Sovereign wealth
fund makes first

$300m

oil investment
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Iranian students win 13 medals
at US science, innovation exhibition
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Sanctions
undermine Iran’s
ability to leverage
SCO potential

By Nozar Shafiee

The Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (sco) carries great cred-
ibility thanks to its large mem-
bership, growing interest from
prospective members, wide geo-
graphic scope, population cover-
age, and collective GDP.
Nevertheless, the SCO still ap-
pears to be an emerging institu-
tion that has not yet reached full
maturity. To play a more decisive
role on the world stage, its lead-
ers will need to demonstrate po-
litical will, move away from a pas-
sive or overly cautious posture,
and instead push for a more pro-
active and pioneering approach.
Beyond its initial security func-
tions at the time of its creation,
the SCO has gradually expanded
its mandate to encompass coun-
terterrorism, anti-extremism, and
the fight against separatism. It
has also been tasked with broader
roles, as influential members have
called for it to step into interna-
tional issues more actively.

The SCO has not only grown in
terms of membership but has
also diversified its functions.
Unlike earlier regional organi-
zations that were confined to a
narrow geographic scope or a
specific mission, the SCO rep-
resents a form of “new regional-
ism” with open-ended prospects.
Such an organization is bound to
expand into economic and securi-
ty spheres alike. Its activities will
not be limited to its immediate
neighborhood but are expected
to extend to extra-regional do-
mains, gradually transforming the
SCO into a body with internation-
al reach and multidimensional
agendas.

Yet, the SCO may face political
hurdles on its path to greater ef-
fectiveness. Some argue that the
organization was designed as a
counterweight to NATO or the
United States. If that is the case,
the membership of India—wide-
ly regarded as part of the Western
political orbit—could complicate
its functionality. Longstanding
tensions between India and Paki-
stan further add to the organiza-
tion’s challenges.

On the other hand, there is a more
optimistic perspective suggesting
that membership in such an or-
ganization can help regulate and
moderate the behavior of states.
In this view, cooperation replac-
es confrontation, and members
define their interests collectively
rather than at one another’s ex-
pense. By this logic, the SCO itself
could become a

platform for con- Page2 >
vergence and conflict reduction
among its diverse members.
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
(seen on the screen) addresses a summit Of
= the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(sco) in Tianjin, China, on September
1,2025.
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Iran eager to find diplomatic solution

to nuclear standoff
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National post wins

2024 Asia-Pacific Iran fights back against Italy

innovation award 1

for robotics tech to retain crown (6 I
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Sign of strength or

crisis in role-playing?
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Cultural, architectural
legacy of Hendijan
in Khuzestan Province
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