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AL ARABY: The UN Security 
Council is set to rubber-stamp 
the implementation of the 
snapback mechanism in the 
next few hours based on a pre-
arranged schedule. Does ap-
proving this mechanism mean 
the 2015 deal is doomed for-
ever?
PEZESHKIAN: What’s going 
down today at the Security 
Council is not grounded in ex-
isting laws; It’s the result of 
pressure and power plays that 
the US and European countries 
are cranking up both regionally 
and internationally. The truth is, 
we’ve stuck to the signed 2015 
agreement, but it was the US 
that tore it up. The Europeans 
failed to hold up their end of 
the bargain as well. After Trump 
ditched the agreement, most Eu-
ropean and other foreign com-
panies in Iran packed up and left 
out of fear of the US, and Europe 
didn’t keep any of its promis-
es. Now, those who broke the 
rules are trying to pin the blame 
on us as if we’re the ones who 
broke the deal. This is the law of 
the jungle they want to impose 
worldwide, and they’re using 
the same playbook against Iran.

Are you prepared to call back 
your previous proposal to Eu-
rope to suspend the snapback 
activation, or might you come 
up with a new, different offer?
Their previous proposal was re-
ally ineffective. They said, “Hand 
over your enriched uranium, 
and we’ll give you three months 
to sort out other issues.” But 
why should we hand over our 
uranium? If there’s going to be 
dialogue, it should be about the 
whole issue, not us giving up our 
assets and then waiting around. 
If they’re honest and want to 
ensure Iran does not pursue 
nuclear weapons, we have no 
such intent either. We can talk 
it through, prove it, and act ac-
cording to assessments. If their 
intention is genuine, so is ours, 
and we’re open to all kinds of 
verification. But we believe that’s 
not their aim.
The main culprit behind unrest, 
tension, war, and bloodshed in 
the region is the Zionist regime. 
Iran has never gone down that 
road, nor will it. We’ve reached 
out in friendship to all regional 
countries, and today, many neigh-
bors see that we truly act on the 
principle of Islamic brotherhood. 
But the problem is, they don’t 
want peace in the region; Chaos 
suits their interests better than 
stability.

You consistently stress that 
the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
ready for talks with the US, yet 
also say the US pulled out and 
ripped up the deal. The Ameri-
cans claim the opposite — that 

Iran refuses to negotiate. If 
both claim readiness, what’s 
stopping these talks from get-
ting off the ground?
Do you really think the US wants 
this? While we were hashing 
things out with the US in Oman, 
that same country was effective-
ly giving the green light to the 
Zionists to strike Iran. They first 
claimed ignorance, but it soon 
came out that they were part of 
it, targeting our nuclear sites.
The Zionist regime didn’t just 
bomb nuclear facilities but scien-
tists, neighborhoods, and civilians 
as well, acting as if no internation-
al law applies to them. How can a 
country that ignores human prin-
ciples and its words can’t be trust-
ed claim to be ready for talks? If 
their real aim is to prevent Iran 
from getting nuclear weapons, 
the path is clear: The IAEA can 
oversee it. We’ve been ready to 
cooperate fully in this regard. So, 

there’s no reason to let this con-
tinue, for sanctions to tighten day 
by day while they claim, “We want 
to talk.” Actually, they mean to say, 
“You accept whatever we demand, 
then maybe we talk; If not, we’ll 
pull the plug.” That’s not dialogue; 
It’s surrender, and the Iranian na-
tion will never bow down to such 
conditions. We have no trust in 
them.

Iran has faced pressure from 
successive US administrations, 
especially the current one that 
came to power in January. With 
snapback implementation im-
minent, to what extent can Iran 
ride out these pressures and 
come through them?
What snapback will bring back 
mainly concerns support or 
equipment pertaining to nuclear 
weapons or related tech. But the 
sanctions the US has slapped on 
us go far beyond that. The sanc-

tions imposed by the US and allies 
are much broader and tougher 
than those snapback aims to roll 
back; Thus, nothing new will be 
added.
Their real goal is to stage an in-
ternational legitimacy for their 
unlawful actions. This approach 
is not accepted by China or Russia 
— key Security Council members 
— nor by many freedom-loving 
countries that see through it. Ev-
eryone in the region knows this 
is just a pressure tactic against 
Iran to push through their mali-
cious agenda. Still, I believe with 
domestic unity and cooperation, 
plus strong ties with neighbors 
and other nations, we will work 
out our problems and make head-
way, God willing.

Regarding Iran’s nuclear file, 
who is the final decision-maker 
given the moves by the US and 
Europe? Even they question 

this internally.
The country’s overarching poli-
cies are set by the Leader of Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution, based on 
consultations with the Supreme 
National Security Council and the 
body of statesmen. But per the 
constitution, the Leader makes 
the final call. Naturally, as the 
country’s top figure, after gather-
ing expert opinions from councils, 
parliament, and specialists, he de-
cides how to move forward with 
the file.

Given the setbacks the Resis-
tance Axis has faced regional-
ly, will this delay or slow down 
Iran’s open-door policy toward 
neighbors, including Saudi 
Arabia?
Before and after I took office, I’ve 
acted based on conviction: Mus-
lims are brothers. The Prophet’s 
message on the day of Mecca’s 
conquest was clear: “A Muslim 
is a brother of another Muslim,” 
and “Together they are one hand 
against others.” If Muslims in the 
region unite, accept that they are 
brothers, and set aside differenc-
es, the Zionists won’t dare attack 
Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Qatar, 
Yemen, or any Muslim country — 
and no one could stop the Mus-
lims.
The Middle East holds vast 
resources, and enemies have 
their eyes on Islamic lands and 
waters. Their goal isn’t to build 
growth and civilizations but 
to stir up Muslim divisions so 
they can plunder our resources. 
They arm Zionists with the best 
weapons and the latest tech to 
shut up any country that speaks 
out. But if Muslims become 
brothers and unite, many prob-
lems will be solved. We’re ready 
to team up with Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Qatar, the UAE, Oman, 
Iraq, Turkey, and all regional 
countries. We’re all Muslims, 
and hand in hand, by God’s will, 
every problem or concern can 
be ironed out.

Regarding Iran’s relations with 
countries like Lebanon and 
Syria, which have recently seen 
various changes, how will Iran’s 
interaction with their current 
governments align with the 
brotherhood values you men-
tioned?
We have no issues; Every Muslim 
is a brother to another Muslim. 
We’re ready to clear up misun-
derstandings with all Muslims — 
that’s our duty. The world we live 
in is a test from God. If we follow 
God’s commands and His book, 
we shouldn’t disagree at all. Dis-
putes arise from ego, greed, and 
neglect of each other’s rights. On 
our part, we declare readiness to 
extend the hand of friendship and 
brotherhood to all Muslim broth-
ers, wherever they are.

The full interview first appeared in 
Persian on president.ir.
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Talking is not the problem. Presi-
dent Trump says Iran shouldn’t get 
nuclear weapons. We are ready for 
verification and confidence-build-
ing that we won’t get that. But first, 
the wall of distrust must be broken 
down, then we can decide wheth-
er they’re really sincere in talking 
to us or not. Solving all problems 
at once isn’t manageable. Each 

manager can only take charge of 
one or two processes at a time. 
The US and we have many issues; 
Better to tackle them one by one. 
Let’s sort out the first, and once we 
see sincere progress, move to the 
next. We had an understanding in 
the JCPOA and were implement-
ing it, but the US tore it up halfway. 
Now, how can we be sure if we 

talk again, they won’t do anything 
similar?

But I want to be clear: Would you 
meet with President Trump?
Until the expectation Trump set 
is actually put into play, nothing 
will change. He must give a clear 
command so that what he wants 
can be implemented. Once it’s en-

forced and we see it really hap-
pens, then we can sit down and 
talk with anyone.

Explain: What is the one com-
mand, you would say?
The very order they say Iran 
must not have nuclear weapons 
— if that’s enforced, we’re ready 
for sanctions to be lifted and 

talks to take off. We, in Iran, are 
prepared for the US to come in-
vest and remove sanctions, then 
we can talk.

So, you would publicly state 
you are going to abandon any 
type of further enriching the 
uranium, any sort of march 
towards a nuclear weapon, to 

meet with the US?
Absolutely, we will do that. We 
have no intention to head towards 
nuclear weapons. Saying this 
means we’re ready to cooperate 
under all international frame-
works for verification.

The full interview first appeared  
in Persian on president.ir.

The Europeans’ 
previous proposal 
was really 
ineffective. They 
said, “Hand over your 
enriched uranium, 
and we’ll give you 
three months to sort 
out other issues.” But 
why should we hand 
over our uranium? 
If there’s going to be 
dialogue, it should 
be about the whole 
issue, not us giving 
up our assets and 
then waiting around. 
If they’re honest 
and want to ensure 
Iran does not pursue 
nuclear weapons, we 
have no such intent 
either. We can talk 
it through, prove it, 
and act according to 
assessments. If their 
intention is genuine, 
so is ours, and we’re 
open to all kinds of 
verification. But we 
believe that’s not 
their aim.
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