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Iran’s exports to Kazakhstan outpace
imports in Q1 calendar year
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Nasrin Pabarja, Iran’s commercial

that Iranian exports to Kazakhstan
exceeded imports during the first
three months of the current Per-

on March 21, 2025.

Pabarja noted Kazakhstan’s strong
position among Iran’s target ex-
port markets, saying that in spring,
Iran exported over $53 million
worth of goods, weighing more
than 96,000 tons, to Kazakhstan.
In return, Iran imported $9 mil-
lion in goods, with a total weight
of 28,000 tons, from its northern
neighbor, which mainly included
sunflower seeds, corn, barley, and
livestock products.

According to Pabarja, Iran’s export
basket to Kazakhstan is far more
diverse than its import list, with
400 export items compared to 19
imports. Exports included $23 mil-
lion in agricultural products, $22
million in industrial goods, $5 mil-
lion in petrochemicals, and more
than $3 million in mining and min-
eral products.

She emphasized the strategic sig-
nificance of Iran and Kazakhstan’s
shared Caspian Sea border, which

pointed to the robust road and rail
links between the two countries as
key enablers of deeper economic
integration.

Pabarja also pointed to the role
of 37 customs offices in bilateral
trade, noting that the provinces of
Mazandaran, Golestan, Khorasan,
West Azerbaijan, Tehran, and
Markazi hold the largest share.
“Considering sulfur shipments
from Kazakhstan that pass through
Iran’s Incheh Borun border cross-
ing in Golestan Province and then
through Razi in West Azerbaijan on
their way to Turkey, these provinc-
es play a vital role in transit trade,”
she said, adding that the Amirabad
and Anzali ports on the Caspian
Sea recorded the highest maritime
activity between the two countries.
Pabarja also pointe to logistics ex-
pansion, joint investments in in-
dustry and energy, oil swap proj-
ects, grain trade and re-exports,
and meat supply as key factors to

As one of Central Asia’s largest
economies, Kazakhstan is seen as a
strategic partner for Iran in devel-
oping regional ties and connecting
to global markets. Both Iran and
Kazakhstan are members of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU),
which allows preferential trade
and tariff reductions.

Despite international pressure
and sanctions on Iran, Kazakh-
stan continues to pursue stronger
economic relations with Tehran,
leveraging regional assets such as
the Caspian Sea, railway links, and
road networks. For its part, Iran
has sought to counter sanctions by
deepening trade with neighbors
through the EEU framework.
Iran’s exports to Kazakhstan in-
clude petrochemicals, construc-
tion materials, pharmaceuticals,
foodstuffs, and industrial ma-
chinery, while imports from Ka-
zakhstan largely consist of grains,
metals, minerals, and agricultural
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Renovation Organization (IMIDRO),
announced the country’s readiness
to host Indian investment across a
range of mining and industrial proj-
ects, signaling a push to deepen bi-
lateral economic cooperation.
Speaking at a meeting with Indian
investors on Sunday, Aghajanlou
announced that the organization
would put 300 exploration licenses
up for tender. “Qualified compa-
nies will be able to take over mines
through a legal auction process, and
alongside them establish processing
plants,” he said.

Aghajanlou highlighted opportu-
nities in IMIDRO’s southern eco-
nomic zones, which he described
as offering strong advantages in

projects.

The Halegan and Shahini gas fields
are two relatively new and strategi-
cally important natural gas reserves
located in Iran’s southern Fars
Province. These fields are part of
Iran’s broader push to expand do-
mestic energy production especially
for industrial sectors like steel and
petrochemicals.

The IMIDRO chief noted that co-
operation between Iran and India
could expand into alumina and
coal, stressing that Iran’s mining
and metals exports already stood at
$14 billion. “Iran’s mining and met-
als sector is ready to attract foreign
investment, and there are many op-
portunities for broader cooperation

between Iran and India,” he said.

Amir-Noujan Younesian, IMID-
RO’s director of investment and
economics, later said Indian firms
could play a role in new industrial
projects in Iran, including seamless
pipe production, alumina plants,

and solar power stations.

India already has several strategic
projects in Iran, most prominently
the development of Chabahar Port
and related infrastructure in the
southeast, where New Delhi has
pledged $250 million in credit.
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A draft framework agreement on rail trans-
port cooperation between Iran’s Ministry of
Roads and Urban Development and Turkey’s
Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure
was sent to the Expediency Council, after
dispute between parliament and the Con-
stitutional Council. The bill, first approved
by parliament in February, was rejected by
the Constitutional Council over clause (3-4) of
Article 4, which states that the Iranian side,
in handling cross-border transport, must

Iran-Georgia trade ...

One of the main drivers of this surge
in trade has been the strengthening
Page1 > of Iran':s domestic
production and the
expansion of industrial exports. A
rise in non-oil exports, particularly
in the industrial and petrochemical
sectors, has helped boost the overall
value of exports even more sharply
than their physical volume.
At the same time, efforts have been
made to cut back on the weight of
imported goods while pushing up

their overall value, reflecting a shift
toward importing higher value-add-
ed products and reducing or phasing
out bulk imports of intermediate or
basic goods. In other words, the fo-
cus in recent years has been on pro-
duction-oriented imports.

Industrial and petrochemical capac-
ities, which stand as two of Iran’s
largest export sectors, played a cen-
tral role in this transformation. To-
gether, they recorded a near 28%
rise in value while their tonnage

increased by 27%, underscoring the
stronger contribution of high-value
exports.

When it comes to Iran’s exports to
Georgia in 2024, several key prod-
uct categories stand out. Ceramic
tiles and flooring, valued at more
than $20 million, accounted for 80%
of Georgia’s imports in that sector.
Rolled steel bars and rods followed,
worth $11.3 million, meeting near-
ly 75% of Georgia’s demand in that
category.

Other notable export items included
steel bars at $11.1 million, bare steel
wires at $6.2 million, and steel billets
worth about $5.1 million.

On the import side, Iran’s purchases
from Georgia in 2024 were mainly
agricultural. Georgia served as a key
supplier of fruits and vegetables,
particularly apples, peaches, plums,
and a range of produce such as toma-
toes and bell peppers — products for
which it has long been known in the
Iranian market.

employ “qualified staff” at border exchange
stations. The Constitutional Council objected
to the wording and returned the bill to par-
liament for revision.

However, in Sunday’s open session, law-
makers reiterated their previous stance and
referred the case to the Expediency Council
for final arbitration.

The Constitutional Council is an oversight
body in the Islamic Republic tasked with
reviewing legislation to ensure its compat-
ibility with Islamic law and the constitution.
When disputes between the council and
parliament cannot be resolved, the matter
is passed on to the Expediency Council.

The “Framework Agreement on Rail Trans-
port Cooperation” is considered a key docu-
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website of Sirjan Jahan Steel Company at_sjsco.ir, through the Auction and Tender
Portal, under the Auction section.

All documentation will be provided electronically.
All bids on conformity to tender instruction should be submitted no later than
Monday, September 22, 2025.

TENDER SJSCO. PF140402

Sirjan Jahan Steel Company is pleased to announce the sale and
export of 25,000 MT Pellet Fines under FCA delivery terms at the Sirjan
Jahan Steel Company warehouse (Cross of Gol Gohar Mining & Industrial
Co. Shiraz Road 50Km, Sirjan, IRAN) according to INCOTERMS 2020. Interested
applicants are hereby invited to obtain the tender documents by visiting the official

For further inquiries, please contact us at:

Tel: +2186084642

ment in strengthening regional connectivity.
It is designed to enhance rail links, facilitate
the transit of goods and passengers, and up-
grade border infrastructure between Iran

MS can be stabilized

. and Turkey.

with According to parliamentary reports, the
timely diagnosis agreement covers areas such as establish-
ing a legal framework for joint operation
and of border rail lines, coordination on rail
medicine treatment infrastructure, technical standards, and
safety protocols, facilitating the passage of
trains through border crossings under both
nations’ regulations, and expanding rail ca-
M?J pacity along transit corridors between Iran,

TRk Ky Turkey, and Europe.

Turkey, as a gateway to Europe, and Iran, as
a bridge to Central Asia and the Persian Gulf,
play complementary roles in regional trans-
port. The agreement is expected to bolster
both the North-South and East-West corri-
dors, cutting transport costs and speeding
up transit flows.
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