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Minister denies 
Pasargadae buffer change, 
expands Cyrus 
restoration crew

8

I N T E R V I E W

Araghchi: Armenia’s prosperity, peace 
in Caucasus play part in Iran’s border security
Pezeshkian to depart for Armenia, Belarus on Monday 2

Tehran reiterates 
warning about 
foreign interference 
in Caucasus region
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Iran to play in 
five friendlies  
before FIVB World 
Championship
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Saeb Tabrizi’s tomb 
to become cultural 
beacon with 
Farshchian’s burial
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NGL plant comes on stream
in Ilam Province with 240 mcf/d capacity
Oil minister: Gas flaring to end by early 2029

Page 2

Iran should not let 
others cash in on 
its disputes
Time ripe to address issues with US

Taking into account 
Iran’s conditions over past year

Pezeshkian gov’t track record  
generally positive

Several smaller 
regional states 
have been play-
ing off the rift 
between Iran 
and the United 

States, trying to link their own disputes with Tehran to 
Washington to secure concessions. A case in point was 
the “Zangezur Corridor” issue between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan—an approach that is now being mirrored 
elsewhere, including in Lebanon.
Iranian Officials must once and for all put an end to 
this chronic challenge namely the exploitation of Iran-
US tensions by others for their own gain. Iran cannot 
allow its issues to be used as a bargaining chip in the 
hands of others.
In such a context, Tehran must settle its issues with 
Washington and, in parallel, move within a framework 
of regional security. At this juncture, 
if Iran’s actions send a message other 
than peace, they will not only fail to pay off but will also 
leave the country worse off.
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By Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh
International affairs analyst

O P I N I O N
E X C L U S I V E
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President Masoud Pezeshkian (2nd L) addresses a meeting in 
Tehran on August 16, 2025 during which he remotely opens a 
factory to process associated petroleum gas (APG) in western Iran.
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