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Iran has plans 
for crude sales if 
snapback triggered: 
Paknejad

Pezeshkian: Tehran ready to work with 
IAEA over nuclear monitoring
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Why Iran should avoid 
geopolitical dead end 
over Zangezur corridor

Iran opposed the Zange-
zur corridor—a proposed 
transport link through 
southern Armenia (Syunik 
province) aimed at connect-
ing Azerbaijan proper with 
its Nakhchivan exclave—on 
grounds that Azerbaijan, 
backed by Turkey and pos-
sibly Israel, might seize the 
route by force. Given Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev’s particu-
lar views on Iran and ethnic 
matters, such a takeover 
could be viewed as a direct 
threat to Tehran. It could 
create a geopolitical choke 
point, where Iran’s truck 
access to Russia, Belarus 
or Eastern Europe would 
hinge on Azerbaijan’s po-
litical whims, leaving Tur-

key as Iran’s sole corridor 
to Europe and restricting 
Tehran’s strategic options.
Alternatively, if Armenia 
were to establish a rail or 
road link through its own 
territory under pressure 
from Turkey and Azerbai-
jan—Aliyev having repeat-
edly threatened to enforce 
the corridor by force—the 
strategic picture would 
shift entirely. There is a 
stark difference between 
a route under Azerbaijani 
sovereignty and one con-
trolled by Armenia; the two 
scenarios are worlds apart.
Currently, a territorial 
dispute between Azerbai-
j a n  a n d 
Armenia 
over part of Armenian land 
remains unresolved.

By Abdolreza Farji‑Rad
Professor of Geopolitics
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Fragile splendor 
of Daryasar Plain 
at risk

7

Iran’s culture 
minister calls for 
clearer artistic 
policy framework
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FIVB Boys’ U19 World 
Championship:
Iran makes quick 
work of Egypt  
to progress to last 16 

6
4

Israel’s claiming of West Bank  
to spark renewed conflict
Global inaction enables Tel Aviv’s abuses

O P I N I O N

Spox: Iran’s 
defense 
capabilities 
not up for 
negotiations 
with E3
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From left to right, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian receives the credentials of newly appointed ambassadors to Iran — Pierre Cochard of France, Andre Vass Gimaraes of Brazil, and Juraj Svotcak of Slovakia — during separate meetings in Tehran on July 28, 2025.
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The photo shows Iranian ballistic missiles 
on display at an exhibition in Tehran.
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