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Fin Castle bridging h

in southern Iran

C Iranica Desk )

South of the city of Fin in Ban-
dar Abbas, Hormozgan Province,
atop a hill approximately twenty
meters high, a silent yet myste-
rious structure still stands —a
castle that, despite the effects of
natural erosion, has preserved
traces of its past grandeur.

This monument, known as Fin
Castle, is regarded as one of the
significant legacies of the Islamic
period in southern Iran and has
remained quietly steadfast for
centuries within a semi-moun-
tainous and tropical natural en-
vironment.

The strategic location of the cas-
tle, situated adjacent to an un-
paved road to the north and an
asphalt road to the east leading
to the center of Fin city, reflects
a carefully considered and wise
choice. This placement provid-
ed both effective surveillance
control over the surrounding
areas and convenient access to
natural resources and regional
communication routes. On the
western side, dense palm groves
create a picturesque landscape
for the castle, while to the south

and west, urban facilities and
residential houses display clear
signs of the coexistence between
history and contemporary life,
chtn.ir wrote.

Near the castle, particularly on
the gently sloping western foot-
hills, lies a historic cemetery. In
this area and within the castle
grounds, a significant number of
broken pottery pieces have been
discovered, serving as the pri-
mary basis for dating the castle.

The pottery found at the site is
categorized broadly into two
main types: glazed and unglazed.
Among the glazed pottery, the
blue glaze is the most prominent,
and occasionally geometric dec-
orations are visible beneath the
glaze. The unglazed pottery, pre-
dominantly in shades of red and
beige, features shapes with, broad
rims, and either simple or molded
designs, representing the middle
Islamic period. Based on the style
and craftsmanship of these pot-
tery pieces, most are attributed
to the Ilkhanid and Timurid eras.
Moreover, the discovery of a blue-
and-white porcelain fragment
from the Safavid period suggests
the castle remained in use during

that era as well.

Although parts of the walls and
towers still stand, extensive ero-
sion has buried large sections
of the main structure beneath
the soil, complicating efforts to
create an accurate architectural
plan of the castle. Nevertheless,
based on the remaining archi-
tectural fragments and the po-
sitioning of watchtowers at the
four corners of the structure, it
can be inferred that the castle’s
layout was an irregular polygon

reinforced by round towers.

The primary construction mate-
rials used for the castle include
rubble stones and sarooj mor-
tar in the lower sections, while
square adobe bricks feature
prominently in the upper parts.
This combination was both
durable and well-suited to the
warm climate of southern Iran.
In later periods, additions such
as concrete walls, metal frame-
worKs, bricks, and tiles appear in
certain parts of the structure, in-

dicating shifts in use over recent
decades. Evidence of temporary
habitation by some Khans and
local residents is also present
within the current remains.

On the eastern side of the castle,
remnants of a round tower with
a wall measuring 840 centime-
ters in length and 270 centime-
ters in height are still visible.
Within this wall, vertical arrow
slits and windows with point-
ed arches served functions that
were both practical and aesthet-
ic. On the western side, another
round tower with an approxi-
mate diameter of 380 centime-
ters stands, with its two-story
structure still distinguishable.
The second floor of this tower
is located about 450 centime-
ters above ground level, and the
multiple niches and arrow slits
found inside indicate that these
towers played a crucial role in
the castle’s defense system.

Historically, the castle’s primary
function was military and secu-
rity-oriented. In times of threat
from bandits or foreign forces,
the castle acted as a safe refuge
for local inhabitants. At the same
time, its relatively sophisticated

istory, modern life

chtn.ir

architectural design suggests
that the castle was more than
a mere military fortification;
during various periods, it also
served as the residence of influ-
ential individuals, guards, and
even local command centers.
Although substantial parts of the
structure have been destroyed
and detailed information about
the castle’s interior decorations
is limited, the pointed-arch win-
dows slits within the towers
remain the most distinctive ex-
amples of decorative Islamic ar-
chitecture at the site. These fea-
tures not only fulfilled defensive
roles but also contributed unique
visual beauty to the building and
are recognized as characteristic
elements of castle architecture
from the Islamic period.

Despite the extensive damage it
has suffered, Fin Castle contin-
ues to hold an important place
in the architectural and defen-
sive history of southern Iran.
The site was officially registered
on Iran’s National Heritage List
in 2002 and is deserving of in-
creased attention from heritage
organizations, researchers, and
cultural preservation advocates.

Touch, listen, explore secrets of human body in Darabad of Tehran

( Iranica Desk )

Among the tourist attractions
in Tehran, there is a fascinating
scientific museum known as
Human Park, located in the Da-
rabad neighborhood.

Human Park holds the distinc-
tion of being the largest of its
kind in the Middle East. It pro-
vides visitors with an immersive
glimpse inside the human body.
Each section of the body, along
with the exhibits they contain,
has been carefully designed un-
der the supervision of experts

in the field. It appears that this
park drew inspiration from a
similar concept established in
the Netherlands.

The entire park is ingeniously
shaped to resemble parts of the
human body. Upon entering, vis-
itors pass through the mouth,
and from there, all the internal
organs are displayed sequen-
tially. The exit is designed to rep-
resent the end of the intestines,
creating an experience akin to
being swallowed by a giant hu-
man. This imaginative layout of-
fers an excellent opportunity for

children to explore and become
familiar with the anatomy of the
human body in an engaging way.
The human body representation
is presented in vivid 3D form.
This three-dimensional visual-
ization, combined with audible
sounds corresponding to each
body part, greatly enhances chil-
dren’s understanding of both the
structure and the functions of
the human body. A unique aspect
of Human Park is the interactive
nature of its exhibits: as visitors
approach or touch certain body
parts, the exhibits respond ac-

cordingly. For example, touch-
ing the nose hairs triggers the
sound of sneezing. The section
dedicated to the heart and its
blood vessels is particularly im-
pressive, where 3D sound effects
mimic the flow of blood and the
heartbeat, creating a captivating
atmosphere.

Exploring the inside of the hu-
man body in this way offers a
fresh and intriguing experience
for people of all ages. However,
photography is not permitted
inside Human Park. Instead,
professional photographers are

available to capture attractive
photos of your visit, ensuring
your memories of the park are
well preserved.

Within the Darabad museum
complex, Roya Park is another
noteworthy tourist attraction.
Additionally, the Iran Wildlife
and Nature Museum, located
nearby, is a fascinating desti-
nation well worth visiting. The
complex offers several facilities
and amenities, including a café
and a 6D cinema. Inside Human
Park itself, on the second floor,
there is a uniquely themed café

called Dr. Land, designed like a
hospital.

At Dr. Land, children have the de-
lightful chance to wear medical
clothes and immerse themselves
in the experience of being a doc-
tor while learning about various
medical instruments. Since Hu-
man Park is situated in Tehran’s
Darabad neighborhood, nature
lovers and hiking enthusiasts
can also take advantage of the
nearby mountains and valleys,
making it possible to combine an
educational visit with outdoor
adventures.
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