
Iranian student teams struck gold at the 2025 
America Innovation Invention Exhibition, re-
ceiving 13 medals including three golds in 
competitions held from August 15-22 in the 
United States, according to team supervisor 
Mehdi Rashidi-Jahan.
The international event brought together 
177 teams from 46 countries, with Iranian 
students holding their own against power-
house nations including the United States, Ja-
pan, Britain and South Korea. The exhibition, 
backed by tech giants Google and Microsoft, 
served as a showcase for cutting-edge innova-
tions from the world's brightest young minds.
Iranian teams swept up three gold medals 
for groundbreaking projects. Ilia Majidza-
deh Heravi and Parsa Karimi Yazdi took top 

honors with their "CommuniMate" smart ap-
plication, designed to tackle communication 
barriers faced by deaf individuals.  
A five-member team from Valeh Educational 
Institute clinched gold for their magnetic gear 
system analysis, while another Valeh team 
earned the third gold for their pneumatic 
muscle improvement project.
The silver medal haul included four innova-
tive solutions. Teams developed an AI-pow-
ered smart waste sorting system called 
"EcoNet Bin," a modular smart pharmacy 
platform, nanocomposites with herbal ex-
tracts for dental applications, and an EEG 
signal analysis system for seizure prediction.
Six bronze medals rounded out Iran's medal 
tally. Projects ranged from cancer research 
using GABA compounds to biodegradable 
antimicrobial packaging, from an AI nanny 
robot for remote child monitoring to hydrogel 
treatments for diabetic mouth wounds. Stu-
dents also earned recognition for new herb-
al nanogels targeting skin cancer cells and a 
child safety system using Internet of Things 
technology.
"This outstanding achievement once again 
demonstrates the scientific capabilities of Ira-
nian teenagers and youth on the international 
stage," Rashidi-Jahan said.

Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
said on Monday that the eighth 
international travel and eco-
tourism fair aka Oca Fair will 
run from September 3 to 7 at 
Tehran’s Shahr-e Aftab Interna-
tional Exhibition Center, bringing 
together domestic and foreign 
companies across the outdoor 
and adventure travel industry.
The exhibition has grown into 
one of the country’s most popu-
lar trade shows for camping, off-

road driving, ecotourism and re-
lated equipment, drawing youth, 
travel enthusiasts and profes-
sional outfitters, ISNA reported.
Officials said this year’s edition 
will spread over more than 
13,000 square meters of net 
space and 30,000 square meters 
in total, with specialized booths 
promoting responsible travel, 
domestic tourism and environ-
mental awareness.
The fair will be divided into four 
main halls, showcasing camping 
and mountaineering gear, off-
road vehicles, four-wheel drive 

cars and nature tourism equip-
ment.
“Specialized tourism desks” will 
take part to exchange expertise 
and support local operators, ac-
cording to Mostafa Fatemi, direc-
tor-general of domestic tourism 
development at the ministry.
Fatemi noted the event is de-
signed to cut down “foreign cur-
rency outflow” by encouraging 
Iranians to explore their own 
landscapes. “This exhibition re-
flects not only adventure but also 
a culture of sustainable travel,” 
he said.

Tehran to host int’l travel, ecotourism fair

Iranian students win 13 medals 
at US science, innovation exhibition
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Archaeologists in Isfahan 
uncovered 100 coins during 
the second season of exca-
vations at the historic Ka-
mar Zarrin site, a discovery 
officials say could point to 
the presence of an old trad-
ing house.
The announcement was 
made on Monday by Amir 
Karamzadeh, director gen-
eral of the provincial cul-
tural heritage, tourism and 
handicrafts department, 
IRNA reported.
The find adds weight to the 
theory that Kamar Zarrin, 
on the city’s northern edge, 
once served as a bustling 
commercial hub. Research-
ers believe more relics may 
lie beneath the soil, offering 
a rare glimpse into Isfahan’s 
economic past and cultural 
exchanges in the Islamic 
era.

Karamzadeh said 35 of the 
coins were unearthed on 
August 31 alone, calling 
the number “remarkable.” 
While most pieces appear to 
date back to Islamic dynas-
ties, experts plan to clean 
and examine them in labo-
ratories before assigning a 
precise age.
The excavation permit, orig-
inally limited to 40 days, 
has been extended by the 
Research Institute of Ar-
chaeology, allowing teams 
to keep digging in front of 
Kamar Zarrin Mosque.
“This opportunity lets us 
dig deeper and piece to-
gether more details of the 
region’s economic and cul-
tural history,” Karamzadeh 
said.
Two years ago, bulldoz-
ers clearing ground for a 
planned street exposed 
remnants of ancient struc-
tures, forcing construction 

to halt and paving the way 
for joint archaeological 
work by the cultural her-
itage institute, Isfahan’s 
urban renewal agency, and 
the Art University.
In the first season of digs, 
researchers uncovered a 
decorated water system 
dating from before the Mon-
gol invasion, a pottery kiln, 
late Islamic architectural 
walls, stone foundations, 
brick floors thought to be 
Seljuk, and a carved stone 
basin.
Under a plan drawn up 
by Isfahan Municipality 
Renovation & Restoration 
Organization (IMR&RO), the 
Kamar Zarrin passage is 
expected to be turned into 
an open-air museum, dis-
playing finds such as gilded 
tiles, distinctive pottery, and 
now coins that have come to 
light in the second round of 
exploration.

Archaeologists unearth 
100 historic coins in central Isfahan
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