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Top general: Iran 
ready to work with 
Pakistan against 
terrorism 
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Deputy FM: High time for E3, UNSC 
to make right choice, give diplomacy chance
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12 months of effort, 
12 days of defense 

Pezeshkian; 
voice of the voiceless
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through pattern, 
color
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Pezeshkian urges 
industrialists to expedite 
solar panel investment

 Russian proposed 
resolution smart 
move in support 
of Iran against 
snapback
 

Russia’s submission of a draft 
resolution to the United Nations 
Security Council, aimed at ex-
tending Resolution 2231 for six 
months — the very resolution 
under which Iran’s 2015 nuclear 
deal (JCPOA) was endorsed — was 
as a smart, friendly, and respon-
sible initiative. By inserting spe-
cific legal wording, Moscow has 
effectively tied the hands of the 
European troika – the France, 
Germany and the UK (E3), pre-
venting them from triggering the 
snapback of sanctions against 
Iran during this period.
Yet, given the hostile policy pur-
sued by the E3, the possibility re-
mains that their representatives 
could veto the draft and block its 
adoption.
Russia’s policy toward Iran has 
consistently been one of coop-
eration, responsibility, and part-
nership, with the objective of 
backing Tehran in international 
organizations and helping to 
ward off the joint schemes of 
the European powers, Israel, 
and the United States. It should 
be recalled that the snapback 
mechanism itself, which allows 
the JCPOA parties to reinstate UN 
sanctions on Iran, was a wholly 
Western creation, inserted into 
the 2015 nuclear deal by the E3 
in collaboration with the US.
Now, considering the adversari-
al stance taken by the European 
powers — and even their direct 
involvement in Israel’s aggres-
sion against Tehran in June—the 
likelihood of the snapback being 
wielded as a practical tool by Eu-
rope is very real.
Russia, however, has now tabled 
a carefully crafted draft, whose 
preamble explicitly states that 
the six-month extension of the 
snapback mechanism is meant to 
give Iran breathing space, while 
suspending “any substantive con-
sideration of any matters related 
to the implementation of Resolu-
tion 2231 and the JCPOA” for the 
duration of this period.
This suspension, crucially, covers 
the activation of the snapback as 
well. The draft further stipulates 
that any potential use of the 
mechanism in the future must 
depend on assessments of exist-
ing conditions and compliance.
Should this draft be adopted, the 
clever provision contained in its 
preamble ensures that the snap-
back will automatically lapse after 
six months, leaving the European 
troika unable to set it in motion. 
This unprecedented step by Rus-
sia, taken for the first time, would 
is a positive move in support of 
Iran. For precisely that reason, 
however, Western governments 
are unlikely to rally behind the ini-
tiative and are expected instead to 
shoot it down with a veto.
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President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) presents a trophy to an 
Iranian manufacturer at a ceremony to mark the National 
Industry and Mining Day in Tehran, Iran on August 26, 2025 
as Industry Minister Mohammad Atabak (L) looks on.
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By Rouhollah Modabber
Russian affairs expert

Russia–Ukraine crisis 
shows no sign of ending soon
Trump pursues personal motives 
in Ukraine conflict

US President Donald Trump has consistent-
ly sought to play a decisive role in the Russia–
Ukraine war and to play up Washington’s involve-
ment.
Trump has tried to register the conflict as a diplo-
matic success under his own name and to cash in 
on any possible achievements. Yet serious obsta-
cles remain in the way of that goal, and no clear 
strategy has so far been put forward by either 
the United States or Trump himself to get around 
them.
The recent talks in Alaska between Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin also produced 
no tangible or well-drafted outcomes that could 
serve as a basis for reliable judgment. One of 
Trump’s key tools has been to 
pressure Ukraine and its presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelensky, into showing flexibility 
and making concessions.

By Mahmoud Shouri
International affairs analyst
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