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With the arrival of Arbaeen, 
which marks forty days after 
Ashura — the martyrdom anni-
versary of Imam Hussein (PBUH), 
the third Imam of Shia Muslims 
— attention once again turns to 
a ritual that has evolved beyond 
a purely religious event. As the 
largest annual gathering in the 
world, Arbaeen pilgrimage, also 
known as Arbaeen walk, unfolds 
new dimensions encompassing 
soft power, religious tourism, the 
unity of the Islamic world, and 
socio-economic opportunities 
for scholars and policymakers 
to analyze.
What truly sets Arbaeen walk, 
apart is not only the immense 
number of pilgrims but also 
their rich cultural, national, and 
geographical diversity. From Iran 
and Iraq, extending to Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, India, Lebanon, 
Bahrain, Yemen, and even coun-
tries across Europe, this monu-
mental gathering unveils a vast 
and underappreciated potential 
within international religious 
tourism.
Despite Iran’s abundant reli-

gious heritage sites — ranging 
from Mashhad and Qom to Rey 
and Shahcheragh — the contri-
bution of religious tourism to the 
nation’s gross domestic product 
remains minimal. Arbaeen pil-
grimage stands out as the singu-
lar international religious event 
that places Iran at the epicenter 
of the Muslim world’s attention, 
offering a golden opportunity 
to foster and develop this often 
overlooked sector, chtn.ir wrote.
Unofficial reports estimate that 
over 3.5 million Iranians par-
ticipated in last year’s Arbaeen 
pilgrimage. This massive move-
ment, if managed strategical-
ly, has the potential to act as a 
significant catalyst for the local 
economies of border provinces, 
facilitating the advancement of 
tourism infrastructure and as-
sociated services.
Beyond economic dimensions, 
this religious event serves as a 
powerful platform to express 
the solidarity of Shia Muslims 
and the broader Muslim com-
munity. The presence of Irani-
ans along the pilgrimage route 
symbolizes not only profound 
faith and devotion but also 

functions as an instrument of 
public and cultural diplomacy 
for Iran within the region — di-
plomacy that unfolds not with-
in governmental halls but along 
the dust-laden paths connecting 
Najaf to Karbala.
Given this significance, it is im-
perative that responsible organi-
zations — such as the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, and the Sec-
retariat of the High Council of 
Free Zones — adopt a vision that 
transcends the provision of mere 
welfare services. Instead, they 
should leverage this occasion 
to enhance and project Iran’s 
international reputation among 
Muslim nations.
Nevertheless, despite these sub-
stantial capacities, Arbaeen pil-
grimage faces critical challenges 
linked to structural deficiencies 
in transportation, accommoda-
tion, healthcare, and security 
infrastructure. Border cross-
ings like Qasr-e Shirin, Mehran, 
Shalamcheh, and Chazabeh en-
dure overwhelming pressure 
annually, operating well beyond 
their intended capacity due 

to the influx of pilgrims. Fur-
thermore, the lack of efficient 
rail networks and integrated 
multi-modal transport systems 
shifts a disproportionate load 
onto roads and public transpor-
tation.
Simultaneously, considerable 
investment potential remains 
untapped in border regions for 
establishing pilgrim lodges, ser-
vice centers, clinics, and cultural 
facilities. Activating these op-
portunities will require robust 
incentives from the government 
alongside active participation 
from the private sector.
A key driver of transformation in 
Arbaeen tourism is the serious 
integration of digital technolo-
gies. Utilizing systems for pil-
grim registration and tracking, 
navigation applications, med-
ical service delivery, nutrition 
management, and information 
dissemination can markedly 
improve the safety and fluidity 
of pilgrims’ journeys. Likewise, 
establishing reliable financial in-
frastructure capable of facilitat-
ing Iranian pilgrims’ payments 
in both foreign and local cur-
rencies within Iraq represents a 

significant challenge —one that 
the Central Bank and fintech 
companies must collaboratively 
address.
Arbaeen pilgrimage transcends 
the boundaries of a mere reli-
gious ritual; it is a multifaceted 
cultural, social, and economic 
phenomenon that has emerged 
as one of the largest human 
gatherings worldwide. The an-
nual congregation of millions of 
pilgrims from Iran, Iraq, Leba-
non, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and 
other Islamic countries along 
the Najaf-Karbala walking route 
provides immense potential to 
foster religious tourism, which 
in turn can play a pivotal role in 
sustainable development, cultur-
al diplomacy, and the solidarity 
of Muslim nations.
This religious gathering acts 
as a decisive green light for re-
examining and reformulating 
the country’s tourism policies. 
It offers an unprecedented op-
portunity to showcase Iranian 
hospitality, ritual arts, the local 
economy, service capabilities, 
and the logistical strengths of 
border areas. Although current 
infrastructure remains inade-

quate to meet growing demand, 
a comprehensive strategic plan 
coupled with effective collabora-
tion between public and private 
sectors can transform this occa-
sion into a cornerstone for the 
expansion of religious tourism 
and regional integration.
Arbaeen walk represents a 
golden opportunity not only to 
advance economic growth and 
religious tourism but also to 
strengthen cultural unity within 
the Islamic world and redefine 
Iran’s soft power in the region. 
Fully capitalizing on this poten-
tial demands a perspective that 
extends beyond conventional, 
service-oriented approaches. 
This requires focused attention 
not only within religious and 
cultural domains but also at the 
highest levels of national and re-
gional policymaking.
If this pivotal moment is rec-
ognized and embraced wisely, 
Arbaeen walk can evolve from 
a deeply spiritual ritual into a 
globally recognized brand in reli-
gious tourism — a distinguished 
brand that interweaves Iran’s 
identity with spirituality, hospi-
tality, and civilization.

Jajarmi Hosseinieh is a late Qa-
jar historical building located 
in the city of Bojnord, North 
Khorasan Province. Accord-
ing to an inscription found in 
1907 CE, the builder of this 
monument was Gholamreza 
Banna Yazdi. A Hosseinieh is a 

Shia Islamic congregation hall 
dedicated to hosting religious 
ceremonies, especially those 
commemorating the martyrdom 
of Imam Hussein (PBUH) and his 
companions. The owner of this 
Hosseinieh initially lived there 
and later dedicated it as a char-
itable endowment. The histor-
ical building was registered on 

Iran’s National Heritage List in 
2004.
The monument covers an area 
of 600 square meters and has 
a square plan, considered an 
example of traditional architec-
ture featuring a central court-
yard, to which all doors and 
windows open. The building is 
constructed with two stories on 

the east and west sides, with its 
entrance connected to the cen-
tral courtyard through an octag-
onal space.
Two staircases located in the 
northeast and southwest cor-
ners lead to the upper floor 
rooms. The stairs are symmet-
rically placed on the east and 
west sides, each consisting of 

10 steps, 30 centimeters wide, 
20 centimeters high, and 130 
centimeters long.
Jajarmi Hosseinieh is char-
acterized by two-story con-
struction on the east and west 
sides, where three types of 
simple crescent and pointed 
arches are used in the arcs. 
The ground floor has an older 

history than the upper floor 
and was originally used as a 
residential area. The upper 
floor, which does not structur-
ally conform to the lower one, 
is where religious ceremo-
nies are held. Various roofing 
types, including flat and vault-
ed roofs, are used throughout 
the building.
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Historical context, architectural design of Jajarmi Hosseinieh in Bojnord


