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Pezeshkian dismisses plots to bring Iran

to its knees as ‘pipe dream’

C International Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
in his latest reaction to the reimposi-

tion of international sanctions on the
country said, “Bringing Iranians to
their knees is a pipe dream.”

In an address to a ceremony held
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to commemorate the country’s fire-
fighters, Pezeshkian said the enemies
are seeking to sanction Iran because
the country refuses to bow and will
not accept humiliation, dismissing
anti-Iran ambitions as a mere pipe
dream.

Pezeshkian said his government will
do everything for the nation’s dignity,
striving to solve problems and use all
resources for the people, who are tar-
geted by revived economic sanctions.

On Sunday, the UN Security Council
restored anti-Iran sanctions that had
been lifted under the 2015 nuclear
deal. The sanctions will again freeze
Iranian assets abroad, halt arms deals
with the Islamic Republic and target

the country’s defensive missile pro-
gram.

The move came nearly two days after
the United States and its allies vetoed
a draft resolution submitted by China
and Russia on delaying the so-called
“snapback” mechanism inside the deal
that would return the bans.

During a cabinet meeting on Sunday,
the Iranian president slammed the
re-imposition of sanctions as “unac-
ceptable,” saying that Tehran remained
at the negotiating table “until the last
moment” in pursuit of a fair solution.
Pezeshkian denounced the United
States' irrational behavior toward
Iran's sincere diplomatic efforts on the
nuclear issue.

Pezeshkian stated that “any restric-
tions and sanctions are definitely rep-
rehensible and unacceptable from our
point of view,” adding, “We have been
present at the negotiating table until
the last moment to clarify and reach a
fair and logical solution.”

He criticized the other side for want-
ing “to take all our assets in exchange
for a few months long respite” before
raising “new demands”— an approach
he said “will never be accepted.”

Gaza crisis

During his speech on Monday, Pezesh-
kian also touched upon the terrible
situation in the Gaza Strip.
Pezeshkian criticized the American
and European politicians who speak
of human rights and democracy, add-
ing, “Take a look at what they’re doing
in Gaza. A regime that has sown chaos
in the region has not once been sanc-
tioned in the Security Council because
the United States erases decisions
with a veto.”

The notion of human rights, the Unit-
ed Nations and UNESCO are nothing
but lies, the president said, “because
innocents are being killed before their
eyes and Israel attacks any country it
wishes.”

Tehran says no legal action
taken to restore past UN resolutions
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Iran rejected claims by the US
and the European powers that
terminated UN Security Council
sanctions on the Islamic Republic
have been restored through the so-
called snapback mechanism, call-
ing them “unlawful, and invalid.”
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi in a letter to his counterparts
around the world, said recent
assertions by the United States,
the United Kingdom, France, and
Germany that terminated Security
Council resolutions had been “re-
stored” were “entirely unfounded,
unlawful, and invalid.”

In his letter, Araghchi emphasized
that, “No valid legal act has taken
place that could restore the termi-
nated resolutions. To claim other-
wise is an attempt to mislead the
international community and to
impose unilateral political agendas
under the guise of United Nations
authority”

He warned that such assertions
undermine the integrity of the
Security Council and pose a seri-
ous threat to multilateral diplo-
macy. The minister underscored
that Resolution 2231, which en-
dorsed the 2015 nuclear deal,
terminated previous sanctions
and set a clear timetable for
their permanent expiration on
October 18, 2025.

He argued that no state has the
unilateral authority to reinterpret
or extend its provisions.
According to the letter, the United
States, having withdrawn from the
2015 nuclear agreement in 2018,
and the three European countries,
being in “substantial non-perfor-
mance” of their commitments, are
“absolutely devoid of eligibility” to
invoke the resolution.

Araghchi further stressed that
Washington and the European
trio’s efforts amount to a “uni-
lateral rewriting of international
law,” violating Resolution 2231 and
eroding trust in the binding nature
of Security Council decisions.

He reiterated that Iran categorical-
ly rejects the alleged reinstatement
of sanctions and that neither Iran
nor any other UN member state is
legally obligated to comply.
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Political manipulation
Instead, he called on governments
to reject such claims, refrain from
implementing them, and defend
multilateralism against what he
described as narrow political ma-
nipulation.

The letter concluded with a warning
that if these “unlawful claims” are
allowed to prevail, the authority of
the Security Council and the princi-
ple of international agreements will
be gravely compromised. Araghchi
reaffirmed Iran’s readiness for di-
plomacy but vowed that Tehran
will firmly defend its sovereign
rights and legitimate interests.
His comments came after the four
countries announced the reimpo-
sition of sanctions after efforts by
Russia and China to postpone the
sanctions until April failed to win
enough votes in the Security Council
on Friday, leading to the measures
taking effect at 3:30 am in Tehran
(0000 GMT) on Sunday. The sanctions
are a "snapback” of measures frozen
in 2015 when Iran agreed to major
restrictions on its nuclear program
under a deal negotiated by former
president Barack Obama.

EU reimposes sanctions

On Monday, the European Union
confirmed it had reimposed sanc-
tions on Iran.

The sanctions reintroduced by the
27-nation bloc include UN mea-
sures barring dealing with Teh-
ran's nuclear and ballistic missile
activities.

But they also range broader to
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encompass financial measures,
including freezing assets of Cen-
tral Bank of Iran (cB1). Iran’s For-
eign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Bagaei in a post on X slammed the
Security Council for failing to en-
dorse the draft resolution on the
extension of Resolution 2231.

'Rules-based order’

“The #UNSC'’s failure to endorse
the draft resolution on extending
Resolution 2231 is a clear demon-
stration of a so-called 'rules-based
order' where one ruler dictates
(NspM-2) and the E3 merely obey,”
Baqaei said, referring to the Na-
tional Security Presidential Mem-
orandum-2 signed by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump in February to
re-impose his so-called maximum
pressure policy on Tehran.
Despite the reimposition, Western
leaders stressed on Sunday chan-
nels for dialogue remained open.
Kaja Kallas, the European Union's
top diplomat, said on Sunday the
reimposition of sanctions "must
not be the end of diplomacy."
Japan’s Foreign Ministry also react-
ed to the reimposition of sanctions.
“Iran’s nuclear issue stands at a
crucial juncture. Japan's position
which places importance on re-
solving the issue through dialogue
remains unchanged, and the mo-
mentum for such dialogue must
not be lost.” The ministry also
emphasized the importance of
diplomacy, including the early re-
sumption of talks between the US
and Iran.

Israeli massacre rages on
before Trump-Netanyahu Gaza talk
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The Israeli occupation army killed 33 more
Palestinians and injured many others in at-
tacks across the Gaza Strip on Monday;, ac-
cording to medics and local sources.

Most of the deadly attacks targeted the strip’s
Gaza City where the regime has launched a
massive military operation in recent weeks.
Medical sources said among the dead were
four Palestinians who were killed while wait-
ing for humanitarian aid in the southern Gaza
Strip.

The death toll from the Israel’s aggression
against the Palestinian territory in 2023
reached 66,055.

Thousands of victims also remain under the
rubble and in the streets, as Israeli bombard-
ment continues to hinder the efforts of ambu-
lance and civil defense crews. The relentless
strikes have rendered the territory uninhabit-
able and led to starvation. Israel launched the
attacks before a meeting between US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu at the White House.
Trump has presented a 21-point plan to
both sides to end the nearly two-year war,
free hostages held by Hamas and disarm the
Palestinian fighters. The US president said
Sunday on social media that, "ALL ARE ON
BOARD FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL, FIRST
TIME EVER," and held talks with key Arab
leaders at the United Nations last week.

But Netanyahu has given little reason for op-
timism, vowing in a defiant UN speech Friday
to "finish the job" against Hamas and reject-
ing Palestinian statehood — recently recog-
nized by several Western nations.

Trump's special envoy Steve Witkoff had
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sent a "very detailed 21-point plan to both
sides and the president expects both sides to
agree," she said.

Trump's plan, according to The Times of Isra-
el and US news site Axios, called for an imme-
diate cease-fire, a phased Israeli withdrawal
and the release of hostages within 48 hours.
Israel would then free more than 1,000 Pales-
tinian prisoners, including several serving life
terms. Normally a staunch ally of Netanyahu,
the US president has shown increasing signs
of frustration ahead of the Israeli premier's
fourth White House visit since Trump's re-
turn to power.

He warned Netanyahu last week against an-
nexing the occupied West Bank, as some of
Netanyahu's cabinet members have urged,
and also opposed Israel's recent strike on
Hamas members in key US ally Qatar:
Families of Israeli captives held in Gaza have
urged Trump to uphold his Gaza proposal.

From defense batteries...

Newly deployed photonic radars have been
installed across the country. These systems
Page 1 » detectaerial military tar-
gets by emitting and ana-
lyzing light and are said to be hard for ene-
my fighters to pick up. Much work has been
undertaken in a short period to enhance de-
fense and combat capabilities — many mea-
sures remain classified for military reasons.
Nevertheless, [ assert with confidence that,
if another war with Israel breaks out, Iran
will exact a heavy toll on the regime.
Israeli officials have described the 12-day
campaign as the result of 16 years of intelli-
gence work and almost a year of operation-
al rehearsals, yet they failed to achieve their
strategic aims against Iran. If Israel had tru-
ly reached its objectives, it would not have
asked for a cease-fire after just 12 days. In
effect, the Israelis were surprised by their
own vulnerability and chose to halt the war.
Like Iran, Israel has since been trying to
plug its military gaps. The United States
supplied Israel with missile reserves — in-

cluding THAAD interceptors — taken from
stocks in other Arab countries, but replen-
ishing those stocks is difficult because US
production capacity for such interceptors
is limited.

By contrast, during the 12-day confronta-
tion Iran targeted five Israeli airports with
missiles and struck ammunition depots and
other logistical nodes, demonstrating the
destructive reach of its missile force. These
factors pose real problems for Israel in any
future conflict with Iran.

Iranian military officials have stated that the
Armed Forces employed only about 30% of
their capabilities in that conflict — mean-
ing many advanced weapon systems remain
unused.

At this point, a renewed Israeli aggression
on Iran cannot be ruled out, as the world
has now seen the extent of the Zionist re-
gime’s recklessness, which may very well
lead to another act of madness. But they
should know that any future war with Iran
would come at an unbearable cost.



