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Deep Dive

US, Israel’s Anti-Iran Legacy
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The main damage depleted
uranium does is that it attacks
human DNA. By causing muta-
tions, it can lead to cancers, for
example. They’ve clearly shown
this in Iraq: People exposed to
war contamination are getting
various kinds of cancers. Some
families in Iraq are huge (60 to 70
people), and all suffer from the
same cancer. This is not at all
a normal situation. If a whole
family has cancer, you know

there’s something wrong. And
that wrong thing is that they’ve
been bombed with material
that caused cancer, which is de-
pleted uranium.

Another thing that has been
shown in Iragq, too, is birth de-
fects. The number of children
born with birth defects in Iraq
has risen to alarmingly high
levels, and we’ve linked it to
exposure. Now, looking at the
situation today, we’re thinking

that because Lebanon, Syria,
and maybe Iran have also been
bombed with the same bombs,
they might face similar conse-
quences.

So, there’s speculation and mar-
ginal evidence — not quite very
clear evidence — that the US and
Israel did use depleted uranium
munitions in Iran (during June at-
tacks). It’s upon us now to try to
determine whether this is true
or not.

Iran’s possible reaction in
int'l arena

If it’s proved they used such
weaponry, Iran could bring its
argument to the United Nations,
alleging the use of a forbidden
weapon. But first, we have to
make sure.

Also, in Iran, the bombing was
limited, and the operation was
small-scale — not like Iragq,
where there was huge, sus-
tained bombing. They bombed

multiple Iraqi cities for months
and months. So, even if deplet-
ed uranium was used in Iran, it
wouldn’t have introduced mas-
sive amounts of radiation.

In contrast, places like Lebanon
— bombed by Israel for decades
— have seen significant environ-
mental effects from such weap-
ons.

The attacks on Iran were very
small-scale and short-lived, hit-
ting only a few locations. This

level of exposure simply couldn’t
create a major environmental cri-
sis or widespread public hazard.
It’s still illegal — they absolutely
should not have done it — but
the scale in Iran is so limited
that the practical impact might
not warrant the highest level of
international outcry on environ-
mental grounds alone. However,
there’s a crucial need to establish
whether they actually did it. That
fact-finding is essential.

A look at Iran’s missile development history

Americans never accepted
Iran's missile
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Before the 1979 Iran Revolu-
tion, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
had put forward numerous re-
quests to the Americans for the
purchase of cruise, mid-range,
and even short-range missiles.
However, these requests never
went through or got the green
light from the US government.
To find out why, one must look
into the behaviors of the Amer-
ican officials and, especially, the
statements of their top officials.
Various presidents have, to vari-
ous extents, laid down America’s
long-term strategy regarding
Iran, which was put into practice.
This strategy is remarkable from
two perspectives: Firstly, the US
is clearly cautious in arms trans-
fers to Iran to prevent it from
stepping up as a regional power.
Secondly, it has long been feared
that Iran leans toward the East-
ern Bloc (characterized at one time by the
Soviet Union), and that has put a lid
on the US’s willingness to assist
militarily.

On May 30-31, 1972, when US
president Richard Nixon and
his national security advisor
Henry Kissinger wrapped up
their meeting with Soviet lead-
ers in Moscow and signed the
SALT treaty, they touched down
in Tehran for a brief meeting
with the Shah. In Tehran, Nixon
unexpectedly paid off the Shah
with praise and finally gave in to
his demand. He promised that
the Shah could buy any kind of
non-nuclear weapon he wanted
from the US. This promise was a
golden opportunity for the Shah,
especially since the US Depart-
ments of Defense and State were
taken off the hook regarding
oversight of arms sales to Iran.
Meanwhile, Kissinger noted to
defense and foreign ministers
that henceforth, arms purchases
should primarily fall under the
Iranian government’s requests.
Given this one-of-a-kind situa-
tion and Iran’s multi-billion-dol-
lar arms purchases from the US,
it seemed the Shah would no
longer run into trouble buying
missiles. Yet, what actually came
to light told a different story.
American officials and military
leaders turned down selling
missiles — even the ground-to-
ground Lance missiles with a
120 km range and rockets with
a 60 km range — to the Iranian
monarchy. This was despite the
Shah’s readiness to sink to new
lows to meet his needs, show-
ing no reverence for himself
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or high-ranking military and
government officials. For exam-
ple, Army Chief of Staff Bahram
Aryana and General Hassan
Toofanian were sent off to Isra-
el to negotiate arms purchases,
where they had to wear Jewish
kippahs in synagogues for reli-
gious ceremonies.

Missile production project
In this climate, with no faith in
domestic expertise and unwill-
ing to give the slightest chance
to Iran’s military or civil ex-
perts to shine, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi asked Israeli authorities
to kick off a secret joint missile
production project in Iran, away
from American eyes. This proj-
ect, dubbed “Project Flower,”
aimed to extend the effective
range of Gabriel anti-ship mis-
siles to 150-200 km.

On July 18, 1977, Hassan Toofa-
nian, Iran’s deputy defense minis-
ter, visited Israel and met Moshe
Dayan, the Israeli war minister.
Iran laid out its deep concern
about the missile advancements
of India, Pakistan, and especially
Iraq. The discussion also touched
on Iran benefiting from Project
Flower. Over the next year, Iran
allocated $280 million from oil
revenues to the project and began
setting up facilities near Sirjan in
southeastern Iran.

By late 1977, cooperation be-
tween the two countries was
gearing up to assemble American
missiles with Israeli equipment
capable of carrying nuclear war-
heads. The project combined
American missile navigation
with Israeli guidance tech, which
Israel was forbidden to spill the
beans on to other countries. Both
sides pretended and claimed they
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kept the lid on this plan from the
US. However, this was one of the
biggest historical whoppers since,
despite close US-Israel relations at
the time, all Pahlavi regime gen-
erals knew full well that winning
over American advisors would
facilitate their growth the most.
So, how could anyone buy the
story that they hadn’t filled in the
Americans?

In any case, with the onset of the
Islamic Revolution, all collabora-
tors and Israeli engineers packed
up and returned to Israel, de-
stroying all project plans and di-
agrams in Iran and spiriting out
whatever equipment they had via
secure diplomatic channels.

In his book, titled “The Secret
War with Iran,” Israeli author
Ronen Bergman unveiled how
Tel Aviv scammed Tehran. Ac-
cording to top-level documents
released decades later, Project
Flower was a colossal swindle
against [ran. Bergman, a promi-
nent security analyst and senior
writer for Yedioth Ahronoth,
conducted interviews with se-
nior Israeli military officials, in-
cluding Yaakov Shapiro, a senior
Ministry of War official who was
involved in the project. Bergman
later compiled these interviews
into his book. One excerpt reads:
“The Israelis planned to deceive
the Iranians by providing them
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US president Richard Nixon (r) talks to
the former Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, in the Oval Office of the White
House on July 24, 1973.
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only an outdated version of the
weapon in question, while using
Iranian money to build a new
generation for Israel’s exclusive
use. ... Yaakov Shapiro ... recalls:
‘In Iran, they treated us like
kings. We did business with them
on a stunning scale. Without the
ties with Iran, we would not have
had the money to develop weap-
onry that is today in the front line
of the defense ... of Israel.”
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With nofaithin
domesticexpertise

and unwillingto give
theslightest chance
tolran’s military
orcivilexpertsto

shine, Mohammad

Reza Pahlaviasked
Israeliauthoritiesto
kick offasecretjoint
missile production
projectinlran,away
fromAmericaneyes.
This project, dubbed
“Project Flower,” aimed
toextend the effective
range of Gabrielanti-
ship missilesto150-200
km, butitturnedoutto
bea colossal swindle.
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Top Iranian military officials Hassan
Toofanian (1) and Bahram Ariana
(2nd-L) meet with Israeli officers in the
headquarters of the Israel Defense
Forces in 1975.
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