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North Khorasan Province is a land 
that, nestled in the heart of its si-
lent mountains and vast plains, 
embraces treasures of art and his-
tory — treasures found not only 
in ancient museum artifacts but 
also in the rhythms of the hands 
of women and men who still com-
municate with the world through 
the language of tradition.
The historic Mofakham Mansion, 
a jewel of Qajar architecture in 
Bojnurd, now houses two im-
portant museums: the Archaeol-
ogy Museum and the Anthropol-
ogy Museum. This unique place 
brings together millennia-old 
narratives alongside living rituals 
and contemporary arts to present 
a richly layered portrayal of the 
culture and identity of the people 
of North Khorasan Province.

Archaeology Museum
The Archaeology Museum is lo-
cated on the upper floor of the 
Mofakham Mansion and is or-
ganized into five main sections: 
Prehistoric, Historic, Islamic, 
Coins and Seals, and the Ceramics 
Center. The southern hall of this 
floor, the largest and most splen-
did space in the building, includes 
a conference hall used for meet-
ings, gatherings, and specialized 
lectures, chtn.ir wrote.

Prehistoric Section
This section showcases artifacts 
related to human life before the 
invention of writing (up to the 
fourth millennium BCE). Although ar-
chaeological research in North 
Khorasan Province is still de-
veloping, discoveries from sites 
such as Yam Hill of Faruj, Devin 
Hill, Arg-e Naderi Hill of Shirvan, 
Qal’eh Khan Hill, Ava in Sa-
malqan, Heydaran Hill, Pahlevan 
Hill of Jajarm, and Qomari Hill of 
Esfarayen push back the timeline 
of human presence in this region 
by thousands of years. Among 
the most notable artifacts are 
burial remains, pottery vessels, 
and stone tools uncovered from 

Qal’eh Khan Hill (excavated in 2007).

Historical and Islamic 
sections
These sections illustrate the evo-
lution of culture and civilization 
in the region, tracing the devel-
opment from early historical pe-
riods through the Islamic eras. 
Exhibits include glazed pottery, 
seals, jewelry, manuscript frag-
ments, and architectural arti-
facts — each bearing witness to 
the cultural, religious, and eco-
nomic interactions of the people 
throughout different ages.

Coins and Seals 
A diverse collection of histori-
cal coins and seals spanning the 

Achaemenid to the Safavid and 
Qajar periods is displayed in 
Coins and Seals Section. These 
objects hold not only material 
value but also serve as vital his-
torical records of Iran’s political, 
economic, and artistic heritage.

Ceramics Preservation 
Center
Established to protect, restore, 
and introduce ceramic artifacts, 
this center manages the special-
ized study and registration of 
ceramic finds uncovered within 
the province.

Anthropology Museum
Situated on the ground floor of 
the Mofakham Mansion, the An-

thropology Museum is a dynam-
ic and colorful space intimately 
connected to the craftsmanship 
of North Khorasan Province’s 
artists. Through exhibits of local 
occupations, rituals, and tradi-
tional productions — ranging 
from weaving and felting to cer-
emonial tablecloths and regional 
clothing — it reconstructs a viv-
id portrait of the everyday and 
spiritual life of the indigenous 
people of the province.
Chadorshab: Chadorshab is a 
traditional fabric featuring dis-
tinctive checkered and striped 
patterns, woven on a two-shaft 
or four-shaft loom known as 
Maku, with widths between 40 
and 50 centimeters. Primarily 

produced in home workshops, 
this fabric is a feminine heritage 
passed down from grandmother 
to daughter, and from daughter 
to granddaughter. More than a 
textile, Chadorshab symboliz-
es kindness, patience, and the 
skilled artistry of women at the 
core of the households. This 
craft, alongside other handmade 
textiles such as towels, scarves, 
and ceremonial tablecloths, 
breathes life into the province’s 
indigenous weaving traditions.
Felting: Felting is one of the 
province’s traditional crafts that 
is gradually fading, though it for-
merly flourished throughout the 
region. As demand declined, felt-
ing is now practiced mainly on a 

limited scale, largely for decora-
tive handicrafts. The raw materi-
al consists of wool from domes-
ticated animals like sheep and 
camels, which is transformed 
into felt through kneading and 
compressing under specific con-
ditions. Prominent felt products 
include floor mats, felt hats, and 
felt jackets, traditionally worn by 
shepherds.
Ceremonial tables: In every 
civilization and culture, the 
rituals surrounding eating and 
drinking serve as expressions of 
values and identities. In North 
Khorasan Province, ceremoni-
al tables — from the national 
Haft-Sin to votive tables — play 
an active symbolic role within 
ceremonies and rituals, reflect-
ing faith and human connection.
These tables are more than 
mere places for consumption; 
they represent core symbols of 
belief, unity, and communal par-
ticipation.
Foods: Alongside its tradition-
al arts and museum treasures, 
North Khorasan Province is re-
nowned for foods imbued with 
nostalgic flavors. One of the 
most celebrated dishes is Nok-
hod-Ashi, a traditional, healthy, 
plant-based soup (Aash in Persian) 
made from chickpeas, cracked 
wheat, spinach, onions, and local 
spices. This soup — character-
ized by its yellowish-green hue 
and the fragrance of mountain 
herbs — holds a special place 
on ceremonial tables and during 
local festivities. This beloved 
dish was officially registered 
on Iran’s National Heritage List, 
preserving not merely a recipe, 
but a portion of the culinary and 
cultural memory of the people of 
this region.
The Mofakham Mansion, as the 
host of this rich tangible and 
intangible heritage, is far more 
than a historic building; it is 
the beating heart of North Kho-
rasan’s culture — a heart that 
still pulses for the past while 
gazing confidently toward the 
future.

In recent years, Iran’s tourism 
industry has confronted a broad 
spectrum of structural challeng-
es, compounded by international 
sanctions and economic volatili-
ty. These complex circumstances, 
alongside the ever-evolving in-
ternational landscape, have un-
derscored the urgent need to re-
assess current approaches and to 
redefine the roles of specialized 
institutions within the sector.
Mostafa Mousavi, head of the 
Iran-Vietnam Joint Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of the 
Board of Representatives of the 
Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines, and Agriculture, 
highlighted in a commentary 
published by IRNA that the tour-
ism sector — once regarded as 
one of the key pillars of the na-
tion’s non-oil economy — has 
now found itself under intense 
domestic and international 
pressures. In this strained con-
text, only meticulous planning 
combined with a pragmatic and 

realistic vision can foster hope 
for the sector’s reconstruction 
and sustainable development.
Within this framework, health 
tourism emerges as a particu-
larly promising sub-sector. As a 
low-cost, export-oriented, and 
relatively sanction-resilient 
branch of the tourism industry, 
it holds significant potential to 
drive transformative growth and 
sustainable progress. Beyond its 
economic value, health tourism 
also occupies a strategic cultural 
and diplomatic position, serving 
as a powerful instrument to en-
hance Iran’s national image and 
broaden its international en-
gagements.
Neighboring and regional coun-
tries such as Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Central Asian republics, and 
nations in Southeast Asia face 
serious healthcare challenges 
and have urgent needs for af-
fordable, high-quality medical 
services. Iran, endowed with 
diverse medical expertise, well-
equipped hospitals, and compet-
itive pricing, has in recent years 

secured an important foothold 
as a preferred medical tourism 
destination.
Nonetheless, realizing success 
in this sector demands the es-
tablishment of a coherent struc-
tural framework, seamless coor-
dination between governmental 
bodies and private stakeholders, 
and the development of compre-
hensive, standardized service 
packages. These packages must 
ensure a safe, comfortable, and 
trustworthy experience for for-
eign patients throughout their 
medical journey.
In this regard, specialized tour-
ism commissions — especially 
the Tourism Commission of the 
Iran Chamber of Commerce — 
play a critical role in shaping pol-
icy, fostering coordination, and 
steering strategic planning at 
the highest levels. By expanding 
its mandate beyond traditional 
functions, the Tourism Commis-
sion can serve as a collaborative 
platform that promotes synergy 
among the diverse players in the 
tourism industry and focuses on 

actionable projects that catalyze 
tangible advancements in health 
tourism.
Complementing the role of the 
commission, joint chambers op-
erate as vital international inter-
mediaries for the private sector, 
possessing substantial capacity 
to identify target markets, build 
relationships with healthcare 
and tourism professionals in 
destination countries, organize 
orientation tours for doctors and 
patients, and streamline logisti-
cal arrangements.
A robust partnership between 
the Tourism Commission and 
these joint chambers can give 
rise to a dynamic and integrat-
ed network dedicated to the 
development of health tourism 
— one that yields significant 
benefits for Iran’s national econ-
omy while elevating its stature 
regionally and globally.
Equally important is the atten-
tion to the cultural, linguistic, 
and social needs of foreign pa-
tients. Delivering ancillary ser-
vices such as professional medi-

cal interpreters, simplifying visa 
procedures, and providing com-
prehensive support from arrival 
through post-treatment phases 
are essential measures that en-
rich the health tourism experi-
ence and encourage returning 
patients to become unofficial 
ambassadors for Iran.
Ultimately, it must be acknowl-
edged that the sustainable de-
velopment of Iran’s tourism 
industry cannot be achieved 
through slogans or convention-
al, formulaic programs. Instead, 
it requires structural reinven-
tion, innovative capacity build-
ing, and the implementation of 
practical, goal-oriented projects. 
In the forthcoming period, the 
Tourism Commission — with a 

pragmatic, network-driven, and 
project-centric approach — has 
the potential to assume a pivotal 
role in revitalizing the sector and 
positioning health tourism as the 
driving force behind this trans-
formation.
Such a transformation will not 
only benefit private sector stake-
holders but will also serve as a 
catalyst for strengthening Iran’s 
economic diplomacy and ex-
panding its international coop-
eration across multiple arenas. 
Consequently, placing emphasis 
on health tourism opportunities 
and harnessing the capabilities 
of joint chambers must be re-
garded as strategic imperatives 
for the future of the country’s 
tourism industry. 
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