16 Champion-
ship with a victory, defeating South
Korea 3-1 (25-21, 27-29, 25-22, 25-20)
in Nakhon Pathom, Thailand, on
Wednesday.

A fourth successive win in the Thai
city secured a last-four spot for the
defending champion at the second
edition of the tournament.

“The Iranian players were under
a bit of pressure due to the im-
portance of the game, but thank

Iranian boys celebrate a point during a 3-1 victory over South Korea at the Asian U16 Volleyball Championship in Nakhon Pathom, Thailand, on
July 16, 2025.
volleyball.ir

try on the eve of the competition,

walked away with the victory,” Iran
head coach Arash Sadegiani said
after the game.

The top spot in the group will be
on the line when Iran and Pakistan
Square off in the final round of Pool
F fixtures today.

Yet to concede a single set in the
tournament, Pakistan eased to a
3-0 triumph (25-23, 25-20, 25-20) over
Indonesia later on Wednesday to
leapfrog Iran on top of the pool
table.

Having arrived in the host coun-

Iran began its title defence with a
3-1 win against Indonesia, before
coming out victorious against Hong
Kong, and Kazakhstan in straight
sets to finish atop the Pool B stand-
ings.

Elsewhere on Wednesday, Japan
beat Thailand 3-0 in Pool E to close
in on a last-four place.

The top four teams of the tour-
nament will represent the con-
tinent at next year’s FIVB U17
World Championship in Doha,
Qatar.

Oman appoint
ex-Iran coach Queiroz as manager

AFC - Oman named Carlos
Queiroz as their new head
coach on Tuesday as the
West Asian side bid to reach
the FIFA World Cup 2026.
The Portuguese replaces
Rashid Jaber, and has been
appointed ahead of the AFC
Asian Qualifiers™ - Road to
26 Playoff draw at the AFC
House in Kuala Lumpur on
today.

Oman secured their place in
the playoffs after finishing
fourth in Group B.
Queiroz’s wealth of tactical
expertise and experience

will be pivotal as Oman,
chasing a historic FIFA
World Cup appearance,
are set to face some of the
continent’s top teams with
just tickets available in the
playoffs.

“Queiroz has extensive
coaching experience, hav-
ing led the national teams
of Portugal, Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, Colombia, Egypt,
and Qatar. He also served
as an assistant coach at
Manchester United under
Sir Alex Ferguson,” the
Oman FA said on social me-
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dia platform X.

Oman will be joined by Iraq,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Indo-
nesia and the United Arab
Emirates in the draw, with
the teams to be divided into
two groups.

The respective group win-
ners will seal automatic
qualification while the two
second-placed teams will
square off in a playoff, with
the triumphant side to ad-
vance to an Inter-Confeder-
ation playoff where an ad-
ditional ticket to the Finals
will be at stake.



