Pezeshkian: Iran
has never sought
to build nukes

Putin supports Tehran’s right to enrich uranium;

calls it key issue
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Iranian oil

output hit

record high since 2018: NIOC chief

Will legal and
ethical setback
to ‘snapback’
set E3 back?

;'.-:r By Mehdi Ebrahim
Staff writer

As the febrile atmosphere
of discord-shrouded stalled
talks between Iran and the
European signatories to the
2015 nuclear deal, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (jcPoA), notches re-
cord high with the explicit
caveats of Germany, France
and the United Kingdom to
invoke the snapback mech-
anism by the end of August,
the questions pops up as to
what extent the E3 main-
tains legitimacy to leverage
the anti-Tehran provision
enshrined in Article 11 of UN
Security Council Resolution
2231, which endorsed the
JCPOA.

Referenced in technical par-
lance as the Dispute Settle-
ment Mechanism, the snap-
back procedure allows the
reimposition of hefty UN
sanctions on Iran on the pre-
text of the Islamic Republic’s
“significant non-compliance”
with the landmark deal.

[t stands out a mile that the
European troika faces le-
gal and moral hurdles in
attempting to trigger the
snapback against Iran, and
the implications of doing so
without clear justification
would be colossal.

The cornerstone of the legal
challenge lies in the fact that
Washington, under the first
term of US President Don-
ald Trump’s administration,
unilaterally withdrew from
the JCPOA in 2018 and sub-
sequently asserted its right
to trigger snapback, but the
decision was widely ma-
ligned by the international
community, including the E3,
who argued that the US, hav-
ing pulled out, not by a long
chalk had the legal standing
to invoke the clause.

The E3’s legal basis for in-
voking snapback is similar-
ly tenuous as Iran’s gradual
scaling back of its commit-
ments since 2019, which is
labelled as “non-compliance”
with the JCPOA, was largely
a response to the US with-
drawal and the subsequent
reimposition of crippling
sanctions.

Tehran also at that time con-
sistently maintained that its
nuclear-related actions are re-
versible if the

other parties Page 3 >
fully uphold their obligations
by the lifting of sanctions and
providing economic relief.
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Government Week

national unity
to push back

enemies
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (1st R) lays a wreath

at the mausoleum of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to pay

tribute to the founder of the Islamic Republic in Tehran on

August 25, 2025 at the beginning of the Government Week.
president.ir

Araghchi calls on
countries to stand on
right side of history
over Gaza
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U20 Wrestling World
Championships:

Solace in Samokov as
Iran crowned Greco-
Roman champion 05

glzanians pay, price
for Hur al-AZinmisi

Boshruyeh'’s

Salt Bath reviving
Iran’s tradition
of wellness
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Tar virtuoso birthday
Alizadeh turns
every note into
anew chapter of
Iran’s musical story
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