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Iran successfully conducts 
suborbital test  
with Qased satellite carrier

Iran on Monday conducted a suborbital test with the Qased 
satellite launch vehicle to evaluate new technologies devel-
oped by the country’s space industry.
“The results of the test will be used to improve the perfor-
mance of the country’s satellites and space systems,” Iranian 
Space Agency said in a statement.
Iran has so far launched several satellites into space. 
The achievements come despite the country’s suffering from 
decades of sanctions imposed by the United States and its 
Western allies.
The developments and numerous other successful efforts on 
the part of the country have awarded it a place among the 
world’s top 10 nations, which are capable of developing and 
launching satellites.

Iran said on Monday that upcom-
ing talks between Tehran and the 
three European powers – Britain, 
France and Germany – would fo-
cus on “removal of sanctions and 
issues related to Iran’s nuclear 
program.”
Foreign Ministry’s spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei in his weekly 
presser said that the negotia-
tions would be held at the level 
of deputy foreign ministers in 
Turkish city of Istanbul on Fri-
day. Baqaei added that the dep-
uty of EU foreign policy chief 
would also participate in the ne-
gotiations. 
In recent weeks, the three Euro-
pean powers have threatened to 
trigger the UN “snapback” mech-
anism against Tehran if no deal 
is reached between Iran and the 
United States.
Tehran and Washington had held 
five rounds of nuclear talks since 
April, but a planned meeting on 
June 15 was cancelled after Israel 
and the US launched aggressions 
against Iran, triggering a 12-day 
conflict.
“At this stage, we have no inten-
tion of speaking with America,” 
Baqaei said.
The snapback mechanism allows 

for the return of anti-Iran sanc-
tions suspended under the 2015 
nuclear deal from which the US 
withdrew in 2018 and the Euro-
pean parties failed to fulfill their 
commitments.
The 2015 deal, reached between 
Iran and the UN Security Coun-
cil’s permanent members – Brit-
ain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States – plus Germany, 
imposed curbs on Iran’s nuclear 
program in exchange for sanc-
tions relief.
But it unraveled when the Unit-
ed States, during Donald Trump’s 
first term as president, unilater-
ally withdrew from the accord 
and reimposed sweeping sanc-
tions.

Europe’s failure 
The Europeans had pledged 
continued support for the deal, 
but the mechanism intended to 
offset US sanctions never ma-
terialized effectively and many 
Western firms were forced to 
exit Iran. 
Baqaei blamed European powers 
for the failure of the deal, accus-
ing them of breaking their com-
mitments.
“The European parties have been 
at fault and negligent in imple-
menting” the nuclear agreement, 

he said. Western powers – led by 
the US – have long accused Teh-
ran of secretly seeking nuclear 
weapons capability.
Iran has repeatedly denied the 
accusation, insisting its nuclear 
program is solely for civilian pur-
poses such as energy production.

Iran-China-Russia meeting 
Baqaei also said Tehran is sched-
uled to host a trilateral meeting 
today about the nuclear issue 
and the potential reimposition 
of sanctions with Chinese and 
Russian representatives.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
said Beijing would “continue 

to play a constructive role in 
pushing relevant sides to restart 
dialogue and negotiations, and 
reach a solution that takes into 
account the legitimate concerns 
of all parties.”
Meanwhile, Chinese Vice Foreign 
Minister Ma Zhaoxu in a phone 
conversation with the Director 
General of Political and Securi-
ty Affairs at the French Foreign 
Ministry, Frederic Mondoloni, on 
Monday emphasized the need to 
resolve the Iranian nuclear issue 
through political and diplomatic 
means, urging all parties to re-
sume dialogue and negotiations 
as soon as possible to prevent 

escalation of the situation, ac-
cording to Global Times. 
“The right of Iran to peacefully 
utilize nuclear energy should be 
guaranteed,” Ma said.

Snapback mechanism 
Meanwhile, Germany has said 
the European trio will work to 
find a sustainable and verifiable 
diplomatic solution.
“If no solution is reached by the 
end of August... the snapback 
also remains an option for the 
E3,” said German Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Martin Giese.
Using the snapback clause was 
“meaningless, unjustifiable and 

immoral,” Baqaei said, arguing 
that Iran only began distancing 
itself from the agreement in re-
sponse to Western non-compli-
ance.
“Iran’s reduction of its commit-
ments was carried out in accor-
dance with the provisions out-
lined in the agreement,” he said.
Mikhail Ulyanov, permanent rep-
resentative of Russia to interna-
tional organizations in Vienna, 
in an interview with Russia’s Iz-
vestia newspaper, said the troika 
has lost the right to reimpose in-
ternational sanctions since they 
have repeatedly violated the 
terms of the nuclear deal, known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA).
“As for the threats of Western-
ers to initiate a mechanism for 
restoring sanctions, it is quite 
rightly noted that the idea is il-
legitimate. The Americans them-
selves withdrew from the JCPOA, 
renouncing the rights and ob-
ligations of a participant in the 
nuclear deal, and the United 
Kingdom, Germany and France 
are violators of both the JCPOA 
and UN Security Council resolu-
tion 2231. This means that they 
have also deprived themselves of 
the right to initiate a “snapback,” 
Ulyanov said.

Tehran-E3 talks to focus on sanctions 
removal, nuclear program: Baqaei
China upholds Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear energy 
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Tehran, Moscow 
confer on military 
cooperation  

Iranian Defense Minister Aziz Nasirzadeh met with 
his Russian counterpart Andrey Belousov in Moscow 
on Monday to discuss expanding military coopera-
tion, according to Iran’s ambassador to Russia, Kazem 
Jalali.
Jalali said that the meeting focused on “enhancing bi-
lateral cooperation in the military and defense fields.”
The Iranian diplomat said Nasirzadeh also attend-
ed a Sunday meeting between Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Ali Larijani, top adviser to Iran’s 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei. 
Larijani “conveyed assessments of the escalating sit-
uation in the Middle East and around the Iranian nu-
clear program,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said of the unannounced meeting.
Putin expressed Russia’s “well-known positions on 
how to stabilize the situation in the region and on the 
political settlement of the Iranian nuclear program,” 
he added.
No further details were immediately available about 
the surprise visit by Larijani to Moscow.
Iran and Russia enjoy a close diplomatic and political 
relationship.

Iran, Russia launch search-and-rescue drill  
in Caspian Sea
Iran and Russia on Monday 
launched a joint search-and-res-
cue drill in the Caspian Sea with 
the aim of enhancing the level of 
cooperation and examining the 
capabilities of their forces. 
Naval forces from Iran’s Navy, 
the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps’ Navy, and Iran’s Law En-
forcement Command on behalf 
of Iran and Navy of the Russian 
Federation are taking part in the 
drill, codenamed CASAREX 2025.
The three-day exercise, held un-
der the banner “Together for a 
Safe and Secure Caspian Sea,” 
is hosted by the Northern Fleet 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
Navy.

Military observers from other 
Caspian littoral states will also 
be in attendance.
Spokesperson for CASAREX 2025 
Second Admiral Mohsen Razzaghi 

said that the hybrid exercises are 
taking place in two coastal and 
maritime phases in the Caspian 
Sea.
According to the spokesperson, 

the objectives of the exercise 
are to demonstrate the capabil-
ities of regional naval forces in 
establishing security and safety, 
enhance the confidence of ves-
sel personnel and operational 
units, and foster cohesion among 
the naval forces of Caspian Sea 
states.
Earlier on Monday, the Iranian 
Army announced that Russian 
vessel SB738 entered the exer-
cise area and was welcomed by 
Iran’s Naval Forces.
Meanwhile, the commander of 
the Russian vessel expressed 
hope that such exercises would 
strengthen cooperation between 
the two countries, and that they 
could continue conducting such 
drills regularly.
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