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For example, we saw France 
announce it recognizes Pales-
tine, but the real power to make 
that decision lies with the ruling 
elites in those countries.
Alongside official diplomacy, we 
must run with public diploma-
cy as well. We’ve also told Mr. 
Pezeshkian that the crimes of 
the Zionist regime during this 
12-day war against the Iranian 
people — from Evin Prison to 
Tajrish Square, hospitals, res-
idential homes, and innocent 
civilians, including pregnant 
women and children — are 
hugely important on their own 
rights, but the place that can lift 
the shadow of sanctions off us 
is diplomacy and negotiation. 
Therefore, all forces loyal to 
Iran must back the negotiation. 
We have no path other than ne-
gotiation. Of course, resistance 
is not denied where appropriate 
and feasible, but now is the time 
for diplomacy.

A criticism aimed at your 
group is that you mean total 
surrender or merely going to 
the negotiation table.
Absolutely not.

So, you believe we must up-
hold our conditions and po-
sitions while simultaneously 
negotiating?
Exactly. About 20 years ago, in 
2005, a vision document was 
drafted. One of its clauses stat-
ed Iran should become the top 
regional power by 2025; This 
goal was based on constructive 
engagement with the world 
and dialogue framed by three 
principles: dignity, wisdom, and 
expediency. This is precisely the 
concept President Pezeshkian 
advances today. But why did the 
governments after the Reform 
era brush aside this pathway? 
After all, the name of an Iranian 
president had been recorded as 
the pioneer of the dialogue of 
civilizations.

The Vision Document was 
also part of the general poli-
cies of the Islamic Establish-
ment.
Exactly. This issue had been 
signed off on by the Leader of 
the Revolution and the Expedi-
ency Council, and governments 
were tasked with implementing 
it. Everyone had permitted it, 
but the previous government 
ditched it. The document’s ap-
proach was the very strategy 
that could have catapulted us 
to be the leading country in the 
region, not where we are now in 
eighth or ninth place econom-
ically. We were supposed to be 
the number one economy in the 
region, but the plans were not 
carried out by the Ahmadinejad 
governments as well.
If there’s talk of unity in foreign 
policy now, then that unity must 
be hammered out around solu-
tions. The bottom line is: If the 
establishment bodies reach an 
agreement on solutions, then 
these negotiations should carry 
on. This is where the govern-
ment’s cooperation with the 
current broader policy becomes 
clear.
On the domestic front, many of 
the existing rifts must be ad-
dressed and patched up through 
unity. Do you think these gaps 
are being mended satisfactorily? 
All the factors causing dissatis-
faction, anger, and even hatred 
toward the structure must be 
rooted out, and the state broad-
caster should turn itself around 
to regain its national standing so 
people will tune back in.
When we talk about a soft war, 

where does this come into play? 
When we say the state broad-
caster must assume the position 
of a national media, it means its 
role must be boosted to reduce 
citizens’ drift toward foreign 
media. Without this function, 
it acts against the country’s na-
tional interests.
Why is FATF held up? This is 
where unity comes into focus. If 
Mr. Pezeshkian’s success is the 
Islamic Establishment’s success, 
and his failure is the Islamic Es-
tablishment’s failure — this is a 
statement by the Leader — then 
all obstacles blocking this gov-
ernment on economic and liveli-
hood issues must be cleared out. 
So why is there a delay? When 
we talk about unity, this is pre-
cisely where it must take root.
I also said during the elections 
that under these circumstances, 
anyone from the reformists who 
becomes a presidential candidate 
aware of the country’s situation 
has sacrificed themselves. Despite 
all pressures, Mr. Pezeshkian has 
stood his ground and is striving 
and negotiating. I am certain if 
anyone else but Mr. Pezeshkian 
had been president during this 
12-day conflict — I mean his elec-
toral rivals — they wouldn’t have 
been able to keep the country 
afloat in the same way.
Now, the reward for this sound 
management is cooperation 
with the government to bridge 
gaps. We must iron out sanc-

tions issues and resolve prob-
lems in economic and trade 
exchanges with the world. 
Therefore, the FATF issue must 
be sorted out as soon as possi-
ble, and negotiations to lift sanc-
tions must move forward. Even 
during the war, I wrote that we 
must push forward to isolate 
the Zionist regime and its main 
backers.
Of course, it’s true we face 
numerous sanctions, but the 
“snapback” mechanism also 
lends legitimacy to these sanc-
tions, and new sanctions keep 
popping up against our country. 
Is this in Iran’s national inter-
est? Now, the diplomatic appa-
ratus and government must be 
strengthened so society feels 
the ruling system is pulling out 
all the stops to meet the people’s 
demands. At the same time, se-
rious criticisms are directed at 
some government members and 
ministers.

How successful do you think 
Mr. Pezeshkian has been in 
achieving his goals and plans?
Mr. Pezeshkian said he’s not 
one for conflict and must form 
a cabinet that is a symbol of es-
chewing quarrels. Naturally, this 
means some considerations had 
to be taken into account in form-
ing the cabinet. If we look at the 
one-year track record of some 
ministries, not only is there 
no improvement, but in some 

cases, the previous trends have 
been maintained or even gone 
downhill. A clear example is the 
Ministry of Energy. Given the en-
ergy and water supply situation, 
the primary responsibility rests 
with the Ministry of Energy, 
which should have managed the 
situation to prevent shortages 
from getting out of hand.
For example, power cuts for a 
dairy factory lasting three hours 
cause irreparable damage that 
only the producer truly under-
stands. Power cuts in hospitals 
carry similar consequences. 
This issue is not just about wa-
ter shortages; The industry, food 
production, and other businesses 
are also affected. The Ministry of 
Energy plays a decisive role in 
these shortages, which extend 
beyond resources and energy 
supply to affect all sectors. Thus, 
this ministry faces serious criti-
cism.
In some provinces, especially 
during elections, expectations 
were raised, and government 
representatives and governors 
were picked in ways that not 
only didn’t meet these expecta-
tions but sometimes were per-
ceived as opposing them.
But if I were to sum up the over-
all performance of Mr. President 
after one year, I would give him 
a passing grade because he has 
pulled out all the stops, dedi-
cates his time fully, and is truly 
open to engagement, with no 

goal other than serving the na-
tion. Perhaps Mr. Pezeshkian is 
one of the few presidents who 
has not set his sights on a sec-
ond term; Had that been the 
case, he might have taken other 
routes. Therefore, I firmly be-
lieve Mr. Pezeshkian’s govern-
ment holds a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for the Iranian es-
tablishment.

Fair to say that the govern-
ment has faced severe chal-
lenges during this period. 
What happened this year 
could have knocked any ad-
ministration off course.
When someone takes responsi-
bility under such conditions, it’s 
an opportunity for the Islamic 
Establishment, and we must 
seize this opportunity. I’m not 
saying it’s the only opportunity, 
but it’s probably one of the few 
opportunities to revive gover-
nance and fix those behaviors 
that have turned our governance 
into something undesirable. 
These reforms must be carried 
out by this government. There-
fore, a competent cabinet must 
be formed, and the government 
must be able to pick its own 
team. What sense does it make 
that parliament members inter-
vene to this extent in appoint-
ments?

The full interview first appeared in 
Persian on IRNA.

I am certain if 
anyone else but 
Mr. Pezeshkian had 
been president 
during this 12-day 
conflict — I mean his 
electoral rivals — 
they wouldn’t have 
been able to keep 
the country afloat in 
the same way. Now, 
the reward for this 
sound management 
is cooperation with 
the government 
to bridge gaps. 
We must iron out 
sanctions issues and 
resolve problems in 
economic and trade 
exchanges with the 
world. Therefore, 
the FATF issue must 
be sorted out as 
soon as possible, 
and negotiations to 
lift sanctions must 
move forward.

People hold Iranian flags and rally after 
Friday Prayers at Enqelab Street, Tehran, 
Iran, on June 13, 2025, hours after Israel’s 
brutal, unlawful attack against Iran.
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An Iranian lawmaker puts a Keffiyeh on the 
shoulders of President Masoud Pezeshkian 
(front-C) before the latter’s address to the 
Parliament in Tehran, Iran, on June 16, 
2025, during Israel’s imposed 12-day war 
against the country.
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