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E3 move to unleash snapback
credibility

sanctions erodes UNSC

C International Desk )

Iran’s foreign minister on Fri-
day censured a decision by the
European powers to trigger a
mechanism reimposing interna-
tional sanctions on the Islamic
Republic, saying that the move
will have “severe consequences
for the credibility of the UN Se-
curity Council”

“The path chosen by Europe,
if not curbed, will additionally
have severe consequences for
the credibility of the UN Secu-
rity Council. Invoking the so-
called snapback mechanism
without due process or a legal
basis not only undermines con-
fidence in the Council’s deci-
sions, but also endangers inter-
national peace and security. It is
high time for the Council—and
the world—to step up and say:
"ENOUGH",” Abbas Araghchi
said in a post on X.

Britain, France and Germany
— the European parties to the
2015 nuclear deal — on Thurs-
day invoked the process, known
as the “snapback” mechanism,
which initiates a 30-day dead-
line for reimposing sanctions
lifted under the UN Resolution
2231 which endorses the 2015
nuclear deal.

Their move came after two
rounds of talks between the
two sides and weeks of warn-
ings to Tehran over what
they called Iran's continued
non-compliance with its com-
mitments under the nuclear
agreement, which goes by the
name of the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (jcpPoa).

Iran has repeatedly said that
the European trio - known
as the E3 - lacks all legal and
moral authority to activate the
mechanism as they failed to
live up to their commitments
under the JCPOA after the Unit-
ed States unilaterally withdrew
from the deal and reimposed
sanctions against Iran.

The move took place just days
after Iranian and European
diplomats held talks in Geneva,
the second since Israel and the
US launched strikes on Iran on
the eve of a sixth round of talks
with the US.

“Iran was bombed. First by Is-
rael, and then by the United
States. It is repugnant for Eu-
rope to now accuse Iran of hav-
ing left the table and spurning
dialogue. The reality is that we
are at a point where the West
cannot even guarantee that
it will cease further unlawful
military strikes on my people
while negotiations are held.
that claimed the lives of nearly
1,100 Iranians,” Araghchi said.
“The actions of the European
troika effectively reward the of-
fender and punish the victim. It
was the United States, not Iran,
that unilaterally withdrew from
the JCPOA in 2018 and reim-
posed sanctions. It was Europe,
not Iran, that failed to fulfil its
commitments to mitigate the
economic impact of the US
withdrawal. It was also Europe,
not Iran, that not only failed to
implement their commitments
on Transition Day (0ct. 2023), but
also imposed new illegal sanc-
tions on Iranian civil aviation

and shipping.”

In a letter to the UN Secre-
tary-General Anténio Guterres
and the UN Security Council on
Thursday, Araghchi also called
on the body’s members “to re-
ject the unjustified political ma-
nipulations and to uphold the
integrity of international law
and authority of the Council.”
In an earlier phone call with his
European counterparts, Aragh-
chi said Tehran would respond
"appropriately to this illegal
and unjustified action ... in or-
der to protect and guarantee its
national rights and interests,"
according to a statement from
his ministry.

He called on the three countries
to "appropriately correct this
wrong decision in the coming
days."

Cooperation with IAEA

On Wednesday Iran's Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem Gharib-
abadi said that if the snapback
was triggered, "the path of in-
teraction that we have now
opened with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
will also be completely affected
and will probably stop.”

He made the remarks following
the return of IAEA inspectors
to Iran to oversee fuel replace-
ment operations at the key nu-
clear facility in Bushehr, in the
country's southwest.

It was the first JAEA team to
arrive since Iran suspended co-
operation with the UN nuclear
watchdog over the agency's fail-
ure to condemn the Israeli and
US strikes.

The Iranian foreign minister
also sent a letter to European
Union foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas, calling the European
move “invalid and ineffective.”
Araghchi stressed that Resolu-
tion 2231 “must expire accord-
ing to its scheduled timeline on
October 18, 2025

“Attempts by the E3 to revive
UN Security Council resolutions
that were terminated under
Resolution 2231 are invalid and
ineffective,” Araghchi wrote.

Diplomatic solution
Reaffirming Iran’s “readiness
to resume fair and balanced
diplomatic negotiations,” he
urged the EU to avoid “selec-
tive interpretations” and work
towards “genuine diplomacy
and the preservation of multi-
lateralism.”

On Friday, Kallas said the com-
ing weeks offered an "oppor-
tunity" to hammer out a diplo-
matic solution on Iran's nuclear
program.

"We are entering a new phase
with this 30 days that is now
giving us also the opportunity
to really find diplomatic ways
to find a solution," Kallas told
journalists.

Russia, China reactions
Russia and China, both parties
to the JCPOA, upbraided the E3
move, warning against the re-
percussions of imposing curbs
on Iran’s peaceful nuclear pro-
gram.

"We strongly urge them to re-
consider and review their er-
roneous decisions before they

lead to irreparable consequenc-
es and further tragedy," Russia's
Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment on Friday.

The ministry also underlined
that the European trio was un-
dermining diplomatic efforts to
find a peaceful solution to the
stand-off over Iran's nuclear
program.

Moreover, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman said a
mechanism triggered by Euro-
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pean countries that could reim-
pose United Nations sanctions
on Iran was "not constructive.”
"The Iranian nuclear issue is at
a critical juncture. Launching
the Security Council's snap-
back mechanism of sanctions
is not constructive and will un-
dermine the process of a polit-
ical and diplomatic settlement
of the Iranian nuclear issue,”
Guo Jiakun told a regular press
briefing.

Pezeshkian pillories Western hypocrisy over Israel’s atrocities

( National Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian on Thursday denounced the
double standards adopted by the
countries claiming to support de-
mocracy and human rights, saying
that they disregard Israel’s crimes
but accuse the Islamic Republic of

president.ir

stoking insecurity in the region.
Pezeshkian made the remarks in a
meeting commemorating the mar-
tyrs of the 12-day war of US and
Israeli aggression on Iran in June
that claimed the lives of more than
1,100 innocent people, including
women and children, as well as
top military officials and scientific
figures.

“A handful of tie-wearing individ-
uals, with false pretenses, speak of
human rights from the platforms
at their disposal, while the regime
they support bombs innocent
women and children. What sin

President due in China on Sunday

or crime did these beloved ones,
who were at sleep in their homes,
commit to be massacred by this
criminal regime?”

The Iranian president underlined
that the countries claiming to sup-
port democracy and human rights,
“with ultimate audacity, do not see
the brutal crimes of a regime that
terrorizes and Kills throughout
the region, but accuse the Iranian
nation, which is itself a victim of
terrorism, of stoking insecurity in
the region.”

Stressing that the goal of the pres-
sures exerted by the US and West-

ern countries against the Islamic
Republic is to turn Iran into a
“disarmed, weak, and defenseless
nation against their brutal attacks
and aggression,” Pezeshkian said,
“We fear no threat... We detest war
and seek peace and tranquility, but
we will respond decisively to any
aggression."

The Iranian president also lauded
the sacrifices of the Iranian nation
in the recent US-Israeli-imposed
war on the country, underlining
that the public proved to the world
their loyalty and steadfastness in
defense of their homeland.
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to take partin SCO summit

( International Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an is scheduled to travel to China on
August 31, where he will attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(sco) and SCO Plus summits.
According to the president’s politi-
cal advisor Mehdi Sanaei, Pezeshki-
an will also hold meetings with the
heads of countries on the sidelines
of the summits, including Russian
president and Chinese prime min-
ister.

The events are expected to bring
together leaders and senior officials
from over 30 countries.

In a meeting focused on bilateral ties
with China on Thursday, Pezeshkian

described relations with China as
“strategic,” adding that Iran, given
its geopolitical position and inter-
national role, remains a “reliable
partner” for Beijing in political, eco-
nomic, and international arenas, in-
cluding joint efforts to counter uni-
lateralism.

He has voiced Iran’s readiness for
“serious and constructive” coopera-
tion with China, particularly within
the framework of Beijing’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).

“All other areas of bilateral cooper-
ation can be defined and pursued
within the framework of interacting
to advance the Belt and Road Initia-
tive,” Pezeshkian said.

The BRI, launched by China in 2013,

is a multi-trillion-dollar infrastruc-

ture and development project aimed
at enhancing regional connectivity
across Asia, Europe and Africa.

The meeting included a review of ex-
isting agreements and infrastructure
projects, as well as proposals from
government agencies aimed at accel-
erating implementation.




