
September 26, World 
Tourism Day, reminds us 
of the unique and irre-
placeable role of tourism 
in connecting nations, 
fostering cultural under-
standing, strengthening 
social cohesion, and driv-
ing economic prosperi-
ty. Today, tourism is not 
merely a recreational or 
economic activity; it is a 
strategic instrument for 
sustainable development 
and for building a greener, 
more humane future for 
all societies.

This year’s UN Tourism 
theme, “Tourism and Sus-
tainable Transformation,” 
underlines once again that 
the future of this industry 
depends on respect for 
nature, protection of the 
environment, wise use of 
resources, and responsi-
bility toward the needs of 
future generations. Mov-
ing toward green tourism 
and harnessing innovation 
to reduce the environmen-
tal footprint of travel is 
no longer optional—it is 
a shared 
global ne-
cessity, and Iran is fully 
committed to this path.
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India signals return to 
Iran oil after $111m 
June purchase
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By Anoushirvan Mohseni Bandpey
Iran's deputy tourism minister

World Tourism Day

Tourism fuels 
cultural connection, 
sustainable future

Yunesi Bridge draws 
tourists through 
restoration efforts
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FIVB Men’s Volleyball World 
Championship:

Iran’s last-four dreams  
shattered by Czechia 
heartbreak 6

Iranian director Mokri 
wins Busan festival’s 
Vision Asia Award
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Pezeshkian: Policies to shift
if ‘snapback’ moves ahead
Solution ‘within reach’ but hinges on fairness 2

O P I N I O N
E X C L U S I V E

Page 8

 AFP  AFP

 president.ir

The combo shows Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (L, top photos; R, bottom photos) meeting world leaders on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General Assembly in New York, on September 24–25, 2025, including UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres (top R), French President Emmanuel Macron (top L), Swiss President Karin Keller-Sutter (bottom R) and Finnish 
President Alexander Stubb (bottom L).
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From petrodollars 
to nuclear shield

Birth of new 
security axis 
in Asia

Iran, Russia 
sign $25b 
deal 
to build 
nuclear 
power plants
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