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Neygenan; a neglected heritage village with
unmatched historical architecture

( Iranica Desk )

Neygenan village is located
60 kilometers northeast of
Boshruyeh, South Khorasan
Province. It is considered
one of the historic villages of
Boshruyeh. In Iranian geograph-
ical literature, it is described
as follows: “Neygenan is the
name of one of the districts of
Boshruyeh, consisting of 30
small villages, with a total popu-
lation of about 1,320 people. The
Neygenan district significantly
differs from other districts in
terms of population, area, and
the number of villages, because
the inhabitants of these villages
have dispersed to other counties
due to successive droughts.”

Village divisions

Today, Neygenan village is
divided into two sections:
“Paeen Deh” (Lower Village) and
“Bala Deh” (Upper Village). The
distinctive feature and point
of difference is that, while the
historic fabric of the Lower Deh
remains intact, it is abandoned
and uninhabited, chtn.ir wrote.
Most of the residents of this vil-
lage are engaged in agriculture
and livestock farming. The main
agricultural products include
wheat, barley, saffron, and cot-
ton, all cultivated through irri-
gation, chtn.ir wrote.

Architectural heritage
Seyyed Amir Soleimani-Rabati,

the head of the Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Department of Boshruyeh,
regarding the architecture of
the old village fabric, stated,
“The migration of residents to
the western part of the historic
fabric and the establishment
of the new village have left the
old fabric untouched and al-
most entirely preserved. The
key characteristics of this fab-
ric include its adobe and mud
construction, the cohesive lay-
out of the village, and the pres-
ence of public buildings such
as the historic mosque and
Husseinieh (religious hall), wa-
ter reservoirs, caravanserais,
luxurious houses, towers and
fortifications, and residential
structures.”

Historical patterns
Research studies on the his-
toric fabric of Boshruyeh vil-
lages indicate that Neygen-
an’s architecture is based on
patterns from the Safavid to
Qajar periods. The residential
houses, in addition to native
features, also exhibit some
non-native architectural char-
acteristics. This is attribut-
able to its strategic location
along major Islamic-era trade
routes, where the movement
of caravan travelers and cul-
tural exchanges influenced
the economic life of the village,
ultimately turning Neygenan
into a thriving trading hub.

Pre-Islamic and Islamic
Era influence

The historic fabric of Neygen-
an is unparalleled in South
Khorasan Province in terms
of cohesion and architec-
tural style. The discovery of
pre-Islamic pottery fragments
suggests that settlement in
this area predates Islam. Ar-
chitectural studies associate
the origin of the village with
the Islamic Middle Ages, but
its current cohesive structure
was developed and solidified
during the Safavid period. Its
strategic positioning along
key communication routes to-
ward Mashhad, along with the
presence of caravan facilities,
has profoundly influenced the
lives of its inhabitants. The
style of buildings in the Paeen
Deh reflects this strong eco-
nomic foundation.

Unique Potential

From the perspective of fab-
ric cohesion and architec-
tural style, Neygenan is truly
unique. The village is situated
adjacent to the Trans-Irani-
an Railway. Its proximity to a
salt desert and other natural
potentials could facilitate its
transformation into a signif-
icant cultural and economic
hub.

Current challenges
The people of Neygenan have
been renowned for their lit-
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erary and cultural heritage
for centuries. Currently, most
of the residents are elderly,
while the younger genera-
tion has migrated to other
provinces. During special
occasions such as the lunar
month of Muharram (marking
the anniversary of the martyrdom
of Imam Hussein (PBUH) and his
companions) and Nowruz
(Iranian New Year), people return
to the village collectively.
However, the desire for mod-
ern construction in the new
part of the village has led
to the neglect and abandon-
ment of the historic fabric.

Preservation

Although many other areas
within the province with rich
historical fabric, inhabited or
abandoned, are affected by
modern architectural inter-
ventions, Neygenan remains
exceptional. This village re-
sembles a living museum, pos-
sessing a unique ethnographic
culture that could become an
important academic research
site.

Neygenan is unparalleled with-
in the province; however, sad-
ly, it remains largely unknown
and neglected. Despite its cul-
tural and historical assets, it
faces exposure to desert winds,
and no meaningful progress
can be made until the local
community recognizes its true
importance.
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Tranquil beauty of Mal Agha village in Khuzestan Province

Mal Agha, or Malaga, is a pictur-
esque village nestled approxi-
mately 20 kilometers from Qaleh
Tal City, 32 kilometers northeast
of Baghmalek, and about 170 ki-
lometers from Ahvaz, in the east-
ern region of Khuzestan Province.
Covering an area of 100 hect-
ares, Mal Agha village is home to
roughly 45 households. Situated
at an elevation of around 1,000
meters above sea level, the village
is perched on the slopes of the
Zagros Mountains, offering stun-

ning vistas and a cool climate.
Access to the village is convenient
via an asphalted road, which
winds through scenic landscapes
of oak forests, rice paddies, and
wheat fields.

The Dez River flows through a
nearby valley, providing irriga-
tion for the region’s lush gardens
of pomegranates, grapes, plane
trees, wild pistachios, hawthorns,
and surrounding oak forests.
During spring, the village hosts a
lively market where visitors can

= =

wikipedia.org

enjoy fresh pomegranates, honey;,
pomegranate paste, and various
dairy products. To accommodate
tourists, 18 cabins with a capacity
for 300 visitors have been devel-
oped, offering a peaceful retreat
in this natural setting.

One of the area’s notable natu-
ral attractions is Tang-e Tehi, a
spectacular five-kilometer-long
canyon situated three kilometers
east of Mal Agha, beyond Do Ab,
where two rivers converge. The
canyon features several springs

and waterfalls, culminating in a
stunning five-meter-high water-
fall at the foot of the 3,600-me-
ter-high Mangasht Mountain.
This site is a popular destination
for nature lovers and adventure
seekers.

Rich in history, Mal Agha contains
archaeological sites such as stone
inscriptions on large rocks and
square stone tombs. These rock
tombs, called “Bard-e Gouri” in
Khuzestan Province, measure
about 1.5 meters in width and
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1.7 meters in height, serving as
ancient graves that offer insight
into the region’s historical heri-
tage.

Baghmalek

Located nearby, Baghmalek is
a significant city in Khuzestan
Province, renowned for its com-
bination of natural beauty and
industrial development. Sur-
rounded by mountains and lush
greenery, Baghmalek is often
regarded as a gateway for trav-

elers exploring the scenic land-
scapes of the Zagros region. The
city boasts several parks, cultur-
al sites, and local markets that
showcase the rich traditions of
the area.

Economically, Baghmalek is nota-
ble for its agriculture, particularly
date palms and citrus fruits, and
for its proximity to oil and gas
industries that contribute to the
region’s economy. The city also
acts as a hub for transportation
and commerce, connecting rural
villages like Mal Agha with larger
urban centers. Visitors often use
Baghmalek as a starting point
for excursions into the stunning
natural landscapes of the Zagros
Mountains and nearby natural
reserves.

With its blend of natural, histor-
ical, and industrial attractions,
Baghmalek continues to grow as
a vital part of Khuzestan’s cultur-
al and economic landscape, draw-
ing both tourists and investors in-
terested in exploring the diverse
offerings of this vibrant region.



