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Siahkal, located in eastern part 
of Gilan Province, is recognized 
as one of the key tourist des-
tinations in northern Iran due 
to its pristine nature, valuable 
historical sites, and numerous 
religious centers. Combining 
natural beauty, cultural heri-
tage, and spirituality, it attracts 
thousands of visitors annually. 
It borders Lahijan and Astaneh 
to the north, Rudsar, Langarud, 
and Amlash to the east, Rudbar 
and the Alamut (in Qazvin Province) 
to the south, and Rasht to the 
west. The distance from Siahkal 
to Rasht, the provincial capital, is 
44 kilometers.
Siahkal lies about 45 kilometers 
from the Caspian Sea and covers 
an area exceeding one million 
square kilometers. The popula-
tion mainly speaks Gilaki. The 
lowlands feature the standard 
Gilaki dialect, while in the moun-
tainous areas such as Deylaman, 
the Deylami dialect — a branch 
of Gilaki — is more common, 
IRNA wrote.
Most residents are Shia Muslims, 
and the presence of Imamzade-
hs and Shia religious centers in 
both the city and villages of Si-
ahkal confirms this.
The Siahkal–Deylaman forest 
road is one of the most beautiful 
forest routes in Iran and a top 
destination for nature enthusi-
asts in eastern Gilan. This 45-ki-
lometer route passes through 
lush landscapes, abundant 
rivers, and diverse vegetation, 
leading tourists from the east-
ern Gilan plains in Siahkal to the 
highland pastures of Deylaman 
in the Alborz Mountains.
Due to its varied climate, natural 
scenery, and distinctive flora, the 
road draws many visitors annu-
ally. The journey begins amid 
rice paddies and tea gardens, 
passes through dense forests 
and cascading waterfalls, and 
ends in the cool, mountainous 
highlands of Deylaman.
Loonak Waterfall, located 25 ki-
lometers from Siahkal along the 
Siahkal–Deylaman road, is one of 
Gilan Province’s most stunning 
and popular natural attractions. 
Nestled deep in dense forests of 

the Alborz Mountains, it attracts 
many tourists yearly.
Loonak consists of two parallel 
waterfalls that drop approxi-
mately 20 meters before join-
ing the Shim River. Situated at 
mid-elevations, the surrounding 
area is rich with forest trees and 
mountainous views.
This waterfall is impressive 
throughout the year: in spring 
and summer, it flows powerfully 
amid green nature and cool air; 
in autumn, it displays a thousand 
shades of forest colors and mist; 
and in winter, the falls often 
freeze, creating a unique snowy 
spectacle.
Thanks to easy road access and 
its location in pristine nature, 
Loonak serves as a main stop for 
travelers en route to Deylaman. 
Its proximity to attractions like 
the Titi Caravanserai further 

boosts the region’s tourism ap-
peal.
Baba Vali Waterfall is another 
spectacular natural site in Siah-
kal, offering nature lovers a se-
rene mountain setting accented 
by the soothing sound of flowing 
water.
This seasonal waterfall, about 20 
meters tall, lies near Baba Vali 
village, on the banks of the Pa-
krud River. Its flow peaks during 
the warm months when moun-
tain snow melts, while in winter 
the water often freezes.
Unlike many Gilan waterfalls 
that run through dense forests, 
Baba Vali cascades over steep, 
dark rocks, giving it a distinctive 
rugged rocky bed.
The surrounding landscape fea-
tures the Pakrud River, seasonal 
springs, tall trees such as walnut 
and native forest species, and 

lush greenery near rocky out-
crops.
To visit Baba Vali, one must 
reach the village first and then 
walk about 15 minutes along a 
usually rocky, steep, and damp 
path, so proper footwear and 
gear are essential.
Larikhani Forest and Spring lie 
about eight kilometers along 
the Siahkal–Deylaman road. 
The Larikhani Mineral Spring 
is located at the forest’s end, 
accessible only by walking 
through the forest path. This 
area’s foothill elevation near 
the Deylaman Mountains leads 
to gradually cooler climate with 
altitude. The spring water is 
fresh, potable, and partially 
piped to a public water source 
for general use.
Pirkuh village, located in the 
Deylaman district, is known 

for its cool climate, rich history, 
mountainous nature, lush scen-
ery, and historical sites. Nestled 
deep in the dense forests of 
the western Alborz Mountains, 
Pirkuh experiences long snowy 
winters and cool summers. His-
torically, its proximity to trade 
and military routes in Deylaman 
gave Pirkuh strategic impor-
tance.
The Titi Caravanserai, situat-
ed on the Siahkal to Deylaman 
tourism route, is one of Siahkal’s 
oldest structures. Built of brick, 
mortar, and river stones, it is 
named “Titi” due to its location 
in a flowering area. It lies along 
the caravan route connecting 
Deylaman and Lahijan.
Constructed during Timurid 
era, the caravanserai dates back 
about six centuries. It was ac-
tively used until approximately 

50 years ago, before modern 
roads and motor vehicles re-
placed traditional transport by 
horses and mules.
Garmavar Castle, located near 
Garmavar village in Deylaman, is 
a historic fortress in the moun-
tainous highlands of Siahkal 
amid pristine nature. The area’s 
vast views and rugged terrain 
made it ideal for military and 
defensive use.
Architectural evidence and its 
strategic position date the castle 
to ancient times, possibly early 
Islamic or earlier. Some scholars 
link it to the Ismaili period, when 
many fortresses were built in Gi-
lan and Qazvin’s highlands.
Today, only remnants of stone 
walls and towers survive. The 
castle was built using local stone 
and mortar, with traces of watch-
towers still visible.
The historic Deylaman Bath-
house is another important 
example of traditional architec-
ture in the mountainous Deyla-
man region of Siahkal. Located 
in Deylaman’s old city fabric, it 
reflects the past importance of 
urban civilization and social life 
in the area.
Dating to the Safavid era, the 
bathhouse has undergone resto-
ration and renovation over time. 
It is built from stone and brick, 
with mortar chiefly composed of 
sarooj (traditional waterproof mortar) 
and lime. The design includes 
a dressing room known as Sar-
bineh, warm room, bath pool 
known as khazineh, and oven 
(fire chamber for heating water). Vault-
ed and domed ceilings efficient-
ly ventilate steam and humidity, 
with light entering through small 
ceiling openings.
Historically, bathhouses served 
as social and cultural gathering 
places, not just washing facili-
ties. Deylaman Bathhouse was 
a community hub for villagers 
and townspeople to meet and 
interact.
This building is registered on 
Iran’s National Heritage List. 
Having undergone partial res-
toration, it remains one of Deyl-
aman’s cultural and tourist at-
tractions, drawing history and 
traditional architecture enthu-
siasts.

About five kilometers east of 
Tabriz in Karkaj village stands 
the lofty brick Khal’at Pooshan 
Tower, a relic from the Safavid 
era. During the Qajar period, 
this tower served as a cer-
emonial monument where 
robes donated by the kings 
were presented to governors 
and servants. The tower is 
a hexagonal structure with 
three floors. The first and sec-
ond floors are roofed, while 
the third floor remains open 
to the sky.
John Malcolm described the 
tradition connected to this 
monument, noting that Iranian 
governments have historically 
maintained traditional customs 
in their rule, resulting in many 
widespread ceremonies. For 
example, when a king donated 
a robe to a ruler, a welcoming 
procession would be held for 

miles around, followed by the 
grateful wearing of the robe. 
Each governor had a designat-
ed place in the suburbs called 
Khal’at Pooshan, located about 
four miles from the city, where 
such ceremonies took place. 

This practice reflects the im-
portance of ritual and author-
ity in Iran’s political culture 
throughout history.
Architecturally, the Khal’at 
Pooshan Tower stands out due 
to its hexagonal design, a form 

that is both aesthetically pleas-
ing and symbolically signifi-
cant, reflecting the geometric 
sophistication of Safavid-era 
construction. The open third 
floor likely served as a ceremo-
nial platform or observation 

point during these important 
events, allowing dignitaries 
and attendees to witness the 
ritual bestowal of robes.
The tower’s survival through 
centuries of political change 
underscores its cultural and 

historical value. It not only 
symbolizes political power but 
also serves as an architectural 
testament to Safavid and Qajar 
ceremonial traditions, blending 
historical function with distinc-
tive design. Its preserved state 
offers insight into the social 
and governmental customs of 
its time, making it an import-
ant cultural landmark near Ta-
briz.
Furthermore,  the Khal ’at 
Pooshan Tower exemplifies 
how material culture was in-
tertwined with governance in 
Iran. The giving of robes was 
more than a gift; it was a pub-
lic affirmation of loyalty and 
status, reinforcing the hierar-
chical structure within the rul-
ing elite. Such monuments thus 
played a vital role in the visual 
and ritual expression of power, 
linking architecture, ceremony, 
and political legitimacy in Ira-
nian history.
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